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Team at the Irish Writers Centre

A scríbhneoir, a chara,
Summer is nigh. Festival season has arrived and we’re excited to have teamed up with Cúirt 

in Galway and ILF Dublin with ten Young Writer Delegates who will give us the literary low-down 
on festival events. In May, Bealtaine Festival features IWC Ambassador Éilís Ní Dhuibhne here 
in the centre, and we’re co-curating with IWC professional writers’ group WORD to bring you a 
Proposition: Should We Fear the Algorithm? Indeed… make up your own mind.

We are rightly proud of our courses, with fantastic writer-facilitators and courses for all levels 
and tastes. Beginner and specialised courses feature the excellent Tanya Farrelly, Kevin Curran, 
Louise Philips, Sarah Gilmartin and Alan McMonagle. Why not experience poetry Finglas-
style with Rachael Hegarty or characters with Claudia Carroll? Or else, try the extraordinary 
possibilities of Writing For Animation with Deirdre Roycroft, or maybe, Jonathan Kesselman’s 
Screenwriting might be just the ticket?

We have food on the brain with Lilly Higgins who is Food Writing, and murder on our hands 
with crime writing courses from Declan Burke and Shane Dunphy. There are oodles of weekend 
workshops on offer, from Bilingual Writing with Celia de Fréine and Ciara Ní É, Short Stories 
from Life with Melatu Uche Okorie, and Life Writing with our own Arnold Fanning. 

Around the island, Rosemary Jenkinson will facilitate Writing Tiny Plays during Cavan Arts 
Festival and look out for our roaming Cavan County Writer in Residence. A heap of residencies 
will be advertised soon, so professional writers, keep an eye out in our newsletter.

If you haven’t already, do consider becoming a Member or a Friend of the IWC. Your support 
is vital to help us deliver the best services we can possibly provide to all writers at all stages. 
Many thanks and féach leat go luath in the IWC.

Valerie Bistany, Stiúrthóir.

Helen Mulvany  
Weekend Administrator

Paul Fitzgerald  
Maintenance

Fiona O’Rourke  
Membership Administrator

Kiki Drost 
Projects Administrator

Orla Martin  
IWC Administrator

Betty Stenson 
Education Programmer

Lisa de Jong  
Comms and Events Officer

Valerie Bistany  
Director
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The Irish Writers Centre is the national 
resource organisation for writers on the island 
of Ireland. For over a quarter of a century, the 
IWC has provided professional supports to 
meet the needs of writers of all forms and 
genres, at all stages of their development  
in Irish and English. We offer creative  
writing courses, professional training, 
information, networking opportunities,  
cross-border programmes and events in 
venues all over the island, abroad, and from 
our beautiful Georgian building on Parnell 
Square in the heart of Dublin’s newest 
Cultural Quarter.

We continue to find ways for writers to 
connect and develop. In May, we are rolling 
out a newly-developed co-curation series 
entitled Proposition, which focusses on topics 
selected by writers. Our pilot project partners 
with WORD, the IWC’s Professional Members’ 
group, with an event exploring differing views 
on Artificial Intelligence.  

Our five-year strategy (2017-2021) commits 
to meeting the needs of all writers, with a 
special focus on the next generation. First 

initiated at Cúirt International Literature 
Festival last year, the IWC Young Writer 
Delegates Programme (YWD) is intended to 
give young writers an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in a literature festival, soak up the 
atmosphere and to contribute to it as active 
participants. We are delighted to deliver the 
YWD programme with Cúirt again in April 
and with International Literature Festival 
Dublin in May.

The Irish Writers Centre is governed by 
a voluntary board of directors, chaired by 
Liz McManus. They are: Martina Devlin, 
James Harpur, Paul Moore, Luán Ó Braonáin, 
Mary O’Donnell, Jenni Barrett, Deirdre Lillis, 
Margaret Hayes, Susanne Dirks, Dermot 
Davis and Cathal Póirtéir. Many thanks to 
Hillary Fennell and Rossa Ó Snodaigh for their 
contribution to the Board over many years 
and who recently retired.

We continue to open our doors to  
our members, writers, readers, literature 
industry professionals and the general 
public and look forward to seeing you at the 
Centre soon.
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Become an Irish Writers Centre Member!
Bí í do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!
For over a quarter of a century, the IWC has provided professional support 
to meet the needs of writers of all forms and genres, at all stages of their 
development in Irish and English. Support us and you support writers 
around the island, and become part of the Irish writing community in Ireland.    
See www.irishwriterscentre.ie/membership for more information.
Standard and professional membership of the IWC costs just €50 per 
annum and only €30 for students, the unwaged, parenting alone and the 
over 65s. Membership runs until 31 Dec 2019.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER BENEFITS
 � Discounts on bookings
 � Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 

Surroundings, 10am – 5.30pm, Mon – Fri
 � Free Wi-Fi
 � The opportunity to mingle with other 

writers at launches and events
 � Opportunity to act as Member Nominee on 

IWC Board
 � Information on opportunities, 

competitions and events
 � Annual members showcase

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER BENEFITS
All the benefits of Associate Membership 
plus:
 � consideration given for all employment 

opportunities including one-to-one 
mentoring and course facilitation

 � eligibility for all WIRs/bursaries
 � opportunity to act as Member Nominee on 

IWC Board
 � eligibility to be on selection panels for all 

IWC opportunities

FRIENDS — INDIVIDUAL (Under €250).
We are encouraging a more philanthropic approach for friends and donors who like the work 
that we do and who wish to support our programmes and in turn support writers. Donors of 
under €250 can avail of Associate Member benefits. 

FRIENDS — CORPORATE PARTNERS (Over €250)
For Corporate Partners who like the work that we do and who wish to support our 
programmes and writers. Your organisation will be named as a Corporate Partner on our 
website in the calendar year of your donation as well as in our print programme. You will 
have priority for two special events at the Irish Writers Centre. Three levels of donation are 
available: Wordsmith, Muse and Genius. 
For more information on either of our Friends’ Schemes, please view our webpage  www.
irishwriterscentre.ie/collections/donate to read more.

Writers’ and Artists’ Social Welfare Initiative
In June 2017, the Irish Writers Centre welcomed the launch of a new pilot initiative which 
acknowledges the professional status of writers and artists applying for Jobseeker’s 
Allowance. The pilot is developed in partnership between the Department of Social 
Protection and the Department of Culture, as part of a key commitment to artists under 
the Creative Ireland programme. The Irish Writers Centre can issue Professional  
Members with a certificate which will confirm you as a Professional Member of the IWC 
and which will be accepted as evidence of your professional status when applying for 
Jobseeker’s Allowance.

A special  
thank you goes out to 
O’Shea Barry Solicitors 

Consider becoming  a donor of the Irish  Writers Centre!
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Professional Development
-------------------------------

As a resource organisation, a primary aim 
of the Irish Writers Centre is to provide various 
services for writers. Our mission is to support, 
promote and inform writers and we provide 
a comprehensive service for professional 
writers ranging from day-long workshops 
and residencies, to bursaries and mentoring. 
We also provide accomplished writers with a 
range of employment opportunities, including 
facilitating courses, presenting at festivals, 
participating on selection panels, and acting 
as curators and mentors. 

Florence, Italy

Continuous professional development 
is as important to writers as to any other 
professional, and in recognition of this, our 
Mindshift and Propel series seek to inform, 
advise and upskill writers in their career as 
artist, as facilitator, as networker, as self-
promoter and as tax payer.

We have two types of Writers-in-Residence 
(WIR) – one for writers to have time and space 
to write, and the second is a community 
engaged residency model, where writers act 
as facilitators working with marginalised or 
special interest groups. We also produce a 
number of collaborative projects aimed at 
support and growing various communities of 
emerging writers.

This year our residencies/projects  are:

 � the Jack Harte Bursary in partnership 
with the Tyrone Guthrie Centre

 � an international residency in St. 
Mark’s Church, Florence

 � seven residencies for IWC professional 
members in Cill Rialaig, Kerry

 � two Irish language bursaries in 
association with Anam Cara Writer’s 
and Artist’s Retreat, providing all-
inclusive individual and workshop 
retreats on the Beara Peninsula

 � an Online WIR

 � a roaming WIR in partnership with 
Irish Rail and Translink: NI Railways

 � a Community WIR in partnership 
with Enable Ireland

 � IWC/ILFD Young Writer Delegates 
Programme as part of International 
Literature Festival Dublin

 � an Irish Language Writer-
Led Literature project

 �  XBorders: Transition a cross-border 
engagement for emerging writers

 � An Irish-Norweigan Writers’ 
Exchange in partnership with the 
Norweigan Embassy, DublinBregen, Norway
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MID-WEEK COURSES • CÚRSAÍ LÁR-SEACHTAINE

Creating Characters with CLAUDIA CARROLL
THURS 2 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 1 DAY • €27.5/€25 MEMBERS
Having worked on stage and screen for many years, Claudia Carroll made the realisation that 
plotlines will come and go - particularly in a soap opera which just gobbles storyline - but it is 
the characters that audiences follow. Explore what it takes to create some truly memorable 
characters that leap off the page at you.

Beginner’s Fiction with TANYA FARRELLY
TUES 7 MAY • 2.00PM – 4.00PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
On this course, story structure, and the importance of dialogue, conflict and setting will be 
examined. Participants will learn by studying the craft of renowned short story writers and with 
the aid of writing prompts.

6-Week Starter Kit with KEVIN CURRAN
TUES 7 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
On this course, you will learn the basics of writing and much more. The focus will fall on finding 
your voice, character development, setting, dialogue, editing, theme, plot, creating conflict and 
sustaining tension.

Writing Short Stories with ALAN McMONAGLE
WED 8 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €240/€220 MEMBERS
A short story is an arrow in flight. Deploying a mix of theory, exercise and class discussion, this 
course will steer participants through the elements of an effective short story: beginnings and 
endings; voice, tone and point-of-view; characterisation and dialogue; language and setting.

 

 

 

Summer Courses 2019 • Clár an tSamhraidh 2019
Our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you identify your own level 
as a writer and to encourage you to try new courses:

Beginner

Tosnaitheoir

FOR THE NOVICE WRITER to help you find your way into your 

own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 

with an experienced professional facilitator.
 

Emerging

Ag borradh

FOR WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 

emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and develop 

your creative abilities.
 

Specialised

Sainspéis

WORKSHOPS FOR WRITERS who are eager to step out of their 

comfort zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different forms, 

genres, or styles.
 

Prof. Development

Forbairt Ghairimiúil

LED BY INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS, these workshops are 

designed to help you work on essential skills that are part and 

parcel of being a professional writer in the public eye.
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TUES 7 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
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6-Week Starter Kit with DAVID BUTLER
THURS 9 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
A successful writer must read widely, and then get writing. Along with your own works-in-
progress, examples of successful writing, focusing on areas such as: how and where to start; 
creating your own voice; effective dialogue, character building; and handling narrative structure, 
will be examined.

Begin Your Novel with LOUISE PHILLIPS
THURS 9 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €240/€220 MEMBERS
This course sets you on the exciting path of starting your novel or progressing your first draft. 
You will explore various elements of the writers’ toolbox to develop ideas, create characters, 
dialogue, theme, points of view and plot.

The Writers Way with TANYA FARRELLY
WED 12 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Attendees will look at the key aspects of fiction writing, exploring how to create intriguing 
characters, generate plot, and use dialogue effectively. You will also look at the importance of 
point of view, conflict and setting in stories.

Beginner’s Creative Writing with YVONNE CULLEN
MON 17 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Aimed at beginners or those who are looking to re-energise their writing, these classes will 
combine brief exercises in the classroom and challenges to try between meetings. Gentle 
workshopping, plus tips, tricks and advice from an expert.

Creative Non-Fiction with KEVIN BREATHNACH
TUES 7 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €240/€220 MEMBERS
This course explores non-fiction writing such as memoir, social commentary, cultural criticism, 
and the construction of narrative space and time. Through a combination of writing, reading and 
discussion, the ethical, political and aesthetic questions that underscore contemporary non-
fiction writing are addressed.

Find Your Form:  
with YVONNE CULLEN, DAVID BUTLER & MARK GRANIER
MON 13 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Are you genre fluid or should you settle on one writing form? In our new series, test the waters 
with 2 weeks of Creative Non-Fiction with Yvonne Cullen, 2 weeks of Fiction & Drama with David 
Butler and 2 weeks of Poetry with Mark Granier.

Focus Your Form: An Introduction to Poetic Forms -Finglas 
Style with RACHAEL HEGARTY
MON 13 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 3 WEEKS • €135/€120 MEMBERS
Dr. Rachael Hegarty and the workshoppers will examine different poetic forms and explore 
how form can contain and reveal content. This workshop will be a chance to write, revise and 
harness form to make the poem alright, like.

Writing Contemporary Fiction with PATRICIA O’REILLY
MON 13 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Irish contemporary writing is on fire! This course will assist writers to realise their writing 
ambitions and potential by finding and using their expertise to create fiction for today’s market, 
using a blend of creativity and learned skills.
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Writing YA and Children’s Literature with CONOR KOSTICK
THURS 2 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Conor will lead a weekly discussion of key topics such as characterisation, theme, world-building 
and plot. This will be followed by a workshop session, where you will have the opportunity to 
present your writing and get feedback and mentoring.

Screenwriting with JONATHAN KESSELMAN
TUES 7 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Screenwriting, like other writing disciplines, has its own rules, rhythms, and form. This workshop 
will teach you how to properly structure a feature length screenplay. By the last class, learners 
will have written an in-depth treatment from which to either pitch, or write their screenplay.

Writing for Animation with DEIRDRE ROYCROFT
TUES 7 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
If you are considering dipping a toe into the extraordinary possibilities offered by 21st century 
children’s animation, this is for you. From dreaming up a pitch, to elaborating an outline, crafting 
your first draft, and your second, and your third…

The Simple Act of Murder with DECLAN BURKE
WED 8 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €240/€220 MEMBERS
‘The Simple Art of Murder’ will cover those elements integral to all novels – plot and character, 
language, voice and setting – while paying particular attention to those aspects of the crime / 
mystery novel which make it the most popular genre in the world.

Feature Writing with SARAH GILMARTIN
THURS 20 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This course will offer an overview of feature writing for print and online media, including news 
features, interviews, reviews, travel writing and opinion pieces. Narrative and personal journalism 
will also be explored, where the techniques of fiction are used to document real life stories.
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New Irish Communities
Drop in sessions • Starts Sat 8 June • 11.00am – 1.00pm 
€5 per session
 � A writing community perfect for non-native English speakers* with an interest in 
creative writing. *Some proficiency in English is recommended

 � Join seasoned facilitators Mark Granier and Jean O’Brien at the Irish Writers Centre for two hours 
of creative writing exercises with feedback on your work

 � Become part of our online community: New Irish Communities – Creative Writing for Non-Native 
English Speakers on Facebook. For further details see www.irishwriterscentre.ie/newirish

 � Share your life experiences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well in English

‘When I arrived in Dublin I felt I was living in two different worlds...The New Irish 
Communities Group at the Irish Writers Centre helped me to overcome my sense of 
displacement and quickly made me feel at home.’ 
Gretha Viana



WEEKEND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ DEIREADH SEACHTAINE

Fiction Workshop with A.L. KENNEDY
SAT 27 APRIL • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This workshop will allow participants to revisit the basic principles of communication in prose 
and then to explore the natural consequences of those principles. Those attending should leave 
with a clear sense of the simplicity of prose.

Beginning Life Writing with ARNOLD FANNING
SAT 11 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Touching on different aspects of Life Writing from diary-writing to essay to creative non-fiction, 
writers new to this form will learn ideas about memoir writing and have the opportunity to write 
about their own experiences.

Capture the Moment with ENDA WYLEY
SAT 11 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Explore how the immediacy of a moment can be captured to tremendous effect in a poem. This 
interactive course will focus on the work of a wide range of inspiring poets and will also include 
group discussion and the creation of new writing.

Bilingual Writing with CELIA DE FRÉINE & CIARA NÍ É
SAT 11 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
The morning workshop with Celia de Fréine will explore the duality of writing in both languages 
and delve into the art of translation. In the afternoon, Ciara Ní É shows participants how to use 
spoken word as Gaeilge as an art form.
Sa cheardlann maidne fiosróidh Celia de Fréine dátheangachas sa scríbhneoireacht agus díreofar 
ar an aistriúchán mar chleachtas. San iarnóin déanfaidh Ciara Ní É cur síos ar filíocht ar an bhfocal 
labhartha i nGaeilge.

Writing & Illustrating a Children’s Picture Book  
with ADRIENNE GEOGHEGAN
SAT 18 & 25 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAYS • €150/€135 MEMBERS
Suitable for aspiring or emerging picture-book writers and illustrators, this course give answers 
to questions such as ‘Do I need to find a writer or illustrator for my picture book idea?’ and ‘How 
do I submit a stand-out picture book proposal to publishers?’

________
EMERGING

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 ________
EMERGING

 ________
BEGINNER

 

___________
SPECIALISED
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“AI is likely to be either the best or worst thing to happen to humanity.”
Stephen Hawking

Wednesday 1 May 2019 • 7 - 9pm • Irish Writers Centre, Dublin. 
Tickets: €10 (€8 Members / Concession) • Tickets available here via Eventbrite
Billions are being spent on Artificial Intelligence (AI) worldwide and no one is excluded from 
its reach. Are we sleepwalking into the future? Should we be concerned?  Should we not be 
discussing the topic more thoroughly? Should we embrace AI?
Join us in discussion with technology evangelist Clare Dillon and author of To Be a 
Machine Mark O'Connell with contributions from writer and editor Mia Gallagher 
and Dr. Vincent Kenny PhD. The evening will be chaired by novelist, playwright and 
member of WORD Dermot Davis.
This event is open to the public and there will be a Q&A at the end.

ShOulD We feAr The 
AlGOrIThM? exPlOrInG 
ArTIfICIAl InTellIGenCe



The Power of the Pen with CAT HOGAN
SAT 18 & 25 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAYS • €150/€135 MEMBERS
These two-day creative writing workshops focus on creativity and mental health by exploring 
the benefits of bibliotherapy. Imagination, self-awareness, empathy and conflict resolution will 
be some of the themes explored through fiction and free writing.

Food Writing with LILLY HIGGINS
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
From long intricate descriptions of recipes and their origins to short snappy one-liners for use 
on social media posts, food writing is everywhere we look. On this course, Lilly will help you find 
your true voice and give you all you need to put down the whisk and pick up the pen.

Writing Opinion Pieces with EITHNE SHORTALL
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Learn how to write clearly constructed and thoughtful opinion-pieces, tease out thorny issues 
and get your opinions down on paper in a publishable state. This course is aimed at those with 
an interest in journalism or writing about personal experiences.

Conquer the Comma with RACHEL McNICHOLL
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 3 HOURS • €40/€35 MEMBERS
Confused about commas? This half-day course on common grammar and punctuation 
problems will focus on the hard-and fast-rules as well as optional usage, house styles etc. 
Essential information for copy-editors, arts administrators, journalists, content writers and adult 
education students.

Strength of Character with ÓRLA FOYLE
SAT 15 JUNE • 1.30PM – 4.30PM • 3 HOURS • €40/€35 MEMBERS
How does a writer create a character? What engenders this imaginative existence - character, 
voice, narrative? How is character revealed through the narrative’s dialogue and action? Explore 
the creation of contemporary and past fictional characters and then create your own.

Planning Your First Murder with SHANE DUNPHY
SAT 15 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Spend a day with Shane Dunphy learning the secrets of how to craft the perfect debut mystery 
novel. Establishing character, drafting plot points, laying your trail of clues, world-building, and 
establishing and sustaining pace will all be explored.

Short Stories from Life with MELATU UCHE OKORIE
SAT 15 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Learn how to write about the ‘small’ things in life in a critical and reflective way, using the short 
story as a form of social commentary whilst exploring how your own reactions to situations 
dictate the reactions of your characters.

Propel: Novel Clinic with NIAMH BOYCE
SAT 22 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Are you working on a first novel? Are you stuck, blocked, overwhelmed? This practical one day 
workshop is designed to help. The most common problems encountered by novel writers will be 
discussed with practical suggestions on how to tackle them.

Introduction to Feature Writing with SUE LEONARD
SAT 22 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Everyone has at least one article in them, but most of them remain unwritten. In this workshop 
you’ll receive all the tools necessary to write for publication from accessing and pitching ideas 
to specialist areas of features like reviews, profiles, and first-person pieces.

___________
SPECIALISED

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 __________
PROF. DEV.

 

________
BEGINNER

 ________
BEGINNER

 ________
BEGINNER

 __________
PROF. DEV.

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 

10   wwww.irishwriterscentre.ie



The Power of the Pen with CAT HOGAN
SAT 18 & 25 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAYS • €150/€135 MEMBERS
These two-day creative writing workshops focus on creativity and mental health by exploring 
the benefits of bibliotherapy. Imagination, self-awareness, empathy and conflict resolution will 
be some of the themes explored through fiction and free writing.

Food Writing with LILLY HIGGINS
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
From long intricate descriptions of recipes and their origins to short snappy one-liners for use 
on social media posts, food writing is everywhere we look. On this course, Lilly will help you find 
your true voice and give you all you need to put down the whisk and pick up the pen.

Writing Opinion Pieces with EITHNE SHORTALL
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Learn how to write clearly constructed and thoughtful opinion-pieces, tease out thorny issues 
and get your opinions down on paper in a publishable state. This course is aimed at those with 
an interest in journalism or writing about personal experiences.

Conquer the Comma with RACHEL McNICHOLL
SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 3 HOURS • €40/€35 MEMBERS
Confused about commas? This half-day course on common grammar and punctuation 
problems will focus on the hard-and fast-rules as well as optional usage, house styles etc. 
Essential information for copy-editors, arts administrators, journalists, content writers and adult 
education students.

Strength of Character with ÓRLA FOYLE
SAT 15 JUNE • 1.30PM – 4.30PM • 3 HOURS • €40/€35 MEMBERS
How does a writer create a character? What engenders this imaginative existence - character, 
voice, narrative? How is character revealed through the narrative’s dialogue and action? Explore 
the creation of contemporary and past fictional characters and then create your own.

Planning Your First Murder with SHANE DUNPHY
SAT 15 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Spend a day with Shane Dunphy learning the secrets of how to craft the perfect debut mystery 
novel. Establishing character, drafting plot points, laying your trail of clues, world-building, and 
establishing and sustaining pace will all be explored.

Short Stories from Life with MELATU UCHE OKORIE
SAT 15 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Learn how to write about the ‘small’ things in life in a critical and reflective way, using the short 
story as a form of social commentary whilst exploring how your own reactions to situations 
dictate the reactions of your characters.

Propel: Novel Clinic with NIAMH BOYCE
SAT 22 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Are you working on a first novel? Are you stuck, blocked, overwhelmed? This practical one day 
workshop is designed to help. The most common problems encountered by novel writers will be 
discussed with practical suggestions on how to tackle them.

Introduction to Feature Writing with SUE LEONARD
SAT 22 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Everyone has at least one article in them, but most of them remain unwritten. In this workshop 
you’ll receive all the tools necessary to write for publication from accessing and pitching ideas 
to specialist areas of features like reviews, profiles, and first-person pieces.
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Voice, Character and Dramatic Action with LISA HARDING
SAT 22 & 29 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAYS • €150/€135 MEMBERS
Over two days you will explore the essential aspects of finding an authentic voice, creating rich 
characters and developing plot.  Learn   what makes a narrative voice compelling for readers; 
how voice and dialogue can help to build character, drive the story and produce dramatic tension. 

Lost and Found Poetry with EILEEN CASEY
SAT 29 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
“It’s not what you’re looking at, it’s what you see” - Thoreau.  
Discover texts and images which offer new ways of writing poetry and honing 
critical faculties. Creative energies thrive and flourish on such challenges.

How to Lead a Workshop for Writers with LYNN BUCKLE
SAT 6 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Ideal for emerging writers wishing to run workshops and also for more experienced facilitators 
wishing to further their andragogy skills. This course will instruct you on the theory and practise 
of teaching adults and how to effectively share your knowledge with others.

Travel Writing with MANCHÁN MAGAN
SAT 6 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
The art of great travel writing is simply good storytelling: a gripping narrative with believable 
characters and an evocative sense of place. Learn to meld anecdote, insight and a sense of 
place into a timeless piece of writing for publication or personal memoir.

How Women Took On Their World with MARTINA DEVLIN
SAT 13 JULY 10.30AM - 4.30PM 1 DAY €80/€70 MEMBERS
For centuries, daring women have defied the limitations of their world and changed things for 
the better. Their stories are ripe for both fiction and biography. But how does a writer bring them 
to life?
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American College Dublin
in association with 

Irish Writers Centre
Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing 

American College Dublin, a constituent college of Irish American University,  
is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education 

• Offers aspiring or published writers a one-
year course which examines the process and 
composition of prose fiction 

 � A combination of critical workshops and individual 
mentoring guides students towards completing 
either a novel or a short story collection.

 � Considers the creative writing process from 
intellectual, psychological, economic and 
cultural angles. 

 � Emphasises the business and professional 
environment of writing, with seminars and 
masterclasses presented by agents, publishers 
and established writers. 

‘I would earnestly recommend the programme to anyone I know who is interested in studying writing. Every single 
staff member who works at ACD - whether it be behind the scenes or in the classroom - were welcoming, friendly, 
and extremely helpful. The professors were inspiring, knowledgeable, and genuinely interested in my course work - 
and also in my well-being while I was staying in Dublin. It was an absolute pleasure being a part of this program.’ 

Allison Schmidt, MFA Class of 2018 



AROUND THE ISLAND • AR FUD AN OILEÁIN

Writing Tiny Plays with ROSEMARY JENKINSON
CAVAN • SAT 18 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €5
Learn how to create hard-hitting, eye-catching short plays. You will be challenged to come up 
with fresh, cutting-edge ideas as you discover how to craft high-impact dialogue and how to 
navigate the competitive world of contemporary theatre. 

Edit Your Novel: A Publisher’s Seminar with CIARA DOORLEY
CAVAN SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €5
Short on words but long on depth, flash fiction stings like good poetry. Punchy, succinct and 
surprising, the best flash stories shift the reader’s heart but they also keep it beating hard. 
Suitable for the novice as well as the experienced writer.

Flash Fiction  with NUALA O’CONNOR
THE LINENHALL ARTS CENTRE, CASTLEBAR, CO MAYO 
SAT 27 JULY • 11.00AM – 5.00PM • 1 DAY • €45/€35 CONCESSION
This course demonstrates how to edit a work-in-progress and how to hone and perfect the 
script before submission. The various elements of fiction writing, including the all-important 
opening chapters, characterisation, setting and plot will be examined.

WEEK-LONG COURSES • CEARDLANNA SEACHTAINE
The Stinging Fly Summer School  
in association with THE IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
MON 1 – FRI 5 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €350/€325 MEMBERS
With Martina Evans (poetry), Arnold Thomas Fanning (non-fiction) plus Mia Gallagher and 
Sean O’Reilly (fiction)
Intensive week of workshops in poetry, fiction (short stories and/or novels) and non-fiction. Ten 
writers will be offered a place on each of the four courses based on work they have submitted 
by the application deadline (Thursday 9 May). Primary focus for each group will be participants’ 
own writing. See www.stingingfly.org for full application details.

Edit and Pitch Your Novel with BRIAN LANGAN
MON 12 – FRI 16 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €450/€420 MEMBERS
The first four days will involve workshopping and editing your work while day five will focus on 
the publishing process, synopsis and pitch. *Writers will be asked to submit 10,000 words and a 
synopsis of a work-in-progress three weeks before the course commences.
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“Here, in 19 Parnell Square, a genuine 
community has grown and flourished. 
It, like all truly functioning communities, 
has had to craft its own ethic of 
solidarity, one that is based on equality, 
full participation and genuine respect 
for the many differing voices that 
makes up its whole.
It is for that reason that I am very proud 
to be Patron of the Irish Writers Centre.”

President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins,  
Patron of the Irish Writers Centre

Anne EnrightJohn Banville

Mike McCormack Marian Keyes

Joseph O’ConnorÉilís Ní Dhuibhne

Ambassadors of the 
Irish Writers Centre



One-to-One Mentoring
-------------------------------

All writers can benefit from the 
guidance and encouragement of One-to- 
One Mentoring no matter what stage they are 
at in their career. 

The Irish Writers Centre has developed a 
panel of published and experienced writers 
willing to act as mentors to help you make 
your writing as good as it can be. 

This programme is aimed at intermediate 
and advanced level writers looking for 
professional input.

Fees go directly to the mentor, bar a token 
administration fee.

‘Working with Niamh Boyce has greatly 
benefitted my craft and confidence. Niamh 
has encouraged me to complete my debut 
novel, providing me with insightful creative 
and professional advice delivered with 
warmth and wisdom. The mentorship has 
been a gift and I would encourage emerging 
writers to apply and seek out the advice 
and help of mentors such as Niamh, whose 
support has transformed my writing life.’
Olivia Fitzsimons on one-to-one 
mentoring with Niamh Boyce.

‘I had the privilege to work with Sue Leonard 
as my mentor. She was brilliant to speak with, 
a true source of insightful information about 
where I could potentially bring my writing 
career. She also gave me some excellent 
feedback on my written work, something that 
helped me secure my next publishing deal.’  
Moire O’Sullivan on one-to-one 
mentoring with Sue Leonard.

‘Moyra was professional throughout. I’ve 
reworked and sent out three of the critiqued 
poems. One has been shortlisted in a poetry 
competition, while another has been accepted 
for publication by a literary magazine I’ve 
had on my ‘bucket list’ for ages. If you want 
help from a poet who knows their business, 
who will encourage you to become the best 
that you can be, then Moyra’s your woman.’ 
Trish Bennett on one-to-one mentoring 
with Moyra Donaldson.

Meet with an experienced mentor of your 
choice who will:

• read your work in-depth

• provide you with a written report 
in advance of your meeting

• meet one-to-one for an hour and a half to 
provide further feedback and give direction.

Go to www.irishwriterscentre.ie/mentor, the 
Professional Development section of our 
website, to see what writers and industry 
professionals are available.

Writing Tiny Plays with ROSEMARY JENKINSON
CAVAN • SAT 18 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €5
Learn how to create hard-hitting, eye-catching short plays. You will be challenged to come up 
with fresh, cutting-edge ideas as you discover how to craft high-impact dialogue and how to 
navigate the competitive world of contemporary theatre. 

Edit Your Novel: A Publisher’s Seminar with CIARA DOORLEY
CAVAN SAT 8 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €5
Short on words but long on depth, flash fiction stings like good poetry. Punchy, succinct and 
surprising, the best flash stories shift the reader’s heart but they also keep it beating hard. 
Suitable for the novice as well as the experienced writer.

Flash Fiction  with NUALA O’CONNOR
THE LINENHALL ARTS CENTRE, CASTLEBAR, CO MAYO 
SAT 27 JULY • 11.00AM – 5.00PM • 1 DAY • €45/€35 CONCESSION
This course demonstrates how to edit a work-in-progress and how to hone and perfect the 
script before submission. The various elements of fiction writing, including the all-important 
opening chapters, characterisation, setting and plot will be examined.

The Stinging Fly Summer School  
in association with THE IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
MON 1 – FRI 5 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €350/€325 MEMBERS
With Martina Evans (poetry), Arnold Thomas Fanning (non-fiction) plus Mia Gallagher and 
Sean O’Reilly (fiction)
Intensive week of workshops in poetry, fiction (short stories and/or novels) and non-fiction. Ten 
writers will be offered a place on each of the four courses based on work they have submitted 
by the application deadline (Thursday 9 May). Primary focus for each group will be participants’ 
own writing. See www.stingingfly.org for full application details.

Edit and Pitch Your Novel with BRIAN LANGAN
MON 12 – FRI 16 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €450/€420 MEMBERS
The first four days will involve workshopping and editing your work while day five will focus on 
the publishing process, synopsis and pitch. *Writers will be asked to submit 10,000 words and a 
synopsis of a work-in-progress three weeks before the course commences.
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Around the Island
-------------------------------

As the national resource Centre for 
literature in Ireland, we are always aiming to 
connect with writers and audiences outside 
of the capital. The fine weather has lured us 
out of our building and into the streets and 
fields of Ireland.

This spring, we ventured out to counties 
Mayo, Cavan, Louth, Derry/Londonderry, and 
to Belfast for a wide range of courses, such 
as Edit Your Novel by Brian Langan, Telling Your 
Story|A Female Voice by Mia Gallagher, and A 
Guide to the Short Story by Alan McMonagle.

To raise awareness of climate change 
we organised a bilingual Flash Fiction 
Competition: Writing for a Change, in 
partnership with the National Botanic 
Gardens and the Five Lamps Arts Festival. 
Having received well over one hundred entries 
from all around the country, the winners 
read their stories at a showcase event in 
the beautiful surroundings of the National 
Botanic Gardens alongside commissioned 
writers and judges Gavin Corbett, Elizabeth 
Murray, and Orna Ní Choileáin.

Now in its second year, the Roaming 
Writer-in-Residency went down a storm with 
Deirdre Cartmill, who travelled on trains 
to work with Creative Writing students in 
universities across the island. Her journeys 
saw her teach in Queen’s University Belfast 
(NI), the University of Ulster, Coleraine (NI), 
University College Dublin (ROI) and the 
National University of Ireland Galway (ROI), 
and also connect with passengers, railway 
staff and the general public through our 
Instagram account.  Follow their stories at 
www.instagram.com/roamingwriterstories/

Our projects are hitting their stride again.  
XBorders:Transition came to a close with 
a wonderful showcase event featuring 
guest writer Brian Keenan who also 
launched the corridor journal, Issue 6 which 
featured XBorders writers from all three 
programmes. We partnered up with Cúirt 
International Festival of Literature, Galway, 
and International Literature Festival Dublin 
to give 10 young writers the opportunity 
to attend these festivals as Young  
Writer Delegates. 

IWC/DBF Young Writer Delegates Sinéad Creedon, John 
Creevy, Jenny Darmody and Laoise Slattery

XBorders: Transition in Armagh (photographer: Ian Maginess)
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IWC Events Programme
-------------------------------

We kicked off 2019 at the IWC with a bang 
at our annual show-stopping Nollaig na 
mBan event in partnership with Tramp Press 
and EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum. The 
packed evening took place in the grand and 
twinkling events space at EPIC, and was 
hosted by the fabulous Sinéad Gleeson. 
Tramp Press writer Emilie Pine opened with 
a scorching treatise on perception and reality 
in respect to treatment of women, followed by  
Soapbox Showcase commissionees including 
Wendy Erskine, Eithne Shortall, Caitríona Ní 
Chléirchín, Mary O’Donnell and unique music 
from Branwen.

We opened our doors again to new 
audiences at our first Annual Open Day in 
January with tours of the building and taster 
writing sessions with Niamh Boyce, Mark 
Granier and Cethan Leahy and we saw the 
return of Takin’ the Mic with Cormac Fitz and 
Stephen Clare bringing in many fans and new 
faces to the Centre. 

Our 8th annual Novel Fair was a great 
success in February with twelve chuffed 
finalists getting the well-earned chance to 
pitch their scripts to some top names in Irish 
and English publishing, speed dating style. 
Then to mark International Women’s Day in 
March we teamed up once again with Women 
Aloud Northern Ireland for WomenXBorders. 

Women writers travelled the length and 
breadth of the country to take part in our day-
long readathon where readings were heard in 
English, Irish, French, Italian and Spanish. 

In April, we celebrated Dublin: One City One 
Book for Edna O’Brien’s The Country Girls by 
hosting workshops with Catherine Dunne, 
Dermot Bolger, Nuala O’Connor and a panel 
discussion on the class and urban/rural 
divides for writers featuring Colm Keegan and 
Prof. Margaret Kelleher. 

May sees the start of an exciting and 
innovative series called Proposition 
welcoming author Mark O’Connell, technology 
evangelist Clare Dillon, Dermot Davis, Mia 
Gallagher and Vincent Kenny, all from WORD 
Professional Writers’ group to a public event 
discussing the implications of Artificial 
Intelligence on our society today. Nicole 
Flattery and Marcus Mac Conghail and our 
ILFD Young Writer Delegates feature at our 
bilingual Takin’ the Mic at ILFDublin. Also on 
the festival bill is IWC Ambassador Éilís Ní 
Dhuibhne as the Bealtaine Festival Book Club 
Writer for 2019 who features in an Artists’ Lives 
interview with Martin Doyle.  This is also billed 
as an event in our IWC Ambassador Series.

Be sure to sign up to our newsletter and 
visit our website for more information on our 
full range of activities or the summer of 2019.  

Finalists in the Novel Fair 2019

Nollaig na mBan in Epic Museum (photographer: George Hooker)
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Irish Writers Centre, 19 Parnell Square North, Dublin 1 
info@writerscentre.ie  01-872 1302  www.irishwriterscentre.ie 
Revenue CHY no. 19738 Registered Charity no. 20077655

Like what you’ve heard so far? Tell your friends and share the 
news by joining the IWC Community online!

@IrishWritersCtr @IrishWritersCtr @IrishWritersCentre

For up-to-date information on our news and events sign up to our 
newsletter at www.irishwriterscentre.ie/signup

A LANDMARK ANTHOLOGY OF ESSAYS  
BY SOME OF IRELAND’S FOREMOST  
CONTEMPORARY WRITERS
‘One of the most refreshing Irish-published books this year’
Nadine O’Regan, The Sunday Business Post

Specially commissioned to mark the  
25th Anniversary of the Irish Writers Centre
‘As soon as we took possession of Number 19 we could feel the power of the place’ 
Peter Sirr
‘The working-class writer is obliged to steel herself to ignore the class barriers in the arts’ 
Lisa McInerney
‘Sometimes writing no longer seems like the thing I do, it seems like the thing I am’ 
Kevin Barry

Published by New Island and available from all 
good bookstores or online at www.newisland.ie


