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Introduction 
 
 
 
Numerous Christian authors recognize that contemporary 
American versions of Christianity are in difficulty. Such concerns 
as “A crisis of Christianity . . . division and weakness . . . loss of 
spiritual power . . . fear, anxiety, and uncertainty . . . we have lost 
our way forward” show a general awareness that all is not well 
with too many of the churches in America. Moreover, looking at 
the situation around us, we do not see any great nationwide re-
gard for the laws of God, or for the opinions of church leaders. 
What the Bible might say is not a part of our national dialogue, 
and however religious America might have been in the past is no 
longer relevant. The godliness of David and Solomon did not 
serve as a talisman to grant the nation of Israel eternal security. 
 
 

i. 
 

Seeking the spiritual understanding that must precede effective 
change, this book examines some problems of the nominally Bi-
ble-believing churches in three distinct but related essays. The 
first essay, “The gospel of Jesus Christ and the Christian life,” ad-
dresses inadequate understandings of such essential terms as “re-
pentance,” “faith,” and “salvation.” A shallow and complacent re-
pentance based on ordinary human guilt and obvious external 
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failings, rather than on conviction by the Holy Spirit of our utter 
and complete condemnation before the holiness of the living 
God of Scripture, may be followed by a bloodless faith in a misty 
and vaguely benevolent Christ. These are significant obstacles to 
real progress in the Christian life. 

Also, faith that is merely an assent to doctrines is something 
less than that faith by which we have access to the Father (Ephe-
sians 2:20). We read in 1 Peter that  those who are truly in Christ 
“are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation” 
(1:5). Unfortunately, there are forms of faith being preached and 
practiced today in which the power of God is not operative. 

Another problem is casual offers of forgiveness and eternal 
life, without sufficient mention of the life that then should be 
lived out for Christ on earth after conversion. Too many with the 
name of “Christian” are unwilling to take up the cross of Christ. 
These and yet other factors have contributed to a Christian faith 
that does not overcome the world, but rather is increasingly con-
formed to the world, and that on deep levels. When Jesus said “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23), he was not preaching 
salvation by works or adding something extra to the gospel. He 
was stating what necessarily goes along with, and is an insepara-
ble part of, scriptural faith and salvation. 

The understanding that believers must “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12) is all too of-
ten absent. Why do I need to do this if God is delighted to be able 
to have fellowship with me? We read in James “Draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, 
and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy 
to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
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shall lift you up” (James 4:8–10). This aspect of Christianity is 
too little understood.  

Too many churches in America today are most fitly described 
by a passage from Revelation. It is said by the glorified Christ to 
the church at Sardis, “These things saith he that hath the seven 
Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou 
hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I 
have not found thy works perfect before God” (3:1–2). Do we 
have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to our churches today? 

Regrettably, other churches fall under the condemnation 
given to the Christians in the church at Laodicea, to whom it is 
said: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Be-
cause thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (3:15–17). To what 
extent might this be said of us, whether collectively or individu-
ally? 

 
 

ii. 
 

The second essay, “The decline of Christianity and the opposi-
tions of radical secularism,” examines the great impact that mate-
rialistic philosophies have had on the church and on society as a 
whole. It asserts that the great advances of materialistic scientific 
naturalism, and the concomitant decline in biblical authority, are 
not attributable to the inherent superiority of the former, or to 
the innate weakness of the latter. They are rather attributable to 
the lightness and frivolity of the sinful and fallen human mind, 
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which is so easily diverted from higher eternal spiritual truths by 
lesser and more easily understandable forms of earthly 
knowledge. 

It argues against the ideas that Newton’s universe was a mech-
anistic one and that scientific progress requires leaving God out 
of the picture (with reference to Newton’s own writings), and as-
serts that today’s more extreme forms of atheism are not predi-
cated on reason and scientific evidence, but rather on the innate 
separation of God and the entire human race attributable to the 
fall in the garden of Eden. That atheistic tendencies long pre-
dated the modern scientific revolution is easily established by a 
cursory glance at classical Greek and Roman philosophy. 

Also considered are the inherent limitations of science. Such 
essential questions as the existence of God, the person of Christ, 
the reality of life after death, and many others, cannot be refuted 
or established by mere human reason. The essay examines key 
arguments of the secularists and finds them wanting, and also sur-
veys the disastrous social effects that atheism and secular human-
ism have had on our society in the modern era. The French Rev-
olution and the catastrophes of the Soviet Union and communist 
China demonstrate that denying or ignoring the Bible and relying 
on human reason alone are not the keys to heaven on earth.  

Some of the most common objections raised today against 
the Bible are also looked into. The problem of evil; the sacrifice 
of Isaac; the caricature of the Bible as a primitive Bronze Age 
book of no relevance to us today; slavery in the Bible; the destruc-
tion of the Canaanites; the age of the earth—these and yet other 
topics are examined in the light of belief in the Bible as the in-
spired and literal Word of God, and are found to be very far from 
unanswerable. 

One more area of exploration is the fundamental inadequacy 
of secularism. For those who choose to reject the Bible and turn 
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to the wisdom of the world, the insights of Marx, Darwin, Freud, 
Kant, Hegel, Lenin, and many others will not give them the wis-
dom that they need. The bewildering ideological jungles of mod-
ern secularism do not contain the answers to the deepest needs 
of society or of the human heart. They have rather contributed to 
social breakdown and individual alienation, and are not signs of 
progress but of degeneracy.  

This is not to deny the benefits of certain technological ad-
vances, but they are poor substitutes, or rather no substitutes at 
all, for those higher spiritual truths revealed to us by God in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, through which alone we can find true spiritual 
well-being in this world, and eternal life in the world to come.  

The essay concludes with a brief overview of two of the giants 
of modern philosophy, Kant and Nietzsche. Particular attention 
is given to Kant’s work Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone, 
in which he asserts the fundamental principle of the so-called En-
lightenment: that human reason alone, without divine revelation, 
is an adequate guide to life. Also examined is Nietzsche’s book 
The Antichrist. Completed shortly before his collapse into com-
plete insanity, it reveals his hatred of Christianity and of Chris-
tians, and his desire to replace the weak and degenerate Christian 
ethic with a new and higher ethic of love of self, and lofty indiffer-
ence to human suffering. 
  
 

iii. 
 

The last essay, “The wrath of God?”, examines the problem of our 
having ignored significant aspects of the God of the Old and New 
Testaments, and creating instead a more comfortable God of our 
own devising. A diminished sense of God’s sovereignty and of his 
holiness have led us to downplay such biblical teachings on the 
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anger and chastisements of God as are not agreeable to modern 
culture.  

We accept the reality of God’s judgments being poured out in 
the end times, and given on the final day of judgment—but what 
about today? Is God’s anger a present reality? Does he judge the 
nations in our own times, or was that just something in the Old 
Testament? And what about America’s current standing before 
God? What reasons might the God of the Bible have to be dissat-
isfied with us?  

It is often said that the United States of America does not ap-
pear in biblical prophecy, but Jeremiah 30:11 states clearly that 
God will make an end of the United States, as he will make an end 
of all of the other nations to which the Jews were scattered. The 
fact that the prophecy also includes France, Germany, Russia, 
Iraq and many other nations does not diminish its significance for 
us. God will someday make an end of the United States. This will 
not be difficult for him to do. In fact, he needs to do nothing more 
than to remove his restraining hand and allow the innate evil of 
human nature to follow its course. The vociferous attacks on bib-
lical Christianity by the forces of secularism are thus not paving 
the way towards a better future, but hastening our decline. 

The reality of God’s judgments for sin includes not only the 
justice of eternal punishment for the wicked at the last day, but 
also His providential regulation of the affairs of planet earth. This 
includes such events as World War II and 9/11, neither of which 
occurred outside of God’s field of knowledge and outside of his 
power to control. 

The essay is concluded by an exhortation to prepare ourselves 
in case some of the fiery trials spoken of by Peter should come 
upon us also. 
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ONE 
 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ and  
The Christian Life 

 
 

i. 
The Current State of the Church 

 

wo hundred years from now, if authentically biblical 
church historians should seek to describe the present con-

dition of the church in the United States at this time—assuming 
of course that Western civilization as we know it is still in exist-
ence, and it may not be—what would they write? Looking at the 
overall situation in the first decades of the twenty-first century, 
they would note that the spiritual and cultural climate of America 
changed radically in the twentieth century. In this period, the in-
fluence of the churches decreased significantly, and Christians 
were greatly marginalized. 

This was accompanied by a gradual but real increase and dis-
like of, and even contempt for and hostility toward Christians. 
Although still far short of the overt persecution experienced by 
Christians in other parts of the world, this increase may be con-
sidered as a harbinger of things to              come. This hostility could stay 
the same, diminish, or increase rapidly in intensity. This last is a 
distinct possibility, particularly now when the previously com-
fortable and complacent status quo  seems to be coming apart. 

T 
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Looking at the churches themselves, how would they appear 
to our imaginary spiritual observers a couple of centuries hence? 
Are we truly and effectively representing Christ? In what areas do 
we Christians as a group live, or fail to live, by faith? How, or to 
what extent, has the good news of God in Christ been faithfully 
presented or unfaithfully distorted by us? Have we become con-
formed to the world to such a degree that we can no longer serve 
as lights in the increasing spiritual darkness? 

Before attempting to discuss these and related questions, 
some explanations and clarifications are in order. To begin with, 
I do not consider myself qualified to write such a study  on a level 
suitable to academic students of the church today. It would be 
possible for someone else to gather and analyze a great deal of 
pertinent statistics, and produce some subtle theological     analyses 
of the myriad interactions between Christians and modern cul-
ture, but that is not my intent. My purpose, rather, is to try and 
explore some important areas in which, both in doctrine and in 
practice, the body of professing Bible-believing Christians has 
been significantly diverted from the standards and the rules of 
Scripture. 

This relates to a second clarification—my lack of direct in-
volvement in the American Church for more than 25 years. Hav-
ing lived and worked abroad full-time since 1995, with only brief 
periods in the U.S.A. during annual vacations, I do not claim to 
have the most complete and comprehensive possible understand-
ing of developments there. Yet, I do have such faith and insight 
into Scripture as God has seen fit to give me. With this, as well as 
with such information as I have been able to obtain while living 
abroad, I feel concerned that much of what I have seen,     read, and 
heard is something considerably less than, if not directly opposed 
to, “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 
1:3). 
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At this point I would like to reflect on the obvious difference 
between judgment and discernment. These are two significantly 
different activities, and while Jesus forbade the one, he  did not 
forbid the other. In fact, he commanded discernment when he 
told us to be wise as serpents. The judgment we are to avoid is 
that proud and haughty condemnation which we feel when we 
forget that we also are sinners. We read in 1 Corinthians that spir-
itual discernment, on the other hand, is something granted by the 
Holy Spirit of God, along with wisdom, knowledge, faith, and 
other spiritual gifts (12:10). 

Do we not have great need of such discernment in these trou-
bled times, especially in matters pertaining to the Christian faith? 
Are there not today many cunning and subtle mixtures  of truth 
and falsehood in our churches, in our lives, and even in our own 
understandings of biblical teaching? Are there not those who take 
sound biblical teachings and present them selectively, while 
omitting, distorting, and evading others? This is not a matter of 
scientific certainty either, since we are dealing with questions far 
beyond the scope of lesser and inferior worldly knowledge. 

Trying to sort through the tangle that too much of modern 
Christian spirituality has become requires wisdom, insight and 
knowledge of the Scriptures. These are necessary in order  to 
rightly divide the word of truth and then apply that truth to many 
different complex and problematic areas of life and doctrine. This 
requires something of holiness, since wisdom and discernment 
are gifts of the Holy Spirit—and such holiness is not merely a 
matter of Bible knowledge either. There must also be a certain 
amount of personal conformity to that Spirit so that we may rec-
ognize God’s voice and follow his leading. 

Unfortunately, I am sadly deficient in those necessary quali-
ties. Fortunately, however, these qualities are made available to 
us in Christ. If the Lord Jesus truly is our wisdom, righteousness, 
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sanctification and redemption, then we do have access to spir-
itual insight, discernment, even wisdom, in such measure as God 
ordains. This is more to some and less to others, but if we have 
the mind of Christ—and some in the church do not—then we 
can at least  begin to look into these matters properly. 

“The mind of Christ”—is this only a theory? Is it just a Bible 
verse, or is it a vital reality? Much of our Christianity today is only 
theories, verses, letters on a page. Where is the power? Paul says 
in 1 Corinthians that “the kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
power,” and that “your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God” (4:20, 2:5). Of how many Chris-
tians today is this true? Isn’t there a conspicuous lack of power in 
many books, sermons, speeches, and religious  activities today, 
even when they are outwardly orthodox? 

I believe that there is such a lack, and that there are specific 
reasons for it. Those reasons  are clearly set forth in Scripture, and 
hence may be recognized and discussed. There are problems in 
doctrine and there are problems in practice. There are subtle but 
highly significant alterations of such biblical terms as “faith,” 
“sin,” and “repentance.” There is conformity to the world, and 
there is serious, even blatant, iniquity. Some sins are hidden, but 
some are accepted and widely practiced in the churches, where 
they ought not to be. 

For my part, I do not feel called to assume a position of au-
thority in the church. I do feel called however, and qualified, to 
make some observations, and to raise some questions. Whether 
my observations are consonant with Scripture and with the mind 
of Christ—to the extent that we  poor mortals are allowed to ex-
perience and be conformed to those heavenly realities—that is 
the  question here. This is not a matter of the letter only. There is 
the letter which kills, and the Spirit which quickens, and while the 
Spirit never teaches or operates in contradiction to the letter of 
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Scripture, it is possible to take the latter and use it outside of the 
boundaries of the former. 

May the Lord give us increase of wisdom and discernment in 
these troubled times—but do we really want wisdom and dis-
cernment? Are there not those in the churches today who want  
only the gifts and the benefits of salvation, the often proclaimed 
love, peace, forgiveness and eternal life—but want them without 
the cross? Who really do not want to die to self? Who do not  care 
for the narrow way of Christ? Who are uncomfortable with holi-
ness, and who keep God at a  distance even while they sing his 
praises? Whose hearts are not truly right before the Lord? 

I am qualified to at least try to discuss these and other failures, 
having often been guilty of them myself. In fact, I can say that I 
would have fallen by the wayside and perished long ago, were it 
not for the Lord’s longsuffering and compassion. I can say with 
Jeremiah, “It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: 
great is thy faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22–23).  

Returning to the subject of the state of the church today, it 
will simplify this gargantuan task if I am able to focus more clearly 
on a certain part of what is now a very broad and nebulous  term, 
“the church.” What do we mean by it? Do we mean the church 
visible, with its seminaries, pastors, theologians, and worship ser-
vices? Or do we mean the spiritual church, composed only of 
those who are truly in Christ, and will be received by him at his 
coming? 

At this point, I think it is essential to focus on the spiritual 
church, on those who genuinely seek to serve the Lord Christ—
that is, the biblical Christ, whose divine nature and work of rec-
onciliation are factually described in the divinely inspired and in-
errant New Testament, and foreshadowed in the equally inspired 
Old Testament. This will exclude many people, but Christ did 
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not come to unite everyone under a misty doctrine of good feel-
ings and worldly harmony. He  came, as he said, to bring division. 
His truth unites and divides, his holiness brings together and sep-
arates.  

As to those who object to the concept of a spiritual church 
composed of all true believers in Christ, insisting that churches 
can only exist on a local level, I think Ephesians 5:29–30 has 
something to say: “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we 
are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” In the 
first verse of that same letter, Paul’s reference to “the faithful in 
Christ Jesus” shows that there is some kind of a non-material 
unity between all those who are in Christ. Later in the same chap-
ter he describes this as “the church, Which is his body, the fulness 
of him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:1, 22–23). We should 
also be mindful of Hebrews 13:3: “Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as 
being yourselves also in the body.”  

Seeking that spiritual unity that is in Christ Jesus, one group 
that I exclude from my analysis is the theological liberals. I agree 
with what J.    Gresham Machen wrote in his book Christianity and 
Liberalism—that liberal Christianity is a new and different reli-
gion entirely. Its adherents use the words “God . . . Christ . . . 
love,” and even “repentance . . . salvation” and “eternal life,” but 
they use them in a significantly different context and to a drasti-
cally different purpose. They may think that they are furthering 
the cause of Christ by changing the Christian message to make it 
more acceptable to the unbelieving modern world, but they are 
both deceived and deceiving. 

When we read that Peter told Christ that it was not necessary 
for him to suffer, be killed,  and be raised again on the third day, 
and Christ said to him, “Get thee behind me, Satan” (Matthew 
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16:23), we need to remember that Peter was not an evil man who 
hated Jesus. He was, on the contrary, a well-intentioned man who 
sincerely wanted the best for the Savior. In his ignorance, how-
ever, Peter laid himself open to manipulation by higher unseen 
powers of darkness. In that profound ignorance, he was exploited 
by Satan in an attempt to hinder the work of Christ without even  
knowing it. 

Similarly, there are some theologians or pastors who think 
that they are helping Christ out with their worldly wisdom, and 
that they are advancing the cause of the kingdom of God by aban-
doning scriptural principles—but in fact they are serving a differ-
ent spirit, a spirit of that friendship with the world which the Bible 
teaches is enmity with God. They have abandoned biblical truth 
entirely and invented a god after their own hearts. This imaginary 
god has no substance and will avail them nothing on the day of 
judgment. 

They deny the essential doctrines of the virgin birth and the 
deity of Christ; the Trinity; and the veracity of the Scriptures, 
without which we have no religion and no faith at all. They deny 
the reality of original sin, without which the sacrificial death of 
Christ on the cross becomes only a symbol that means whatever 
they want to make it mean. They deny the physical resurrection 
of Christ and the reality of God’s final judgment for sin. 

What we are left with is only what the sinful and fallen world 
will tolerate. Corrupt and sinful human reason and will are ex-
alted to the position of supreme arbiters of what is real and what 
is not, and the God of Scripture is replaced by something that will 
never inspire either the devotion of the faithful or the enmity of 
the world. In their weakness, the theological liberals always yield 
at every essential point, and hence can never show the way of 
Christ to anyone. On the contrary, they turn myriads of souls 
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away from the strait gate and the narrow way of salvation, down 
the broad and easy road that leads to eternal destruction. 

I do not consider Rudolf Bultmann to have been a theologian 
who merely espoused a different interpretation of Christianity 
than I do. I consider him to have been an anti-theologian, a  disci-
ple of the antichrist, an enemy of the cross of Christ. Bultmann 
taught that the Bible was full  of mythology and denied many, if 
not all, of its essential teachings. He used religious words, but all 
of it was nothing but the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Is this not one of the many reasons for the current weakness 
of the church—that we have  failed to make sufficiently clear to 
the world that such teaching is not Christianity at all, but a new 
religion that preaches a Christ that is no Christ, a salvation that is 
no salvation, and an ethic  that is merely worldly wisdom dis-
guised behind a clever but dishonest façade? Bultmann’s anti-
theology is an invention of the father of lies, deliberately intended 
to deceive. No matter how sincere or well-intended modern sec-
ular theologians might be, they and their followers are outside of 
Christ Jesus, and alienated from the life of God because of the 
blindness of their hearts. 

Paul writes in Galatians that there is a curse on those who in-
troduce a different gospel from that which he and the other apos-
tles preached (1:8–9). Do we believe this? Do we take it seri-
ously?  If we give the impression that we accept the false teachings 
of modernist “theology” as merely a  different but valid or possibly 
valid way of understanding Christ and his message, why should 
not the world lump us together with them, and consider that both 
of our interpretations are equally false and equally nonsensical? 
Did not the Lord Jesus Christ in glory praise the church at Ephe-
sus that tried the false apostles and found them liars? And did he 
not rebuke the churches of Pergamos and Thyatira for tolerating 
false teachings? 
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