
Children of all ages love music.  
Music is pre-wired into our 
DNA, and while still in the 
womb, we respond to its tones 
and rhythms.

No music is more deeply rooted 
into the DNA of America than 
jazz music.  Jazz is uniquely 
American.  Created in New 
Orleans during the early 20th 
century, jazz is commonly 
referred to as America’s 
classical music.  

Jazz music has grown and 
evolved throughout the 20th 
century from the free flowing 
sounds of dixieland, to the 
sophisticated sounds of big 
band, to the mellow sounds of 
cool jazz.  During this time, jazz 
has influenced many other 
styles of music such as rock, 
pop and soul.

Just as it’s important to teach 
our children about American 
and world history in general, it’s 

important that we teach our 
children about American culture 
and the arts as well, and do it in 
a way that can be easily 
understood and embraced by 
young minds.

In my newest book, Kayla & Eli 
Discover Jazz, children learn 
about the the history of jazz 
music using vibrant pictures 
and a fun easy to understand 
rhyming story.

“Then they headed to a 
studio where musicians 
played with a mellow 
flow.  These sounds were 
part of a new jazz school.  
The West Coast took 
bebop and made it cool.”

In this story, Kayla and her little 
brother Eli, hear jazz music for 
the first time while spending a 
day at the park with their mom.  
They dash toward the band for 
a closer look and encounter a 
mysterious person who takes 

them on a magical tour through 
time to discover jazz for 
themselves.

From dixieland and big band 
swing, to bebop and Latin jazz, 
Kayla & Eli Discover Jazz 
introduces kids to the pinnacle 
periods of jazz music in a way 
that’s fun to read and easy to 
understand.
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