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Team at the Irish Writers Centre

A scríbhneoir, a chara,

Valerie Bistany, Stiúrthóir.

Orla Martin  
IWC Administrator

Helen Mulvany  
Reception Administrator

Paul Fitzgerald  
Maintenance

Arnold Fanning  
Reception Administrator

Bernadette Greenan  
Education Programmer

Kate Cunningham  
Comms and Events Officer

Kiki Drost 
Projects Administrator

Valerie Bistany  
Director

The Irish Writers Centre is the national 
resource organisation for writers on the island 
of Ireland. For over a quarter of a century, 
the IWC has provided professional supports 
to meet the needs of writers of all forms and 
genres, at all stages of their development in 
Irish and English. We offer creative writing 
courses, professional training, information, 
networking opportunities, cross-border 
programmes and events in venues all over 
the island, abroad, and from our beautiful 
Georgian building on Parnell Square in the 
heart of Dublin’s Cultural Quarter. 

Spreading our wings, we are now 
providing a range of services, supports 
and networking opportunities across the 
country, and in particular, finding ways for 
Northern and Southern writers to connect 
through programmes such as the award-
winning WomenXBorders for International 
Women’s Day and our bespoke intervention 
project XBorders, aimed at emerging 
writers. XBorders: Accord will culminate 
in a showcase event on Thurs 3 May, all 
welcome. 

Our five-year strategy (2017- 2021) 
commits to meeting the needs of the current 

as well as a new generation of writers. We 
are super excited to be launching our IWC/
Cúirt Young Writer Delegates Programme 
in this respect. A second goal is to bring our 
fantastic Irish writers to an international 
audience by delivering world-class creative 
writing courses online. For the second year, 
we continue to co-produce Bualadh Boston, 
an annual literary showcase festival which 
expanded to Chicago this spring. Finally, we 
seek to connect more with Irish language 
writers and are expanding our provision 
through Irish.

The Irish Writers Centre is governed by a 
voluntary board of directors, chaired by Liz 
McManus. They are: Martina Devlin, James 
Harpur, Hilary Fennell, Anne Larchet, Paul 
Moore, Luán Ó Braonáin, Mary O’Donnell and 
Rossa Ó Snodaigh and welcomed our newest 
Board members this spring, Jenni Barrett 
and Deirdre Lillis.

We continue to open our doors to our 
members, writers, readers, literature 
industry professionals and the general 
public and look forward to seeing you at the 
Centre soon.
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Become an IWC Member!  
Bí í do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!
For over a quarter of a century, the IWC has provided professional 
support to meet the needs of writers of all forms and genres, at all stages 
of their development in Irish and English. Support us and you support Irish 
writers around the country, and become part of the Irish writing community in 
Ireland. See www.irishwriterscentre.ie/membership for more information.

Standard membership of the IWC costs just €50 per annum and only €30 for students,  
the unwaged, parenting alone and the over 65s. Membership runs until December 31, 2018. 

STANDARD MEMBER BENEFITS
• Discounts on bookings

• Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 
surroundings 10am – 5.30pm, Mon – Fri

• Free Wi-Fi

• The opportunity to mingle with other 
writers at launches and events

• Information on opportunities, 
competitions and events

• Annual members showcase

ORGANISATION MEMBER BENEFITS
• €250 / €150 Not-For-Profits

• Up to two free daytime classroom 
meeting spaces

• Priority consideration for additional 
bookings plus 20% discount

• Priority consideration for joint 
programming and professional 
development initiatives

• Potential representation on the Board of 
the IWC

• Invitations to high profile events

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER BENEFITS
All the benefits of Standard Membership 
plus:
• Consideration given for all employment 

opportunities including one-to-one 
mentoring and course facilitation

• Eligibility for all WIRs/bursaries
• Opportunity to act as Member Nominee 

on IWC Board
• Eligibility to be on selection panels for all 

IWC opportunities

FRIENDS MEMBER BENEFITS
For €250 or more: 
• be named as a Friend on our website 

in the calendar year of your donation 
as well as being listed in our print 
programme

• have priority on two complimentary 
tickets to any special Irish Writers  
Centre event

• receive all the benefits of our standard 
and professional members

Benefits to Friends increase according to 
the amount donated. For more information 
see www.irishwriterscentre.ie

Professional Development
-------------------------------

As a resource organisation, a primary 
aim of the Irish Writers Centre is to provide 
various supports for writers. Our mission 
is to support, promote and inform writers 
and we provide a comprehensive service for 
professional writers ranging from day-long 
workshops and residencies, bursaries and 
mentoring. Also, we provide accomplished 
writers with a range of employment 
opportunities including facilitating courses, 
presenting at festivals, participating in 
selection panels, and acting as curators and 
mentors.

Continuous professional development 
is as important to writers as to any other 
professional, and in recognition of this, our 
Mindshift and Propel series seek to inform, 
advise and upskill writers in their careers as 
artist, as facilitator, as networker, as self-
promoter and as tax payer.

Residencies and bursaries provide 
Writers-in-Residence (WIRs) with time 
and space to write or to connect with local 
communities. Annual residencies include:

• an inaugural residency in partnership 
with the Tyrone Guthrie Centre 
named after IWC founder, the Jack 
Harte Bursary

• an international residency in St. 
Mark’s Church, Florence

• seven residencies for IWC 
professional members in Cill Rialaig, 
Kerry

• two Irish language bursaries in 
association with Anam Cara Writer’s 
and Artist’s Retreat that provides 
all-inclusive individual as well as 
workshop retreats on the Beara 
Peninsula

• an Online WIR 
• last autumn we instigated a new 

Writers’ Exchange between Bergen, 
Norway and Anam Cara supported by 
the Norwegian Embassy

New residencies/programmes in 2018:
• a roving WIR in partnership with Irish 

Rail and Translink
• Community WIRs in 2018 are with 

Dublin Youth Theatre, The Rainbow 
Project, Foyle, Women’s Aid, Belfast 
and the Irish Wheelchair Association

• 2 Dublin City WIRs in partnership with 
UNESCO City of Literature

• IWC/Cúirt Young Writer Delegates 
Programme as part of Cúirt 
International Festival of Literature, 
Galway

• A new Irish Language Call for 
Writer-Led Literature Projects to be 
announced in April

Writers’ and Artists’ Social Welfare Initiative
In June 2017, the Irish Writers Centre welcomed the launch of a new pilot initiative 
which acknowledges the professional status of writers and artists applying for 
Jobseeker’s Allowance. The pilot is being developed in partnership between the 
Department of Social Protection and the Department of Culture, as part of a key 
commitment to artists under the Creative Ireland programme. The Irish Writers Centre 
can issue Professional Members with a certificate which will confirm you as a 
Professional Member of the IWC and which will be accepted as evidence of your 
professional status when applying for Jobseeker’s Allowance.

Anam Cara
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MID-WEEK COURSES • CÚRSAÍ LÁR-SEACHTAINE

6-Week Starter Kit with KEVIN CURRAN
TUES 22 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
Along with your own work-in-progress, this course will look at, and take inspiration from, 
top writers’ idiosyncrasies and unique writing styles. Focus will fall on finding your voice, 
character development, setting, dialogue, editing, theme, plot and creating conflict and 
sustaining tension.

Beginners Fiction with PAUL LYNCH 
WED 6 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 7 WEEKS • €195/€170 MEMBERS
This course will explore becoming a writer, with an emphasis on the novel and short story. 
You will examine the fundamentals of the craft of writing, such as authenticity, voice, 
persuasion, form, tone, detail, dialogue and character. 

Getting Started with NESSA O’MAHONY 
THUR 7 JUNE • 11AM – 1PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This course will take you through the first steps, from finding inspiration to polishing your 
drafts. Participants will explore the craft of writing, from structuring stories to character 
development, and discovering their own sources of imagery. All writing forms will be 
examined.

6-Week Starter Kit with TANYA FARRELLY
THUR 14 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
In this workshop attendees will look at the key aspects of fiction writing. You will explore 
ways to create intriguing characters, examine types of plot, and discover how to write 
“real” dialogue, as well as considering point of view, the importance of conflict, and how 
to effectively use setting. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Courses 2018 • Cúrsaí Samhraidh 2018
Our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you identify your own level 

as a writer and to encourage you to try new courses:

Beginner

Tosnaitheoir

FOR THE NOVICE WRITER to help you find your way into your 

own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 

with an experienced professional facilitator.
 

Emerging

Ag borradh

FOR WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 

emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and 

develop your creative abilities.
 

Specialised

Sainspéis

WORKSHOPS FOR WRITERS who are eager to step out of 

their comfort zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different 

forms, genres, or styles.
 

Prof. Development

Forbairt Ghairimiúil

LED BY INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS, these workshops are 

designed to help the writer to work on essential skills that are 

part and parcel of being a professional writer in the public eye.

Focus Your Form: Poetry with JESSICA TRAYNOR
MON 14 MAY • 6.00PM – 9.00PM • 2 WEEKS • €90/€80 MEMBERS 
This intensive two-week course will focus on generating new ideas and fresh approaches 
to writing poetry with the opportunity to take a poem from first spark of inspiration to 
polished draft. This course is ideal for beginners, or those looking to refresh their creativity. 

Focus Your Form: 3-Week KickStarter with YVONNE CULLEN
MON 14 MAY • 6.00PM – 9.00PM • 3 WEEKS • €130/€110 MEMBERS
Over three stimulating sessions, you will be guided towards achieving your writing goals. 
Aimed at writers who are looking for the motivation to kick start their writing, these classes 
will incorporate brief exercises in the classroom while taking on challenges to try at home. 

Short Story Workshop with MARTIN MALONE 
WED 16 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
This course will examine the techniques of short story writing, such as POV, character, 
location, plot and dialogue. Attendees will also develop a short story from a given ‘root’ and 
have this work critiqued by the class. 

Focus Your Form: Plot and Structure with GAVIN CORBETT
MON 28 MAY • 6.00PM – 9.00PM • 1 WEEK • €40/€30 MEMBERS 
For writers at any stage of their development this class will focus on the creation of good 
architecture for prose fiction and take you through time-honoured plot structures, showing 
you what they are, how they work, and how they are used across a range of fiction. 

Focus Your Form: Character and Dialogue with CATHERINE DUNNE
MON 28 & TUES 29 MAY • 6.00PM – 9.00PM • 2 DAYS • €90/€80 MEMBERS 
Ideal for new or emerging writers, these two sessions will give you the impetus to share 
your characters’ private thoughts with the reader by building a strong sense of how they 
look, how they sound, and how they feel about their lives.

From First Draft to Second Draft with DAVID BUTLER
TUES 5 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Over eight weeks you will learn how to focus on your works-in-progress, tighten the 
structure, order the narrative, cut unnecessary scenes (and even chapters!), re-examine 
the start and end to get the most out of them, and write a plot synopsis. 

Focus Your Form: Style and Pacing with CATHERINE DUNNE
MON 16 JULY • 6.00PM – 9.00PM • 2 WEEKS • €90/€80 MEMBERS 
Over two intensive sessions we will explore the elements of style and pacing together and 
find what works for you. We will explore a combination of your voice, your point of view, the 
story you want to tell and your ability to play with language. 

Screenwriting with MARY KATE & RACHEL O FLANAGAN 
TUES 15 MAY • 6.30PM – 9.00PM • 8 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
This course focuses on the art of scene-writing and teaches how to make scenes 
economical, compelling and visual . The first four weeks will consist of lectures on film, 
television drama and scene analysis. Thereafter, participants will write scenes each week 
to be workshopped and polished. 

Memoir with JOHN MACKENNA 
WED 16 MAY • 6.00PM – 8.00PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
These workshops will explore the triggers that create memoir. Over the course of eight 
weeks, participants will work on approaches to writing memoir; to recalling the lived 
life; selecting the areas they wish to explore and investigating the differing and creative 
approaches to writing a memoir. 
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WEEKEND COURSES •CÚRSAÍ DEIREADH SEACHTAINE

Haiku TríMheánnaGaeilge le GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK 
DÉ SATHAIRN 19 & 26 BEALTAINE • 10.00AM – 5.00PM • 2 LÁ • €20 
Is gááit a chur in áirithint don dianchúrsaseo do dhaoinefásta.Chomhmaith 
leis an haiku féin, beidhdianphléarábhairghaolmhara, an dáncúiglíne tanka 
cuirigcás. Molfarábharréamhléitheoireachta do narannpháirtithe sin a 
chláróidhigcomhairnagceardlannseo.

Songwriting with CATHY DAVEY 
SAT 26 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS 
The nuts and bolts of crafting a song are easily learned, but it is originality and creativity 
that need to be triggered, nourished and expanded on. Here you will learn not just the 
technicalities of song craft but more importantly the techniques to lose yourself to 
expression and inspiration.

InsintScéil: CeardlannFicsin le RÉALTÁN NÍ LEANNÁIN & ANNA 
HEUSSAFF 
DÉ SATHAIRN 9 MEITHEAMH • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 3 HUAIRE • €40/€30 COMHALTAÍ 
Ceardlannleathlaeartheicnícíficsin do scríbhneoirípróis. Conastúsláidir, mealltach a 
chur le gearrscéal, úrscéalnósplancscéal; céndóigh le carachtair a fhorbairtagusiad a 
léiriútríchomhrá, gníomhnótost; pléardhúshláineilesascríobhagus san athscríobh.

Playwriting Masterclass with ROSEMARY JENKINSON 
SAT 9 JUNE • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 3 HOURS • €40/€30 MEMBERS 
During this masterclass session attendees will be challenged to come up with fresh, 
cutting-edge ideas as they learn how to navigate the competitive world of contemporary 
theatre. Expect insights on interacting with dramaturgs, actors, and directors, and 
practical scriptwriting tips for all levels.

Radio Journalism with MICHELLE MAC MULLAN 
SAT 16 JUNE • 10.30PM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS 
Ever listen to the news and think, I could do that? Before an anchor opens their mouth they 
need a script. That’s where this one-day course on radio journalism starts. Learn to source 
ideas, structure bulletins and write a broadcast worthy of the airwaves.

Start Writing for Children and Teenagers with OISÍN MCGANN
SAT 23 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This course offers a mixture of tuition, writing exercises and feedback. You will be 
introduced to some the fundamental elements of storytelling, learn how to develop your 
technique and trade skills, and how to write for different levels of reader.

Working the Festival Circuit with DANI GILL
SAT 23 JUNE • 10.30AM – 1.00PM • 2.5 HOURS • €30/€25 MEMBERS
In this half-day seminar, participants will learn about the festival year, how scheduling 
falls and what to consider when submitting to a festival, such as the elements of a writer’s 
CV that will be of most interest to curators.

Travel Writing with MANCHÁN MAGAN
SAT 7 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
The art of great travel writing is simply good storytelling: a gripping narrative with believable 
characters and an evocative sense of place. Learn to meld anecdote, insight and a sense of 
place into a timeless piece of writing for publication or personal memoir.

Writing and Illustrating a Children’s Book with ADRIENNE 
GEOGHEGAN
SAT 7 & 14 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAYS • €150/€135 MEMBERS

___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

________
EMERGING

 ________
BEGINNER

 __________
PROF. DEV.

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

Sci-Fi and Fantasy Fiction with OISÍN MCGANN 
THUR 17 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This course combines tuition, writing exercises and feedback and will also focus on the 
fundamental elements of storytelling and how they can be applied to make the unreal feel 
real, not just in science fiction and fantasy, but across all genres.

Crime Fiction with LOUISE PHILLIPS 
THUR 17 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
Learn the secrets of successful crime-fiction writing, with bestselling and award-winning 
crime author, Louise Phillips. During the course, participants will receive in-depth analysis 
of all aspects of great crime fiction, including the creation of memorable characters, 
planning, pace, dialogue, and narration. 

Comics and the Graphic Novel with DECLAN SHALVEY
TUES 22 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Comics and graphic novels are sequential storytelling: the balance of words and pictures. 
Over six weeks, you will learn the process of creating a piece of sequential storytelling with 
a mix of lectures and workshops. Participants will produce a short story, both written and 
drawn.

Creative Non-Fiction* with CAELAINN HOGAN 
THUR 24 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €230/€210 MEMBERS 
Through exercises and readings, you will explore the increasingly boundary-pushing 
potential of non-fiction, dipping into autobiography, essay, reportage and oral history, 
incorporating the basics of good shoe-leather journalism. *Feedback and edits will be 
provided for assignments completed during the course.

Feature Writing with SARAH GILMARTIN 
WED 20 JUNE• 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
The course will offer an overview of feature writing for print and online media, including 
news features, interviews, reviews, travel writing and opinion pieces. Narrative and 
personal journalism will also be explored, where the techniques of fiction are used to 
document real life stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Irish Communities
Drop in sessions • Starts Sat 9 Jun • 11.00am – 1.00pm • 5 Weeks • €5 per session
• A writing community perfect for non-native English speakers with an interest in 

creative writing - some proficiency in English is recommended
• Join seasoned facilitators Mark Granier, Liz Farsaci and others every Saturday at the 

Irish Writers Centre for two hours of creative writing exercises with feedback on your 
work

• Become part of our online community: New Irish Communities – Creative Writing for Non-Native English 
Speakers on Facebook. For further details see www.irishwriterscentre.ie/newirish

• Share your life experiences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well in 
English

‘When I arrived in Dublin I felt I was living in two different worlds...The New Irish 
Communities Group at the Irish Writers Centre helped me to overcome my sense of 
displacement and quickly made me feel at home.’ 
Gretha Viana
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Whether you’re a writer or illustrator, this course will cover a wide range of topics including 
character development, how to write in pictures, genres,vocabulary and choosing the right 
language, pagination and word count, storyboarding, visual continuity and the sequential 
image.

From Blank Page to Publication with EVAN COSTIGAN 
SAT 14 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS 
Suitable for beginners or those returning after a hiatus, this course is aimed at generating 
new material across a range of genres, including: fiction, creative non-fiction and poetry. 
You will cover elements such as setting, plot, character and dialogue in an exciting and 
inspiring environment.

What’s Your Story? A Guide to Creating your Fiction with 
VARIOUS SPEAKERS
SAT 21 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €60/€50 MEMBERS
How you transfer your ideas to the page is highly individual and something that a writer 
crafts and develops over time. Over a range of artistic forms, four writershave agreed to 
share their invaluable expertise and personal experiences of the process of creating their 
diverse fictions.

AROUND THE COUNTRY•AR FUDNA TÍRE

Mindshift: An Expert’s Guide to Promoting your Book with 
VARIOUS EXPERTS
DERRY•SAT 28 APRIL • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
The key to being a commercially successful writer is learning how to get yourself and 
your book the exposure it deserves. This highly practical, one-day series will cover 
book promotion and publicity from various angles with experts offering advice on 
gaining recognition in the industry. For further details see www.irishwriterscentre.ie/
promoteyourbook

Writing for the Internet with SLUGGER O’TOOLE
DERRY • SAT 28 APRIL • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
Over the past two decades blogging has gone from strength to strength and has become 
an established part of the literary, journalistic, professional, and social landscape. This 
course will give you an overview of the entire blog process.

Mindshift: The Business of Writing at CÚIRT
GALWAY• MON 23 APRIL • 1.00PM – 3.00PM • 2HOURS • FREE - BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Supported by Cúirt International Festival of Literature, this professional development 
session is aimed at established and emerging writers and will focus on the business aspect 
of writing. This session is a must for the enterprising writer as it explores the practicalities 
of life within the literary industry.

CúrsaScríbhneoireachta do Dhéagóirí le ÁINE NÍ GHLINN 
CORCAIGH• DÉ LUAIN 18-22 MEITHEAMH • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 5 LÁ • €50 
Sa chúrsaseobeidhdeis ag narannpháirtithe triail a bhaint as 
stíleannaéagsúla filíochtaaguspróis. Foghlaimeoidhsiadbealaíéagsúla le 
carachtairagusplotaafhorbairtagusbreathnófarar bhealaíéagsúla le scéal a oscailtagus a 
chríochnú.

Creative Non-Fiction* with CAELAINN HOGAN 
CAVAN • SAT 14 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • FREE - BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
Through exercises and readings, we will explore the boundary-pushing potential of 
non-fiction, dipping into autobiography, essay, reportage and oral history, while honing 
the basics of good shoe-leather journalism and the art of the pitch. Participants will be 
encouraged to produce their own piece of non-fiction work.

________
BEGINNER

 

________
EMERGING

 

__________
PROF. DEV.

 

________
EMERGING

 __________
PROF. DEV.

 
___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

WEEK-LONG WORKSHOPS•CEARDLANNA SEACHTAINE

The Stinging Fly Summer School with MARTINA EVANS (poetry), 
THOMAS MORRIS & SEAN O’REILLY (fiction) in association with the 
IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
3 WORKSHOPS • MON 2 - FRI 6 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS 
• €350/€325 MEMBERS (PER WORKSHOP)
Intensive week of workshops in poetry and fiction (short stories and/or novels). Up to 
twelve writers will be offered a place on each of the three courses based on work they have 
submitted by the application deadline (Fri 4 May). Primary focus for each group will be 
participants’ own writing. See www.stingingfly.org for full application details.

Teens Writing Summer Camp with DEIRDRE SULLIVAN
TUES 10 JULY – THUR 12• 10.30AM – 4.30PM• 3 DAYS • €150
This workshop is for teens aged 14-18 and will focus on creating pieces of work that 
they can edit and develop over five days. The participants will work on building stories, 
characters and worlds, and can also explore what works and doesn’t work for them in the 
fiction they consume.

CúrsaScríbhneoireachta do Dhéagóirí le ÁINE NÍ GHLINN 
DÉ LUAIN 25-29 MEITHEAMH • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 5 LÁ • €50 
Sa chúrsaseobeidhdeis ag narannpháirtithe triail a bhaint as 
stíleannaéagsúla filíochtaaguspróis. Foghlaimeoidhsiadbealaíéagsúla le 
carachtairagusplotaafhorbairtagusbreathnófarar bhealaíéagsúla le scéal a oscailtagus a 
chríochnú.

Finish your Novel with CONOR KOSTICK
MON 13–FRI 17 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €450/€420 MEMBERS
This is a practical, intensive course for writers who will workshop together to further the 
progress of their manuscripts, as well as engage in daily discussions on topics such as 
characterisation, dialogue, drama, etc., which are designed to strengthen the quality of 
their writing.

Edit your Novel with ?????
MON 20 – FRI 24 AUG• 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €450/€420 MEMBERS
*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************
***************************************************

________
EMERGING

 

________
BEGINNER

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 

________
EMERGING

 

__________
PROF. DEV.
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•	Described	by	The	Irish	Times	as	“Dragon’s	Den	for	writers”,	the	
Novel	Fair	is	an	Irish	Writers	Centre	initiative	which	aims	to	
introduce	up-and-coming	writers	to	top	publishers	and	literary	
agents.

•	Aspiring	novelists,	this	is	your	opportunity	to	bypass	the	slush	
pile,	pitch	your	idea	and	place	your	novel	directly	into	the	
hands	of	publishers	and	agents.

•	Submit	10,000	words	by	Fri	28	Sept,	2018.

•	2019	Launch:	Thur	19	April,	2018

See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for further details and T&Cs.

A vortex of creativity; 
supporting aspiring and 
established writers

President of Ireland, 
Michael D. Higgins

T +353 1 872 1302
E info@writerscentre.ie
W www.irishwriterscentre.ie

    

NOVEL 
FAIR

Edit your Novel with ?????
MON 20 – FRI 24 AUG• 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAYS • €450/€420 MEMBERS
*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************
***************************************************

__________
PROF. DEV.

 



Around the Country & Beyond
-------------------------------

 As a national resource centre for Irish 
literature, we’re always aiming to connect 
with writers and audiences outside of the 
capital. This year we have already travelled 
all around the island and we will continue to 
bring more of our offerings from home base 
to various parts of the country. 

In spring 2018 we expanded our Northern 
Ireland programme yet again, bringing 
Rob Doyle and Conor Kostick to Belfast 
for Creative Non-Fictionand Editing Your 
Own Work respectively, while Bernie 
McGill shared her expertise with Novel 
Writing in Derry. In respect of professional 
development, a particularly successful 
event, Mindshift: Page to Stage, was 
delivered for playwrights in partnership with 
the Lyric Theatre, Belfast. 

In February we crossed the waters to visit 
the American Writers Museum in Chicago 
for the first time with an event featuring 
Molly McCloskey and Mary Costello. And in 
March we reprised Bualadh Boston, now in 
its second year, presenting some of Ireland’s 
finest contemporary writers and poets in 
partnership with the Irish Consulate General 
in Boston and Poetry Ireland. 

In April we will visit Galway to partner with 

Cúirt International Festival of Literature 
for the latest in our Mindshift series, The 
Business of Writing, a panel event that will 
explore the practicalities of a career within 
the literary industry. The same month will 
also see us in Derry for our professional 
development day, An Expert’s Guide to 
Promoting your Work, an intensive day for 
professional writers. 

This summer we will visit Cork for 
CúrsaScríbhneoireachta do Dhéagóirí le Áine 
Ní Ghlinn and we will launch our Irish Writers 
Centre Cavan initiative for the second year 
with Caelainn Hogan putting aspiring writers 
to the test with Creative Non-Fiction at the 
Backyard Arts Centre in Moynehall.

Regular visitors to our website will notice 
that we have new pages for events and 
courses in Northern Ireland and Around the 
Country - keep your eyes peeled for more 
over the coming months!

One-to-One Mentoring
-------------------------------

All writers can benefit from the 
guidance and encouragement of One-
to-One Mentoring no matter what 
stage you’re at in your career. 

The Irish Writers Centre has developed 
a panel of published and experienced 
writers willing to act as mentors to help you 
make your writing as good as it can be. 

This programme is aimed at 
intermediate and advanced level writers 
looking for professional input.

Fees go directly to the mentor, 
bar a token administration fee.

‘The outcome of Bernie’s mentoring helped 
me tremendously and I have no doubt played 
a significant part in my second manuscript 
being a finalist in this year’s Novel Fair,’ 
Séan Mackel on one-to-one 
mentoring with Bernie McGill.

‘I found the IWC mentoring experience very 
beneficial...Whether one is a novice or more 
experienced, the process would be of benefit 
to writers at all stages of development,’ 
Mary Montague on one-to-one 
mentoring with Mia Gallagher.

‘Sarah’s enthusiasm for YA is infectious, 
and her guidance invaluable in 
terms of both building confidence 
and in pointing out character flaws, 
plot holes and pacing issues.’
Triona Campbell on one-to-one 
mentoring with Sarah Webb.

Meet with an experienced mentor 
of your choice who will:

• read your work in-depth

• provide you with a written report 
in advance of your meeting

• meet one-to-one for an hour 
and a half to provide further 
feedback and give direction.

Go to www.irishwriterscentre.ie/mentor, 
the Professional Development section 
of our website, to see what writers and 
industry professionals are available.
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IWC Events Programme
-------------------------------

We kick-started the year with our 
acclaimed Nollaig na mBan evening, 
presented in partnership with Banshee 
Journal. The sold-out event saw Sinéad 
Gleeson host our Soapbox Showcase 
which included inspired rants from Nuala 
O’Connor, Anna Carey, Alison Spittle and 
Eilís Ní Dhuibhne and the event’s festivities 
culminated in a moving musical performance 
from Loah. 

January also marked the beginning 
of the second iteration of our XBorders 
project, XBorders: Accord where, again, 
we brought together writers from across 
the island to explore the themes of borders 
and diplomacy. In March we took part in the 
Five Lamps Arts Festival for the fifth year 
running, partnering with the African Cultural 
Project and Inkslingers writing group for 
the multi-lingual Rare Sounds, a wonderful 
fusion of culture and literature in English, 
Irish and the click languages of Southern 
Africa. 

March also revived our Women in 
Literature series to mark International 
Women’s Day with the second annual 
Women XBorders event with our friends 
Women Aloud NI. And, as always,throughout 

the year we’ve welcomed writers and poets 
every month to our regular Takin the Mic 
with Anne Tannam, Lewis Kenny and Sahar 
Ali amongst others taking the helm as hosts. 

In April we will celebrate Dublin: One City 
One Book by bringing Sinéad Gleeson, Declan 
Meade and Kerrie O’Brien to the Centre to 
discuss the Art of the Anthology as well as 
a One City One Book Irish Times Book Club 
special with Sinéad Gleeson. May brings the 
culmination of the XBorders: Accord project 
with our XBorders Showcase marking the 
end of a long and creative process for our 18 
participants. Writing legends Roddy Doyle 
and Jennifer Johnston will join us in May as 
part of Bealtaine Festival and we close our 
summer events programme in June with 
the first in our Ambassador Series with An 
Evening with Marian Keyes. 

Be sure to sign up to our newsletter or visit 
our website to see what other IWC activities 
we’ll be bringing on the road in the summer 
of 2018.

“Here, in 19 Parnell Square, a genuine community has grown and flourished. It, 
like all truly functioning communities, has had to craft its own ethic of solidarity, 
one that is based on equality, full participation and genuine respect for the many 
differing voices that makes up its whole.
It is for that reason that I am very proud to be Patron of the Irish Writers Centre.”

President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins,  
Patron of the Irish Writers Centre

Anne EnrightJohn Banville Roy Foster

Marian Keyes Joseph O’ConnorÉilís Ní Dhuibhne

Ambassadors of the Irish Writers Centre
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Irish Writers Centre, 19 Parnell Square North, Dublin 1. 
info@writerscentre.ie 01-872 1302 www.irishwriterscentre.ie

Like what you’ve heard so far? Tell your friends and share the 
news by joining the IWC Community online! 

@IrishWritersCtr @IrishWritersCtr @IrishWritersCentre

For up-to-date information on our news and events sign up to our 
newsletter at www.irishwriterscentre.ie/signup

A LANDMARK ANTHOLOGY OF ESSAYS BY SOME OF 
IRELAND’S FOREMOST CONTEMPORARY WRITERS
‘One of the most refreshing Irish-published books this year’

Nadine O’Regan, The Sunday Business Post

Specially commissioned to  
mark the 25th Anniversary of  
the Irish Writers Centre
‘As soon as we took possession of Number 19  
we could feel the power of the place’

Peter Sirr
‘The working-class writer is obliged to steel 
herself to ignore the class barriers in the arts’

Lisa McInerney
‘Sometimes writing no longer seems like the 
thing I do, it seems like the thing I am’

Kevin Barry

Published by New Island and available from all 
good bookstores or online at www.newisland.ie

BOOKS UPSTAIRS


