
to seize under the CHA and only An 

Garda Síochána and Local Authorities 

can take direct action.

If  you’ve received a call about a 

horse in distress or a suspected case 

of  cruelty or neglect, (on either public 

or private land), the Animal Health 

and Welfare Act 2013 (as amended) 

(AHWA) is also relevant.

Gardaí, along with all Veterinary 

Inspectors in the Department of  

Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

(DAFM), ISPCA and DSPCA are 

Authorised Officers under the AHWA. 

Some Local Authorities also have 

nominated Authorised Officers. 

Gardaí and Authorised Officers 

have wide powers under the AHWA, 

including in certain cases requiring 

veterinary attention for an animal, 

powers of  search, detention and seizure 

of  equipment and animals. 

If  as a garda you need a vet to 

assist you with a horse in distress, 

call DAFM or your Local Authority 

veterinary department. If  out of  hours, 

call any equine vet and a local rescue 

(such as our organisation My Lovely 

Horse Rescue (MLHR) to assist you with 

transport, manpower, handling horses 

etc.). Gardaí are authorised to move 

that horse (or any animal) to a ‘place 

of  safety.’ You can also use a horse 

pound contractor to assist. 

Gardaí can avail of  the expertise 

of  the ISPCA, DAFM, DSPCA, 

Authorised Officers and/or equine vets 

to assist with cases. 

Rescue organisations are also happy 

to help and MLHR volunteers assisted 

gardaí in May 2018 in bringing about 

a successful prosecution in a case of  

cruelty arising from the treatment of a 

Dublin carriage horse. Veterinary reports, 

photographic and video evidence were 

crucial to the outcome. 

My Lovely Horse Rescue (MLHR) is a 

voluntary organisation operating mainly in 

the Leinster and Cork areas. We assist An 

Garda Síochána with welfare incidents, 

often in urban areas. The organisation was 

founded in 2014 and has since grown to 
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Section 37 of  the Control of  Horses 

Act 1996 (CHA) gives An Garda 

Síochána and Local Authorities the 

power to seize horses. 

The powers gardaí have are outlined in 

the boxed section across, but essentially 

you have authority to make arrangements 

with a horse pound contractor for the 

removal of  a horse. Most contractors 

operate 24/7. Once seized, the owner 

usually has five days to prove ownership 

and to reclaim the animal. If  not 

claimed, the horse is destroyed or re-

homed to a rescue organisation if  one 

can be found. The ISPCA, DSPCA and 

rescue organisations are not authorised 

A
call comes 

into the 

station about 

a horse in 

the caller’s 

garden. It’s 

a Saturday 

evening, the caller wants to know who 

will deal with this? The garden isn’t 

fenced. There’s a danger the horse will 

wander onto a road. They’ve already 

phoned the local SPCA, but just got a 

recorded message saying they are closed 

for the weekend and to call the gardaí. 

Now it has landed on you. Who will 

move this horse? 

Incidents involving stray horses have come to 
the attention of the public in recent times with 
Limerick gardaí suffering injuries last year as a 
result of one such road traffic accident. 
Fiona Fitzgerald, of My Lovely Horse Rescue, 
advises the Frontline on the ins and outs of 
equine management
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be an organisation with over 70 volunteers. 

Our aim is to rehabilitate and rehome 

equines, but also to create more awareness 

about the problems of unregulated breeding 

and trading of horses, and the treatment 

of horses generally which, in many cases, 

can result in indescribable animal cruelty 

and suffering. MLHR is also a member of  

the Dublin Region Horse Welfare Forum, 

members of which include An Garda 

Síochána, the four Dublin councils, DAFM, 

DSPCA and Irish Horse Welfare Trust. 

Whenever we receive a call about a 

horse in distress, our volunteers respond 

immediately, at any time of  day or night. 

MLHR has many years of  experience 

in dealing with horses in distress, both in 

terms of  ensuring their welfare and how 

to deal with the horses and their owners 

from a legal perspective. We are always 

delighted to share our knowledge and to 

work with others to address the problem 

of  animal cruelty.  

More information may be obtained from 

www.mylovelyhorserescue.com. 

GR

“MLHR has many years of 
experience in dealing with horses in 
distress, both in terms of ensuring 
their welfare and how to deal with 
the horses and their owners from a 
legal perspective...”

ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE ACT 2013 (as amended)

Section 12 and Section 24: Incidents of cruelty, neglect, suffering or distress 

on public/private land. 

You, as a member of An Garda Síochána, have powers to call a vet, seize/detain 

the animal or authorise the moving of an animal to a place of safety (e.g. local 

animal rescue). You also have powers to search suspects and dwellings (other 

than a private home) and seize equipment. 

CONTROL OF HORSES ACT 1996
Section 37: Gardaí have power to seize and detain any horse you suspect is: 

a) a stray horse; or

b) causing a nuisance; or 

c) not under adequate control; or 

d) posing a danger to persons or property; or 

e) posing a threat to the health and welfare of persons or other animals; or

f) being kept in a control area, without a horse licence in respect of it entitling the 

horse to be kept in that area; or 

g) not identifiable or capable of identification as may be required by section 28 of  

the CHA; or 

h) in or being kept or ridden or driven in an area contrary to any bye-laws made 

under section 47 of the CHA (Local authority Control of Horses Bye-laws are 

also relevant).
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