
This education guide contains classroom discussion questions and 
extension activities to help teachers, librarians and parents help their 
students and children to consider and expand on the learning themes 
presented in Krampus Confidential. This guide will help students meet 
several of the Common Core Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts.
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and wannabe detective, gets more than he bargained for when he takes the case of a 
terrified elf. Finding himself at the top of the Tinseltown Police Department’s naughty 
list, Ruprecht is joined by his best friend, a ghost named Marley, to explore the under-
belly of this festive but gritty metropolis, solve the mystery, and clear his name 
for good.
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About the Booki



The prologue begins on Krampus Night, a 
holiday that involves citizens dressing up 
like krampuses to scare each other. On 
page 2, Ruprecht says:

Knowing what you know about Ruprecht’s 
feelings about how he’s viewed in the 
North Pole and Tinseltown, why do you 
think he has these mixed feelings about 
Krampus Night? Do you think his feelings 
about Krampus Night have changed by 
the end of the book?

Discussion Questions

1.

On page 17, Ruprecht explains why he loves detective stories:2.

3.
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Let’s revisit Chapter 2 after you’ve 
finished the book. Knowing what you 
know now about the “Nowell Rook” 
character, what new details and clues 
do you notice regarding the character’s 
behavior when he talks with Ruprecht?

“
…as an actual krampus, I wasn’t 

sure how to feel about the holiday. 
Were they out there celebrating my 
species, or were they making fun of it?

“
In detective stories, there were good characters and bad characters, sure, 

but there were also in-between characters. The detectives were heroic, but not 
always perfect. They had their �aws, like all of us. But rough edges and all, they 
were heroes because they spent their time helping people �gure things out.

Given your understanding of how Ruprecht feels about his standing in 
Tinseltown and North Pole society, why do you think Ruprecht appreciates the 
“in-between” characters and flawed heroes in detective stories?



We first meet Sgt. Schnee in Chapter 4. For most of the book, she harbors deep 
suspicions of Ruprecht because of past circumstances and also because she has 
a prejudiced distaste toward krampuses. As an example of this prejudice, she 
says on page 56, “It’s hard enough to trust a krampus on a good day, but it’s 
especially hard when the krampus in question comes with a criminal record.” Are 
Schnee’s prejudices justified? Why or why not? How might the events of the 
book have changed had Schnee been free of prejudice when she arrived at the 
jollification scene to interview Ruprecht?

4.

In Chapter 4, in an attempt to protect their elf 
client, Ruprecht and Marley make the decision 
to not tell the cops about their client or his 
story. Do you agree with their decision? Why or 
why not? How might the events of the story 
have changed had they told the o�cers 
about the elf client in Chapter 4? 

5.

At the end of Chapter 6, we learn who 
Ruprecht’s dad is. How did this knowledge 
change your understanding of Ruprecht’s life 
and circumstances? Did this information make 
you rethink your experience of the previous 
chapters?

6.

Discussion Questions
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On page 101, Ruprecht says to Marley, “I guess 
stories don’t have to be true to have power.” 
What do you think he means by this? How is 
his idea applicable to the events in the story, 
and how is it applicable to the real world?

7.



On page 222, Ruprecht finds himself in 
between Governor Lucia and an adult krampus 
(as illustrated on page 223). He says, “There I was, 
smack in the middle of the brightest and darkest 
shades of Christmas.” How is this positioning 
significant to Ruprecht’s role in society? Why do 
you think it’s important for Ruprecht to consider
 the wide spectrum of holiday citizens and his 
place within that spectrum?

9.

On page 192, Ruprecht has the following exchange with Snegurka:

What is the significance of this exchange for Ruprecht? Why is Ruprecht 
surprised at Snegurka’s trust in him, and how might her trust give him a 
boost in confidence to help solve the mystery, clear his name, and feel 
more in control of his place in society?

8.
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Discussion Questions

“
‘Let’s go, Sneg,’ I said. ‘And thanks for the help.’ Then, with one hoof out the 

door, I turned around. ‘Why do you trust me?’ I asked. 
She shrugged. ‘Why wouldn’t I?’
The elf raised a good question.



Ask the students to choose two of the following settings to compare and 
contrast. As a written assignment, ask them to describe the di�erences between 
the look and feel of each setting, the ways in which the setting a�ects the way 
our main characters feel and behave, and the ways each setting reveals 
something about Yuletopian society.

1.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama,

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

Reading: Literature

Like any good hardboiled detective narrator, Ruprecht uses a lot of 
figurative language throughout the book, including ample use of 
metaphors and similes. 

2.

Extension Activities
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Grýla’s Tower
Pastel Pines Lodge
Tinseltown Halls of Justice
Marley’s Townhouse
Black Friday Forever Shopping Mall
The North Pole

Ask the students to choose 5 metaphors and/or similes below and rewrite 
them. The rewritten metaphors and similes should fit within the context of the 
book—bonus points can be awarded if the rewritten lines align with the book’s 
themes, mood and setting.

A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase refers to 
one thing by mentioning another. An example is Shakespeare’s line 
from As You Like It: “All the world’s a stage.”

A simile is a figure of speech in which something is compared with 
something of a di�erent kind in order to make the description more 
impactful. An example are common sayings like “brave a as a lion,” 
or “strong as an ox.”



Extension Activities
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Language

“The crescent moon was a thin white scratch mark in a pitch-black sky.” (pg. 1)

“Suddenly, Marley’s head poked up into the room through the floor. Her eyes 
were like spotlights. Here smile was the size of a toboggan.” (pg. 32)

“The elf screamed like a terrified banshee.” (pg. 32)

“Like rampaging ink blots, a swarm of Yule Kids dashed toward us.” (pg. 37)

“…the Yule Kids rushed away in all directions and out of sight, like a scattering 
nest of cockroaches.” (pg. 44)

Det. Metoh: “…feelings are about as useful as a melted snowball.” (pg. 51)

“My throat was made of chalk as we exited the cop car.” (pg. 60)

Marley: “That elf is fishier than a mermaid.” (pg. 76)

“Appearances are about as useful as a swiss cheese stocking.” (pg. 77)

“It’s possible I bit o� a little more gingerbread than I can chew…” (pg. 86)

“When I knocked on the doorframe, a wild-eyed Marley popped her head up from 
a hulking tome. She looked something like a possessed college student.” (pg. 101)

“‘Mr. Claus-Perchta,’ said a polar bear guard in a voice deeper than the 
Crystalline Sea.” (pg. 107)

“[T]he cat’s…ears shifted toward me like the sails of a schooner.” (pg. 117)

“Then behind me, the sound of bone-rattling laughter. It sounded like winter 
books stomping on broken ornaments.” (pg. 121)

“Grýla jumped back and stared at me like I had just burst out of her figgy 
pudding.” (pg. 144)

“She remained on the roof, sti�er than a nutcracker…” (pg. 146)

“It felt like trying to relax in the middle of a tornado.” (pg. 152)

Marley: “This guy is phonier than a shopping mall Santa.” (pg. 159)

“This reindeer was about as subtle as a blizzard.” (pg. 164)

“[T]he basement…smelled something like a hobgoblin’s underwear drawer.” (pg. 164)

“A realization hit me as sharply as an icicle falling from the gutter.” (pg. 198)

List of metaphors and/or similes:



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Extension Activities
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There are a variety of motivational styles present in the book. Ask the students to 
break into small groups and assign each group one of the following motivational 
styles. Each group must persuasively present to the rest of the class the reasons 
they think their assigned motivational style is the best approach to ensuring a 
healthy, functional society. 

3.

Motivational style 1: Governor Lucia
In this motivational style, laws are in place to govern society. 
When a person is accused of breaking a law, a judge or jury 
decides if the person is guilty and, if so, what their punishment 
should be. Citizens are motivated to not break laws so they 
can avoid punishments including fines and jailtime.

Motivational style 3: Krampus
In this motivational style, bad behavior is punished with the 
arrival of a terrifying creature with large horns, hooves, and 
sharp teeth. When a citizen misbehaves in the eyes of Krampus, 
it is Krampus’ job to scare the citizen into changing their behavior. 
Citizens are therefore motivated to “behave” to avoid a visit 
from a terrifying creature.
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1

Engage e�ectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Speaking & Listening

Motivational style 2: Santa Claus 
In this motivational style, good behavior is 
rewarded with presents. When a person 
behaves like a good citizen in Santa Claus’ 
eyes, they receive gifts. When a person 
misbehaves in Santa Claus’ eyes, they 
receive a lump of coal. Citizens are 
therefore motivated to “behave” so 
they maintain their eligibility for gifts.



Extension Activities
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Ask students to choose one of the following characters and write a paragraph 
describing their next day after the book concludes. What do they do? How do 
they feel? What lessons have they learned, if any, during the course of the book?

Ask the students to write about one or more people who make them feel 
welcome and accepted. Ask them to explain why or how this person makes them 
feel accepted. Then, using sensory details, ask them to describe the last time 
they met this person. Where did the meeting take place? What did it look like? 
What did the experience feel like?

4.

On page 64, Ruprecht notes how comfortable he feels with shopkeepers 
Bock and Mari:

5.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.4.3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 

experiences or events.

Writing

CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.4.3c, 3d

3c: Use a variety of transitional words and phrases 

to manage the sequence of events.

3d: Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 

details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

Writing

Hans von Trapp (a.k.a., Nowell Rook, a.k.a., Bajazzo)
Sgt. Schnee
Tinseltown Halls of Justice
Ren the Reindeer (a.k.a., Rudy the Remarkable)
Grýla
Pickwick

“
As a fellow hooved Yuletopian, I felt an unspoken connection to Bock and 

Mari. They treated me like family, even though we barely knew each other at all. 
In the middle of a bustling, indifferent city, a friendly face can mean everything.


