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2016 is an auspicious year for the country and also for us here at the Irish Writers 
Centre, as we celebrate 25 years since the opening of our doors in Parnell Square. 
We are proud to have been awarded Arts Council funding for A Poet’s Rising as 
part of the 2016 national commemorations, featuring six of our best-loved poets, 
Paul Muldoon, Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin, Jessica Traynor, Theo Dorgan, Nuala Ní 
Dhomhnaill and Thomas Mc Carthy with a score by Colm Mac Con Iomaire. We 
have commissioned them to write and perform a poem for each day of the Rising 
– these will be filmed and made available as an app for download.
 To mark our anniversary, we are producing an anthology which takes an intro-
spective, sociological view of Irish writing over the last quarter of a century. The 
proposition is this: selecting from a range of themes, 25 fiction writers will write 
non-fiction essays which articulate and interpret the colossal changes in our cul-
ture since 1991. We can’t wait to see what they come up with. 
 As part of our continual self-assessment and re-invention, I’m happy to unveil 
Propel, a new series for writers wishing to deepen their knowledge in specific 
techniques or genres. Propel sessions this season include Writing Stand-Up 
Comedy (including Tara Flynn and Paul Tylak) and What’s Your Story? A Guide 
to Creating Your Fiction (including Catherine Dunne and Colin Barrett). The 
Mindshift series continues with the unmissable The Modern Writer: Essential 
Toolkit and our Irish language creative writing course is back.
 If you’re not a member already, think about it – you’re worth it.

Become an IWC Member! 
Bí i do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!

STANDARD MEMBER BENEFITS
•	Discounts on bookings.
•	Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 

surroundings 10am–5.30pm, Mon–Fri.
•	Free Wi-Fi.
•	The opportunity to mingle with other 

writers at launches and events.
•	Information on opportunities, 

competitions and events.
•	Annual members showcase.

PRoFESSIoNAl MEMBER BENEFITS
All the benefits of Standard Membership plus:
•	Consideration given for all 

employment opportunities.
•	Eligible for all WIRs/bursary applications.
•	opportunity to act as Member Nominee  

on IWC Board.
•	Eligible to be on selection panels 

for all IWC opportunities.

a Scríbhneoir,

Valerie Bistany 
Stiúrthóir

Membership of the IWC costs just €50 per annum and only €30 for students and the over 65s. In 2015, 
we introduced Professional Membership; it costs just €30 until 30 June 2016, and €50 until 31 Dec 
2016. We also introduced organisational Membership and Friends Membership for those looking to 
strengthen their links with the IWC. Find out more at www.irishwriterscentre.ie.



our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you 
identify your own level as a writer and to encourage you to try new courses:

Spring Courses 2016 • Cúrsaí an Earraigh 2016

MID-WEEk CourSES • CúrSaí LÁr-SEaChtainE

FoR ThE NovICE WRITER: will help you find your way into your 
own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 
with an experienced professional facilitator.
FoR WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 
emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and 
develop your creative abilities.
WoRkShoPS FoR WRITERS who are eager to step out of 
their zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different forms, 
genres, or styles. 
lED By INDUSTRy PRoFESSIoNAlS, these workshops are 
designed to help the writer to work on essential skills that are 
part and parcel of being a professional writer in the public eye.

Shaping the Short Story with alan McMonaglE 
MON 1 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
A short story is an arrow in flight. Deploying a mix of theory, exercise and class 
discussion, this eight-week course will steer participants through the elements 
of an effective short story: beginnings and endings; voice, tone and point-of-view; 
characterisation and dialogue; language and setting. Participants will examine the 
objectives of a short story, reference proven masters and apply topics covered to 
prompt-based exercises. Suitable for committed beginners and those who have 
been writing for some time. Alan McMonagle has published two collections of short 
stories (Liar Liar and Psychotic Episodes), and holds an MA in Writing from NUI, Gal-
way. In 2015 Alan signed a two-book deal with Picador.

Creative Writing 101 with YVonnE CullEn
MON 1 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
on this eight-week course, the guidance of poet, prose writer and teacher yvonne 
Cullen will help you towards achieving your writing goals. Expect to contribute to 
lively discussions and attempt brief exercises in the classroom while taking on 
challenges to try at home. Participants will be asked to share their writing expec-
tations and will practise close reading with a view to learning from other writers' 
skills. Suitable for new and returning writers, develop best practice writing habits 
designed to stick. Author of Invitation to the Air (poetry), and A Winter Quarters (non-
fiction, forthcoming in 2016), yvonne Cullen has led writing classes all round Ireland 
with great success for the last twenty-two years.

Beginner

Emerging

Specialised

Prof. Development

__
__
__
__

 B
eg
in

ne
r

tosnaitheoir

ag borradh

Sainspéis

Forbairt Ghairimiúil

Féach an suíomh-idirlín do shonraí breise faoin chúrsa            1



Poetry and Prose with Mark granIEr 
TUES 2 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 5 WEEKS • €140/€120 MEMBERS 
What, if anything, distinguishes a poem from other forms of writing? Prose can 
certainly be poetic and contemporary poetry can contain elements of prose, and of 
course there is ‘the prose poem’. This course is designed for writers who are keen 
to begin but remain intimidated by the blank page. As well as writing assignments 
and handouts, group discussion will play an important part in these sessions. 
Poems, stories, essays and memoirs by contemporary writers will all be examined, 
teasing out the essential qualities of poetry and prose. Mark Granier is a poet 
and photographer based in Dublin. his latest collection Haunt was published by 
Salmon Poetry in 2015.
 
Begin your novel with DaVID ButlEr 
WED 3 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
Do you have an idea for a novel? Perhaps you’ve even written a chapter or two and 
now find yourself wondering how to progress to a completed first draft. In this 
ten-week course, facilitator David Butler will help you to workshop your novel-in-
progress by examining areas such as point-of-view, structure, effective openings, 
humour, irony, etc.,  in order to help you create a page-turning work of fiction. By the 
end of the ten weeks your novel will be, as Alfred hitchcock phrased it, 'life with the 
dull bits cut out'. David Butler’s most recent publications are the novels The Judas 
Kiss (2012) and City of Dis (2014), and the story collection No Greater Love (2013). 

Finding your Form with nESSa o’MahonY 
TUES 9 FEB • 11.00AM – 1.00PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
For a writer, there is nothing more terrifying then a blank page or an empty screen. 
Finding your Form will take you through the first steps from finding inspiration to 
polishing your drafts. Participants will explore the craft of writing, from structur-
ing stories to character development, to discovering their own sources of imagery. 
Poetry, short and long fiction and memoir will be examined and the course will con-
sist of a combination of in-class tuition and exercises, and peer critiquing of work-
in-progress. Nessa o’Mahony has published four volumes of poetry. She won the 
National Women’s Poetry Competition in 1997 and was shortlisted for the Patrick 
kavanagh Prize and hennessy literature Awards. www.nessaomahony.com 

Writing Memoir with IVY BannIStEr 
WED 10 FEB • 2.00PM – 4.00PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
This course will explore the elements of writing memoir:  theme, structure, voice 
and narrative; character and place. The objective will be to get the story out of your 
head and onto the page in a safe environment. Participants will look briefly at the 
work of some master memoirists, but the focus will be on you, and the work you 
bring into the classroom.  Ivy Bannister has written a memoir, Blunt Trauma; a book 
of short stories, Magician; a poetry collection, Vinegar and Spit; a number of plays 
for RTÉ radio, and more than fifty pieces for Sunday Miscellany and The Living Word. 

www.irishwriterscentre.ie2



6-Week Starter kit with JEan o’BrIEn 
TUES 15 MARCH • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This course is for writers starting out in fiction, be it memoir, short story, poetry or 
a novel. you will explore different writing genres with hands -on exercises, reading 
the works of established writers and workshopping the participants’ own work. 
This critiquing will be done in an encouraging and friendly atmosphere along with 
tips and advice. By the end of the six weeks participants should have a clearer 
idea of what writing entails and how to pursue it. Jean o'Brien is an award-winning 
poet with four collections to her name and a ‘New and Selected’ due from Salmon 
Poetry in 2016. She has facilitated many creative writing workshops in places as 
diverse as festivals, schools, community groups, prisons and libraries.  

teens Mid-term Fiction Workshop with DEIrDrE SullIVan
TUES–THUR, 22–24 MARCH • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 3 DAY • €150
This workshop for young adult writers will focus on creating pieces of work that they 
can edit and develop over the course of the three days. The participants will work 
on building stories, characters and worlds, and also explore what works and doesn't 
work for them in the fiction they consume. Drawing on the fantastic and common-
place as writing prompts, the students will engage with a variety of ways to craft 
and hone their fiction. Deirdre Sullivan is a writer and teacher from Galway. She has 
written three novels (Prim Improper, Improper Order, Primperfect) for young adults, 
with a fourth, Needlework, forthcoming. 

Finish Your Children’s Book with Sarah WEBB 
THUR 21 JAN • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 7 WEEKS • €195/€170 MEMBERS 
This course is aimed at writers who have attended one of Sarah's ever popular 'Start 
Writing for Children' courses in the Irish Writers Centre. Every week participants will 
share their writing and get feedback from Sarah and the class. They will also have 
the chance to talk to a debut children's writer, an experienced children's writer and 
a children's editor, and will work towards preparing their book for submission. Sarah 
Webb writes for both children and adults. The first book in her new series, The Song-
bird Café Girls, Mollie Cinnamon Is not a Cupcake has recently been published. Sarah 
is the Children’s Curator of the Mountains to Sea dlr Book Festival. 

Screenwriting Workshop with  
raChEl o Flanagan & MarY katE o Flanagan
WED 3 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.45PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
This is an advanced course which will address sophisticated techniques such as: 
parsing a scene; replacing dialogue with visuals (The lubitsch Touch); honing char-
acters (especially secondary  characters); beats of transformation over the arc of 
the story; communicating back-story elegantly and economically. There will be 
some student participation and examination of works-in-progress in the second 
half of the course. Participants should be willing to share their work in a group set-
ting. There will also be a chance to have a one-on-one consultation on works-in-
progress for each writer. Rachel and Mary kate o Flanagan work with screenwrit-
ers nationally and internationally helping to shape scripts for film and television.  
www.adramaticimprovement.com
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Essay and Memoir with hEnrY McDonalD 
TUES 9 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
In the 24/7 world of instant communication, media saturation and decreasing con-
centration, there has been a surprising comeback for the 'long read' or essay-style 
feature. This course breaks into two component parts in which students will be en-
couraged to both choose a topic that might be suitable as a memoir and a separate 
project that could make up an extended longer feature. henry McDonald is the au-
thor of the critically acclaimed NI Troubles-childhood memoir Colours. he is the Ire-
land Correspondent for The Guardian and The Observer, and has written for a range 
of publications such as The Spectator and GQ magazine. 

Playwriting II with MIChEllE rEaD
THUR 11 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €240/€220 MEMBERS
Extend and deepen your understanding of writing for live dramatic performance. 
Playwriting II continues the process of exploring dramatic writing through practical 
exercises based on contemporary texts and examples. It is a hands-on eight-week 
course which looks at key areas of performance writing and encourages partici-
pants to create ideas and develop scenes for critical feedback. Professional ac-
tors will join the course to bring the work of the students to life.  Michelle Read is a 
Dublin-based playwright and dramaturg. her production awards include the hugh 
leonard Bursary and the Eamon keane Full length Play Award, the Stewart Parker/
BBC Northern Ireland Drama Award and a Fringe First. 

travel Writing with ManChán Magan
TUES 2 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
At its heart travel writing is simply good storytelling – a gripping narrative with be-
lievable characters and an evocative sense of place. Manchán Magan passionately 
believes in travel writing as the perfect combination of memoir, history, geography and 
adventure story. over six weeks, participants will learn how to structure absorbing 
sentences and meld anecdote, insight and a sense of place into timeless pieces of 
writing for either personal memoir, travel journalism or literature – transforming the 
sights, sounds and soul of a journey into engaging prose. Manchán Magan is a travel 
documentary-maker. he has written books on his travels in Africa, India and South 
America, and wrote the ‘Magan’s World’ travel column for The Irish Times.

Comics and the graphic novel with DEClan ShalVEY
WED 3 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
While comic characters and superheroes have a huge presence in our popular cul-
ture, they are only part of a genre contained within a much more imaginative me-
dium. Comics and graphic novels are sequential storytelling: the balance of words 
and pictures. over six weeks, Declan Shalvey will take you through the process of 
creating a piece of sequential storytelling with a mix of lectures and workshops. 
Participants will produce a short story, both written and drawn. Declan Shalvey 
is an award-winning artist known for his work with Marvel Comics such as Venom, 
Deadpool and the critically acclaimed Moon Knight with writer Warren Ellis. 

(No class:  
ThUR 17 MARCh)
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historical Fiction with Conor koStICk
THUR 4 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS
This course is for writers who are setting their novels in the past. The main challenge 
of writing historical fiction is that of immersing the reader in a particular period and 
place without the prose becoming overburdened with historical information. Conor 
will lead discussions of examples of successful historical fiction and include topics 
such as world building; characterisation; drama; dialogue and plot resolution. Par-
ticipants will also get to workshop excerpts of their work. Conor kostick is an award-
winning novelist and historian. In 2015, he was appointed both President of the Irish 
Jury of the EU Prize for literature and to the Board of the National library of Ireland.
 
Ceardlanna Ficsin le MÍChEál Ó ruaIrC 
Dé MáiRT 9 FEABHRA • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 SEACHTAiN • €100
Clúdóidh na ceardlanna na gnéithe seo de phrós-scríbhneoireacht na Gaeilge – plota, 
stíl, cómhrá éifeachtach, coimhlint, teannas, struchtúir, cruthú carachtair agus conas 
aird an léitheora a ghreamú. Clúdófar freisin na bealaí is fearr chun gearrscéalta, úrscé-
alta agus na genre éagsúla eile a ullmhú le haghaidh foilsitheoireachta. Déanfar mar-
gadh na scríbhneoireachta Gaeilge a phlé go mion agus na deiseanna atá ann do scríb-
hneoirí. Tá clú agus cáil bainte amach ag rannpháirtithe ceardlainne de chuid Mícheál Ó 
Ruairc cheana féin – leabhair curtha i gcló agus duaiseanna buaite acu. Cuirfear fáilte 
roimh scríbhneoirí a bhfuil saothar curtha i gcló cheana acu agus roimh thosaitheoirí. 

Crime Fiction with louISE PhIllIPS 
MON 15 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
During this ten-week course participants will learn the ‘how to’ of creating a grip-
ping crime story, using tension, pace and effective dialogue, whilst developing great 
characters and a page-turning novel. There will be modules on police procedure and 
forensics, and you will also receive editorial critique to sharpen your fictional voice. 
A number of louise’s students have achieved publishing deals or are now signed 
with agents. louise Phillips is the author of four bestselling psychological crime 
thrillers, all of which were nominated for the Best Irish Crime Novel of the year. her 
second novel, The Doll’s House, won the award in 2013. The Game Changer, her latest 
novel, was published to critical acclaim in 2015.  

Sci-Fi and Fantasy Fiction with oISÍn Mcgann 
THUR 18 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Science and fantasy fiction have never been as popular or in demand. This extended 
course will focus on the fundamental elements of storytelling in science fiction and 
fantasy. With a mixture of tuition, writing exercises and feedback, participants will 
explore ways of blending the real and the unreal, and develop practical writing tech-
niques and trade skills. The course will include down-to-earth advice on publishing, 
as well as on editing, production and promotion of your work. oisín McGann has pub-
lished eleven novels. he is a winner of the European Science Fiction Society Award 
and has been shortlisted for Locus Magazine’s Best First Novel.

(No class:  
ThUR 17 MARCh)

(No class:  
MoN 28 MARCh)

(No class:  
ThUR 17 MARCh)

___________
SPecialiSeD
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Dystopian Fiction with PEaDar Ó guIlÍn 
TUES 29 MARCH • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 5 WEEKS • €140/€120 MEMBERS
The allure of dystopian fiction is undeniable. over five weeks this course will focus on 
the building blocks of genre storytelling: voice, character creation, plotting and world 
building. Participants will learn how these elements fit together to form a compelling 
experience for the reader. The practicalities of being a writer will be discussed such as 
how to get work into print, as well as looking at, among other things, agents, editors, 
submissions and self-publishing. There will be homework and personal feedback for 
those who want it. Peadar Ó Guilín is the author of numerous dystopian novels which 
have been translated into nine languages. his next book, The Call, will be published on 
both sides of the Atlantic in 2016. 

Edit Your novel, a Publisher’s Perspective* with CIara DoorlEY 
WED 3 FEB • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This six-week course will teach you how to edit a work-in-progress, and to hone and 
perfect the script before submission. Examining the various elements of fiction writing 
including voice, characterisation, setting and plot, the course will provide an overview 
of the editing process. Writers will also be given feedback on their work and discuss 
how their writing might fit within the commercial world of publishing. Ciara Doorley 
is Editorial Director at hachette Books Ireland. She commissions and edits a broad 
range of bestselling fiction and non-fiction including the acclaimed memoirs Star-
ing at Lakes and Hanging with the Elephant. *Writers will be asked to submit 15,000 
words of a work-in-progress ten days before the course commences.

Mindshift: the Modern Writer - Essential toolkit*  
with VarIouS ExPErtS 
WED 6 APR • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 4 WEEKS • €130/€110 MEMBERS 
Being a professional writer nowadays comes with a lot of challenges and opportu-
nities. The internet provides boundless possibilities for the writer to connect with 
their audience and promote their work. As well as writing, you now need to be able to 
present and perform your work particularly on the festival circuit. We have identified 
four key development areas crucial to the contemporary writer. Rosemary MacCabe 
(journalist and social media expert), Michelle Read (playwright and dramaturg), Martin 
Doyle (Assistant literary Editor, The Irish Times) and Bert Wright (curator of Mountains 
to Sea dlr Book Festival) will guide you through four key development areas: Digital 
Marketing for Writers, Writer as Performer, The Art of Self Promotion and Getting the 
Gig, respectively. *This course is for professional published authors only.

_____ ___________
Prof. DeveloPment

Join us for our open Day - January 2016
SAT 30 JAN • 11.00AM – 3.00PM 

• Information session on our Greenbean Novel Fair 
• Presentation on our Professional 

Development initiatives for writers
• Sample an inkslingers session – our popular 

and longest running writing group 

• Drop into a New Irish Communities 
session, an open creative writing group 
for non-native English speakers

• Free tours of the building
• Free tea, coffee, cake and biscuits

CoME IN AND SAMPlE oUR NEW GREENbEAN CoFFEE FRoM oUR NoVEl FAIR SPoNSoR!



Start Writing for Children and teenagers with Sarah WEBB
SAT 6 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Do you have an idea for a children's book? Are you unsure how to go about writing 
it? Then this practical, hands-on day, led by experienced writer and teacher, Sar-
ah Webb is for you. During the day you will cover characters, plot, structure, dia-
logue and so much more. Sarah Webb has written over 34 books for all ages, includ-
ing the Ask Amy Green series (age 10+) and the The Songbird Café Girls (age 8+). In 
2015 she won the Children's Books Ireland Award for outstanding Contribution to 
Children's literature. She gives regular talks and workshops at literary festivals, 
schools and libraries all over Ireland.  www.sarahwebb.ie

Comedy Writing taster for tV and Film with FErDIa Macanna
SAT 13 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
If you want to try your hand at writing comedy for the big or small screen, or if you 
wish to develop your comedy script and comic vision, then this new one-day com-
edy writing seminar may be just what you need. you could create the next Blackad-
der, Annie Hall, Fawlty Towers or Knocked Up – the possibilities are endless. Ferdia  
MacAnna is an award-winning writer, producer and director. he has developed dra-
ma series and comedies for the BBC, RTÉ and TG4. he lectures in screenwriting at 
IADT, NUIM and DCU. At present he is a facilitator at the Innovation Academy, UCD. 

 
ProPEl: What's Your Story? a guide to Creating Your Fiction 
with ColIn BarrEtt, CathErInE DunnE & othEr authorS
SAT 20 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
‘My writing process isn't a very organized thing’ – Chuck Palahniuk. We all have dif-
ferent ways of working and writing a novel is no different. While you can adhere 
to some basic rules, how you transfer your ideas to the page is highly individual 
and something that a writer crafts and develops over time. over a range of forms 
that can be applied across the board Colin Barrett, Catherine Dunne and other au-
thors have agreed to share their invaluable expertise and personal experiences of 
the process of creating their diverse fictions. See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for 
full line-up.

reading Contemporary Poetry with harrY ClIFton
SAT 20 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY •  €80/€70 MEMBERS
Following the success of the Reading Poetry series, this is a one-day condensation of 
the principal issues, conflicts and breaks with the past that make up what we know 
today as contemporary poetry. From the late nineteenth century through the psychic 
breakdowns, flirtations with politics, pop performance and the great age of transla-
tion through to the present, it is now a category in itself. The approach is informal, 
no previous knowledge is assumed, and handouts for reading and discussion will be 
provided. harry Clifton was Ireland Professor of Poetry from 2010 to 2013. his recent 
publications are The Holding Centre; Selected Poems 1974 – 2004 (Bloodaxe Books) 
and Ireland and its Elsewheres (UCD Press).

WEEkEnD CourSES • CúrSaí SEaChtainE
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Writing opinion Pieces with kIttY hollanD
SAT 27 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Join one of Ireland’s best-known journalists, kitty holland, for this insightful and in-
formative one-day session in mastering the opinion piece. Participants will learn to 
understand the form and use quick-thinking to produce strong, confident commen-
tary on the ever-changing world as it is today. This is an ideal primer for those who 
wish to illuminate important issues or use their own life experiences in their writing. 
kitty holland is a staff reporter with a particular interest in human rights and social 
justice. She has reported widely on such issues as homelessness, drug addiction, pov-
erty, Travellers, immigrants’ rights, domestic violence and gay, lesbian and transgen-
der rights. She has been with The Irish Times since 1998. 

Managing Creativity Seminar Series presented by the 
IrISh WrItErS CEntrE in association with BantEr
SAT 27 FEB • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
For writers, artists and arts managers, finishing the work is just the start of the creative 
process. In today’s digital driven and event focused environment, it can be challenging 
to disseminate your work and ensure it gets the exposure it deserves. With the help of 
numerous guest experts from a range of artistic fields (e.g. literature, media, design), 
this one-day series of panels will give participants a grounding in some of the key skills 
around managing, selling and marketing your own creative projects. Chaired by Jim 
Carroll (Banter and The Irish Times) there will be four panels in total covering topics in-
cluding: setting up one-off events, getting your work into festivals, marketing, funding, 
finances and social media. Check www.irishwriterscentre.ie for full line-up.

how to Prepare and Present Yourself and Your Work to agents and 
Publishers with SuSan & Paul FElDStEIn
SAT 5 MARCH • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
While writing your novel is the hard part, getting it in front of publishers and agents 
is another hurdle all writers have to cross. This comprehensive seminar will cover 
all you need to know about contacting agents and publishers, and preparing and 
submitting your work to them, including a market overview, fiction synopses, non-
fiction book proposals, cover letters and C.v.s, online presence, ebook vs print, and 
more. Susan and Paul Feldstein are co-owners of the Feldstein Agency, a literary 
agency and book publishing consultancy based in Northern Ireland.

ProPEl: Writing Stand-up Comedy 
with tara FlYnn, Paul tYlak, Sharon MannIon & DannY kEhoE 
SAT 12 MARCH • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
have you got a funny bone? Ever thought you’d like to stand up in front of a crowd 
and make them laugh but didn’t know where to begin? or perhaps you’ve tried but 
failed miserably. Either way this is for you. our new one-day mix of seminars and 
workshops strips the art of stand-up comedy down to the basics and highlights 
what it takes to be a successful stand-up performer. learn from seasoned stand-up 
and comedic professionals the tools essential for comedy writing and performance. 
The day will encompass the following: Write for Stand-Up; Something from Nothing: 
Improvising as a Writing Tool; Finding the Funny; Winning over your Audience.

___________
SPecialiSeD

_____ ___
Prof. Dev

_____ ___
Prof. Dev

___________
SPecialiSeD
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Writing Book reviews with Sarah gIlMartIn
SAT 12 MARCH • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This one-day course will cover the basics of reviewing fiction. Research, structure, 
writing and editing reviews will be taught and discussed among participants. Sub-
jectivity and bias will be considered, as will the importance of language precision 
when reviewing. Participants will be asked to write their own draft of a review for 
analysis and should come prepared with a specific novel in mind. Sarah Gilmartin is 
a freelance arts journalist who writes a weekly column on new fiction for The Irish 
Times and contributes arts reviews and features to the website. Sarah also reviews 
for the Sunday Business Post and Tv3’s Ireland:AM. She lectures in feature writing 
at Dublin City University and Dublin Business School.

how Fiction Works with Ian SanSoM
SAT 2 APRiL • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
In this practical, step-by-step seminar Ian Sansom will seek to debunk common 
myths about writing fiction and will provide some simple methods and techniques 
that can be used by writers at any stage of their writing careers. Using structured ex-
ercises and examples from classic and contemporary fiction, the course will explore 
some of the many ways in which fiction works. Ian Sansom is a novelist and critic. he 
is the author of thirteen books of fiction and non-fiction, including the Mobile library 
series. The most recent book in his latest series The County Guides (harper Collins) 
is Death in Devon (2015).

What not to Do in the Short Story with alan McMonaglE
SAT 9 APRiL • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Short fiction has been experiencing a resurgence of late. Tough to sell but often 
superbly written, short stories require a tremendous amount of skill and efficiency 
on the part of the author. yet for editors the process of wading through unending 
volumes of short stories can be painful. Writers, new and seasoned alike, are guilty 
of committing the same mistakes over and over again. Join seasoned writer and 
facilitator Alan McMonagle for an insight into the cardinal sins of short story-writ-
ing. Alan McMonagle has published two collections of short stories (Liar Liar and 
Psychotoic Episodes), and holds and MA in Writing from NUI, Galway. In 2015 Alan 
signed a two-book deal with Picador.
  
new Irish Communities Weekend Sessions with Mark granIEr
CONTiNUES EVERY 2ND SAT FROM 16 JAN ONWARD • Bi-WEEKLY • 
11.00AM – 1.00PM • €6 PER SESSiON OR €20 FOR A COURSE OF 4 SESSiONS
Every second Saturday, join writer and creative writing facilitator Mark Granier 
for two hours of creative writing exercises with feedback on your work. Share your 
life experiences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well in English. 
This course is perfect for non-native English speakers with an interest in creative 
writing. Some proficiency in English is recommended. Mark Granier is a poet and 
photographer based in Dublin. his latest collection Haunt was published by Salmon 
Poetry in 2015. 
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thank you 
_______________________________________

Introduction to Editorial Skills with Sarah SoDhI 
WED 10 FEB + THUR 11 FEB • 9.30AM – 5.00PM • 2 DAYS • €645/€595  
iWC, Pub irl, AFEPi or SfEP

For the very first time, the PTC and IWC are offering new editors the opportunity to 
learn proofreading and copy-editing skills – on-screen and on paper – in tandem. 
This course offers a unique three-step blended learning approach that combines 
self-study, a two-day classroom group course, and assessment. learn how to use 
the key skills of copy-editing and proofreading on various different types of content, 
understand how different methods of working impact editorial workflow and 
appreciate how the roles of copy-editor and proofreader fit within today's publishing 
process. This course contributes to PUB 14 and PUB 19 of the Book & Journal 
Publishing National occupational Standards. This is also the first PTC open course to 
offer PQB certification. Sarah Sodhi is an editor and project manager at the forefront 
of digital editing techniques and runs the company Red Door Media. 
 
rewriting and Substantive Editing with anDrEW StEEDS
THUR 14 APRiL • 9.30AM – 5.00PM • 1 DAY • €295/€265 
iWC, Pub irl, AFEPi or SfEP

Some content requires more than just a quick copy-edit. This course, which combines 
practical exercises with group discussion, will help you assess and improve these 
texts efficiently and effectively. you'll work on your own, in pairs and as a group to 
analyse the stylistic problems of different types of text, look at a range of solutions and 
adjust presentation and construction to guarantee effective communication. learn 
how to explain why a piece of writing doesn’t work, present strategies for improving 
it, adjust its level and tone, apply the techniques learnt to any text to enhance its 
accessibility and sense. This course contributes to PUB 14 and PUB 19 of the Book 
& Journal Publishing National occupational Standards. Andrew Steeds worked as a 
publisher in three of the major Uk educational publishing companies before going 
freelance in 1992. he now runs Simply Put which offers writing, project management 
and consultancy to organisations that want to communicate more effectively with the 
full range of their readers.

thE PuBlIShIng traInIng CEntrE, lonDon 
in association with the IrISh WrItErS CEntrE 

_____ ___________
Prof. DeveloPment

ThE PUBlIShING TRAINING CENTRE, loNDoN
in association with the iRiSH WRiTERS CENTRE 
<can we fit the PTC and IWC logos here same as autumn 2015 programme? >

We are very grateful to our generous donors:

Mercury Engineering ltd • Crh plc • 

Sisk group • Jones Engineering group 

www.irishwriterscentre.ie10



The President will visit the Centre on 13 January 2016, 
marking what promises to be a memorable inaugural event 
in our 25th anniversary celebration year. 
 We are also thrilled to welcome six new Ambassadors 
who will act to promote and endorse the Irish Writers 
Centre over the next three years. They are all key literary 
figures in Irish literature selected across a range of disci-
plines and we look forward to working with them in further-
ing the aims and ambitions of the Irish Writers Centre both 
at home and abroad.
 The Irish Writers Centre Ambassadors are: Anne Enright, 
Éilís Ní Dhuibhne, John Banville, Joseph o’Connor, Marian 
keyes and Roy Foster.

announcement 

We're delighted to welcome the 

President of ireland, 
Michael D. Higgins 

to the Irish Writers Centre on  
WED 13 JANUARY 2016

We are delighted to announce that President of 

Ireland, Michael D. higgins, has kindly agreed 

to become the Patron of the irish Writers centre.

FurthEr 
InForMatIon 
+ BookIng 

Go to the Professional 

Development Section 

of our site to see 

what writers and 

industry professionals 

are available.

ManuSCrIPt DEVEloPMEnt:
Meet with an experienced and published author of your choice who will:
• read your work in-depth 
• provide you with a written report in advance of the meeting
• meet one-to-one for an hour and a half to provide 

further feedback and give direction
you can meet the author/mentor just once, or on a number of occasions for 
ongoing manuscript development. you can provide new or revised text in 
advance of each meeting. 
WE oFFEr MEntorIng For thE FolloWIng ForMS anD gEnrES:
Novels, short fiction, playwriting, Tv & film scripts, poetry, historical fiction, 
fantasy fiction, crime writing, feature writing, freelance journalism, travel 
writing and more.
ConSultatIon:
Involves a one-hour meeting with a writer or professional to seek industry 
advice and information on any of the following areas: 
• book publicity
• author contracts
• marketing and social media
• introduction to the 

publishing industry

• managing book launches
• teaching creative writing
• engaging festival 

curators or venues
• and more...

MEntorIng PrograMME • CLÁr COMhairLEOirEaChta

See website for further course details 11



For further discussion and advice on the programme and guidance on submitting: 
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• Offers aspiring or published writers a one-
year course which examines the process and 
composition of prose fi ction. 

• A combination of critical workshops and 
individual mentoring guides students 
towards completing either a novel or a short 
story collection. 

• Considers the creative writing process from 
intellectual, psychological, economic and 
cultural angles. 

• Also emphasises the business and professional 
environment of writing, with seminars 
presented by agents and publishers and 
master classes by established writers.

‘My work was pushed forward by the energy and drive of 
the tutors, and pulled apart by their sharing of skills and 
expertise. I never dreamt I could write so much in such a 

short space of time.’ 

JOAN CHRISTIE, MFA Class of 2013

AMERICAN COLLEGE DUBLIN 
IN ASSOCIATION with THE IRISH WRITERS CENTRE 

Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing 

American College Dublin, a constituent college of Irish American University, 
is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education

€5.95 / £4.95

MAEVE BINCHY

OSCAR WILDE

PATRICK JOSEPH
CLUNE

'                  

€5.95 / £4.95

SEAMUS HEANEY

GERALD DAWAWA E

KEN BRUEN

 
  

     

   
     

€5.95 / £4.95

GAEILGE AS GOOGLE

PROFANITY,FALLIBILITY, THEABSURD

SEASONALOFFERINGS

 
       

        

4

AvAvA ailable at all good newsagents and bookstores or ring 01-2933568

tthhe worlldd off
Irish books–
every two
month

y
h

y
s

Now available
as a digital edition
www.booksirelandmagazine.com

€5.95 / £4.95

GAEILGE AS GOOGLE
PROFANITY,FALLIBILITY, THEABSURD

SEASONALOFFERINGS
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See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for more details

give your loved ones
the gift of writing 
this Christmas.

2017 launch
Irish Writers Centre

14 april 2016 7pm

25 YEarS 1991–2016__ _____ ____ ____

our gift cards are available in any 
denomination and can be redeemed 
against any of our courses.

gift Card

Féach an suíomh-idirlín do shonraí breise faoin chúrsa            13



The Stinging Fly

irish Writers centre, 19 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

info@writerscentre.ie • 01 872 1302 • www.irishwriterscentre.ie

IRELAND

25 YEarS 1991–2016__ _____ ____ ____What’s on 
this Spring

6 Jan nollaig na mBan event with the anti-room

12 Jan Milk & Cookie Stories. repeated on 2nd tues of every month

13 Jan Visit from President of Ireland, Michael D. higgins (closed event) 

29 Jan takin the Mic open mic night. also on 26 Feb, 25 Mar, 22 apr

30 Jan
Songwriting masterclass with Duke Special in assoc. 
with tradfest

30 Jan open Day: fi nd out more about the Centre

20 Feb Propel: What's Your Story? a guide to Creating Your Fiction

27 Feb Managing Creativity in assoc. with Banter

2 Mar Compass lines: a north/South writer exchange

10 Mar
reic: bilingual spoken word event in assoc. with Five 
lamps Festival

12 Mar
Screenwriting Workshop with Ferdia Macanna in assoc. with Five 
lamps Festival

15 Mar
‘I am Dublin’ fl ash fi ction showcase in assoc. with Five 
lamps Festival

31 Mar a Poet’s rising – commemorating 1916 with live readings 

14 apr greenbean novel Fair 2017 launch event 

20+21 
apr

Fallen book crawl in assoc. with Dublin unESCo 
one City, one Book

EVEntS at thE IrISh WrItErS CEntrE
ar Siúl in Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann


