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Team at the Irish Writers Centre

A Scríbhneoir, a chara,
Welcome to our new look programme! In the past few years we have 

developed our activities substantially and in glorious new directions, as 
can be seen on our website. To reflect this, our print output is becoming 
less prospectus and more programme, with a view to giving you a better 
overview of the range of activities delivered from our beautiful Georgian 
building in Parnell Square and all around the island. 

Along with the usual courses and events, we take you back to some 
of our past initiatives as we also look forward to new opportunities, 
residencies and events. We’ve cut back a little on course descriptions 
to allow this new material in, but never fear, our website has more 
comprehensive information on all our classes, courses and workshops. 
Let us know if this programme works for you, your feedback is important 
to us.

Here at the IWC, we welcome writers of all levels, ages, experience and 
capacities and aim to provide for them all.  Becoming a member is the 
best way to become part of our literary community and now we’ve made it 
even easier to do by offering the option of annual renewable membership.  
Looking forward to seeing you soon in the Centre, or at a partner venue 
around the island.

Valerie Bistany
Stiúrthóir, Director

Like what
you see? 

Consider becoming  
a donor of the Irish 

Writers Centre!

Helen Mulvany  
Reception Administrator

Kate Cunningham 
Comms and Events Officer

Paul Rooney  
Reception Administrator

Pádraig Burke  
Development Officer

Paul Fitzgerald  
Maintenance

Arnold Fanning  
Reception Administrator

Orla Martin  
Reception Administrator

Bernadette Greenan  
General Manager
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The Irish Writers Centre 
is the national resource organisation for 
writers on the island of Ireland. For over a 
quarter of a century, the IWC has provided 
professional supports to meet the needs of 
writers of all forms and genres, at all stages 
of their development in Irish and English. We 
offer creative writing courses, professional 
training, networking opportunities, events 
and cross-border programmes in venues 
all over the island, and from our beautiful 
Georgian building on Parnell Square in the 
heart of Dublin’s Cultural Quarter. 

 2016 was an exceptional year for us. 
We welcomed our patron, the President of 
Ireland, Michael D. Higgins to the Centre for 
the first of our 25th anniversary celebrations. 
To mark the 1916 centenary, we made A 
Poet’s Rising, a film and app which featured 
six of Ireland’s best-loved poets presenting 
newly commissioned poems as part of 
ART: 2016. The film, currently on the RTÉ 
Player, was aired on RTÉ 1, and the app 
is free to download. Meanwhile, we ran 
over 92 events, 98 courses, and delivered 
professional development programmes in 

Belfast, Derry, Fermanagh, Leitrim, Donegal, 

Limerick, Galway and Dublin. Rounding off 

our celebrations, the Irish Writers Centre 

25th anniversary anthology Beyond the 
Centre was published by New Island Books 

in October. Edited by Declan Meade, the 

book was launched in Belfast and Dublin 

and was the focus of the opening event at 

the 2016 Dublin Book Festival.

Looking forward, we have developed a five-

year strategy (2017-2021) aimed at meeting 

the needs of a new generation of writers. 

Through research and development, we 

will continue to reach out to audiences who 

cannot easily access the IWC by delivering 

world-class creative writing courses online. 

2017 will also see us expand our remit to 

include younger writers aged 14-25 and it is 

also our goal to be an integral partner in the 

development of Dublin’s new Parnell Square 
Cultural Quarter.

We continue to open our doors to our 

members, writers, readers, literature 

industry professionals and the general 

public and look forward to seeing you at the 

Centre sometime soon.
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Become an IWC Member!  
Bí í do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!

For over a quarter of a century, the IWC has provided professional support to meet the 
needs of writers of all forms and genres, at all stages of their development in Irish and 
English. Support us and you support Irish writers around the country, and become part of the 
Irish Writing community in Ireland. Experience a programme of diverse and engaging member 
events, courses, workshops and bursaries throughout the year.

We’re now introducing rolling membership of the Centre. You only need to sign up once and 
have it automatically renewed on a yearly basis via direct debit. Now you won’t ever forget 
to renew!

Membership of the IWC costs just €50 per annum and only €30 for students, the unwaged, 
parenting alone and the over 65s. Membership lasts until Dec 31, 2017 after which you will 
have to renew for the following year.

Find out more at www.irishwriterscentre.ie/membership.

STANDARD MEMBER BENEFITS
• Discounts on bookings.
• Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 

surroundings 10am - 5.30pm, Mon - Fri.
• Free Wi-Fi.
• The opportunity to mingle with other writers 

at launches and events.
• Information on opportunities, competitions 

and events.
• Annual members showcase. 

ORGANISATION MEMBER BENEFITS
• Up to two free daytime classroom 

meeting spaces.
• Priority consideration for additional 

space/bookings plus up to 20% discount 
on provision of space.

• Priority consideration for joint programming 
and professional development initiatives.

• Potential representation on the Board of the 
IWC.

• Invitations to high profile events.
• Opportunities for cross-fertilisation of 

membership benefits.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER BENEFITS
All the benefits of Standard Membership 
plus:
• Consideration given for all employment 

opportunities including one-to-one 
mentoring and course facilitation.

• Eligible for all WIRs/bursary applications.
• Opportunity to act as Member Nominee 

on IWC Board.
• Eligibility to be on selection panels for all 

IWC opportunities.

FRIENDS MEMBER BENEFITS
For €250 or more: 
• be named as a Friend on our website in 

the calendar year of your donation as well 
as being listed in our print programme.

• have priority on two complimentary 
tickets to any special Irish Writers Centre 
event. 

• recieve all the benefits of our standard 
and professional members. 

• Benefits to Friends increase according  
to the amount donated. See  
www.irishwriterscentre.ie/membership 
for more information.
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Professional Development
Writers’ support programmes are at the 

heart of why the Irish Writers Centre exists 
as a literary resource organisation. Our 
mantra is to support, promote and inform 
writers and, in recent years, we’ve provided 
a comprehensive professional development 
service for professional writers ranging from 
day-long workshops and residencies, to 
bursaries and mentoring. We also support 
professional writers in a range of employment 
opportunities including facilitating courses, 
presenting at festivals, participating in 
selection panels, and acting as curators  
and mentors.

The Mindshift series was created in 2013 
with a single question in mind: ‘what supports 
do professional writers need?’. In response 
to this we have curated fourteen diverse 
day-long sessions that include exploring the 
career of a writer as artist, as facilitator, as 
networker, as self-promoter and as tax payer, 
among others, which we have presented all 
around the country.

Our newer Propel series was developed in 
2015 to provide a service to emerging writers 
seeking to professionalise themselves, and get 
that all important publishing deal. Generally 
focused around craft, these sessions are also 
of value to writers wanting to spread their 
wings into another form or genre.

We are very proud of our residencies and 
bursaries (Writer-in-Residencies) and have 
now developed a record fifteen WIRS.

These include:
• our first international residency in St. Mark’s 

Church, Florence
• seven residencies for IWC professional 

members in Cill Rialaig, Kerry
• two Irish language bursaries in association 

with Anam Cara in the Beara Peninsula, Cork
• three Community WIRs with Pavee Point, 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre; and Dublin Adult 
Learning Centre

• an inaugural Online WIR 
• and our first and most cherished bursary in 

Annaghmakerrig named after IWC founder, 
the Jack Harte Bursary.

Increasingly, we are providing curatorial 
services to arts offices, venues and festivals, 
so look out for us in your part of the country, 
in particular, Meath, Cavan and Wicklow with 
whom we are working in 2017.  Our Northern 

Irish programme is especially comprehensive 
and our current XBorders project is worth 
checking out on our website. We welcome 
enquiries from arts programmers looking for 
literary services. 
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MID-WEEK COURSES • CÚRSAÍ LÁR-SEACHTAINE

Beginner’s Creative Writing with YVONNE CULLEN
MON 8 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS (No class: MON 5 JUNE)
On this eight-week course, the guidance of poet, prose writer and teacher Yvonne Cullen 
will help you work towards achieving your writing goals. Expect to contribute to lively 
discussions and attempt brief exercises in the classroom while taking on challenges to 
try at home. 

6-Week Starter Kit with KEVIN CURRAN
TUES 9 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
Along with your own work-in-progress, this course will look at, and take inspiration from 
top writers’ idiosyncrasies and unique writing styles. Focus will fall on finding your voice, 
character development, setting, dialogue, editing, theme, plot and sustaining tension. 

Begin your Novel with DAVID BUTLER
THUR 11 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS (No Class: THUR 1 JUNE)
In this eight-week course, facilitator David Butler will help you to workshop your 
novel-in-progress by examining areas such as point-of-view, structure, effective 
openings, humour, irony, in order to help you create a page-turning work of fiction.  

Short Story Workshop with ALAN MCMONAGLE
WED 17 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
Deploying a mix of theory, exercise and class discussion, this eight-week course will steer 
participants through the elements of an effective short story: beginnings and endings; 
voice, tone and point-of-view; characterisation and dialogue; language and setting. 

________
BEGINNER

 

Summer Courses 2017 • Cúrsaí Samhraidh 2017
Our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you identify your own level 

as a writer and to encourage you to try new courses:

Beginner

Tosnaitheoir

FOR THE NOVICE WRITER: will help you find your way into your 

own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 

with an experienced professional facilitator. 
 

Emerging

Ag borradh

FOR WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 

emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and 

develop your creative abilities.
 

Specialised

Sainspéis

WORKSHOPS FOR WRITERS who are eager to step out of 

their comfort zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different 

forms, genres, or styles.
 

Prof. Development

Forbairt Ghairimiúil

LED BY INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS, these workshops are 

designed to help the writer to work on essential skills that are 

part and parcel of being a professional writer in the public eye.
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Introduction to Poetry with JESSICA TRAYNOR 
THUR 8 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This six-week course will allow participants to explore various approaches to writing 
poetry, and is ideal for beginner writers, or those who are new to poetry. Participants 
will discuss image, metaphor, rhythm, sound, and, the shape of the poem on the page.  

6-Week Starter Kit with JEAN O’BRIEN 
WED 14 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
This course is for writers starting out, be it in fiction, memoir, short story, poetry or 
a novel. You will explore different writing genres with hands-on exercises, reading 
the works of established writers and workshopping the participants’ own work.  

Flash Fiction with DENYSE WOODS 
MON 15 MAY • 6.15PM – 8.15PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS (No class: MON 5 JUNE)
In these workshops participants will chisel away at pieces from 6 to 500 words long 
until only the best remains. Concentrating on structure, punchlines and excellent, 
sparse, prose, you will prepare your stories for submission to journals and competitions.  
 

Stand in Awe of all Mná with VARIOUS SPEAKERS
TUES 16 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • ALL 6 €150/€130 MEMBERS • ANY 3 €80
Join Sinéad Gleeson, Evelyn Conlon, Deirdre Kinahan and others on this ‘Women in 
Literature’ series as they champion female writers across all forms and examine the 
challenges and biases that still exist.  See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for full line-up.

Fiction Workshop with GAVIN CORBETT
TUES 16 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
This course is designed for writers at the dabbling phase, the burgeoning phase, the limbo 
phase or the have-hit-a- brick-wall phase, and who seek a bit of guidance and structure. 
Wherever you are with your writing, award-winning novelist Gavin Corbett promises to give 
it a workout. 

Writing Memoir II with IVY BANNISTER 
WED 31 MAY • 2PM – 4PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
This course will cover the basics of writing memoir with examples from the masters. The 
class will suit both those who are continuing work on a memoir, and new memoirists with 
previous writing experience.

Comics and the Graphic Novel with P J HOLDEN 
TUES 16 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS (No class: TUES 6 JUNE)
From writing a synopsis, to a full script, drawing layouts to inking final pages, 
the storytelling skills you learn through these workshops, lectures and practical 
coursework will help anyone who wishes to pursue storytelling as a career.  

Playwriting: The Drama of Real Life with GAVIN KOSTICK
WED 17 MAY • 7PM – 9PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
Throughout this course Gavin Kostick will draw on a range of successful contemporary 
Irish plays to show how playwrights and performers have used their own biography 
and family histories to make meaningful and effective work for the public. 

 

 ________
EMERGING

 

 

___________
SPECIALISED
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Crime Fiction with DECLAN BURKE 
THUR 18 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
All great crime fiction stems from the fact that character is mystery. From whodunits to 
psychological thrillers, via private eyes and police procedurals, you will uncover the crucial 
elements that make for a memorable crime/mystery novel.

Screenwriting & Filmmaking with FERDIA MAC ANNA
WED 7 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 7 WEEKS • €195/€170 MEMBERS
This special seven-week course will focus on developing an original short film screenplay. 
In the final two weeks, there will be a special component whereby students will be given a 
crash course by an industry professional on the craft and technique of basic filmmaking. 

Creative Non-Fiction with ROB DOYLE 
MON 12 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
In this course participants will explore brilliant writing that pushes the boundaries of non-
fiction. Through a series of exercises and readings, course participants will try out a variety 
of fresh, creative approaches to writing non-fiction such as autobiography, the essay, 
critical writing, travel writing and more. 

Confessional Writing with MEGAN NOLAN 
THURS 15 JUNE • 6PM – 9PM • 3 HOURS • €35/€30 MEMBERS
This workshop will focus on exploring the aims, ethics and uses of confessional writing and 
will question the relationship between first person narration and confession, the blurring 
of fact and fiction, and memory and perception, with a particular focus on the gendered 
perception of the genre. 

Arts Reviews, Interviews and Analysis with NADINE O’REGAN 
MON 15 MAY • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS (No class: MON 5 JUNE)
These classes will focus on how to structure an article, select suitable subject matter and 
keep audiences engaged. Different forms of arts writing will be explored with students 
receiving detailed feedback on their efforts. 

Writing Opinion Pieces with KITTY HOLLAND
THURS 1 JUNE • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Participants will learn to understand the form and use quick-thinking to produce strong, 
confident commentary on the ever-changing world as it is today. This is an ideal primer 
for those who wish to illuminate important issues or use their own life experiences in their 
writing. 

The Publishing Training Centre, London  
Progress in Editorial Skills: Copy-Editing and Proofreading* 
with SARAH SODHI
THUR 22 & FRI 23 JUNE • 9.30AM – 5PM • 2 DAY
• €645/€595 MEMBERS/IWC, PUB IRL, AFEPI OR SfEP
This intermediate-level three-step course takes print and digital copy-editing and 
proofreading knowledge to the next level, instilling confidence in dealing with the trickiest 
of editorial challenges. Following on from Introduction to Editorial Skills, and using the 
same three-step blended learning approach, students will be able to work on-screen and 
on paper. *Please note that attendees will need to bring their own laptop in order to attend 
this course. See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for more information.

 

 

 

As part of 

in association with

 

_________
PROF. DEV.
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As part of 

in association with
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WEEKEND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ DEIREADH SEACHTAINE

Start Writing for Children and Teenagers with SARAH WEBB
SAT 13 & 20 MAY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAY • €150/€135 MEMBERS
Want to write for children but don’t know where to start? Join award-winning writer Sarah 
Webb for a practical, interactive and inspirational course. Participants will look at the 
different age groups and genres that make up the children’s book world, before embarking 
on their own writing journey.

From First Draft to First Novel with WILLIAM RYAN
SAT 10 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This workshop is aimed at writers who have either completed their novel or are working on a 
first draft, as well as beginners who hope to turn a promising idea into something more. It will 
focus on plot, central and subsidiary characters, setting, research, flow and opening chapters. 

How to Prepare and Present yourself to Publishers and Agents 
with SUSAN & PAUL FELDSTEIN
SAT 10 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This comprehensive seminar will cover all you need to know about contacting agents and 
publishers and preparing and submitting your work to them, including a market overview, 
fiction synopses, non-fiction book proposals, cover letters and C.V.s, online presence, 
ebook vs print and more.

Professional Writer’s Toolkit with VARIOUS EXPERTS 
SAT 17 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €60/€50 MEMBERS
Being a professional writer today comes with a lot of challenges and opportunities. 
In response to this the Irish Writers Centre has identified four key development areas 
crucial to the contemporary writer. See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for full line-up. 

YA Fiction with SHEENA WILKINSON 
SAT 17 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
How can you get down with the kids without dumbing down? Are there any taboos? How far 
is too far? Wherever you are with your YA project – from faint pulse of an idea to finished 
draft, you’ll be further on after this interactive, in-depth course.

Travel Writing with MANCHÁN MAGAN
SAT 24 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
The art of great travel writing is simply good storytelling: a gripping narrative with believable 
characters and an evocative sense of place. Learn to meld anecdote, insight and a sense of 
place into a timeless piece of writing for publication or personal memoir.

Writing and Illustrating a Children’s Book with ADRIENNE GEOGHEGAN
SAT 24 JUNE & SAT 1 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAY • €150/€135 MEMBERS
Whether you’re a writer or illustrator, this course will cover a wide range of topics including 
character development; how to write in pictures; genres; choosing the right language and 
vocabulary; pagination and word count; storyboarding, visual continuity and the sequential 
image.

Edit your Novel: A Publisher’s Perspective with BRIAN LANGAN
SAT 1 & 8 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 2 DAY • €150/€135 MEMBERS 
This intensive course over two Saturdays will explore the process of editing your own novel, how 
to prepare your work for submission and how to get the pitch right. Writers will be asked to submit 
10,000 words and a synopsis of a work-in-progress two weeks before the course commences.

_________
BEGINNERS

 ________
EMERGING

 __________
PROF. DEV.

 

__________
PROF. DEV.

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 

___________
SPECIALISED

 ___________
SPECIALISED

 __________
PROF. DEV.
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WEEK-LONG WORKSHOPS • CEARDLANNA SEACHTAINE

The Stinging Fly Summer Workshop* with SEAN O’REILLY 
supported by Words Ireland and the Irish Writers Centre
JUNE 26-30 GALWAY ARTS CENTRE • JULY 10-14 IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
• 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAY • €325/€300 MEMBERS
Two intensive week-long workshops designed for writers of short stories and/or the novel. 
Up to ten writers will be offered a place based on work submitted by the application 
deadline (Wed 3 May for Galway / Wed 10 May for Dublin). * See www.stingingfly.org for 
application details. 

Teens Writing Summer Camp with DEIRDRE SULLIVAN
MON 3 - 7 JULY • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 5 DAY • €150
This workshop is for teens aged 14-17 years old and will focus on creating 
pieces of work that they can edit and develop over five days. The participants 
will work on building stories, characters and worlds, and can also explore 
what works and doesn’t work for them in the fiction they consume. 

Finish your Novel with CONOR KOSTICK 
MON 14 - 19 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAY • €450/€420 MEMBERS
Got a novel underway but need a push to finish it? This intensive course will combine 
workshopping your novel-in-progress and discussions to address topics such as 
voice, structure, characters, drama and dialogue, to help get you over the line. 

NORTHERN IRELAND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ I DTUAISCEART ÉIREANN
Mindshift: The Confident Writer with JANE TALBOT
DERRY • SAT 3 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/€25 
If you don’t feel completely confident and relaxed when doing readings, talks and 
interviews then this workshop is for you. Over the course of a day, you will learn the 
tools and techniques for handling unwanted emotions and associated behaviours when 
performing in front of a crowd. 

How to Prepare and Present yourself to Publishers and Agents 
with SUSAN & PAUL FELDSTEIN
BELFAST • SAT 8 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
This comprehensive seminar will cover all you need to know about contacting agents and 
publishers and preparing and submitting your work to them, including a market overview, 
fiction synopses, non-fiction book proposals, cover letters and C.V.s, online presence, 
ebook vs print and more. 

Arts Reviews, Interviews and Analysis with NADINE O’REGAN
LISBURN • SAT 24 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
Develop the skills necessary to write arts interviews, reviews, criticism and broader, 
long-form cultural analysis pieces that would be suitable for newspapers and other 
publications. The class will focus on how to structure an article, select suitable subject 
matter and keep audiences engaged. 

Playwriting with DARREN MURPHY
BELFAST • THUR 20 JULY • 7PM – 9PM • 8 WEEKS • €88/£80
This eight-week workshop series is for emerging playwrights focused on making the 
playwright’s work production-ready and the best structure that releases each individual 
play. There will also be an emphasis on practical dramaturgy.
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The Stinging Fly Summer Workshop* with SEAN O’REILLY 
supported by Words Ireland and the Irish Writers Centre
JUNE 26-30 GALWAY ARTS CENTRE • JULY 10-14 IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
• 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAY • €325/€300 MEMBERS
Two intensive week-long workshops designed for writers of short stories and/or the novel. 
Up to ten writers will be offered a place based on work submitted by the application 
deadline (Wed 3 May for Galway / Wed 10 May for Dublin). * See www.stingingfly.org for 
application details. 

Teens Writing Summer Camp with DEIRDRE SULLIVAN
MON 3 - 7 JULY • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 5 DAY • €150
This workshop is for teens aged 14-17 years old and will focus on creating 
pieces of work that they can edit and develop over five days. The participants 
will work on building stories, characters and worlds, and can also explore 
what works and doesn’t work for them in the fiction they consume. 

Finish your Novel with CONOR KOSTICK 
MON 14 - 19 AUG • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 5 DAY • €450/€420 MEMBERS
Got a novel underway but need a push to finish it? This intensive course will combine 
workshopping your novel-in-progress and discussions to address topics such as 
voice, structure, characters, drama and dialogue, to help get you over the line. 

NORTHERN IRELAND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ I DTUAISCEART ÉIREANN
Mindshift: The Confident Writer with JANE TALBOT
DERRY • SAT 3 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/€25 
If you don’t feel completely confident and relaxed when doing readings, talks and 
interviews then this workshop is for you. Over the course of a day, you will learn the 
tools and techniques for handling unwanted emotions and associated behaviours when 
performing in front of a crowd. 

How to Prepare and Present yourself to Publishers and Agents 
with SUSAN & PAUL FELDSTEIN
BELFAST • SAT 8 JULY • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
This comprehensive seminar will cover all you need to know about contacting agents and 
publishers and preparing and submitting your work to them, including a market overview, 
fiction synopses, non-fiction book proposals, cover letters and C.V.s, online presence, 
ebook vs print and more. 

Arts Reviews, Interviews and Analysis with NADINE O’REGAN
LISBURN • SAT 24 JUNE • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €28/£25
Develop the skills necessary to write arts interviews, reviews, criticism and broader, 
long-form cultural analysis pieces that would be suitable for newspapers and other 
publications. The class will focus on how to structure an article, select suitable subject 
matter and keep audiences engaged. 

Playwriting with DARREN MURPHY
BELFAST • THUR 20 JULY • 7PM – 9PM • 8 WEEKS • €88/£80
This eight-week workshop series is for emerging playwrights focused on making the 
playwright’s work production-ready and the best structure that releases each individual 
play. There will also be an emphasis on practical dramaturgy.
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One-to-one Mentoring

All writers can benefit from the guidance 
and encouragement of One-to-One 
Mentoring no matter what stage you’re at in 
your career. 

The Irish Writers Centre has developed 
a panel of published and experienced 
writers as mentors to help you make your 
writing as good as it can be. This initiative 
is aimed at intermediate and advanced 
level writers looking for professional input. 
Fees go directly to the mentor with a small 
administration fee taken by the IWC.

‘The outcome of Bernie’s mentoring helped 
me tremendously and I have no doubt played 
a significant part in my second manuscript 
being a finalist in this years Novel Fair,’ 
Séan Mackel on one-to-one mentoring with 
Bernie McGill.

‘I found the IWC mentoring experience 
very beneficial. The close (even forensic) 
reading that my work received has helped 
me enormously. The feedback was detailed, 
perceptive and inspiring,’ 
Mary Montague on one-to-one mentoring 
with Mia Gallagher.

‘Sarah’s enthusiasm for YA is infectious, and 

her guidance invaluable in terms of both 

building confidence and in pointing out 

character flaws, plot holes and pacing issues,’ 

Triona Campbell on one-to-one mentoring 

with Sarah Webb.

‘Any calls or communications with CK are 

always answered. He was also free to meet 

me after the appointed feedback tutorial on 

my book.  Time is an endangered “animal” 

these days, but not with CK,’ 

Brenda Morgan on one-to-one mentoring 

with Conor Kostick.

Meet with an experienced mentor of your 
choice who will:
• read your work in-depth

• provide you with a written report in 

advance of your meeting

• meet one-to-one for an hour and a half 

to provide further feedback and give 

direction.

See www.irishwriterscentre.ie/mentor to 

see what writers and industry professionals 

are available. 

Féach an suíomh-idirlín do shonraí breise faoin chúrsa   1110   wwww.irishwriterscentre.ie



Around the Country

As an all-island literary resource 
organisation, we are always aiming to 
connect with writers and audiences outside 
of our home in Dublin. In 2016, we travelled 
far and wide – support from the Arts Council 
of Northern Ireland enabled us to roll out 
many aspects of our programme to Northern 
writers. This year we’ve already travelled 
to the Ennis Book Club Festival in Clare 
with the Irish Times Book Club, presented 
BUALADH BOSton in the US, a literary 
showcase with partners Poetry Ireland and 
Consulate General of Ireland, curated a 
poetry masterclass series in the Seamus 
Heaney Homeplace, Bellaghy, and took part 
in the Words Ireland Writers Series in eight 
locations around the island.

This summer we are visiting at least 
three of the four provinces on the island. 
We are delighted to partner with Cavan 
County Council in devising a new literary 
programme for the county.  Look out for 
its launch in Cavan on Wednesday 17 May, 
when we’ll host an IWC information session 
to introduce ourselves and the proposed 

programme. In June, we’ll be taking our 
Mindshift: The Connected Writer to Listowel, 
in collaboration with Listowel Writers Week, 
which will take place after the festival on 
Saturday 17 June.  

Our Northern Irish courses continue 
with Nadine O’Regan who reveals the 
nuts and bolts of writing art reviews and  
how to get them published, and award-
winning playwright Darren Murphy who 
leads an eight-week workshop series 
for emerging playwrights.  More on our 
Northern Ireland series will be revealed in 
the coming months. 

We will also take our monthly open mic 
on the road for a Takin the Mic: Northern 
Takeover and begin XBorders, a new 
innovative cross-border project aimed at 
bringing writers from all around the country 
together to explore and write about borders 
in imaginative contexts and in various venues 
across Northern Ireland. As ever, our website 
has further information on all of the above.

We hope to see you very soon, wherever 
you are in the country! 
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IWC Past and Present Event Programmes
2017 began on a high note with our now 

annual Nollaig na mBan event which this 
year, in collaboration with The Stinging Fly, 
celebrated the centenary of Irish writer 
Maeve Brennan’s birth. Broadcaster and 
journalist Sinéad Gleeson MC’ed a wonderful 
evening of commissioned reflections from 
Anne Enright, Angela Bourke and Christine 
Dwyer Hickey, amongst others. We were 
also delighted to collaborate with Illuminate 
Herstory, a new festival of light celebrating 
women and girls in Ireland.

Women’s writing was the focus 
of  WomenXBorders in March – our 
International Women’s Day collaboration 
with Women Aloud NI where over 100 women 
from all over the island travelled to Parnell 
Square for a full-day celebration including a 
readathon, information sessions and panel 
discussions. The finale took place in the 
Gardens of Remembrance where we created 
a soundscape of women’s voices reading, 
concluding what we hope will become an 
annual event in our calendar. 

Meanwhile, in the USA with partners Poetry 
Ireland and the Consulate General of Ireland 
we were proud to present BUALADH BOSton 
Literary Festival where some of Ireland’s 

finest contemporary writers including Kevin 
Barry, Lisa McInerney and Paul Howard 
took the stage in historic Boston offering 
funny and insightful conversation with local 
champions of the Boston arts world.

After a successful Novel Fair in February, 
we’re excited to launch the 2018 Novel Fair 
on Thursday 13 April, 2017. Described as the 
“Dragon’s Den for writers”, the fair is a unique 
opportunity for the successful applicants to 
bypass the slush pile and to pitch their book 
directly to publishers and agents. We look 
forward to continuing to facilitate as many 
successes for our novelists as in previous 
years.

As well as these exciting milestones, as 
always we continue to grow and develop our 
regular events at the centre. The Irish Times 
Book Club returned in February featuring Mia 
Gallagher, while our open mic night, Takin 
The Mic continues on the last Friday of each 
month bringing an ever-growing number of 
great performers with their spoken word and 
poetry to a captive audience. 

Be sure to sign up to our newsletter or visit 
our website to see what other IWC activities 
we’ll be bringing on the road this summer!

12   wwww.irishwriterscentre.ie Féach an suíomh-idirlín do shonraí breise faoin chúrsa   13





“Here, in 19 Parnell Square, a genuine community has grown and flourished. It, 
like all truly functioning communities, has had to craft its own ethic of solidarity, 
one that is based on equality, full participation and genuine respect for the many 
differing voices that makes up its whole.
It is for that reason that I am very proud to be Patron of the Irish Writers Centre.”

President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins,  
Patron of the Irish Writers Centre

Anne EnrightJohn Banville Roy Foster

Marian Keyes Joseph O’ConnorÉilís Ní Dhuibhne

Ambassadors of the Irish Writers Centre

New Irish Communities
• A writing community perfect for non-native English 

speakers with an interest in creative writing

• Join seasoned facilitators Mark Granier, Tanya Farrelly, 
and others, every Saturday at the Irish Writers Centre for 
two hours of creative writing exercises with feedback on 
your work

• Become part of our online community: New Irish Communities – Creative Writing 
for Non-Native English Speakers on Facebook

• Share your life experiences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well 
in English

‘When I arrived in Dublin I felt I was living in two different worlds and I looked for a place where I could 
reconnect with the nature of my cultural space and find my voice as a writer. The New Irish Communities 
Group at the Irish Writers Center helped me to overcome my sense of displacement and quickly made  
me feel at home’ 

Gretha Viana.

Some proficiency in English is recommended. 
See www.irishwriterscentre.ie/newirish for more details 
Kindly supported by Dublin City Council



Irish Writers Centre, 19 Parnell Square North, Dublin 1. 
info@writerscentre.ie 01-872 1302 www.irishwriterscentre.ie

Like what you’ve heard so far? Tell your friends and share the 
news by joining the IWC Community online! 

@IrishWritersCtr  @IrishWritersCtr  @IrishWritersCentre

For up-to-date information on our news and events sign up to our 
newsletter at www.irishwriterscentre.ie/signup

A LANDMARK ANTHOLOGy OF ESSAyS By SOME OF 
IRELAND’S FOREMOST CONTEMPORARy WRITERS
‘One of the most refreshing Irish-published books this year’

Nadine O’Regan, The Sunday Business Post

Specially commissioned to  
mark the 25th Anniversary of  
the Irish Writers Centre
‘As soon as we took possession of Number 19  
we could feel the power of the place’

Peter Sirr
‘The working-class writer is obliged to steel 
herself to ignore the class barriers in the arts’

Lisa McInerney
‘Sometimes writing no longer seems like the 
thing I do, it seems like the thing I am’

Kevin Barry

Published by new island and available from  
all good Bookstores or online at www.newisland.ie


