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Inspiration in the British Countryside

Located in the rolling hills of southeast England, the designwas meant to mimic the beer-brewing structures

that once dotted the landscape
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At its best, great architecture can maintain your attention. Yetto create a world-class
structure, the architect must push the medium by doing something bold, different. This
difficult act of making space isn't always successful. In fact, the UK. has an annual
architecture prize, the Carbuncle Cup, for the ugliest building in the United Kingdom
completed that year. The architects at ACME have nething to worry about with their
recent design of Bumpers Oast, a radically different approach to a family country house.
The home—which was named for its similarity in design to hop kilns, buildings designed
for the drying of hops during the beer-brewing process—is made up of four towers, each

featuring exaggerated ceilings in the shape of a cone.

“We reimagined the traditional oast house to create a 21 st-century home for a family with
two young children,” says Lucy Moreney, architect at the London-based firm ACME. "The
client was very open to pushing the boundaries of designing an innovative house, with a

focus en employing thelocal skills and trades of traditional buildings in Kent.”

Teur this remarkable, neo-futuristic home below.
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“The process of conscruction was very pushing to manifesc a design which was a concemporary
incerprecacion of che cradidonal oasc,” explains ACME archicecc Lucy Moroney. “Alchough the house is

highly bespoke, we developed simple and clean decails, which worked wich che nacure of che geomeory.”
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Anaerial view shows the symmecrical design of each unic wichin che home. While cradidonal casc houses

maincained a licde space becween each one, che archiceces opred for a more unified scruccure.
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“Kent-syle tiles in eighe shades have been used to creare che excerior skin, slowly fading from dark red ac
the base co arange in che cencer and blue toward che sky,” says Moroney. While che scheme was designed
by ACME, che archiceces leaned on che experience of locals in building the scruccure: “Laying che diles relied
heavily on local craft skills co creace smooch cransicions from recangular dles for the cylinders to

increasingly capering ciles for che cones.”
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Over 41,000 tiles clad che walls and roof of the house. "The aim of the use of colors in the project was o
be harmonions wich che environmene,” explains Moroney. As such, che firm used a glazed finish with a mix
of ciles. "Each cile was creaced wich an engobe finish.” Engobe is a liquid mixcure of clay and ocher macerials

suspended in wacer which is common in ceramics.
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The incerior space is well licwich nacural lighting, a feacure che architeces were insistenc on geccing righc.
“The qualicy of incerior light was an imporcanc consideracion,” explaing Moroney. “And icwas made
possible by oriencacing che windows away from the norch fagade.” Ic's cypically besc for che windows of a

home to face souch, as ic's easiest to shade glass during che summer and lec sun shine in during che wincer.
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“Much of che incerior is clad in birch plywood, using larger panels ac che base and gradually fading to 2

finer grain as che rows spiral up to che apex,” says Moroney.
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A look inside one of che bachrooms of che home.
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The conical bedroom on the cap floor feacures walls covered in plywood shingles.
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