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Foreword 

 
 
T H I S L I T T L E  B O O K , whose design is to lead the devout Bible-
student into the Green Pastures of the Good Shepherd, onward 
to the Banqueting House of the King, and on to the service of 
the Vineyard, is one of the abiding legacies of Mr. Hudson 
Taylor to the Church. In the power of an evident unction from 
the Holy One, he has been enabled herein to unfold in simplest 
language the deep truth of the believer’s personal union with 
The Lord, which under symbol and imagery is the subject of the 
Song of Songs. And in so doing he has ministered an unfailing 
guidance to one of the most commonly neglected and 
misunderstood of the Sacred Scriptures. For how many have 
said in bewilderment at the richness of language and profusion 
of figure which both conceal and reveal its meaning, “How can I 
understand unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:31, NKJV). It 
is safe to say that these pages cannot fail to help and bless all 
such. 

To those who knew him, Mr. Hudson Taylor’s life was in 
the nature of emphasis upon the value of this small volume. For 
what he here expounds he also exemplified. If his words indicate 
the possibility and blessedness of union with Christ, his whole 
life declared it in actual experience. He lived as one who was 
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“married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead;” 
and as the outcome of that union he brought forth “fruit to 
God” (Rom. 7:4, NKJV). 

What he was has given a meaning and confirmation to what 
he has here said, which cannot be exaggerated. It is inevitable 
that there are those who will read and reject as mystical and 
unpractical, that which is so directly concerned with the 
intimacies of fellowship with the unseen Lord. I would, 
however, venture to remind such that the writer of these pages 
founded the China Inland Mission! He translated his vision of 
the Beloved into life-long strenuous service, and so kept it 
undimmed through all the years of a life which has had hardly a 
parallel in these our days. 

This is really the commendation of the following short 
chapters. They proclaim an Evangel which has been distilled 
from experience, and form at least a track through this fenced 
portion of God’s Word, which will lead many an one who treads 
it into the joys of Emmanuel’s land. 

J. Stuart Holden 
London, England 
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Introduction 
Song of Solomon 

 
 
T H E  G R E A T  P U R P O S E  T O W A R D S which all the dispensational 
dealings of God are tending is revealed to us by the apostle Paul 
when he wrote to the church at Corinth: “That God may be all 
in all” (1 Cor. 15:28, NKJV). With this agrees the teaching of 
our Lord, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 
17:3, NKJV). This being so, shall we not act wisely by keeping 
this object ever in view in our daily life and study of God’S holy 
Word? 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is 
profitable, and therefore no part is, or can be, neglected without 
loss. Few portions of the Word will help the devout student 
more in the pursuit of this all-important “knowledge of God” 
than the too-much neglected “Song of Solomon.” Like other 
portions of the Word of God, this book has its difficulties. But so 
have all the works of God. Is not the fact that they surpass our 
unaided powers of comprehension and research a “sign-manual” 
of divinity? Can feeble individuals expect to grasp divine power, 
or to understand and interpret the works or the providences of 
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the All-wise? And if not, is it surprising that His Word also needs 
superhuman wisdom for its interpretation? Thanks be to God, 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit is promised to all who seek 
for it: what more can we desire? 

Read without the key, this book is specially unintelligible, 
but that key is easily found in the express teachings of the New 
Testament. The Incarnate Word is the true key to the written 
Word; but even before the incarnation, the devout student of 
the Old Testament would find much help to the understanding 
of the sacred mysteries of this book in the prophetic writings; 
for there Israel was taught that her Maker was her Husband. 
John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, recognized the 
Bridegroom in the person of Christ, and said, “He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled” (John 
3:29, NKJV). Paul, in the fifth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, goes still further, and teaches that the union of Christ 

with His Church, and her subjection to Him, underlies the very 
relationship of marriage, and affords the pattern for every Godly 
union. 

In Solomon, the bridegroom king, as well as author of this 
poem, we have a type of our Lord, the true Prince of peace, in 
His coming reign. Then will be found not merely His bride, the 
Church, but also a willing people, His subjects, over whom He 
shall reign gloriously. Then distant potentates will bring their 
wealth, and will behold the glory of the enthroned King, proving 
Him with hard questions, as once came the Queen of Sheba to 
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King Solomon; and blessed will they be to whom this privilege is 
accorded. A brief glance will suffice them for a lifetime; but what 
shall be the royal dignity and blessedness of the risen and 
exalted bride! For ever with her Lord, forever like her Lord, 
forever conscious that His desire is toward her, she will share 
alike His heart and His throne. Can a study of the book which 
helps us to understand these mysteries of grace and love be 
other than most profitable? 

It is interesting to notice the contrast between this book 
and that preceding it. The Book of Ecclesiastes teaches 
emphatically that “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity” (1:2, NKJV): 
and is thus the necessary introduction to the Song of Solomon, 
which shows how true blessing and satisfaction are to be 
possessed. In like manner our Savior’s teaching in the fourth of 
John points out in a word the powerlessness of earthly things to 
give lasting satisfaction, in striking contrast with the flow of 
blessing that results from the presence of the Holy Spirit (whose 
work it is, not to reveal Himself but Christ as the Bridegroom of 
the soul); “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but 
whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never 
thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing up”—overflowing, on and on—
“into everlasting life” (John 4:13–14, NKJV). 

We shall find it helpful to consider the book in six sections: 
 

• SECTION 1: The Unsatisfied Life and its Remedy (1:2—
2:7) 
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• SECTION 2: Communion Broken—Restoration (2:8—
3:5) 

• SECTION 3: Unbroken Communion (3:6—5:1) 

• SECTION 4: Communion Again Broken—Restoration 
(5:2—6:10) 

• SECTION 5: Fruits of Recognized Union (6:11—8:4) 

• SECTION 6: Unrestrained Communion (8:5–14). 
 

In each of these sections we shall find the speakers to be: 
the bride, the Bridegroom, and the daughters of Jerusalem; it is 
not usually difficult to ascertain the speaker, though in some of 
the verses different conclusions have been arrived at. The bride 
speaks of the Bridegroom as “her Beloved;” the Bridegroom 
speaks of her as “His love,” while the address of the daughters of 
Jerusalem is more varied. In the first four sections they style her 
“the fairest among women,” but in the fifth she is spoken of as 
“the Shulamite,” or the “King’s bride,” and also as the “Prince’s 
daughter.” 

The student of this book will find great help in suitable 
Bible-marking. A horizontal line marking off the address of each 
speaker, with a double line to divide the sections, would be 
useful, as also perpendicular lines in the margin to indicate the 
speaker. We have ourselves ruled a single line to connect the 
verses which contain the utterances of the bride; a double line to 
indicate those of the Bridegroom, and a waved line to indicate 
the addresses of the daughters of Jerusalem. 
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It will be observed that the bride is the primary speaker in 
sections 1 and 2 and is much occupied with herself; but in 
section 3, where the communion is unbroken, she has little to 
say, and appears as the hearer; the daughters of Jerusalem give a 
long address, and the Bridegroom His longest. In that section 
for the first time He calls her His bride, and allures her to 
fellowship in service. In section 4 the bride again is the primary 
speaker, but after her restoration the Bridegroom speaks at 
length, and “upbraids not.” In section 5, as we noticed, the bride 
is no longer called “the fairest among women,” but claims 
herself to be, and is recognized as, the royal bride. In section 6 
the Bridegroom claims her from her very birth, and not merely 
from her espousals, as God in Ezekiel 16 claimed Israel. 
 

“In the secret of His presence  
     How my soul delights to hide!  
Oh, how precious are the lessons  
     Which I learn at Jesus’ side:  
 
Earthly cares can never vex me,  
     Neither trials lay me low;  
For when Satan comes to vex me,  
     To the secret place I go!”1 

                                                           
     1 Ellen Goreh, “In the Secret of His Presence.” 
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The Greatest of All Songs 
“The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.” 

—Song of Solomon 1:1 
 
 
W E L L M A Y  T H I S  B O O K be called the Song of Songs! There is 
no song like it. Read correctly, it brings a gladness to the heart 
which is as far beyond the joy of earthly things as heaven is 
higher than the earth. It has been well said that this is a song 
which grace alone can teach, and experience alone can learn. 
Our Savior, speaking of the union of the branch with the vine, 
adds, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11, 
NKJV). And the beloved disciple, writing of Him who “was 
from the beginning” (1 John 1:1, NKJV) who “was with the 
Father and was manifested to us” (1 John 1:2, NKJV), in order 
that we might share the fellowship which He enjoyed, also says, 
“These things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1 John 
1:4, NKJV). Union with Christ, and abiding in CHRIST, what do 
they not secure? Peace, perfect peace; rest, constant rest; 
answers to all our prayers; victory over all our foes; pure, holy 
living; ever-increasing fruitfulness. All, all of these are the glad 
outcome of abiding in Christ. To deepen this union, to make 
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more constant this abiding, is the practical use of this precious 
book. 



 
 

 
 
 

|SECTION 1| 
 

The Unsatisfied Life and Its Remedy 
 

Song of Solomon 1:2—2:7 
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here is no difficulty in recognizing the bride as the 
speaker in verses 2–7. The words are not those of one 
dead in trespasses and sins, to whom the Lord is as a 

root out of a dry ground—without form and comeliness. The 
speaker has had her eyes opened to behold His beauty, and 
longs for a fuller enjoyment of His love. 
 

“Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth: 
For Your love1 is better than wine” (1:2). 

 

It is well that it should be so; it marks a distinct stage in the 
development of the life of grace in the soul. And this recorded 
experience gives, as it were, a Divine warrant for the desire for 
sensible manifestations of His presence—sensible 
communications of His love. It was not always so with her. 
Once she was contented in His absence—other society and 
other occupations sufficed her; but now it can never be so again. 
The world can never be to her what it once was; the betrothed 
bride has learned to love her Lord, and no other society than 
His can satisfy her. His visits may be occasional and may be 
brief; but they are precious times of enjoyment. Their memory 
is cherished in the intervals, and their repetition longed for. 

                                                           
     1 endearments, caresses. 

T 
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There is no real satisfaction in His absence, and yet, alas! He is 
not always with her: He comes and goes. Now her joy in Him is 
a heaven below; but again she is longing, and longing in vain, for 
His presence. Like the ever-changing tide, her experience is an 
ebbing and flowing one; it may even be that unrest is the rule, 
satisfaction the exception. Is there no help for this? must it 
always continue so? Has He, can He have created these 
unquenchable longings only to tantalize them? Strange indeed it 
would be if this were the case. Yet are there not many of the 
Lord’s people whose habitual experience corresponds with 
hers? They know not the rest, the joy of abiding in Christ; and 
they know not how to attain to it, nor why it is not theirs. Are 
there not many who look back to the delightful times of their 
first espousals, who, so far from finding richer inheritance in 
Christ than they then had, are even conscious that they have lost 
their first love, and might express their experience in the sad 
lament: 
 

“Where is the blessedness I knew, 
     When first I saw the Lord?” 2 

 

Others, again, who may not have lost their first love, may 
yet be feeling that the occasional interruptions to communion 
are becoming more and more unbearable, as the world becomes 
less and He becomes more. His absence is an ever-increasing 
distress. “Oh that I knew where I might find Him!” (Job 23:3). 
“Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth: for Thy love is 

                                                           
     2 William Cowper, “O For A Closer Walk With God.” 
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better than wine” (Song. 1:2). One may proclaim, “Would that 
His love were strong and constant like mine, and that He never 
withdrew the light of His countenance!” 

Poor mistaken one! There is a love far stronger than your 
waiting, longing for satisfaction. The Bridegroom is waiting for 
you all the time; the conditions that prevent His approach are all 
of your own making. Take the right place before Him, and He 
will be most ready, most glad, to satisfy your deepest longings, 
to meet, supply your every need. What should we think of a 
betrothed one whose conceit and self-will prevented not only 
the consummation of her own joy, but of his who had given her 
his heart? Though never at rest in his absence, she cannot trust 
him fully; and she does not care to give up her own name, her 
own rights and possessions, her own will to him who has 
become necessary for her happiness. She would gladly claim 
him fully, without giving up herself fully to him; but it can never 
be: while she retains her own name, she can never claim his. She 
may not promise to love and honor if she will not also promise 
to obey: and till her love reaches that point of surrender she 
must remain an unsatisfied lover—she cannot, as a satisfied 
bride, find rest in the home of her husband. While she retains 
her own will, and the control of her own possessions, she must 
be content to live on her own resources; she cannot claim his. 

Could there be a more poignant proof of the extent and 
reality of the Fall than the deep-seated distrust of our loving 
Lord and Master which makes us hesitate to give ourselves 
entirely up to Him, which fears that He might require 
something beyond our powers, or call for something that we 
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should find it hard to give or to do? The real secret of an 
unsatisfied life lies too often in an unsurrendered will. And yet 
how foolish, as well as how wrong, this is! Do we fancy that we 
are wiser than He? Or that our love for ourselves is more tender 
and strong than His? Or that we know ourselves better than He 
does? How our distrust must grieve and wound afresh the 
tender heart of Him who was for us the Man of Sorrows! What 
would be the feelings of an earthly bridegroom if he discovered 
that his bride-elect was dreading to marry him, lest, when he had 
the power, he should render her life insupportable? Yet how 
many of the Lord’s redeemed ones treat Him just so! No 
wonder they are neither happy nor satisfied! 
 

*   *   * 
 

But true love cannot be stationary; it must either decline or 
grow. Despite all the unworthy fears of our poor hearts, Divine 
love is destined to conquer. The bride exclaims:— 
 

“Your ointments have a lovely fragrance; 
Your name is as ointment poured forth; 
Therefore do the virgins love You” (1:3). 

 

There was no such ointment as that with which the High 
Priest was anointed: our Bridegroom is a Priest as well as a King. 
The trembling bride cannot wholly dismiss her fears; but the 
unrest and the longing become unbearable, and she determines 
to surrender all, and come what may to follow fully. She will 
yield her very self to Him, heart and hand, influence and 
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