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It was the hottest part of the summer, early August, and Jill was finding it more and more difficult to 
get into her garden.  It didn’t matter how early in the morning she walked out onto the patio, the 
humidity engulfed her and could sometimes feel like an oven even at seven a.m.  This morning 
was no different but she was going to tough it out because her plants needed some tending to. 
 
A limb had fallen from the neighbors’ tree and landed in a flower bed, right on top of a Rose of 
Sharon shrub.  Some of the shrubs’ branches had broken under the onslaught of the falling limb 
which meant that Jill needed to remove them and clean up the mess.  It didn’t take long and while 
the shrub looked a little lopsided, it would soon fill out again and look as good as new.   
 
After removing her floppy hat, she wiped her forehead then headed for the shaded veranda to sit 
and rest for a few minutes.   
 
‘This heat is sure taking it out of me’, she thought. 
 
As she fanned herself with the hat, she watched as a few hearty butterflies drifted over the plants, 
stopping once in a while to take a drink from a flower.  As Jill rested, she began hearing the 
buzzing, fluttering noises of various insects and her mind wandered back in time to her childhood.  
She remembered setting on her grandmothers covered patio, watching brightly colored butterflies 
flutter by.  Butterfly kisses, that’s what grandma Ruth used to call it when the butterflies stopped at 
a flower for a little liquid libation. 
 
“That’s what I need right now”, Jill said to the plants, “a liquid libation.” 
 
Gathering up the tools she had brought outside, Jill headed toward the house.  As she walked by 
the vibrant pink verbena, two orange and black butterflies raised up from the flowerheads and 
watched her move on.  Jill noticed the butterfly’s heads were so close it looked like they could be 
kissing.  Butterfly kisses, she heard grandma Ruth say. 
 
Wouldn’t that make a cute quilt?  As she walked, Jill’s mind began forming a design that she felt 
could conjure up the image she had.  She couldn’t wait to put away the tools, wash her hands and 
get to work on the new quilt idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MYSTERY QUILT CLUB 
 

STUDENT HANDOUT 
Designed by Tammy Minnich, Spenwick Cottage Designs 

 
Finished Size:  50” x 62” 
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This months’ Mystery Quilt will use that wonderful Layer Cake you have and don’t know what to do 
with.  Add one fabric to the mix that will act as a background and you will have a fun quilt that can 
be laid out in a variety of ways. 
 
Have fun selecting the Layer Cake. 
 
 
Fabric Requirements: 
 
Fabric A 1 pkg  Layer Cake (at least 40 – 10” squares) 
Fabric B 2 yd  Background Fabric 
  5 yd  Backing/Binding (not needed in class) 
 
 
Other Supplies Needed: 
 
Sewing Machine and basic sewing supplies 
Neutral Sewing Thread to coordinate with fabrics 
Iron and Pressing Board 
Rotary Cutter, Cutting Surface 
Ruller (6” square helpful) 
The Angler is helpful (also known as Sew Straight by Quilt In A Day and 
     Clearly Perfect Angles by New Leaf Stitches) 
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HOMEWORK 
 
 
 
If the Layer Cake does not have a total of 40 squares, you may want to 
select fabrics from your stash and cut 10” squares to reach the total that is 
needed.   
 
 
Fabric A From the Layer Cake, select two coordinating squares 
  Lay the two squares right sides together, cut as shown below: 
 

  
 

Cut the 4” squares in half on the diagonal to create 
two triangles.  

 
 

Keep together all the pieces cut from the two squares. 
 

Repeat with the remaining Layer Cake squares. 
 
 
Fabric B Do not cut this piece of fabric.   

There are two layout options which will dictate how this fabric is cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
WOF = Width of Fabric from selvage to selvage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


