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It had been some time since Ilene had seen her Aunt Betty, who had passed away in the late 1980’s.  
Ilene had spent many wonderful summers following her aunt around her flower shop, The Petal 
Pusher, and learning the basics of flower arranging.  Aunt Betty was ahead of her time in that she was 
a very independent woman who ran a thriving business in her hometown of Wilson City, was not 
married (although she’d been asked several times) and had raised two children on her own after her 
young husband died in the war many, many years ago. 
 
Ilene loved walking into the shop in the early morning hours during those hot summer days.  The sun 
filled the large picture window with brilliant light and the rooms smelled heavenly sweet from the large 
variety of flowers that had been picked up early that morning at the flower market by her aunt.  The 
first thing that needed to be done was to clean each flower stem, trimming where needed, then 
placing the flowers into large vases filled with water.  These vases were then carried into the walk-in 
glass-fronted refrigerator that sat in the middle of the room.  Aunt Betty always said she wanted the 
flowers to be center stage for everyone to see as soon as they walked through the front door. 
 
There were vases full of colorful mums, roses, hydrangeas, azaleas and Ilene’s favorite, carnations.  
She loved these the best because her aunt would let her dye the petals to match the color the client 
had selected.  Once an order had been placed, Aunt Betty would mix up a large vat of colored water 
then place a vase or two full of white carnations in front of the young artist.  Ilene would take one 
flower stem at a time, dunk the flower head into the colored liquid, count to 10, pull the flower out and 
marvel at the new color.  It was magical and the names: fuchsia, chartreuse, magenta.  They rolled off 
Ilene’s tongue and she would repeat the name each time she dunked a flower. 
 
Aunt Betty received a lot of orders to be delivered to people ill in the hospital or at home and she 
would let Ilene help create the arrangements.  A ruler would be laid down on the worktable and Ilene 
would be shown the length that each stem should be cut.  The snap of the clippers and the crunching 
sound as each stem was pushed into the flower foam became the soundtrack of some lovely 
afternoons Ilene spent talking and laughing with her favorite aunt.  They created some beautiful, 
colorful, ribbon-bedecked floral arrangements during those summers’.  Aunt Betty would say that each 
creation was another shining star going out to cheer someone up. 
 
Each time an arrangement was picked up, Ilene would think, ‘There goes another of Aunt Betty’s 
stars.’ 
 
A lot of time had passed but if Ilene closed her eyes and concentrated, she could still conjure up that 
sweet scent of cut flowers and hear her aunts’ laughter.  Another hot, sticky June had come around 
and Ilene was feeling nostalgic as she sat in her sewing room.  She wanted to commemorate the 
lovely, patient aunt she remembered so Ilene began drawing.  Soon she had created a block design 
that reminded Ilene of the colorful bouquets she helped her aunt create all those summers ago. 
 
 
 
Mystery Quilt Club © 2017 by Tammy Minnich, Spenwick Cottage Designs     1/2 

MYSTERY QUILT CLUB 
 

STUDENT HANDOUT 
Designed by Tammy Minnich, Spenwick Cottage Designs 

 
Finished Size:  45” x 63” 



 

This months’ Mystery Quilt will use that wonderful, colorful Jelly Roll you have.  Add one fabric that 
will act as an accent and one fabric that will be the background and you will have a fun scrappy quilt 
to use or give away. 
 
Have fun selecting the fabrics. 
 
Fabric Requirements: 
 
Fabric A 1 pkg  Jelly Roll (at least 32 strips) 
Fabric B 1 yd  Accent Fabric 
Fabric C 3 ¼ yd  Background Fabric 
  5 yd  Backing/Binding (not needed in class) 
 
Other Supplies Needed: 
 
Sewing Machine and basic sewing supplies 
Neutral Sewing Thread to coordinate with fabrics 
Iron and Pressing Board 
Rotary Cutter, Cutting Surface and Ruler  
The Angler (also known as Sew Straight by Quilt In A Day and 
     Clearly Perfect Angles by New Leaf Stitches) 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
If the Jelly Roll does not have a total of 32 strips, you may want to select 
fabrics from your stash and cut 2 ½” x 42” strips to reach the total that is 
needed.   
 
 
Fabric A From each Jelly Roll strip, cut four pieces 9” long 
  Keep the four like prints together 
 
Fabric B Cut 11 strips 2 ½” wide x WOF 
    Sub-cut into 2 ½” squares (164 needed) 
    If not using The Angler, draw a diagonal line in one 

     direction on the back of each square 
 
Fabric C Cut 9 strips 2 ½” wide x WOF 
    Sub-cut into 2 ½” squares (133 needed) 
      If not using The Angler, draw a diagonal line in one 

     direction on the back of each square 
 
  Cut 8 strips 9” wide x WOF 
    Sub-cut into 5” x 9” rectangles (64 needed) 
 
  Cut 1 strip 17 ½” wide x WOF 
    Sub-cut into 2 ½” x 17 ½” strips (16 needed for border) 
 
WOF = Width of Fabric from selvage to selvage 
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