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Become an IWC Member!
Bí í do bhall d’Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann!
Membership of the IWC costs just €50 per annum and only €30 for students and the over 65s. In 
2015, we introduced Professional Membership; rates are staggered until 31 Dec 2016. We also 
introduced Organisational Membership and Friends Membership for those looking to strengthen 
their links with the IWC. Find out more at www.irishwriterscentre.ie.

STANDARD MEMBER BENEFITS
•	 Discounts on bookings. 
•	 Use of workspace in beautiful Georgian 

surroundings 10am – 5.30pm, Mon – Fri.
•	 Free Wi-Fi.
•	 The opportunity to mingle with other writers 

at launches and events.
•	 Information on opportunities, competitions 

and events.
•	 Annual members showcase.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER BENEFITS
All	the	benefits	of	Standard	Membership	plus:
•	 Consideration given for all employment 

opportunities.
•	 Eligible for all WIRs/bursary applications.
•	 Opportunity to act as Member Nominee on 

IWC Board.
•	 Eligible to be on selection panels for all IWC 

opportunities.

MID-WEEK COURSES • CÚRSAÍ LÁR-SEACHTAINE

6-Week Starter Kit with YVONNE CULLEN
MON 19 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
On this six-week course, the guidance of poet, prose writer and teacher Yvonne Cul-
len will help you towards achieving your writing goals. Expect to contribute to lively 
discussions and attempt brief exercises in the classroom while taking on challeng-
es to try at home. Participants will be asked to share their writing experiences and 
will practise close reading with a view to learning from other writers’ skills. Author 
of Invitation to the Air (poetry), and A Winter Quarters	 (non-fiction,	forthcoming),	
Yvonne Cullen has led writing classes all round Ireland with great success for the 
last twenty-four years.

Tipping the Verse: Introduction to Poetry  
with JESSICA TRAYNOR
TUES 20 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This course is ideal for beginner writers, or those who are new to poetry. The six 
weeks will focus on exploring different approaches to writing poetry, with the aim 
of building up a body of work. Participants will discuss image, metaphor, rhythm, 
sound, the shape of the poem on the page, and then be challenged to respond to 
a series of fun and inspiring exercises. Favourite poems will be shared as forms of 
inspiration. There will be workshop elements for those who would like to share their 
work with the group. Jessica Traynor is a poet and creative writing teacher from 
Dublin.	She	 is	Literary	Manager	of	 the	Abbey	Theatre.	Her	first	collection,	Liffey	
Swim,	was	published	by	Dedalus	Press	and	shortlisted	for	the	2015	Shine/Strong	
First Collection Award.

________
BEGINNER

A Scríbhneoir, a chara,
As we enter into the latter part of our 25th anniversary year, we are excited 

that our A Poet’s Rising app is now freely available and the IWC anniversary 
anthology	will	launch	on	20	October.	Look	out	for	these	exciting	developments,	
which promise to be hot tickets.

Due	to	popular	demand,	we	are	embracing	creative	non-fiction	in	a	big	way.	
Essays, memoirs, blog-writing, features, opinion pieces, academic essays, 
confessional writing – this is the season to dip your toes in. In addition, we 
have a superb selection of poetry masterclasses with well-established poets, 
Transgressive	 Fiction	 with	 Rob	 Doyle,	 YA	 Fiction	 with	 Sarah	 Crossan,	 the	
return	of	MJ	Hyland’s	popular	Fiction	Seminar	and	John	Boyne	is	set	to	share	
36 Things I Know About Writing. 

We	kick	off	on	3	September	with	a	special	Mindshift	aimed	at	redressing	
the gender balance in screenwriting. Our Open Day and Culture Night will rock 
and we are dusting off the soapbox for another lively and opinionated round of 
new writings. We are continuing to tour our Irish language spoken word series 
REIC – next stop Belfast, following successful Galway and Dublin dates. 

Thank you to all current members and partners for your support and 
participation in our programmes, we couldn’t do it without you.

Valerie Bistany
Stiúrthóir, Director

A big thank you to:  
Mercury	Engineering	Ltd,	 
CRH	plc,	Sisk	Group,	 

Jones Engineering Group,  
Jack	Gilligan	and	Jack	Harte!	

A special thank you also  
goes out to our  

anonymous donors.

Autumn Courses 2016 • Cúrsaí an Fhómhair 2016
Our courses are loosely divided into colour-coded headings, designed to help you identify your own level 
as	a	writer	and	to	encourage	you	to	try	new	courses:

Beginner
Tosnaitheoir

FOR	THE	NOVICE	WRITER:	will	help	you	find	your	way	into	your	

own writing through practical, creative and supportive means 

with an experienced professional facilitator. 
 

Emerging
Ag borradh

FOR	WRITERS who have attended courses in the past, the 

emerging series will allow you to perfect your skills and de-

velop your creative abilities.
 

Specialised
Sainspéis

WORKSHOPS	 FOR	 WRITERS who are eager to step out of 

their comfort zone or to gain new ideas and skills in different 

forms, genres, or styles.
 

Prof. Development
Forbairt Ghairimiúil

LED	 BY	 INDUSTRY	 PROFESSIONALS, these workshops are 

designed to help the writer to work on essential skills that 

are part and parcel of being a professional writer in the public 

eye.
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Teens Mid-Term Fiction Workshop with DEIRDRE SULLIVAN
TUES–THUR, 1–3 NOV • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 3 DAY • €150
This workshop for young adult writers will focus on creating pieces of work that 
they can edit and develop over the course of the three days. The participants will 
work on building stories, characters and worlds, and also explore what works and 
doesn’t	work	for	them	in	the	fiction	they	consume.	Drawing	on	the	fantastic	and	
commonplace as writing prompts, the students will engage with a variety of ways 
to	craft	and	hone	their	fiction.	Deirdre	Sullivan	is	a	writer	and	teacher	from	Gal-
way.	She	has	written	three	novels	with	Little	Island	(Prim Improper, Improper Order, 
Primperfect) for young adults, and her fourth novel, Needlework, was published in 
spring 2016. 

I Write the Songs with TURLOUGH GUNAWARDHANA  
(AKA TULLY GUN)
MON 7 NOV • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 5 WEEKS • €140/€120 MEMBERS 
Explore	the	art	and	craft	of	songwriting	in	this	five-week	course	with	multi-instru-
mentalist,	songwriter	and	producer	Tully	Gun.	Here	you	will	learn	how	to	use	your	
DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) as a songwriting tool to inspire and infuse your 
songwriting	process.	Tully	will	also	cover	writing	songs	to	brief	for	artists	and	TV/
film	syncs.	This	course	is	aimed	at	complete	beginners	and	those	with	some	experi-
ence in the craft. Tully co-wrote The Coronas’ hit single ‘All The Others’ in 2014, as 
well	as	The	Voice	Ireland	2012	winner	Pat	Byrne’s	debut	album,	which	peaked	at	
No.10 in the Irish Album Charts. Tully is published through Wardlaw Music Publish-
ing	and	Downtown	Music	US.

The Stinging Fly Workshop* with SEAN O’REILLY 
In association with the Irish Writers Centre 
DEADLINE: MON 15 AUG • STARTS: MON 26 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM 
20 WEEKS + 4 ONE-DAYS • €1,500/€1,450 MEMBERS
This	workshop,	led	by	acclaimed	novelist	and	short	story	writer	Sean	O’Reilly,	will	
meet	once	a	week	over	a	six-month	period	 (Sept	2016	–	Mar	2017).	Each	meet-
ing, two participants will present their work-in-progress to the rest of the group 
for	close	scrutiny.	On	 four	Saturdays	during	 the	period,	 there	will	be	a	series	of	
specialist talks on issues around the process of writing and the imagination. Over 
the	duration,	each	participant	will	also	have	two	one-on-one	sessions	with	Sean.	A	
maximum of ten places will be offered on the basis of work submitted by Monday, 
15 August, 2016. Participating writers will receive free IWC membership for the du-
ration	of	the	course.	Sean	O’Reilly	is	the	author	of	Curfew	and	Other	Stories, the 
novels Love	and	Sleep and The	Swing	of	Things, and the experimental novella, Wa-
termark.	He	is	the	editor	of	the	centenary	edition	of	The	Stinging	Fly, ‘In the Wake of 
the	Rising’.	His	new	book	of	short	fiction	will	be	published	this	autumn.	*See	www.
stingingfly.org	for	application	details.	

________
EMERGING

Write Now! with DAVID BUTLER
THUR 22 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS
A successful writer must read widely but will only improve their own work by actu-
ally writing. Participants on this course will be doing plenty of both. Along with their 
own works-in-progress, attendees will look at examples of great writing, focusing 
on	areas	such	as:	how	and	where	to	start;	creating	a	unique	voice;	writing	effective	
dialogue; character building; handling narrative structure; and building tension. Be 
prepared to discuss the work of others; it’s the best way to become your own most 
important	critic!	David	Butler’s	most	recent	novel	City of Dis was shortlisted for the 
Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year 2015. Other publications include the novel The 
Judas Kiss (2012) and the short story collection No	Greater	Love (2013).

The Writer’s Way: Getting Started with NESSA O’MAHONY
TUES 27 SEPT • 11.00AM – 1.00PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
For a writer, there is nothing more terrifying than a blank page or an empty screen. 
The	Writer’s	Way	will	 take	you	through	the	first	steps	from	finding	 inspiration	to	
polishing your drafts. Participants will explore the craft of writing, from structur-
ing stories to character development, to discovering their own sources of imagery. 
Poetry,	short	and	long	fiction,	and	memoir	will	be	examined	and	the	course	will	con-
sist	of	a	combination	of	in-class	tuition	and	exercises,	and	peer	critiquing	of	work-
in-progress.	Nessa	O’Mahony	has	published	four	volumes	of	poetry.	She	won	the	
National	Women’s	Poetry	Competition	in	1997	and	was	shortlisted	for	the	Patrick	
Kavanagh	Prize	and	Hennessy	Literature	Awards.

Start Writing for Children and Teenagers with SARAH WEBB
WED 5 OCT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Want to write a book for children but don’t know where to start? In this practical, 
hands-on workshop, participants will look at the different age groups and genres 
that make up the children’s book world, before embarking on their own writing jour-
ney. The classes will include lecturing, in-class exercises, homework, book industry 
and publishing advice, and plenty of personal experience. Plus there will be a whole 
lot	of	book	and	story	sharing.	Sarah	Webb	writes	for	both	children	and	adults.	The 
Songbird	Café	Girls:	Aurora	and	the	Popcorn	Dolphin	is	her	most	recent	book.	Sarah	
is	the	Children’s	Curator	of	the	Mountains	to	Sea	dlr	Book	Festival	and	a	Literary	
Advisor	to	Listowel	Writers’	Week.

6-Week Starter Kit with JEAN O’BRIEN
THUR 27 OCT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS 
This	course	is	for	writers	starting	out,	be	it	in	fiction,	memoir,	short	story,	poetry	
or a novel. You will explore different writing genres with hands-on exercises, read-
ing the works of established writers and workshopping the participants’ own work. 
This	critiquing	will	be	done	in	an	encouraging	and	friendly	atmosphere	along	with	
tips and advice. By the end of the six weeks participants should have a clearer idea 
of what writing entails and how to pursue it. Jean O’Brien is an award-winning poet 
with	four	collections	to	her	name	and	a	‘New	and	Selected’	due	from	Salmon	Po-
etry,	late	2016.	She	has	facilitated	many	creative	writing	workshops	in	places	as	di-
verse as festivals, schools, community groups, prisons and libraries, and she holds 
an M.Phil from Trinity College Dublin.

(No	class:	 
WED	2	NOV)
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The Poetry Masterclass Series with MULTIPLE POETS 
WED 28 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €250/€230 MEMBERS
This	unique	course	offers	new,	emerging	and	professional	poets	an	inside	look	at	
the	working	techniques	and	processes	of	poets	who	have	previously	excelled	at	the	
craft. Incorporating a range of themes including the connection between the per-
sonal and the political as well as the art of reinventing memoir, attendees will have 
an exclusive opportunity to look at new ways to explore and engage with poetry, in 
order to develop and grow their own work. Each week, a different poet will deliver a 
masterclass on a theme of their choice. Join Pat Boran, Alvy Carragher, Harry Clift-
on, Kit Fryatt, Eleanor Hooker, Medbh McGuckian, Peter Sirr and Macdara Woods 
to discover new ways to get to the heart of your work.

Writing Memoir with HENRY McDONALD 
THUR 29 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS
Memoir is now a highly respected sub-set of literature and some of the greatest 
literary works have, in fact, been true-life accounts with writers mining from an 
eclectic seam of life like the misery of an Irish childhood (Angela’s Ashes) to the 
drug-fuelled	farcical	romp	around	early	1970s	America	(Fear	and	Loathing	in	Las	
Vegas). In this eight-week course, students will be encouraged to nurture their 
own proposed memoir project through lectures, in-class exercises and reading key 
texts.	Henry	McDonald	is	the	author	of	the	critically	acclaimed	NI	Troubles	child-
hood memoir Colours.	Henry	is	the	Ireland	Correspondent	for	The Guardian and The 
Observer, and has written for a range of publications such as The	Spectator and GQ.

Making the Murderer: Crime Fiction with LOUISE PHILLIPS 
THUR 29 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS 
During this ten-week course participants will learn the ‘how to’ of creating a grip-
ping crime story, using tension, pace and effective dialogue, whilst developing 
great characters and a page-turning novel. There will be modules on police pro-
cedure	and	forensics,	and	you	will	also	receive	editorial	critique	to	sharpen	your	
fictional	voice.	A	number	of	Louise’s	students	have	achieved	publishing	deals	or	
are	now	signed	with	agents.	Louise Phillips is the author of four bestselling psycho-
logical crime thrillers, all of which were nominated for Best Irish Crime Novel of the 
Year.	Her	novel,	The	Doll’s	House,	won	the	award	in	2013.	Her	first	two	novels	will	
be	published	in	the	US	in	2016/2017.	

Screenwriting with MARK O’CONNOR 
MON 3 OCT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
This course is ideal for aspiring screenwriters who are interested in writing a fea-
ture	film	script.	From	the	basics,	like	research	and	generating	ideas,	to	the	busi-
ness side of the industry, like funding opportunities, participants will explore the 
ins and outs of the art of screenwriting. Over the eight weeks topics covered will 
include:	master	plots;	logline,	synopsis	and	scene	breakdown;	three	act	structure;	
action,	description	and	movement;	creating	conflict;	and	writing	treatments.	Mark	
O’Connor	is	a	graduate	of	the	New	York	Film	Academy.	He	has	written	and	directed	
four	feature	films	and	has	just	completed	his	fourth,	Cardboard Gangsters, due for 
release in cinemas in October 2016. 

(No	class:	 
MON 31 OCT)

Finish Your Novel with CONOR KOSTICK 
TUES 20 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 10 WEEKS • €280/€260 MEMBERS
This is a practical course for writers who are part way through writing a novel. Par-
ticipants will workshop together to further the progress of their manuscripts, as 
well as engage in discussions on a weekly topic such as characterisation, dialogue, 
drama, etc,	which	are	designed	to	strengthen	the	quality	of	their	writing.	More	than	
twenty past participants of this course have secured book deals. Conor Kostick is 
the author of a number of successful books. In 2009, Conor was presented with 
a	Special	Merit	Award	by	the	Reading	Association	of	 Ireland;	 in	2010	he	was	the	
Farmleigh Writer-in-Residence. Conor was president of the Irish jury for the EU 
Prize	for	Literature,	2015.	

Writing Fiction Through Drama with MIA GALLAGHER 
TUES 27 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 8 WEEKS • €220/€200 MEMBERS 
In this eight-week course, attendees will be introduced to some dynamic tools to 
help	open	up	your	creativity	around	writing	fiction.	Through	a	high	concentration	of	
games and exercises commonly used in drama and improvisation, you will learn to 
develop	fiction-writing	skills	in	the	basics	of	character	development,	voice,	plot-
ting, setting, scene-writing and dialogue. The course will be high-energy and fun, 
and involve a mix of pair work and feedback leading to in-class writing exercises. 
Mia Gallagher’s acclaimed debut novel HellFire (Penguin Ireland, 2006) received the 
Irish	Tatler	Literature	Award	(2007).	Her	short	fiction	won	the	START	award	in	2005	
and	has	been	shortlisted	for	Hennessy,	Fish	and	Trevor/Bowen	Awards.	Mia’s	sec-
ond novel Beautiful Pictures of the Lost Homeland, published this May, is already 
receiving considerable critical acclaim.

Interactive Fiction/Video Game Writing  
with CHARLENE PUTNEY
THUR 15 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Learn	how	to	write	for	video	games	in	this	step-by-step	engaging	course.	In	each	
weekly hands-on session, participants will craft interactive stories using a free and 
easy-to-learn tool called Twine. In addition, they will learn the theory of structuring 
narratives for choice and interactivity, and how to get involved in the game devel-
opment	community.	Learn	and	create	in	a	fun	and	inclusive	atmosphere	in	which	
every	student	will	publish	 their	own	 interactive	fiction	by	 the	end	of	 the	course.	
Charlene	Putney	writes	games	for	Larian	Studios	and	is	putting	the	finishing	touch-
es	to	her	first	fantasy	novel.	When	not	writing,	she	teaches	role-playing	games	and	
interactive narrative at Trinity College Dublin and DIT. 

Creative Non-Fiction with MARK O’CONNELL
MON 19 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Learn	how	to	incorporate	literary	styles	and	techniques	in	your	non-fiction	writing	
by examining what it means to write what John McPhee calls ‘the literature of fact’. 
Attendees	will	explore	the	theory	and	practice	of	creative	non-fiction	in	a	variety	of	
forms – including essays, reportage, memoir, criticism – as well as practical mat-
ters	 like	finding	a	subject,	 reporting	and	conducting	 interviews.	Participants	will	
share and discuss their own works-in-progress, and will be encouraged to write 
new material for the course. Mark O’Connell is a journalist and essayist, and a 
books columnist for Slate.	His	work	has	appeared	in	The New York Times Magazine, 
The New York Times Book Review, The Dublin Review, and The New Yorker online.

__
__
__
__
__
_
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WEEKEND COURSES • CÚRSAÍ SEACHTAINE

From First Draft to First Novel with WILLIAM RYAN
SAT 3 SEPT • 9.00AM – 5.00PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This workshop is aimed at writers who have either completed their novel or are 
working	on	a	first	draft,	as	well	as	beginners	who	hope	to	turn	a	promising	 idea	
into something more. It will focus on plot, central and subsidiary characters, set-
ting,	research,	flow	and	opening	chapters.	This	workshop	is	ideal	for	those	putting	
finishing	touches	to	their	IWC	Novel	Fair	submissions.	William	Ryan’s	novels	have	
been shortlisted for numerous prizes including the Theakston’s Crime Novel of the 
Year	and	the	Kerry	Group	Irish	Fiction	Award.	His	new	novel	The	Constant	Soldier 
has	been	described	by	AL	Kennedy	as	‘a	nuanced,	complex	and	gripping	tale	of	guilt	
and love’.

Transgressive Fiction with ROB DOYLE
SAT 3 SEPT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
In this workshop participants will look at the tradition of writing that pushes the 
limits of what is acceptable in literature, both morally and artistically. By consider-
ing samples from writers who have transgressed the rules of what prose ‘is allowed 
to do’, attendees will explore how writing can continue to be gainfully transgressive 
in the 21st century. Writing exercises and challenges will enable participants to ex-
periment with the transgressive potential of their own material and imaginations. 
Rob Doyle is the author of two highly acclaimed books, This Is the Ritual and Here	
Are the Young Men,	both	published	by	Bloomsbury/Lilliput.	His	work	has	appeared	
in the Guardian, Observer, Irish Times, Dublin Review and elsewhere.

Mindshift: Redressing Gender Equality in Screenwriting 
presented by the IRISH WRITERS CENTRE  
in association with THE WRITERS GUILD OF IRELAND
SAT 3 SEPT • 10AM – 1.30PM • ½ DAY • €10
As	if	breaking	into	screenwriting	wasn’t	enough	of	a	challenge,	gender	inequality	is	
commonplace	in	the	film	industry.	This	professional	development	day,	supported	
by Words Ireland, is aimed primarily at women writers who are interested in writing 
for	film	or	television,	or	in	having	their	existing	work	adapted	for	the	screen.	Indus-
try experts will cover issues such as the under-representation of women in screen-
writing and the Irish Film Board’s new gender focused policy, as well as providing 
information on development funding and contracts. All sessions will allow time for 
Q&A.	See	www.irishwriterscentre.ie	for	full	line-up.

Young Adult Fiction with SARAH CROSSAN
SAT 17 SEPT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This	workshop	will	cover	how	young	adult	(YA)	fiction	differs	from	middle	grade	and	
adult	fiction.	There	will	be	an	exploration	on	how	to	create	a	convincing	voice,	cen-
tral characters, and a page-turning plot. There will also be opportunities to write 
and share work as well as a discussion on how to polish a manuscript for submis-
sion	to	agents,	and	how	best	 to	create	a	social	media	profile	 for	 the	YA	market.	
Sarah	Crossan	is	the	author	of	five	novels	including	ONE which won the Children’s 
Books	Ireland	2016	Book	of	the	Year	Award	as	well	as	the	YA	Prize	2016.	She	was	
shortlisted twice for the Carnegie Medal and won with ONE in 2016.

________
EMERGING

___________
SPECIALISED

_________________
PROF. DEVELOPMENT

___________
SPECIALISED

Writing Opinion Pieces with KITTY HOLLAND
TUES 20 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
On this six-week course participants will learn how to master the opinion piece 
and	to	use	quick	thinking	to	produce	strong,	confident	commentary	on	the	ever-
changing world as it is today. This is an ideal primer for those who wish to illuminate 
important	issues	or	use	their	own	life	experiences	in	their	writing.	Kitty	Holland	is	a	
staff	reporter	with	a	particular	interest	in	human	rights	and	social	justice.	She	has	
reported widely on such issues as homelessness, drug addiction, poverty, Travel-
lers, immigrants’ rights, domestic violence and gay, lesbian and transgender rights. 
She	has	been	with	The Irish Times since 1998. 

Introduction to Blogwriting* with KETTY ELISABETH
WED 21 SEPT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 5 WEEKS • €140/€120 MEMBERS
This introductory level course is aimed at anyone who has ever wanted to start a 
blog and not known where to begin, or started a blog and not known how to grow 
it.	Participants	will	be	provided	with	advice	on	how	to	get	going	,	from	finding	your	
niche and choosing the right platform to expanding your audience and learning to 
stand	out	from	the	crowd.	The	course	will	also	cover	finding	your	voice,	engaging	
your audience and, most importantly, using social media. These are not technical or 
IT based workshops but classes designed to get you started. Ketty Elisabeth is the 
author, editor and eater behind French Foodie in Dublin, the multi award-winning 
blog about Dublin’s food scene. *The	final	session	will	consist	of	a	two	hour	panel	
discussion	with	other	high-profile	bloggers.	

Feature Writing with SUE LEONARD
WED 26 OCT • 6.30PM – 8.30PM • 6 WEEKS • €165/€150 MEMBERS
Transform your journalistic writing abilities and learn how to keep an audience en-
gaged with eye-catching, revelatory, entertaining stories. The basics of feature writ-
ing will be explored, from sourcing ideas, planning your work and carrying out inter-
views, to tailoring writing to different publications and audiences. Feedback will be 
given throughout while participants will also be given advice on cultivating contacts 
and	how	to	pitch	and	submit	work.	Sue	Leonard	is	a	full-time	feature	writer	who	has	
written	widely	for	the	national	press.	She	currently	writes	the	‘Beginners	Pluck’	col-
umn for the Irish Examiner.	She	is	also	a	number	one	bestselling	ghostwriter.

THE PUBLISHING TRAINING CENTRE, LONDON 
in association with the IRISH WRITERS CENTRE
Writing and Editing for the Web with SUE DAVIS 
THUR 3 NOV • 9.30AM – 5.00PM • 1 DAY • €295/€265 IWC, PUB IRL, AFEPI or SFEP MEMBERS

The	web	editor’s	role	is	crucial	in	creating	readable,	searchable	and	findable	web	
content.	Content	creators	or	those	responsible	for	web	content	will	benefit	most	
from this class such as content designers, editors, writers, business owners and 
publicity and marketing staff. This course contributes to PUB 14, PUB 15 and PUB 
19	of	the	Book	&	Journal	Publishing	National	Occupational	Standards.	Sue	Davis	has	
designed, produced and edited hundreds of websites for clients ranging from small 
charities	and	businesses	to	large	NGOs	such	as	UNICEF	and	global	enterprises.	She	
currently helps clients with website metrics and analytics, performs expert usabil-
ity reviews, advises on enterprise blogging, and designs and structures websites.
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Character and Dialogue with KATHLEEN MAC MAHON  
and COLIN MURPHY
SAT 8 & 15 OCT • 10.30AM – 1.30PM • 2 x ½ DAYS • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Creating memorable characters and gripping dialogue is at the heart of all excellent 
fiction	and	drama.	Over	 the	course	of	 two	three-hour	sessions,	 learn	how	to	get	
under the skin of your characters. From developing deeper characters and creat-
ing believable backstory, participants will learn how dialogue intertwines with their 
character construction and then, through the expertise of a playwright, you will 
learn how to master the art of the written conversation. These workshops are suit-
able for beginning and emerging writers. Kathleen Mac Mahon has been nominated 
for two Bord Gáis Energy Irish Book Awards and for the Kerry Group Irish Novel 
of the Year. Colin Murphy has written a trilogy of political documentary plays for 
Fishamble	Theatre	Company:	Guaranteed!, Bailed	Out! and Inside the GPO.

An Expert’s Guide to Promoting your Book with  
LIA MILLS, BERT WRIGHT, PETER O’CONNELL, MARTIN DOYLE, 
RICK O’SHEA and OTHERS
SAT 15 OCT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €60/€50 MEMBERS
The key to being a commercially successful writer is learning how to get yourself 
and your book the exposure it deserves. During this highly practical, one-day series 
of	talks	Lia	Mills	(author	of	Another Alice, Nothing	Simple, Fallen), Bert Wright (cu-
rator	of	Mountains	to	Sea	dlr	Book	Festival),	and	Peter	O’Connell	(publicist	at	Peter	
O’Connell Media) will discuss their own experiences with publicity and offer advice 
on	gaining	recognition	in	the	industry.	The	day	will	finish	with	a	panel	led	by	Martin	
Doyle	 (Assistant	Literary	Editor,	The Irish Times),	who	will	chat	with	Rick	O’Shea	
(Rick	O’Shea	Book	Club)	and	others	as	they	discuss	strategies	and	best	practice	for	
approaching and working with the media. All sessions will allow for Q&A. 

Fiction Seminar with M.J. Hyland
SAT 22 OCT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This intensive seminar will cover the fundamentals of plotting, narrative tension 
and	creating	compelling	characters.	Learn	how	to	create	memorable	stories:	how	
to begin, how to structure, and how to permanently cure writer’s block as well as 
the art of editing. An award-winning novelist and lecturer in Creative Writing at the 
University	 of	Manchester,	M.J.	Hyland	has	been	 shortlisted	 for	 the	Man	Booker	
Prize,	the	BBC	National	Short	Story	Award	and	the	Hazlitt	Essay	Prize.	She	pub-
lishes in the Guardian, Financial Times, London	Review	of	Books, and more. 

Beat the Slushpile* with SALLYANNE SWEENEY
SAT 12 NOV • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
This	workshop	will	cover	how	to	write	a	winning	query	letter,	synopsis	and	pitch,	
along with an overview of the publishing industry and the opportunity to ask an 
agent anything you’ve ever wanted to know. With group and individual exercises, 
and detailed feedback, you will leave armed with everything you need to ensure a 
stand-out	submission.	Sallyanne	Sweeney	is	a	literary	agent	at	Mulcahy	Associates	
in	London.	She	is	building	her	list	of	fiction	and	non-fiction	authors	for	children	and	
adults, as well as a small number of picture book illustrators. *Participants will be 
asked to submit their cover letters ahead of time and to bring their pitch, synopsis 
and	opening	of	their	manuscript	(first	100	words	max.)	along	on	the	day. 

________
BEGINNER

_________________
PROF. DEVELOPMENT

________
EMERGING

_________________
PROF. DEVELOPMENT

Telling the Story: Playwriting Workshop with  
MICHELLE READ
SAT 17 SEPT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY •  €80/€70 MEMBERS
Live	theatre	is	created	with	dynamic	characters,	engaging	stories,	active	dialogue	
and strong stage pictures. This highly practical day-long workshop, led by Michelle 
Read, will explore how to create scripts for live performance through writing exer-
cises, discussion and scene analysis. The focus for this workshop will be the initial 
story idea and developing character wants and needs in order to move the story 
forward. Michelle Read has a vast range of experience as a performer, producer, 
playwright and dramaturg and she has worked in theatre in Dublin for over twenty 
years.	Her	writing	awards	include	the	Stewart	Parker/BBC	Northern	Ireland	Drama	
Award	and	a	Fringe	First.	She	also	lectures	on	the	B.A.	Degree	in	Drama	at	Coláiste	
Dhúlaigh.

36 Things I Know About Writing with JOHN BOYNE
SAT 24 SEPT • 10.30AM – 1PM • 2½ HOURS • €40/€35 MEMBERS
In this informative talk, author John Boyne details everything he has learned about 
writing and publishing over an almost twenty-year career. From beginning a novel 
and	battling	through	the	difficult	days	to	presenting	it	to	publishers	and	getting	it	
into	the	hands	of	readers,	this	talk	will	benefit	anyone	who	is	hoping	for	a	career	as	
a writer. The session lasts 90 minutes, followed by 60 minutes’ Q&A. John Boyne 
is	the	author	of	nine	novels	for	adults,	five	for	younger	readers,	and	a	collection	of	
short stories, including the international bestsellers The	Boy	in	the	Striped	Pyjamas 
and A	History	of	Loneliness.	His	novels	have	been	published	in	48	languages.

Academic Essay Writing with PHILIP COLEMAN
SAT 1 OCT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
While academic writing can take many forms, this one-day seminar will focus on is-
sues such as how to conduct research, structuring arguments, managing word lim-
its, compiling bibliographies and how to use different citation systems. The work-
shop will be of interest to academic editors and students of English and cognate 
disciplines, as well as anyone curious about the nuts and bolts of academic writing. 
Dr	Philip	Coleman	is	an	Associate	Professor	in	the	School	of	English	and	a	Fellow	of	
Trinity	College	Dublin.	His	books	include	John	Berryman’s	Public	Vision:	Re-locat-
ing	the	Scene	of	Disorder (2014) and Critical	Insights:	David	Foster	Wallace (2015).

Confessional Writing with RÓISÍN AGNEW
SAT 8 OCT • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
Participants will look at confessional writing in diary form, coterie writing, memoir 
and the rise of the personal essay. Confessional writing and the web will be cov-
ered, from tell-all culture to the notion of ‘safe spaces’. Ultimately it will be ad-
dressed whether confessional writing is exploitative or emancipatory and whether 
it is art or tactic. There may be a short reading list in advance of this course. Róisín 
Agnew is a writer and journalist with an interest in pop culture and women’s issues. 
She	has	worked	for	the	Irish Times, Lonely	Planet, and Sunday	Times and she runs 
her own award-winning magazine Guts that specialises in confessional writing and 
illustration.
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Editing your Book: A Publisher’s Perspective*  
with HELEN CARR
SAT 19 NOV • 10.30AM – 4.30PM • 1 DAY • €80/€70 MEMBERS
If your book is taken on by a publisher, what will happen to it between submission 
and publication? This day-long course will teach you how to edit a work-in-progress 
and prepare your script for submission. The course will also provide an overview 
of the publishing process and explain the editing, design and publicity processes. 
Participants’ proposals and writing will be assessed in class as well as how each 
proposal	might	fit	within	the	commercial	world	of	publishing.	Helen	Carr	is	a	Senior	
Editor	at	The	O’Brien	Press.	She	edits	a	broad	range	of	bestselling	fiction	and	non-
fiction	for	adults,	young	adults	and	children. *Participants will be asked to submit 
their proposal or pitch and/or a sample of their work in progress (max. 500 words) 
ahead of time.

Mindshift: The Connected Writer presented by the  
IRISH WRITERS CENTRE in association with  
THE CRESCENT ARTS CENTRE, BELFAST
SAT 19 NOV • 10.30AM – 4PM • 1 DAY • €10/£7
Looking	to	take	part	in	more	literary	events	and	festivals?	Or	maybe	you	want	to	im-
prove your skillset for readings, panel discussions and interviews. This professional 
development day for emerging and established writers, supported by Words Ire-
land,	will	inform	you	on	how	to	get	the	gig	and	how	to	connect	with	audiences.	Hear	
from writers, events programmers and festival directors as they discuss knowing 
your	USPs,	connecting	with	relevant	organisers,	and	the	etiquette	of	‘getting	out	
there’. Preparation, your onstage presence and the dos and don’ts of literary per-
formances	will	also	be	tackled.	See	www.irishwriterscentre.ie	for	line-up.

New Irish Communities Weekend Sessions -  
For non-native English speakers
CONTINUES EVERY SAT FROM 17 SEPT ONWARD • WEEKLY • 
11.00AM – 1.00PM • €6 PER SESSION OR €20 FOR A COURSE OF 4 SESSIONS
Join	various	seasoned	facilitators	every	Saturday	at	the	Irish	Writers	Centre	for	two	
hours	of	creative	writing	exercises	with	feedback	on	your	work.	Share	your	life	ex-
periences through new pieces of poetry or prose – and do it well in English. This 
course is perfect for non-native English speakers with an interest in creative writ-
ing.	Some	proficiency	in	English	is	recommended.
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Join us for our Open Day — Autumn 2016
SAT 10 SEPT • 11.00AM-3.00PM • Places will be held on a first-come, first-served basis

•	Free creative writing classes with David Butler 
and Nessa O’Mahony - includes prose and 
poetry sample classes

•	Information session on our Novel Fair

•	Presentation on our Professional Development 
initiatives for writers

•	Free tours of the building

•	Join Inkslingers – our popular and longest 
running writing group

•	Drop into a New Irish Communities session, 
an open creative writing group for non-native 
English speakers

•	Free tea, coffee, cake and biscuits

•	Sign up via our website www.irishwriterscentre.ie

“I have found the Irish Writers Centre to be a fantastic resource … The team have been 
tremendously welcoming and encouraging at all times. Carlsberg don’t do writers centres,  
but I’m sure if they did …” Elaine Butler, course attendee of the IWC

MENTORING PROGRAMME • CLÁR COMHAIRLEOIREACHTA
MANUSCRIPT DEVELOPMENT:
Meet	with	an	experienced	and	published	writer	of	your	choice	who	will:
• read your work in-depth
• provide you with a written report in advance of the meeting
• meet one-to-one for an hour and a half to provide further feedback and 

give direction
You can meet the author/mentor just once, or on a number of occasions for 
ongoing manuscript development. You can provide new or revised text in  
advance of each meeting.
Go to the Professional Development section of our site to see what writers and 
industry professionals are available.

WE OFFER MENTORING FOR THE FOLLOWING FORMS AND GENRES:
Novels,	short	fiction,	playwriting,	TV	&	film	scripts,	poetry,	historical	fiction,	
fantasy	 fiction,	 crime	 writing,	 feature	 writing,	 freelance	 journalism,	 travel	
writing and more.

CONSULTATION
Involves a one and a half hour meeting with a writer or professional to seek 
industry	advice	and	information	on	any	of	the	following	areas:
• book publicity
• author contracts
• marketing and social media
• introduction to the 

publishing industry

• managing book launches
• teaching creative writing
• engaging festival curators  

or venues
• and more…

FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
& BOOKING

G o  t o  t h e 

Professional 

Development 

section of our 

site to see 

what writers 

and industry 

professionals 

are available

“Here,	in	19	Parnell	Square,	a	genuine	community	has	grown	and	flourished.	It,	
like all truly functioning communities, has had to craft its own ethic of solidarity, 
one that is based on equality, full participation and genuine respect for the many 
differing voices that makes up its whole.
It is for that reason that I am very proud to be Patron of the Irish Writers Centre.”

President	of	Ireland,	Michael	D.	Higgins,	 
Patron of the Irish Writers Centre

Anne EnrightJohn Banville Roy Foster

Marian Keyes Joseph O’ConnorÉilís Ní Dhuibhne

Ambassadors of the Irish Writers Centre
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IWCadvert(Wordwell)JUne2016.qxp_Layout 1  24/06/2016  16:45  Page 1

NOVEL FAIR 2017
ASPIRING NOVELISTS, 
COULD YOU SIGN THE  
NEXT BIG BOOK DEAL?
We	want	your	finest	10,000	words! 
Deadline:	21	October	2016,	5pm

See	www.irishwriterscentre.ie  
for competition details

GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES THE GIFT OF WRITING
Our gift cards are available in any denomination  

and can be redeemed against any of our courses.

See www.irishwriterscentre.ie for more details 
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Irish Writers Centre, 19 Parnell Square, Dublin 1
info@writerscentre.ie 01 872 1302 www.irishwriterscentre.ie

26 Aug Takin the Mic open mic night. Also on 30 Sept, 28 Oct & 25 Nov

3 Sept Mindshift: Redressing Gender Equality in Screenwriting

10 Sept Annual Irish Writers Centre Open Day 

16 Sept Culture Night with the Irish Writers Centre & The Stinging Fly 

21 Sept Salmon Poetry Book Launch 

29 Sept Reic, bilingual spoken word, Belfast

12 Oct Is Víreas Teanga: Togra Gearradh Suas in assoc. with IMRAM 

15 Oct Publishing Day with University of Limerick 

19 Oct Blog It: in conversation with successful bloggers

20 Oct Launch of Irish Writers Centre 25 Year Anthology 

10 Nov Irish Writers Centre 25 years celebration at Dublin Book Festival

12 Nov Craft Seminars in assoc. in association with Dublin Book Festival 

19 Nov Mindshift: The Connected Writer at Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast

8 Dec IWC Christmas Party & Jack Harte Bursary Announcement

What’s On 
This Autumn EVENTS AT THE IRISH WRITERS CENTRE

Ar siúl in Áras Scríbhneoirí na hÉireann

25 YEARS 1991—2015-- ----- --------- 


