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As time marches on, we are excited with how our 25th anniversary year is shap-
ing up. We are well underway with a special anniversary anthology of non-fi ction 
essays from contemporary writers featuring their unique refl ections on Ireland 
since 1991. And we’ll soon have a fantastic app of A Poet’s Rising availabl e for 
download, featuring six distinguished poets, Paul Muldoon, Eiléan Ní Chuille-
anáin, Jessica Traynor, Theo Dorgan, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill and Thomas Mc Carthy 
with a score by Colm Mac Con Iomaire. 
 It’s always exhilarating to bring events out of Dublin and our North-South proj-
ect Compass Lines moves to Belfast in May. Events of note this summer are the 
site-specifi c staging of Fallen, this year’s Two Cities, One Book; our annual Novel 
Fair launch; our monthly Irish Times Book Club interviews; and Simon Van Booy and 
Claire Keegan in conversation as part of the US Embassy’s Creative Minds series.
 We welcome many new facilitators this summer, who add vitality and fresh-
ness to our programme. Check out our day-long and short courses – ideal bite-
size literary offerings for busy writers with limited time. However, old friends The 
Stinging Fly (with Sean O’Reilly), Claire Kilroy and Louise Phillips are back with 
intensive week-long courses during the summer.
 Writers are also encouraged to join as members, and with fourteen Writ-
er-in-Residence opportunities this year, it is well worth it for the more ex-
perienced writer to consider becoming a Professional Member. We look 
forward to welcoming you in the Centre soon.

Become an IWC Member!
Bí i do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!

STANDARD MEMBER BENEFITS
• Discounts on bookings.
• Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 

surroundings 10am–5.30pm, Mon–Fri.
• Free Wi-Fi.
• The opportunity to mingle with other 

writers at launches and events.
• Information on opportunities, 

competitions and events.
• Annual members showcase.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER BENEFITS
All the benefits of Standard Membership plus:
• Consideration given for all 

employment opportunities.
• Eligible for all WIRs/bursary applications.
• Opportunity to act as Member Nominee 

on IWC Board.
• Eligible to be on selection panels 

for all IWC opportunities.

A Scríbhneoir, a chara,

Valerie Bistany
Stiúrthóir

Membership of the IWC costs just €50 per annum and only €30 for students and the over 65s. In 
2015, we introduced Professional Membership; it costs €50 until 31 Dec 2016. We also introduced 
Organisational Membership and Friends Membership for those looking to strengthen their links with 
the IWC. Find out more at www.irishwriterscentre.ie.

A big thank you to:
Mercury Engineering Ltd, 

CRH plc, Sisk Group,
Jones Engineering Group 

and Jack Harte!



Our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you identify your  
own level as a writer and to encourage you to try new courses:

Summer Courses 2016 • Cúrsaí Samhraidh 2016

MID-WEEK COURSES • CÚRSAÍ LÁR-SEACHTAINE

FOR THE NOVICE WRITER: will help you find your way into your 
own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 
with an experienced professional facilitator.
FOR WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 
emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and 
develop your creative abilities.
WORKSHOPS FOR WRITERS who are eager to step out of 
their zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different forms, 
genres, or styles. 
LED BY INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS, these workshops are 
designed to help the writer to work on essential skills that are 
part and parcel of being a professional writer in the public eye.

6-Week Starter Kit with DAVE RUDDEN 
WED 4 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This course is for writers starting out in fiction who wish to learn how to experiment 
with technique, genre and voice in a dynamic workshop atmosphere. Students will 
learn the language of editing, the links between theme, character and plot, and how 
to hook a reader from the very first line. This starter kit will also introduce writers to 
preparing a cover letter and a synopsis, as well as how to find the agent best suited 
to their work. Dave Rudden's first trilogy, Knights of the Borrowed Dark, was published 
worldwide by Puffin in March 2016. He has taught at Big Smoke Writing Factory, the 
Centre for Talented Youth, Wild Words and Mountains to Sea.

Beginners Creative Writing with MIA GALLAGHER 
THUR 5 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
On this eight-week course, attendees will be introduced to the various tools neces-
sary to help you explore ways of opening up your creativity around writing fiction and 
drama. You will develop skills in the basics of character development, story-struc-
ture, style, plot and action, through games and exercises designed to help you find 
and express your unique storytelling voice. The course will be high-energy, fun and 
involve a mix of in-class writing, pair work, group interaction and easy, no-pressure 
improvisation. Mia Gallagher’s debut novel HellFire (Penguin Ireland, 2006) was widely 
acclaimed and received the Irish Tatler Literature Award (2007). She won the START 
award in 2005 and has been shortlisted for Hennessy, Fish and Trevor/Bowen Awards. 
Mia’s new novel Beautiful Pictures of the Lost Homeland will be published this spring 
by New Island Books.
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Start Writing for Children and Teenagers with SARAH WEBB 
THUR 12 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 7 WEEKS • €195/€170 MEMBERS
Want to write a book for children but don’t know where to start? In this practical, 
hands-on workshop, participants will look at the different age groups and genres that 
make up the children’s book world, before embarking on their own writing journey. The 
classes will include lecturing, in-class exercises, ‘homework’, book industry and pub-
lishing advice, and plenty of personal experience. Plus there will be a whole lot of book 
and story sharing. Sarah Webb writes for both children and adults.  The Songbird Cafe 
Girls: Aurora and the Popcorn Dolphin    is her most recent book.   Sarah is the Children's 
Curator of the Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival  and a Literary Advisor to Listowel 
Writers' Week .

6-Week Starter Kit with DAVID BUTLER 
WED 15 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
A successful writer must read widely, and then get writing. Participants on this six-
week course will be doing plenty of both. Along with your own works-in-progress, we'll 
look at examples of successful writing, focusing on areas such as: how and where to 
start; creating your own voice; character building; handling narrative structure; and 
building tension. Be prepared to discuss the work of others; it's the best way to be-
come your own most important critic! David Butler’s most recent publications are the 
novels The Judas Kiss (2012) and City of Dis (2014), and the short story collection No 
Greater Love (2013).

Developing the Extraordinary Voice:  
Intermediate Creative Writing with LISA McINERNEY 
TUES 3 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
Once you learn the rules of writing prose fiction, it’s time to learn how to break them. 
This intermediate level course will focus on developing the writer’s unique voice 
through playing with format and approach and finding a literary skin that fits. Partici-
pants will discuss techniques, study samples and complete exercises with the goal of 
giving them the confidence to manipulate their craft and discover the platform or proj-
ect they’re meant to work on. This course is for experienced writers who wish to devel-
op their craft. Lisa McInerney's first novel was 2015's critically-acclaimed The Glorious 
Heresies. She is currently on the longlist for the 2016 Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction.

Writing Humour: Is your Fiction too Serious?  
with FERDIA MacANNA 
TUES 3 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
‘Tell the truth – it’s the funniest joke of all’ – George Bernard Shaw. Do you feel your 
fiction is too serious, your memoir too remorseless or are you worried that your short 
story is too po-faced? Maybe what’s needed is a dose of humour. Subversive, surpris-
ing, nuanced, subtle or slapstick, humour or comic writing is a wonderful way to liven 
up story, refocus character and engage readers while providing a fresh impetus to the 
work. This new six-week course aims to help participants learn how to incorporate 
humour into their writing. Ferdia MacAnna is a novelist, film director and educator. His 
novels include The Last of the High Kings and he was producer of the BAFTA winning 
BBC comedy, Custer’s Last Stand Up.

________
EMERGING 

(No class: THUR 2 JUNE)
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Writing People with KATHLEEN MAC MAHON
WED 4 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This six-week course will explore the art of creating fictional people, starting with the 
process of developing characters who are compelling and believable. We will look at 
how the writer builds relationships between those characters within the novel, explor-
ing the tangled connections of friendship and family, and the delicate task of writing 
about love. Participants will have the chance to create their own characters, and to work 
on developing relationships between them, with editorial feedback. Kathleen Mac Ma-
hon is the author of two bestselling novels, This Is How It Ends, and The Long, Hot Sum-
mer. She has been nominated for two Bord Gáis Energy Irish Book Awards and for the 
Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year and has been published in over twenty languages.  
 
Short Story Workshop with SEAN O’REILLY 
WED 4 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Two intensive week-long workshops designed for writers of short stories and/or the 
novel. Up to ten writers will be offered a place on each course based on work sub-
mitted by the application deadline (Thursday, 5th May). During the workshops, each 
writer’s work will be up for in-depth discussion twice. All the work will have been 
shared and read in advance. Also included are three sessions with guest speakers. 
Sean O’Reilly is the author of Curfew and Other Stories, Love and Sleep, The Swing 
of Things and Watermark. He is the editor of the centenary edition of The Stinging 
Fly, ‘In the Wake of the Rising’. His new book of short fiction will be published this 
autumn. *See www.stingingfly.org for application details. 

Writing Memoir II with IVY BANNISTER
WED 25 MAY • 2.00PM – 4.00PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
The building blocks of writing memoir will be reviewed in this practical, hands-on 
course with an emphasis on voice and narrative arc. Good writerly habits will be 
encouraged to foster productivity in this most autobiographical of genres. Sessions 
will include tuition on topics from characterisation to revision, with reference to 
published memoirs; but the focus will be on you, the participants, and the work you 
bring into the classroom. This course is aimed at writers with some previous experi-
ence in the genre. Ivy Bannister has written a memoir, Blunt Trauma; a book of short 
stories, Magician; a poetry collection, Vinegar and Spit; a number of plays for RTÉ 
radio, and more than fifty pieces for Sunday Miscellany and The Living Word.

Story, Structure and Sources: How to Write Plays That Work 
with COLIN MURPHY
THUR 12 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
Drawing on your own work, on well-known plays and on the world of film, Colin Murphy 
will lead you through the process of playwriting, from finding ideas to developing your 
story, and from honing your structure to getting your play produced. Participants will 
write a short play during the course, and will be facilitated in developing longer work. 
Colin Murphy has written a trilogy of political documentary plays for Fishamble The-
atre Company: Guaranteed!, Bailed Out! and Inside the GPO. He wrote the script for the 
film The Guarantee (currently on Netflix) and co-wrote Trial of the Century, an imagin-
ing of the trial that Pearse never got, to be broadcast on TV3 in May.

__
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Writing Young Adult Fiction with LAURA JANE CASSIDY 
TUES 17 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
During this eight-week course, Laura will guide you through every step of the process 
of writing YA fi ction – from perfecting your writing routine, to preparing your novel for 
submission to publishers. Masters in the exciting fi eld of YA fi ction will be studied, 
with a particular emphasis on Irish writing. Most importantly, you will have the chance 
to share and develop your own work and receive expert feedback. Laura Jane Cas-
sidy’s YA novels include Angel Kiss and Eighteen Kisses both of which were published 
by Puffi n. A recipient of the Cecil Day Lewis Bursary Award, she is represented by the 
Darley Anderson Literary Agency. She co-edits the journal Banshee. 

Writing the Thriller with KAREN GILLECE
TUES 24 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Participants will learn about the essential building blocks of a thriller including 
characterisation, plotting and pacing, narrative voice, structure and suspense, dialogue 
and style. Each week, one of these topics will be discussed, looking at examples of 
current bestsellers as well as workshopping the submissions of participants. You 
will also explore research, self-editing, and how to pitch your thriller to an agent or 
publisher. Karen Gillece is a novelist and the winner of the 2009 European Union Prize 
For Literature (Ireland). With Paul Perry, she co-writes psychological thrillers under 
the pen-name Karen Perry, including the Sunday Times bestsellers The Boy That 
Never Was and Only We Know. 

Exploring Storytelling through Comics and the 
Graphic Novel with PADDY LYNCH
WEDS 25 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Comics today are an expanding medium that demonstrate an exciting and imaginative 
range of storytelling approaches. Through a series of hands-on workshops and discus-
sions, led by Paddy Lynch, participants will produce a series of short comics that explore 
the inner workings of the form. Particular emphasis will be placed on exploring combina-
tions of text and sequential images in such a way that is playful and open to all drawing 
abilities. Paddy Lynch is an artist and graphic designer from Dublin. His comics have been 
published by the O’Brien Press (Ireland), Aperture Foundation (US), Kus (Latvia) and 
Things in Panels (UK). For more, see  www.paddylynch.com

Writing and Publishing Arts Reviews, Interviews and 
Analysis with EITHNE SHORTALL
THUR 12 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
These six evening workshops will allow participants to develop the skills necessary to 
write arts interviews, reviews, criticism and broader, long-form cultural analysis pieces 
that would be suitable for newspapers and other publications – print and online. The 
classes will focus on how to structure an article, select suitable subject matter and keep 
audiences engaged. Run in association with Books Ireland, this course will provide par-
ticipants with a newly published book for review. All reviews will be read by the mag-
azine's editor and considered for publication. The course will also give participants a 
practical grounding in how to pitch ideas to editors and a list of suitable contacts. Eithne 
Shortall is chief arts writer with The Sunday Times, Ireland and broadcast contributor to 
RTÉ, TG4 and the BBC.

_____ ___________
PROF. DEVELOPMENT

(No class: THUR 2 JUNE)
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NOVEL 
FAIR

Aspiring novelists, could you sign 
the next big book deal?

LAUNCH:  14 APRIL 2016, 7PM
DEADLINE:  21 OCTOBER 2017, 5PM 

See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for 
competition details.

Edit Your Novel, A Publisher’s Perspective* 
with CIARA DOORLEY
TUES 14 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This six-week course will teach you how to edit a work-in-progress, and to hone 
and perfect the script before submission. Examining the various elements of fi ction  
writing including voice, characterisation, setting and plot, the course will provide an 
overview of the editing process and will look at what publishers are looking for in 
submissions. Writers will also be given feedback on their work and discuss how their 
writing might fi t within the commercial world of publishing. Ciara Doorley is Editorial 
Director at Hachette Books Ireland. She commissions and edits a broad range of 
bestselling fi ction and non-fi ction including the acclaimed memoirs Staring at Lakes 
and Hanging with the Elephant. *Writers will be asked to submit 15,000 words of a 
work-in-progress ten days before the course commences.

For further discussion and advice on the programme and guidance on submitting: 
w w w . A M C D . I E  0 1 - 6 7 6 - 8 9 3 9  A D M I S S I O N S @ A M C D . I E

• Offers aspiring or published writers a one-
year course which examines the process and 
composition of prose fi ction. 

• A combination of critical workshops and 
individual mentoring guides students 
towards completing either a novel or a short 
story collection. 

• Considers the creative writing process from 
intellectual, psychological, economic and 
cultural angles. 

• Also emphasises the business and professional 
environment of writing, with seminars 
presented by agents and publishers and 
master classes by established writers.

‘My work was pushed forward by the energy and drive of 
the tutors, and pulled apart by their sharing of skills and 
expertise. I never dreamt I could write so much in such a 

short space of time.’ 

JOAN CHRISTIE, MFA Class of 2013

AMERICAN COLLEGE DUBLIN 
IN ASSOCIATION with THE IRISH WRITERS CENTRE 

Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing 

American College Dublin, a constituent college of Irish American University, 
is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education



Introduction to Songwriting with DUKE SPECIAL
SAT 14 MAY  •  10.30AM – 4.30PM  •  1 DAY  •  €80/€70 MEMBERS
Explore the art and craft of songwriting on this one-day course with seasoned songwrit-
er and performer Duke Special. Here you will learn how to experiment with strong lyrics 
that are engaging yet allow you to be true to yourself. Play with different musical per-
spectives and techniques while expressing your own ideas and emotions, and discover 
how to get to the heart of the songwriting process. This course is aimed at complete 
beginners and those with some experience in the craft. Duke Special is a songwriter 
and performer based in Belfast. He is predominantly a piano-based songwriter who has 
worked with countless other instrumentalists over the years. His albums include Songs 
From The Deep Forest, Oh Pioneer and the recently released Look Out Machines!.

Biographical Writing with CARLO GÉBLER
SAT 14 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
There's nothing like writing about someone you truly care about or immersing yourself 
in a bygone era and bringing it, or them, to life. On this one-day course you'll learn the 
best research methods for your project, and how to engage an audience with your sub-
ject. Whoever you want to write about, however you want to write about them, or even 
if you don't know where to start, this course will make you see biography in a new light. 
Carlo Gébler has published several works of non-fiction including Father & I (2001), 
The Siege of Derry (2008), Confessions of a Catastrophist (2015) and most recently, The 
Projectionist: The Story of Ernest Gébler (2015). 

Screenwriting Workshop with HUGH TRAVERS
SAT 21 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Make a start on your film script and learn about the art and craft of screenwriting. This 
screenwriting workshop is an introduction to the practice and discipline of screenwrit-
ing; how to convert ideas into stories, how to plan and structure your story effectively, 
how to avoid the pitfalls of bad screenwriting and how to tackle the important task of 
re-writing. Combining essential theory with practical exercises, this one-day course 
gives an overview of the fundamentals required to start screenwriting. Hugh Travers 
is a Dublin-based screenwriter who has written across multiple genres from drama, 
comedy, animation, theatre and documentary. Recent credits include Trial of the Cen-
tury and Red Rock. He is currently Screenwriter in Residence at Maynooth University. 

Beginners Creative Writing with YVONNE CULLEN 
SAT 28 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
On this one-day course, the guidance of poet, prose writer and teacher Yvonne Cullen will 
help you towards achieving your writing goals. Expect to contribute to lively discussions 
and attempt brief exercises in the classroom while taking on challenges to try at home. 
Participants will be asked to share their writing expectations and will practise close read-
ing with a view to learning from other writers' skills. Suitable for new and returning writ-
ers, you will develop best practice writing habits designed to stick. Author of Invitation to 
the Air (poetry), and A Winter Quarters (non-fiction, forthcoming in 2016), Yvonne Cullen 
has led writing classes all round Ireland with great success for the last twenty-two years.

___________
SPECIALISED

___________
SPECIALISED

___________
SPECIALISED

________ 
BEGINNER

WEEKEND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ SEACHTAINE
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Confessional Writing with RÓISÍN AGNEW
SAT 11 JUNE • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 1/2 DAY • €35/€30 MEMBERS
During this workshop James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man will be looked 
at, specifically at the way in which it adapts, moulds, and fictionalises personal mem-
oir to serve its own aesthetic vision. Participants will look at confessional writing in 
diary form, coterie writing, memoir, and the rise of the personal essay. From tell-all 
culture to the notion of 'safe spaces', it will ultimately be addressed whether confes-
sional writing is exploitative or emancipatory and whether it is art or tactic. Róisín 
Agnew is a writer and journalist and has worked for The Irish Times, Lonely Planet, and 
The Sunday Times and she runs her own award-winning magazine Guts that specialis-
es in confessional writing and illustration.

Writing & Illustrating a Children's Picture Book  
with ADRIENNE GEOGHEGAN
SAT 11 JUNE + 18 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAY • €150/€135 MEMBERS
Whether you’re a writer or illustrator, this is an excellent chance to hone your skills and 
discover new methods of working in a supportive atmosphere. A wide range of top-
ics will be covered including character development; how to write in pictures; genres; 
choosing the right language and vocabulary; pagination and word count; storyboard-
ing, visual continuity and the sequential image. The workshop will begin with a full day 
of creative exercises. Adrienne Geoghegan has a vast range of experience as a writer, 
artist and illustrator. She has also designed and runs Visual Art Boot Camps, now in 
its eight year, which includes the sell-out course ‘Write and Illustrate a Picture Book’.  
www.adriennegeoghegan.com
 
Travel Writing with MANCHÁN MAGAN
SAT 18 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
At its heart, travel writing is simply good storytelling – a gripping narrative with be-
lievable characters and an evocative sense of place. Manchán Magan passionately 
believes in travel writing as the perfect combination of memoir, history, geography 
and adventure story. Over the course of a day, participants will learn how to structure 
absorbing sentences and meld anecdote, insight and a sense of place into timeless 
pieces of writing for either personal memoir, travel journalism or literature – trans-
forming the sights, sounds and soul of a journey into engaging prose. Manchán Magan 
is a travel documentary-maker. He has written books on his travels in Africa, India and 
South America, and wrote the ‘Magan’s World’ travel column for the Irish Times. 

Illustrated Books and the Visual Process with ANGELA PATCHELL
SAT 9 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Developing a visual book is a creative process as this format encapsulates a whole 
new world, an open door to practical knowledge and new skills. How the writing to 
layout process produces a totally integrated book will be discussed and you will learn 
how to turn your book idea into a professionally structured book synopsis that is ready 
to submit to publishers. This course is suitable for those with projects on cookery, 
photography, arts, crafts, travel and garden design. Angela Patchell has developed, 
commissioned and published over 85 illustrated books and has over 25 years inter-
national publishing experience. In 2007 she founded Angela Patchell Books, her own 
publishing company. 
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Writing Winning Short Stories with NUALA NÍ CHONCHÚIR
SAT 2 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
How can you make your short story shine to editors, competition judges and publish-
ers? You do it by being mindful of every element: presentation, spelling, title, begin-
nings, language, story, character, POV, dialogue and endings. This course will examine 
how to get your story working from beginning to end. There will be in-class reading and 
exercises as well as appraisals of others’ works-in-progress. Nuala Ní Chonchúir has 
published four short story collections, the most recent Mother America with New Is-
land Books in 2012. Her third novel, Miss Emily, was shortlisted for the Bord Gáis En-
ergy Eason Book Club Novel of the Year 2015. www.nualanichonchuir.com

Introduction to Poetry with JESSICA TRAYNOR
SAT 9 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This one-day course will allow participants to explore various approaches to writing 
poetry, fi nding inspiration in our surroundings, in memory, and in visual art. Metaphor, 
rhythm, sound, and the shape of the poem on the page, will also be discussed. For 
those who'd like feedback, the afternoon will be dedicated to looking at reworking 
and redrafting poetry, so participants should feel free to bring a poem of their own 
that they'd like to share with the group. Jessica Traynor is a poet and creative writing 
teacher from Dublin. She is Literary Manager of the Abbey Theatre. Her fi rst collection, 
Liffey Swim, was published by Dedalus Press and shortlisted for the 2015 Shine/
Strong First Collection Award.
 
New Irish Communities Weekend Sessions
CONTINUES EVERY SAT • WEEKLY • 11.00AM – 1.00PM • €6 PER SESSION OR €20 
FOR A COURSE OF 4 SESSIONS
Join various seasoned facilitators every Saturday at the Irish Writers Centre for 
two hours of creative writing exercises with feedback on your work. Share your 
life experiences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well in English. 
This course is perfect for non-native English speakers with an interest in creative 
writing. Some profi ciency in English is recommended. 

___________
SPECIALISED

_____ ___
PROF. DEV

________ 
BEGINNER
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The Stinging Fly Summer Workshop* with SEAN O’REILLY
MON 27 JUNE – FRI 1 JULY OR MON 11 JULY – FRI 15 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM  
• 5 DAY • €325/€300 MEMBERS
Two intensive week-long workshops designed for writers of short stories and/or the 
novel. Up to ten writers will be offered a place on each course based on work sub-
mitted by the application deadline (Thursday, 5th May). During the workshops, each 
writer’s work will be up for in-depth discussion twice. All the work will have been 
shared and read in advance. Also included are three sessions with guest speakers. 
Sean O’Reilly is the author of Curfew and Other Stories, Love and Sleep, The Swing of 
Things and Watermark. He is the editor of the centenary edition of The Stinging Fly, 'In 
the Wake of the Rising'. His new book of short fiction will be published this autumn. 
*See www.stingingfly.org for application details.

Teens Writing Summer Camp with DEIRDRE SULLIVAN
MON 4 – 8 JULY • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 5 DAY • €150
This workshop for young adult writers will focus on creating pieces of work that they 
can edit and develop over the course of the five days. The participants will work on 
building stories, characters and worlds, and also explore what works and doesn't work 
for them in the fiction they consume. Drawing on the fantastic and commonplace as 
writing prompts, the students will engage with a variety of ways to craft and hone their 
fiction. Deirdre Sullivan is a writer and teacher from Galway. She has written three 
novels with Little Island (Prim Improper, Improper Order, Primperfect) for young adults, 
and her fourth novel, Needlework, was published in spring 2016. 

Crime Workshop with LOUISE PHILLIPS
MON 15 – 19 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAY • €450/€420 MEMBERS
This week-long intensive workshop will examine the ‘how to’ of creating a gripping 
crime story, using the building blocks of great tension, pace, dialogue, structure, 
voice and style, whilst developing memorable characters. It will take you from that 
initial idea, to the point of pitching to the industry. A number of Louise’s students have 
achieved publishing deals or have signed with agents. Suitable for all writers interest-
ed in the genre, including those who have done introductory courses before. Louise is 
the author of four bestselling psychological crime thrillers, each nominated for Best 
Irish Crime Novel of the Year. Her novel, The Doll’s House, won the award in 2013. Her 
first two novels will be published in the US in 2016/2017.

Novel Workshop with CLAIRE KILROY
MON 15 – 19 AUG  •  10.30AM – 4.30PM  •  5 DAY  •  €450/€420 MEMBERS
This course is aimed at people writing a novel, whether it’s a work in progress or a 
completed first draft. The focus will be on workshopping extracts in a group setting 
and receiving feedback. Participants will be invited to submit five extracts, of approx 
600-800 words in length, over the course of the week. Each excerpt will be critiqued 
by the facilitator, and a class discussion will follow. Participants would benefit from 
having their excerpts in mind before the week starts, and the opening extract and a 
synopsis should be submitted the week beforehand. Claire Kilroy is the author of four 
novels and has been shortlisted for the Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year three times. 
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12 Apr Milk & Cookie Stories. Repeated on 2nd Tues of every month

13 Apr Ballymaloe International Poetry Prize

14 Apr Novel Fair 2017 launch event with Kevin Curran 

16 Apr Fly on the Wall seminar with The Stinging Fly

19 Apr Irish Times Book Club in conversation  

20 Apr Simon Van Booy & Claire Keegan in assoc. with US Embassy

21+28 Apr Fallen Book Crawl in assoc. with Dublin: One City, One Book

27 Apr Salmon Poetry book launch 

29 Apr Takin the Mic open mic night. Also on 27 May

11 May Compass Lines #2 at Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast

23+25 May Poetry Ireland Introductions Series at ILFD

24 May Irish Times Book Club in conversation

26 May Publish Your Passion in assoc. with ILFD

28 May AL Kennedy masterclass in assoc. with ILFD

24-28 Jun BooksGoSocial Writers’ Conference 


