
MLA Style - Standard Paper 
Format & Citation Guide 

  

Well, if you are snooping around the internet, then you just need help. 

But do not worry. If it is the MLA style you are worried about, let me assure you that it is easier than it 
looks. 

Oh, I know that it looks like it has many bits and pieces in it, but I will explain them all to you in detail. You 
will feel as if you are talking to a writer from an online essay writer free. No kidding. We will address all your 
questions systematically. 

So, let us begin. 

 

 

 

What is MLA? 

Well, MLA is a citation format that is used in writing. It has a bunch of rules that you need to follow. 

These rules relate to the formatting of the document and the citations. I mean the sources that you will be 

using in the paper. 
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What kind of rules? 

We have some generic rules, and then we have some specific ones. The MLA format mostly uses standard 
rules for formatting, i.e., one-inch margins and Times New Roman font.  

The specifications come in when we talk about its citations and the cover page. 

  

How can the cover page be different? 

It is because, in MLA, we don’t even have a cover page. Nope. 

No cover page. This means that you need to stuff in all the information you have on the first page of the 
paper. 

How? 

We use the left-hand corner and write the name, instructor, course number, and date on the top. 

When that is done, we give the title in the center and begin typing the essay. 

  

What about the citations? 

Ah! That is the tricky bit. Whenever I write my essay, I take care of two things. First are the in-text 
citations, and the second is the “Works Cited’ page. 

Let me explain them one by one. And in detail so that you can understand them well or you can also get 
idea from an essay writer for free. 

  

In-text citations! 

Whenever you use a source and quote it in your essay, you use in-text citations. 

Even if you don’t use direct quotes and simply summarize another person’s point, you use in-text citations. 

How are they used? 

Well, simple. You just mention the author’s last name in brackets after the quote or the summary, like this: 
(Corleone 45). 

If you are citing an organization from a website like Amnesty International and the article has no author 

name, you just write the organization’s name instead of the author’s name. So like: (Amnesty International 
12). 

Note: If you are wondering about the numbers, they refer to the page number or the paragraph number. 

  

What is the Works Cited page? 
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This is where an essay writer writes all the sources that they have only mentioned in the text. 

How will you refer to them? Use this format! 

• AuthorLastName, FirstName. Title of the Book Being Referenced. City Name: Name of Publisher, 
Year. Type of Medium (e.g., Print). 

For articles, use this one! 

• Last Name, First, Middle. “Article Title.” Journal Title (Year): Pages From - To. Print. 

So, your Works Cited page will be a list of all the sources. 

Anything else? 

Not much.  

You will use the usual margins and indent in every paragraph. Your font size will be 12, even for the 
headings. 

The headings are unnecessary, but if you use them, then know that every level has a different type of 
heading. 

And that is all, my friend. 

  

See? It’s not that awful, right? Most of it is just basic stuff. You won’t have a problem writing in MLA now. 

But if you do, then find an college essay writer free that is worth your while. Everyone takes help from these 
people. It’s just that no one says anything. 

So, why can’t you take some help as well? 
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