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The latest art project designed by the Studio Stitchers Bee was going to be centered upon a 
photograph with each bee member having an opportunity to manipulate their chosen image using photo 
software on the computer.  After printing out the image, the artist could use thread painting, fabric 
paints or whatever else they wanted to use that would enhance the image. 
 
Gladys had been walking along the railroad track near her subdivision for most of the morning looking 
for that perfect shot to capture on her camera.  It was a fine, brisk, sunny October morning - perfect for 
taking photographs.  None of the photos she had taken so far piqued her interest, but she knew it was 
only a matter of time till she found the right montage of items that would capture her attention. 
 
As she walked, she frequently caught herself eyeing the tracks.  Parts of the metal sparkled brightly as 
the sun struck down on them yet other areas, near the gravel, turned brown either with rust or dirt.  
Occasionally, a lonely daisy tilted its head toward the sky or a cluster of weeds edged their way among 
the wooden ties but this was not the type of scene she was looking for. 
 
The screech of a hawk shook Gladys out of her reverie.  She shielded her eyes from the bright sunlight 
as she watched the hawk circle overhead, slowly moving further away from where she stood.   
 
She thought how peaceful it was at the back of the subdivision.  This section of tracks ran through a 
grove of oak trees and tall pine trees.  The snap of a twig brought Gladys’ eyes back to the tracks and 
about ten yards in front of her.  Holding her breath, she slowly brought her camera up and held it in 
front of her right eye.  Right there, in the center of the view finder, stood a brown fox its ears pointing 
straight up, it’s eyes alert and watching her.  It stood so still, with its front feet poised on the silver metal 
track, as if posing for the photograph she was taking. 
 
After Gladys snapped several photos, the fox turned and quickly jogged across the tracks and into the 
trees. 
 
‘That’s it,’ Gladys happily thought, ‘that’s the shot I was looking for.’ 
 
She turned and began the walk back into her subdivision.  With her imagination taking hold of the 
photo, she made a plan of the steps she would take to make her fox photo into an exciting piece of art - 
one that she knew she would want to hang in her home. Of course, that meant she would need to 
frame it as art and not a quilt, but several of her friends in the Studio Stitchers Bee would be happy to 
show her how to do that. 
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MYSTERY QUILT CLUB 
 

STUDENT HANDOUT 
Designed by Tammy Minnich, Spenwick Cottage Designs 

 
Finished Size:  45” x 63” 



This months’ Mystery Quilt will use that wonderful layer cake you have and don’t know what to do with.  
Add one fabric that will act as an accent to the mix and you will have a fun quilt to use at a picnic or to 
toss over you on the couch. 
 
Have fun selecting the layer cake. 
 
 
Fabric Requirements: 
 
Fabric A 1 pkg  Layer Cake (at least 35 - 10” squares) 
Fabric B 1 yd  Accent Fabric 
  4 yd  Backing/Binding (not needed in class) 
 
 
Other Supplies Needed: 
 
Sewing Machine and basic sewing supplies 
Neutral Sewing Thread to coordinate with fabrics 
Iron and Pressing Board 
Rotary Cutter and Cutting Surface 
Ruler (9 ½” square will be helpful) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK 

 
 
If the Layer Cake you choose do not have a total of 35 squares, you may want to select fabrics from 
your stash and cut 10” squares to reach the total that is needed.  However, if the Layer Cake has more 
than 35 squares, pull out any extra squares. 
 
Fabric A Cut each 10” square as shown at right  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fabric B Cut 25 strips 1” x WOF 
 
 
 
WOF = Width of Fabric from selvage to selvage 
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