
 

♫  Track 2 / 27: ON OFF MUSIC 
 
 
The Children (Jed, Pogo, Ziggy, Scoot, Kat, Chip, Buddy and Doodle) 
shuffle on stage, looking very bored. 
 

Narrator 1:  Welcome to our special show,  
On such a lovely day; 
All the girls and all the boys,  
Are coming out to play. 
 

Narrator 2: They’ve had a game of football, 
 Tennis, cricket too! 
 Hide and seek, and tiddly-winks, 

A treasure-trail or two. 
 

Narrator 3:  But now they’re getting very bored, 
   With nothing left to play. 

They need some new excitement, 
To chase the blues away... 
 

Ziggy:  I’m SO bored! 
 
Buddy:  Me too… 
 
Doodle:  And me… 
 
 They all sigh heavily. 
 
All the Children: We’re SO bored! 
 
  

SCENE  2: THE  PARK - MORNING 
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♫  Track 3 / 28: SINGING A SONG 
 
Chorus Doo-doobie-do, doobie-do,  
  Doo-doobie-do, doobie-do. 
 
Verse 1 If you’re bored with nothing to do, 
  Life has left you feeling blue, 
  There’s one thing to brighten your day – 
  Singing all your troubles away!  
  Ev’ry morning, every night, 
  Singing puts the world to right.  
  If you’re stuck for something to do, 
  Why not just try singing a tune? 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 Rainy days bring many a care, 
  Anytime and anywhere. 
  They won’t stay around very long, 
  If you’re smiling, singing a song. 
  Practice singing every day, 
  You’ll be feeling A-OK! 
  You know you will never go wrong,  
  Singing all your favourite songs.  
 
Chorus 
 
Bridge I can do it, you can do it, nothing to it,  
  Ev’ryone sing!  
  If you’re stuck for something to do, 
  Why not just try singing a tune? 
 
Chorus Doo-doobie-do, doobie-do,  
  Doo-doobie-do, doobie-do. 
 
  Doobie-do, doobie-do, 
  Do! 
 

 
 

Bob up and down in 
time with the music, 
with each alternative 
singer doing the 
opposite action. 

Circle arms upwards 
and outwards. 

Raise hands, palms 
upwards, and look to 
the sky. 

Hold hands, fingers 
splayed, either side of 
mouth. 

Wag index finger in 
time with the music. 

Point to yourself, then 
to the audience, then 
hold your hands out to 
the sides, palms 
upwards. 

Raise open arms 
towards the audience 
in a sharing gesture. 
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Scoot:  (Hands raised to the sky in frustration) We just need  
   something EXCITING to happen! 
 

Suddenly, a Wizard enters, holding a star-spangled bag in his right hand, 
looking worried and hunting for something. Doodle points to the Wizard. 
 

Doodle:  Oooo, look – it’s the friendly Wizard from the Magic School! 
 
Kat: I didn’t know there was a Magic School in 

__________________ [insert the name of a your town]. 
 
Pogo: (Smugly) Oh, yes! It’s called __________________ [insert 

the name of your school] ! 
 
All the Children: (Waving) Hello, Mr Wizard! 
 
Wizard:  (Waving back cheerily) Hello! 
 
Chip:   We haven’t seen you for a while. 
 
Wizard: I’ve been on holiday in __________________ [insert the 

name of a nearby town]. 
 
 Then the Wizard goes back to hunting around the stage for something… 
 
Buddy: Have you lost something? 
 
Wizard: (Confused) No, I just can’t find it! 
 
Chip: (Sighing) Happens to me all the time! 
 
Wizard:  (Looking blankly at his empty left hand) I had it in my hand… 
 
Jed: (Pointing to the bag in the Wizard’s right hand) What’s that? 

 
The Wizard absent-mindedly passes the star-spangled bag from the right 
hand to the left, and holds out the now empty right hand. 
 

Wizard:  (Confused) What’s what…? 
 

Jed grabs the bag and holds it up in front of the Wizard, who beams. 
 
Wizard: (Delighted) A-ha - THERE it is! Thank goodness! As a big 

thank you, I’d like to give you THIS! 
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The Wizard rummages in the bag, produces a sparkly box, and holds it out. 

 
Ziggy:  (Nervously taking the box) What is it…? 
 
Wizard:   (Excitedly) “The Great Globetrotting Game”. It’s MAGIC! 
 
All the Children: (Awe-struck) Magic…?! 
 
Narrator 4:  Could the game be magic? 
   Was the Wizard right? 
   Then he promptly vanished, 
   In a flash of light!   
 

The Children turn to look expectantly at the Wizard… but there’s no 
flash of light, and he doesn’t vanish – he just stands, looking awkward… 

 
Wizard: (Sheepishly) Sorry. I haven’t learnt how to do that yet – I’m 

still in training! 
 

The Wizard exits, embarrassed. The Children turn to each other and 
shrug, confused, then crouch to one side at the front of the stage. They 
excitedly open the box and take out the game board. 

 
Scoot:  (Excitedly) Look - each square is a different country! 
 
Doodle:  (Bravely) I’ll roll first! 
 

Doodle rolls the dice, and then moves the counter on the game board.  
 
Narrator 1: The game is just beginning,  

When things go rather strange, 
 And everything around them, 

Begins to whirl and change… 
 

 

♫  Track 4 / 29: ON OFF MUSIC 
 

 
Swirling music and lights fill the air, and everyone exits.  
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♫  Track 5 / 30: ON OFF MUSIC 
 
 
A typical Japanese town celebrating a Cherry Blossom Festival, with 
pagodas and cherry blossom trees in the background. The stage is filled 
with Japanese people, chatting and enjoying picnics under the trees. Jed, 
Pogo, Ziggy, Scoot, Kat, Chip, Buddy and Doodle enter and look around, 
amazed. 
 

Chip:   (Disorientated) Whooaah! What just happened?! 
 
Scoot: (Looking around, excitedly) Wow! I don’t think we’re in 

__________________ [insert the name of your town] any 
more! 

 
Buddy:  (Pointing to the game board) No, we’re in Japan! 
 
All the Children: (Amazed) JAPAN…?! 
 
Chip:   Isn’t that where they eat with chip sticks? 
 
Buddy: Not CHIP sticks - 
 
All the Children: CHOP sticks! 

 
Two Japanese children, Kenta and Yumi, have noticed the strangers; they 
wander over, and respectfully bow to them, with their hands together. 
 

Kenta: Konnichiwa! (Meaning “Hello!”; pronounced “Con-itch-ee-wa!”) 
I’m Kenta. 

 
Yumi: And I’m Yumi. 
 
Kenta:  (Proudly) In Japanese, my name means “wise, intelligent, and 
   clever”. 
 
 Kenta poses heroically, looking smug. 
 
Everyone: (Impressed) Ooooo! 
 

SCENE  3: JAPAN 
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Yumi: And my name means “beautiful”. 
 
 Yumi poses in exaggerated style. 
 
Everyone: (Impressed) Ooooo! 
  
Kat:   (Unimpressed and grumpy) My name’s Kat, which means “cat”! 
 
Chip:   And my name’s Chip, which means… (thinks for a second)  
   “fried potato”! 
 
 Kenta and Yumi both bow reverently again. 
 
Kenta and Yumi: Welcome to the Land of the Rising Sun! 
 

 

♫  Track 6 / 31: THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN 
 
Chorus Come with me across the sea - 
  The land of the rising sun. 
  If we can we’ll find Japan - 
  The land of the rising sun. 
 
Verse 1 Temples old, pagodas tall, 
  Sacred places to be. 
  Glittering Tokyo, 
  Beautiful Mount Fuji. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 Be polite and bow down low,  
  That’s how we should be. 
  Stop a while, drink some tea,  
  Under a blossom tree. 
 
Chorus 
 

 
 

At the end of the song, all the Japanese bow low. 
 

Hold out hands in a 
welcoming gesture. 

Raise arms slowly to 
signify the rising sun. 

Look to one side, 
shielding your eyes 
with your hand, as 
though gazing at the 
sights. Swap sides and 
hands for each line. 

Hold hands together 
as though praying, and 
bow your head slightly. 

Pretend to drink from 
a tea cup. 
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Jed:   Why do you keep bowing? 
 
Yumi: Japanese people are very polite. We always bow to show our 

respect. 
 
 Scoot bows low. 
 
Pogo:   (To Scoot, impressed,) Very good – showing your respect. 
 
Scoot:  (Cheekily) No, I’ve got a bad back! 

 
Pogo “tut”s loudly in irritation, and bows to show how to do it properly. 
Jed, Ziggy, Scoot, Kat, Chip, Buddy and Doodle follow Pogo’s lead and bow 
low to Kenta and Yumi, who bow back, and soon both groups are bowing in 
quick succession. Suddenly, Chip sneezes, takes out a handkerchief and 
loudly blows into it. 

 
Kenta:  (Shocked) And we never, EVER blow our noses in public! 

 
 Chip quickly puts the handkerchief away. 

 
Yumi: Today is the Cherry Blossom Festival, called “hanami” 

(pronounced “han-am-ee”). 
 
Kenta: We have picnics under the blossom trees. 
 
Ziggy:  (Sighing) Oooo, I’d LOVE a cup of tea! 
 
Yumi: In Japan we make tea in a VERY special way. We have tea 

ceremonies! 
 
All the Children: (Surprised) Ceremonies for TEA…?! 
 
Kenta:  Oh, yes. They can last for HOURS! 
 
Buddy: (Giggling) I bet our teachers would LOVE a tea break that 

lasts for hours! 
 
Kat: (Horrified, to Kenta and Yumi) HOURS…?! Just for a cup of 

tea?! (Smugly) You should try a tea bag! 
 
Jed: (Bossily) We haven’t got time for tea! Come on! 
 

The Children bow low; Kenta and Yumi return the bow. 
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Yumi:   Thank you for visiting. 
 
Kenta:  Sayonara! (Meaning “Goodbye!”; pronounced  

“Sigh-oh-nar-er!”) 
 

Scoot: Let’s roll the dice! 
 
 

♫  Track 7 / 32: ON OFF MUSIC 
 

 
Buddy rolls the dice, and then moves the counter on the game board. 
Suddenly, swirling music and lights fill the air again and everyone exits, 
off to another adventure in a new country… 

 


