
This education guide contains classroom discussion questions and 
extension activities to help teachers, librarians and parents help their 
students and children to consider and expand on the learning themes 
presented in Zombie, Or Not to Be. This guide will help students meet 
several of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English 
Language Arts.
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Chapter 6 (page 72) focuses on the rift 
between Edda and Nerida. As with many 
interpersonal disputes, each perspective 
is valid and worthy of consideration. In 
what ways can you see the relationship 
from Nerida’s perspective to validate her 
opinions? In what ways can you see things 
from Edda’s point of view? 

Discussion Questions

1.

Edda and the zombies of Deadmark feel 
the e�ects of climate change every day. 
In what ways do humans contribute to 
climate change? What are some ways 
that human societies can change to 
better support the environment?

2.

On page 127, Agonista brags that “[a]nti-science ideas are spreading across 
Deadmark like wildfire. And all it took was the spark of a few well-placed 
rumors.” Why do you think anti-science rumors can spread so quickly? Why do 
you think some people accept untrue rumors over the scientific viewpoint?

3.

4.
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Edda’s perspective on the ZETHs 
(Zombies for the Ethical Treatment of 
Humans) evolves throughout the course 
of the book. How might the events of 
the book have changed if Edda had 
been more accepting of the ZETHs 
from the start? 



“

Similarly, Edda’s feelings toward humans undergo 
dramatic changes by the end of the book. Is Edda’s 
negative perception of humans understandable at 
the beginning of the book? In what ways might Edda 
have reached a solution more quickly had she not 
carried her prejudices?

5.

On page 187, Edda describes her group of 
allies in action: 

So, as respected equals, everyone played 
a crucial role in our plan, whether zombie, 
human, vampire, or floating skull. Before, we 
only knew our individual strength. It wasn’t 
until our plan took shape that we began to 
understand what we could become together. 

How might Edda’s experience help us think 
about the value of an inclusive, representative 
democracy? What might Edda have learned 
about the values of inclusivity throughout the 
course of the book?

6.

From page 114: 

Cabbagio looked at me without a trace of emotion. “I’m sorry, but my intuition 
tells me Agonista would never do something like that. And intuition is my strong 
suit.” Then, with a shrug, he added: “I don’t believe you.”

Cabbagio declaring his lack of belief in 
Edda’s perspective becomes a breaking 
point for Edda, and leads to a pivotal 
plot point. Why do you think these words 
are so hurtful to Edda? With all that 
Edda is dealing with, why do you think 
Cabaggio’s words serve as a final straw?

7.

Discussion Questions
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On page 127, Edda and Aunt Agonista have a vicious argument:

“You’re a monster,” I said, “the bad kind.” I took a step toward her and glared 
with all the strength I could muster. “You might as well be human.” 

Agonista’s shrill tinny laughter erupted with a high-pitched force that made me 
cringe. I plugged my ears as it echoed painfully off the walls of my cell. The 
cockroach skittered defensively into the corner.

“Yeah, well, we’re all going to end up in the same place anyway,” she said, 
struggling to catch her breath. “Zombies, humans…” she pointed to the cockroach, 
which crouched even lower at the unwanted attention, “…even cockroaches.” 

Having finished the book, how does your understanding of this passage change 
now that you know what happens at the end? Both Edda and Agonista say 
things that turn out to have a level of significance they were unaware of when 
they spoke.

8.

Discussion Questions
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Edda’s initial attempt at solving her problem led her away from a scientific 
approach. From page 37: 

Maybe in this instance, I thought, science isn’t the answer. Maybe these 
unpredictable circumstances require something a little more unexpected, a little 
more chaotic.

Having finished the book, how 
does your understanding of 
Edda’s decision-making change 
now that you know what 
happens at the end, if at all? 
How do you think Edda might 
have altered her 
decision-making with the 
benefit of hindsight? How did 
the events of the book end up 
strengthening her commitment 
to scientific principles?

9.

“

Maybe in this instance, I thought, science isn’t the answer. Maybe these 
unpredictable circumstances require something a little more unexpected, a little 
more chaotic.“
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Ask students to write a paragraph in response to the following prompt:

Chapter 6 (pg. 72) focuses on the strained relationship between Edda 
and her former best friend, Nerida. How does Edda and Nerida’s history 
a�ect their interactions in chapter 6? What details can you can pinpoint 
that demonstrate the ways these characters 
feel about one another? What details can you 
pinpoint that demonstrate the di�culties 
they face in communicating clearly?

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, 

or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

1.

An oxymoron is a figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms 
are connected. On page 169, Edda is so ba¡ed by Nerida’s mention of 
“human allies” that she takes it as an oxymoron. 

Human allies? My mind wavered. I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. 
Those two words just don’t belong together. It was an oxymoron, an inherent 
contradiction. Like “sweet sorrow” or “vegan werewolf.” 

Ask students to use five of the following oxymorons in a sentence that 
makes sense despite the paradoxical nature of the oxymoron. Then, ask 
the students to create three new oxymorons and incorporate them into 
sentences.

2.

Reading: Literature

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

Language

Extension Activities
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Vegan werewolf

Lead balloon

Passive aggressive

Awfully good

Sweet sorrow

Old news

Definite maybe  

Perfect imperfections

Living dead

Wise fool

Controlled chaos

Friendly enemy (“frenemy”)
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After Edda realizes she’s been unfairly prejudiced against humans, the resistance 
group is able to come together to work toward a common goal. 
In Edda’s words from page 187:

So, as respected equals, everyone played a crucial role in our plan, whether 
zombie, human, vampire, or floating skull. Before, we only knew our individual 
strength. It wasn’t until our plan took shape that we began to understand what 
we could become together. 

Ask the students to break into small groups and imagine 
that they are joining Edda’s team to assist in the uprising 
against Aunt Agonista. Ask them to list their individual skills 
and qualities that will help them succeed. Ask them to 
discuss the ways in which their individual skills can combine 
to make them stronger as a group than as individuals. 

3.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1

Engage e�ectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas

and expressing their own clearly.

Speaking & Listening

As a research/writing exercise, ask the students to begin by choosing one of 
the main characters of Zombie, Or Not to Be and its Shakespearean 
counterpart listed below. Then ask them to use online or print resources to 
research the Shakespearean counterpart. Ask them to describe the ways in 
which the characters are similar and the ways in which they are di�erent in 
the respective texts. Ask them to describe how learning about the original 
character changes their impression of the character’s adaptation in 
Zombie, Or Not to Be.

4.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build 

knowledge through investigation of di�erent aspects of a topic.

Writing

Extension Activities
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Edda / Hamlet

Bram / Horatio

Nerida / Ophelia

Hamlet’s father / Edda’s mom

Agonista / Claudius

Cabaggio / Polonius



Choose a chapter and ask the students to read it independently, or out loud as 
a group. During the reading, ask the students to write down any word or phrases 
that are unknown or confusing. After the reading, ask the students to consider 
the ways in which textual context can them understand the meaning of words 
or phrases. Then, ask them to look up the words or phrases using online or print 
dictionaries. Ask them to describe the ways in which looking up the meaning of 
the words adds to or alters the meaning they initially inferred using textual clues.

5.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.5.4c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

Reading: Foundation Skills

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation 

of di�erent aspects of a topic.

Writing

As a means of transitioning the discussion of climate change in Deadmark and 
Ignorway to climate change here on earth, ask the students to work in pairs 
or small groups to undergo a small research project on the e�ects of climate 
change. This activity is a truncation of an article about climate change 
discussion in the classroom by Sara Rust and Michael Gonchar of The New 
York Times.

A potential starting point is The New York Times articles series Carbon’s 
Casualties: A New York Times series exploring how climate change is 
displacing people around the world. Ask each group or pair of students to 
choose one of the eight articles in the series and take notes on the following 
questions while reading the article. Then, ask them to present what they’ve 
learned with the rest of the class. 

Questions: 

How has global climate change 
a�ected the local climate and 
geography of the region discussed 
in your article?

How have these changes a�ected 
the people living there?

How have the people tried to 
adapt to climate change’s e�ects?

All of these articles include images 
which were selected to have an 
impact on the reader. What do 
these images show? Which image 
is the most powerful? Describe 
it and discuss what makes it an 
e�ective image.

Why is this story important for the 
world to know?

6.

Extension Activities
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/22/learning/lesson-plans/a-lesson-plan-about-climate-change-and-the-people-already-harmed-by-it.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/22/learning/lesson-plans/a-lesson-plan-about-climate-change-and-the-people-already-harmed-by-it.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/multimedia/carbons-casualties.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/multimedia/carbons-casualties.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/multimedia/carbons-casualties.html



