TREEHOUSE s .
@swpugs TAB Installation Guide

Read steps and refer to diagrams on following pages:

. Determine the desired height of your platform at the point of attachment.

2. Determine the distance between the center of the TAB and the top of the floor. This may
INnclude the thickness of flooring, joists, beams, a bracket, and half the tabs perch, to be very

precise.
3. Mark the center of the hole temporarily with a nail or screw.

4. If you need to mark any other holes on the other side of the tree or on other trees, do this
now. If there iIs a straight line of sight from one TAB to another, then any standard level with a
long straight edge will do. Otherwise, a water level (clear tube with water in it) will help you
find level around corners.

5. Double check level before drilling (this step is worth the time to avoid a critical mistake).

6. Prepare to drill. Use ladders and scaffolding, and/or safety ropes as necessary. A high
torgque drill i1s required- make sure you are in a good position to safely handle the torque. It

saves time to get set up properly before drilling.

7. Set up a guideline If desired. Tie a string around the tree just above where you're going to
drill. Then stretch and tie it off in the direction that you want the perch of the TAB to stick out
when you're done. Use the line as a guide to aim your drill properly from left to right.

8. Drill the 3" hole with a self-feeding timber bit. For a 1x6 TAB, you'll drill in about 3/4 inch to
1inch past the cambium layer of the tree (into the sapwood). For larger TABs, you may drill
farther, but there is no table for depth as it should be determined by the overall engineering

plan of your treehouse.
9. Drill a11/8 inch hole 2 inches deep for the smooth part of the stem.

10. Drill the 1-inch hole with a long ship auger bit. Before drilling, put a torpedo level on the
bit to make sure you are drilling level. Also, sight off the string you set in step 7. Drill to about
6.25 Inches deep past the 3-inch hole, to ensure that the back of the collar installs tight to

the 3-inch hole.

11. Install the TAB. Turn it clockwise the first few turns by hand. Then use either a large pipe
wrench or a %" drive socket wrench with a17/8” socket. Each tool has its drawbacks. The pipe
wrench can damage the powder coat on the perch, so be prepared to file if necessary and
touch up with black paint. The socket wrench can put the nut on so tightly that it is hard to
remove -so put the bracket on before turning the TAB into the tree.

This is our tried and true method for installing Treehouse
Attachment Bolts. Please emall us at info@treehousesupplies.com if
you have any trouble or further questions with installing your TABS!
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TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO

i T /HGUHT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
INSTALLING THE NUT)

\ STEP 1 - DRILL 1" INTO CAMBIUM LAYER USING

3" BIT FOR THE BOSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO SAP/ HEARTWOOD

LAYER USING 1-1/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH
FPaART OF STEM.

STEP 3 - DRILL 4" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE THREADED
SECTION OF STEM
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TAB1x9

Tree penetration about 7 inches

BARK (VARIES IN THICKNESS)
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TAB BOLT

TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO
——MOUNT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
INSTALLING THE NUT)

STEP | — DRILL 1" INTO CAMBIUM LAYER USING
3" BIT FOR THE BOSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO SAP/ HEARTWOOD

LAYER USING 1-1/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH
PART OF STEM

STEP 2 - DRILL 4" INTC HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE THREADED
SECTION. OF 8TEM

TAB 3 X9

Tree penetration about 7.5 Inches
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CAMBIUM LAYER
SAFP LAYER
HEARTWOOD
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TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO
/ MOUNT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
INSTALLING THE NUT)

STEP | - DRILL 1=-1/2" INTOC CAMBIUM/SAP
LAYER USING 3" BIT FOR THE BROSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO SAP/ HEARTWOOD

_LAYER USING 1-1/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH
PART OF STEM.

STEP 3 - DRILL 4" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE THREADED
\/\% SECTION OF STEM.
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TAB 6 x 12

Tree penetration about 9 iInches

= BARK (VARIES IN THICKNESS)
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/ —TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO
J / MOUNT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
[ | INSTALLING THE NUT)

e STEP | - DRILL 3" INTO

CAMBIUM/SAP/HEARTWOOD LAYER USING 3" BIT
FOR THE BOSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1-1/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH PART OF
THE STEM.

STEP 3 - DRILL 4" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE SECTION OF
=T B,

Case by Case Basis Notes

. On softer trees like Pine, Fir, Spruce Cedar & Giant Redwood etc, you may be able to use the
1-inch Auger Bit to drill the entire stem section of the TAB.

2. On very hard trees like Hickory, Pecan, Maple etc. you may need to ream out the 1-inch
course section of the pilot hole using the 1-1/16 inch Auger Bit, this will enable you to turn
the TAB into the tree.

3. Installing the boss on our 3x9 and 6x12 TABs further than the initial halfway
recommendation shown above may increase the load-carrying capability. Call us to discuss
loads and alternate installation methods if needed.
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TAB 6 x 12 HEAVY DUTY

BARK (VARIES IN THICKNESS)

CAMBIUM LAYER
SAFP LATER

HEARTWOOD

TAB BOLT

—TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO
/ —~ MOUNT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
B 7| INSTALLING THE NUT)

STEFP | = PRILL 2% INTO
CAMBIUM/SAP/HEARTWOOD LAYER USING 2" BIT
FOR THE BOSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1-5/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH PART OF
THE STEM.

STEP 3 - DRILL 4" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER
JSING 1-1/2" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE SECTION

\/\ OF STEM.

TAB 5 X 4 HEAVY DUTY

\/\ — BARK (VARIES IN THICKNESS )
e CAMBIUM LAYER
/// SAP LAYER
/:/,/ HEARTWOOD
L 2 |
TABR BOLT
~-1/2!
¥ _—TAB NUT- ATTACH TO TAB (BE SURE TO
e MOUNT ANY BRACKETS ON TAB PRIOR TO
INSTALLING THE NUT)
ﬂa\\

STEP | - DRILL 1-1/2" INTO
CAMBIUM/SAP/HEARTIWOOD LAYER USING 3" BIT
FOR THE BOSS.

STEP 2 - DRILL 2" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1-5/8" AUGER BIT FOR SMOOTH PART OF
HE STEM,

STEP 3 - DRILL 4" INTO HEARTWOOD LAYER

USING 1-1/2" AUGER BIT FOR COURSE SECTION
OF BTEM.

Please feel free to reach out to us at any time. We make every attempt to respond within 24 hours.

Email: info@treehousesupplies.com
Address: Tree House Supplies, Inc.,, 208 Welsh Pool Road, Suite 200, Exton PA, 1934]
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