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This education guide contains classroom discussion questions and 
extension activities to help teachers, librarians and parents help 
their students and children to consider and expand on the learning 
themes presented in Monster ABC. This guide will help students 
meet several of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for 
English Language Arts.

About this guide: 
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MONSTER ABC 

LEARNING THEMES: 

By pairing quirky monsters from world folklore with silly verses that subvert 
expectations, Monster ABC proves there’s nothing to fear. Featuring 
tongue-in-cheek humor for adults and unhinged delight for kids, this 
alphabet book is full of hilarious monster fun from Alien to Zombie. 
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Discussion topic: Fear

In Monster ABC, what do the children learn at the end of the book? 
Why do you think they learned this lesson?

Discussion Questions

1.

An expectation is what you think is going to happen. Can you think 
of a time when your expectations were wrong? What did you learn 
form the experience?

2.

In Monster ABC, we learn that monsters 
don’t have to be scary at all! They can 
be silly, friendly, or funny, just like us. 
Can you think of anything that used to 
scare you but doesn't anymore? How 
did you learn to overcome your fear?

3.

Being afraid is perfectly normal. 
Sometimes we’re afraid of things 
for good reason (like dangerous 
weather or crossing a busy road), 
and sometimes we’re afraid of 
things that we don’t really need 
to fear. And sometimes we can 
help our friends overcome their 
fears. Let’s pretend that your 
friend is afraid of bunny rabbits. 
How would you help your friend 
overcome their fear? 

4.
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Discussion topic: Expectations



There are so many funny monsters in Monster ABC. What details 
from the pictures and the words help each monster in the list below 
come across as funny instead of scary?

Hobgoblin

Jersey Devil

Krampus

Loch Ness Monster

Sasquatch

Yeti

6.

The monsters in Monster ABC are a lot funnier than they are scary. 
Which monster in the book do you think is the funniest? Can you 
point to visual details of the monster, or details from their verse, 
that supports your opinion?

5.

Discussion Questions

Discussion topic: Humor
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With rhymes and silly word play with double 
meanings (when words or phrases can mean more 
than one thing), Monster ABC has a lot of fun with 
words. Help the students understand the word play 
of the following monster pages, including how the 
text may subvert expectations for comical e�ect 
and/or leverage double meanings.

A is for Alien from way out of town.

P is for Pumpkinhead, a very bright guy.

T is for Troll with comments so rude.

V is for Vampire, the original bat man.

Z is for Zombie with your brain on his mind.

 

1.

2.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.5c 

Identify real-life connections 

between words and their use (e.g., 

note places at home that are cozy).

Literacy

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.5 

With guidance and support from 

adults, demonstrate understanding 

of word relationships and nuances 

in word meanings.

Language

Extension Activities
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Although everyone is afraid of something, we’re not all afraid of the 
same things. And often as we grow, we no longer fear the things we used 
to. Ask the students to use their crayons, markers, or colored pencils to 
complete the following activity focusing on things they may fear:

Circle all the things you’re afraid of in RED.

Circle all the things you’re not afraid of in GREEN 

Is there anything below that you USED 
to be afraid of but aren’t any more?
Circle them in YELLOW.

What is the scariest thing below? 
Draw an X beside it.

What is the least scary thing below? 
Draw a star beside it.

Dogs 

Ghosts

Swimming

The Dark

Spiders

Monsters under the bed

Lightning

Rollercoasters

Going to the doctor 

Bears

Broccoli

Snakes



Split the class into pairs and ask them to discuss the fear activity above. 
What fears do they have in common? What fears have they overcome? 
Can they give each other advice on overcoming fears? After their 
discussion, ask them to share their findings with the rest of the class.

3.

Extension Activities
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 

1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Speaking & Listening

Split the students into small groups and ask them to 
recall some details from the book with the following 
prompts. Ask them to verbally provide reasons for their 
group’s opinions.

4.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 

grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Speaking & Listening

Which monster do you think 
smells the worst?

Which monster do you think 
is the loudest?

Which monster do you think 
is the hungriest?

Which monster do you think 
is the friendliest?

Which monster do you think 
is the least friendly?

Do any monsters seem to 
live in a cold climate?

Do any monsters seem to 
live in a warm climate? 
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Ask the students to respond to the following writing prompt: 5.

Extension Activities

Writing

The banshee is from Ireland. Do you think a banshee 
would be fun to have in class? Why or why not?

Chupacabra is from Puerto Rico. Do you think it would 
be fun to take a Chupacabra to a restaurant? Why or 
why not?

The Jersey Devil is from the state of New Jersey in the 
U.S.A. How would you describe the Jersey Devil’s 

appearance to someone who couldn’t see the book?

Xing Tian is from China. What is unique about Xing Tian’s body? 

Out of all the monsters listed above, which would you most like 
to be friends with? Pretend to write a letter addressed to the 
monster and give them all the reasons you think you would 
be good friends.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1

Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or name the book they 

are writing about, state an opinion, supply 

a reason for the opinion, and provide 

some sense of closure.


