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Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, 

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin! 

 
Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 

Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 

 
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide; 

What can we do to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, 
Brighter than snow you may be today. 

 
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
Freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see His face, 

Will you this moment His grace receive? 
 

—Julia H. Johnson 
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Editor’s Note to the Reader 
 

 
This edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress includes a study guide designed to be com-
pleted through independent study, or with the assistance of a Mentor. Every re-
view section follows a definite pattern at the conclusion of each chapter.   

REVIEW. The questions following each section are based upon the text. The 
answer to every question can be easily found within each chapter. As much as 
possible, make sure complete sentences are used when responding to the ques-
tions. Such discipline will help learning to think clearly and logically. For exam-
ple:  
  

Question. When was the first edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress pub-
lished?  

Answer. The first edition of the first part of The Pilgrim’s Progress was 
published in 1678. 

  

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION. This part of the study is designed to let the 
student personally interact with a Mentor (this section can also be completed 
independently). While there is much freedom to respond, all answers should ul-
timately end within the framework of a Christian worldview and be defended by 
the Word of God. If, upon discussion, the Mentor finds that a student’s answer 
needs to be more biblically based, the Mentor should have the student either 
rewrite their answer, or add clarification to a portion of their response.  

PERSONAL APPLICATION. Practical suggestions are offered on how the ma-
terial studied can be applied in life.  

HEARTWORK. This is a private and personal assessment of one’s own heart. 
It does not need to be shared or discussed. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
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in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13:5). 

SCRIPTURAL MEMORY WORK. The student is encouraged to memorize a 
verse of the Bible associated with each chapter under consideration. The chap-
ter and verse of each biblical text memorized should be included in the recital.  
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Cast of Characters 
 
 
ADAM THE FIRST is the Old Man, the Fleshly Man is deceitful. He tries to per-
suade Faithful to leave his journey and live with his three daughters: the Lust of 
the Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life.  

 

ATHEIST is found walking with his back to Zion along the King’s Highway be-
cause he believes that God and the Celestial City do not exist. 

 

APOLLYON (lit. destroyer) is called the king, lord, god, master, prince, owner, 
landlord, ruler, governor, and leader of the City of Destruction where Christian 
was born. Apollyon tries to force Christian to return to his domain and service. 
A battle ensues with Christian in the Valley of Humiliation, just below the 
House Beautiful. Apollyon appears as a mighty demonic creature with the scales 
of a fish, the mouth of a lion, feet of a bear, a second mouth on his belly, and with 
the wings of dragon. Apollyon, an image of Satan, takes fiery darts from his body 
to throw at his opponents. Apollyon was defeated when Christian used the 
Sword of the Spirit to wound him, not once, but twice.  

 

BEELZEBUB (lit. Lord of the flies) one of Satan’s companions is an arch-demon 
of Christian. He erects a fort near the Wicket Gate from which he and his sol-
diers’ shoot arrows of fire at those about to enter the Wicket Gate to discourage. 
Beelzebub is known as the lord, god, king, master, and prince of Vanity Fair.  
  

BLACK MAN, THE is clothed in a white robe to conceal his true identity of 
darkness.  
  

BOND-WOMAN is called the mother of Legality.  
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BY-ENDS, from the wealthy town of Fair-Speech, travels to the Celestial City 
when he is encountered by Christian and Hopeful who have left Vanity Fair. By-
ends is a hypocrite and will not go against popular opinion.  
  

CAPTAIN is another name for Beelzebub.  
  

CHARITY is a maiden in the House Beautiful, with Discretion, Piety, and Pru-
dence, who helps to entertain Christian and Hopeful during their stay.  
  

CHRISTIAN, the main character in the narrative, flees from the City of Destruc-
tion to travel as a pilgrim to the Celestial City.  

 

CIVILITY, the son of Legality in the village of Morality, said he was able to help 
Christian remove the burden from his back.  

 

DEMAS is a deceiver who invites pilgrims at the Hill Lucre to come and join in 
the supposed silver mining going on in it. Demas tried to trick Christian and 
Hopeful in two ways. First, Demas claimed the silver mine was safe. The Pil-
grims would soon be rich. Second, Demas assured Christian and Hopeful he 
would join them on the journey. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Christian, rebuked 
Demas and exposed his lies.1 

 

DISCRETION is one of the beautiful virgins of the Stately Palace, who decides 
to allow Christian to stay there. 

 

DIVES is the traditional name the Church has given to the rich man in hell.2 
  

DOUBTING CASTLE is the home of the Giant Despair—the owner who shows 
no mercy—where Christian loses hope and contemplates suicide.  
  

ENVY, the first witness against Faithful, maliciously testifies that Faithful 
showed no respect for the prince, Lord Beelzebub.  
  

EVANGELIST appeared to point Christian to the shining light and the Wicket 
Gate. He also showed Christian a book, the Bible. 

 

EXPERIENCE is one of the Delectable Mountains shepherds who will help in-
struct Christian and Hopeful.  
  

                                                 
1 Scripturally, Demas is mentioned by Paul when writing to Timothy. Paul reports, “Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:10). 
2 See Luke 16:19–31. 
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FAINT-HEART, a brother to Mistrust and Guilt, who travels down the lane from 
Broadway Gate to rob Little-Faith.  
  

FAITHFUL is Cristian’s friend from the City of Destruction who unites with him 
on the great pilgrimage to the Celestial City.  Christian meets Faithful just after 
getting through the Valley of The Shadow of Death. Faithful will die in Vanity 
Fair for his strong faith in Christ. He will be the first to reach the Celestial City. 
  

FLATTERER is a deceiver dressed as an angel who leads Christian and Hopeful 
out of their way, when they fail to look at the road map given them by the Shep-
herds of the Delectable Mountains. 

 

FORMALIST, a traveler and false pilgrim on the King’s Highway, did not come 
in by the Wicket Gate, but climbed over the wall that encloses it, only to be lost.  
  

FOUL FIEND APOLLYON is another name for Beelzebub whom Christian met 
in the Valley of Humiliation and referred to him as Captain.  
  

GIANT DESPAIR is the heartless owner of Doubting Castle where pilgrims are 
imprisoned and tortured.  
  

GIANTESS DIFFIDENCE is the wife of Giant Despair who is known to be cruel, 
savage, violent, and evil, much like her husband. Diffidence counsels her hus-
band to beat Christian and Hopeful without mercy. 
  

GOODWILL (JESUS) is the Keeper of the Wicket Gate through which one en-
ters the straight and narrow way while travelling to the Celestial City.   
  

GRACELESS is the name Christian was born with.  
  

GREAT GRACE dwells in the town of Good Confidence and appears to rescue 
Little Faith from death at the hands of three robbing brothers along Broadway 
Lane.  
  

GUILT, brother to Faint Heart and Mistrust, travels with them down the lane 
from Broadway Gate to rob Little-Faith. 
  

HELP rescues Christian from the Slough of Despond. 
  

HOLD THE WORLD is a friend of Money-Love, and Save-All.  
  

HONESTY is town two miles from Graceless.  
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HOPEFUL, the resident of Vanity Fair, takes Faithful’s place as Christian’s fel-
low traveler.  
  

HYPOCRISY, a friend to Formalist, came with him from the Land of Vainglory. 
Hypocrisy took one of the two by-paths to the King’s Highway in order to avoid 
the Hill Difficulty to no avail, for they both perished. 
  

IGNORANCE finds his way onto the King’s Highway by way of the crooked lane 
that comes from his native country, called Conceit.  
  

INTERPRETER (the Holy Spirit) brings Christian into House along The Way 
to teach him about the life of a believer. 
  

KNOWLEDGE is a shepherd of the Delectable Mountains. 
 

LADY FEIGNING is the nefarious mother-in-law to By-ends from the town of 
Fair Speech.  
  

LEGALITY, son of the Bond Woman, and father of Civility, is a resident of the 
village named Morality. Legality has a reputation of helping people remove their 
burdens.  
  

LITTLE FAITH is a good man who is beaten and robbed.  
 

LORD CARNAL DELIGHT is a friend of Pickthank and a nobility of the town of 
Vanity.  
  

LORD DESIRE OF VAIN GLORY is a friend of Pickthank and a nobility of the 
town of Vanity. 

 

LORD FAIR SPEECH, is a friend to By-ends. A town was named after his ances-
tors and was called Fair Speech.  
  

LORD HATE GOOD is an evil judge who tries Christian and Faithful in Vanity 
Fair. Lord Hate-Good is the opposite of a righteous judge for he hates right and 
loves wrong because he does wrong himself. His jury is twelve vicious rogue 
men. 
  

LORD OLD MAN is a friend of Pickthank and a nobility of the town of Vanity. 
  

LORD TIME SERVER is a friend to By-ends.  
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LORD TURN ABOUT is a friend to By-ends.  
 

LORD LECHERY (lewdness; lust), a friend of Pickthank, is a noble of the town 
of Vanity. 
  

LORD LUXURIOUS (excessive indulgence) is a friend of Pickthank and a noble 
of the town of Vanity. 

 

LUST OF THE EYES, the sister of Lust of the Flesh, and the Pride of Life, is a 
daughter of Adam the First. 
  

LUST OF THE FLESH, a sister of the Lust of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is a 
daughter of Adam the First. 
  

MAN IN THE IRON CAGE was put there by God in judgment to be a warning 
to others.  
  

MISTRUST, a rogue brother to Guilt and Faint Heart, travels with them down 
the lane from Broadway Gate to rob Little Faith. 
  

MR. ANY-THING is a friend to By-ends. 
  

MR. BLINDMAN, Foreman of the jury in Vanity City puts Faithful on trial, and 
then executes him.  
 

MR. CRUELTY is a member of the jury in Vanity City that convicts Faithful. 
 

MR. ENMITY is a member of the jury in Vanity City that condemns to death 
Faithful. 
   

MR. FACING-BOTH-WAYS is a friend to By-ends. 
  

MR. HATE LIGHT is a member of the jury in Vanity City that agrees to execute 
Faithful. 
   

MR. HEADY is a member of the jury in Vanity City that votes to execute Faith-
ful. 
  

MR. HIGH MIND is a member of the jury in Vanity City that tries and executes 
Faithful. 
   

MR. IMPLACABLE is member of the jury in Vanity City that tries and executes 
Faithful. 
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MR. LOVE LUST is a member of the jury in Vanity City that tries and executes 
Faithful 
 

MR. LIVE LOOSE is a member of the jury in Vanity City that tries and executes 
Faithful. 
  

MR. LIAR is a member of the jury in Vanity City that tries and executes Faithful. 
  

MR. MALICE is a member of the jury in Vanity City that agrees to execute Faith-
ful. 

 

MR. NO GOOD is a member of the jury in Vanity City that judges and then 
executes Faithful. 
  

MR. TWO TONGUES the parson of the parish, is a friend to By-ends. 
  

MISTRUST a travelling companion of Timorous tries to persuade Christian to 
go back for fear of the chained lions near the House Beautiful. 

 

MONEY LOVE is a friend of Hold the World and Save All. 
  

MOSES (the Law Giver) is the violent avenger who, without mercy, tries to kill 
Faithful for his momentary weakness in wanting to go with Adam the First out 
of the way. Moses is dismissed by Jesus Christ. 
  

MR. BY-ENDS is a false pilgrim met by Christian and Hopeful after they leave 
Vanity Fair. He makes it his goal to avoid any hardship or persecution Christian 
may have to endure.  
  

MR. GRIPE MAN is the schoolmaster in the market town of Love-Gain in the 
country of Coveting, in the North.  
  

MR. HOLD-THE-WORLD is a fellow schoolmate of By-ends from the town of 
Love Gain.  
  

MR. LEGALITY, the leader in the town of Morality represents the Law. While 
he cannot put Christian under bondage, he does use smooth words to entrap 
other potential pilgrims.  
  

MR. MONEY LOVE, is a schoolmate of By-ends from the town of Love Gain  
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MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN, a resident of a place called Carnal Policy, tries to 
persuade Christian to go out of his way of the King’s Highway to be helped by a 
friend named Mr. Legality and then move on to the City of Morality.  
  

MR. SAVE-ALL-MEN is a schoolmate of By Laws from the town of Love Gain.  
  

MRS. TALK ABOUT THE RIGHT THINGS, the wife of Say Well, is the mother of 
Talkative.  
  

OBSTINATE is one of the two residents of the City of Destruction. He runs after 
Christian when he first sets out, in order to bring him back home. Becoming 
disgusted with the journey, Obstinate wants to return to his home after becom-
ing convinced Christian is on a foolish journey. 
  

PASSION is the brother of Patience whom Christian sees sitting in a little room 
in the House of the Interpreter.  
  

PATIENCE, brother of Passion who sat in a little room in the House of the In-
terpreter.  

 

PIETY, a maiden in the House Beautiful. 
  

PICKTHANK, third witness against Faithful who accused Faithful of going 
against their prince, Beelzebub, their people, their laws, their honorable friends, 
and the judge himself. 
  

PLIABLE was the other of the two who briefly travelled with Christian at the 
start of his journey until they both fell into the Slough of Despond. Finding his 
way out of the Slough, Pliable returned home.  
  

POPE AND PAGAN 3 are the giants living in a cave at the end of the terrifying 
Valley of the Shadow of Death.  

 

PRESUMPTION is one of three men Christian encountered on his journey to 
the Celestial City.  
  

                                                 
3 As a Baptist minister, John Bunyan would have affirmed the language of the Baptist Confession of 1689, 
Chapter 26 Paragraph 4, where the pope is called the antichrist: “Neither can the Pope of Rome in any sense 
be head thereof, but is that Antichrist, that Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, that exalteth himself in the church 
against Christ, and all that is called God; whom the Lord shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.” 
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PRIDE OF LIFE, a sister of the Lust of the Eyes, and Lust of the Flesh, is another 
daughter of Adam the First.  
  

PRUDENCE is a maiden in the House Beautiful who treats Christian and Hope-
ful with grace and discretion.  
  

RELIGION is a casual acquaintance of By-ends from the town of Fair Speech 
who goes about in his silver slippers, and walks in the street when the sun shines 
and people applaud him. 

 

SAVE ALL is a friend of Hold-the-World, and a friend of Money-Love.  
  

SAVE SELF became an acquaintance of Temporary and persuades him to be-
come a stranger to Hopeful and Christian.  
  

SAY WELL is the father of Talkative.  
 

SHAME meets Faithful in the Valley of Humility after which he mocks all reli-
gion without sorrow.  
  

SHINING ONE carries a whip to chastise and correct pilgrims for following the 
Black Man with a cover of white only to be ensnared.  

 

SIMPLE is one of the men Christian encounters on his journey to the Celestial 
City.  

 

SINCERE is one of the Delectable Mountains shepherds. 
 

SIR HAVING GREEDY, a friend of Pickthank, is of the nobility in the town of 
Vanity. 
  

SLOTH is one of the men Christian encountered on his journey to the Celestial 
City.  

 

STRONG, THE is prayed to by Christian and Hopeful after being shown several 
wonders by the shepherds on top of the Delectable Mountains.  

 

SUPERSTITION is a second witness against Faithful who wrongly accused 
Faithful of saying that religion is in vain, or empty, and meaningless. 
  

TALKATIVE is a pilgrim that Faithful and Christian met after going through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. He is known to Christian as a fellow resident of 
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the City of Destruction, living on Prating Row. He is a sorry fellow, despite hav-
ing a fine tongue to converse on the sacred, or the profane.  
  

TEMPORARY is an old acquaintance of Hopeful who dwelt in Graceless, a town 
about two miles off Honesty. Temporary lived next door to Turnback.  
  

THREE SHINING ONES (Holy Angels) are holy messengers and servants of the 
Lord of the Hill, sent to minister to Christian.  
  

TIMOROUS is one of two men who tries to persuade Christian to go back for 
fear of the chained lions near the House Beautiful.  
  

TURK is a derogatory reference Christian uses to describe a relationship with 
Talkative.   

 

TURNBACK is a neighbor of Temporary in Graceless, two miles off of Honesty.  
  

VAIN-CONFIDENCE is a man whom Christian and Hopeful meet after getting 
on the path marked By-Meadows.  

 

VAIN-HOPE is a ferryman that rows Ignorance across the River of Death so he 
could gain entrance to the Celestial City. Ignorance is turned away for there is a 
way to hell even from the gate of heaven.  
  

WANTON is the temptress who attempts to get Faithful to depart from the jour-
ney to the Celestial City.  
  

WATCHFUL is the name of one of the four Delectable Mountains’ shepherds. 
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Select Geographical Locations 
 
  

APOSTASY is the town where Turn Away dwells.  
  

BEULAH (Country) is a place of peace, prosperity, happiness, and holiness as 
people dwell with the Lord, and are loved by God.  

 

BROAD WAY GATE is a place from which a lane can be travelled.  Three broth-
ers who intend to rob Little-Faith will use this lane. 
  

BY MEADOWS, a turning point for Christian and Hopeful, offers an easier way 
to travel to the Celestial City.  
  

CARNAL POLICY is the residential place of Mr. Worldly Wiseman.   
  

CELESTIAL CITY is the destiny Christian seeks as a pilgrim. It is a place of ma-
jestic beauty.  
  

CITY OF DESTRUCTION is the home town from which Christian flees to seek 
for eternal life.  

 

CITY OF MORALITY is where the Law is focused on instead of Jesus.  
  

CONCEIT is the country that is home to Ignorance.  
  

COVETING, in the North, is the home of Mr. By-ends, Mr. Hold the World, Mr. 
Money Love, and Mr. Save All Men.  

 

DEAD-MAN’S LANE is where Little Faith falls asleep only to be awakened, 
beaten, and robbed.  
  

DEAD SEA a body of water flowing under men in chains that has no bottom: 
  

DECEIT is the town where Adam the First dwells.  
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DELECTABLE MOUNTAINS, belonging to the Lord of the Hill, is visited by 
Christian where he enjoys the gardens and orchards, and drinks from the foun-
tain of water, and eats freely of the vineyards.  
  

DOUBTING CASTLE contains a dungeon where Hopeful remains encouraged, 
but Christian sees no hope. 
  

ENCHANTED GROUND is a lovely but treacherous place, where Christian and 
Hopeful are tempted to fall asleep to their peril, never to awake.  

 

EASE is a narrow place where Christian and Hopeful rest briefly on their jour-
ney.   
  

FAIR-SPEECH is a town where By-ends lives prior to beginning his journey to-
wards the Celestial City. 
  

GOOD CONFIDENCE is a town in which Great Grace dwelt. Great Grace was 
able to rescue Little Faith from death.  
  

GRACELESS is a town about two miles off Honesty. Temporary lives next door 
to Turnback. 

 

HELL is a place of the damned where those who appear at the Celestial City 
without an authentic certificate are cast.   
  

HILL CALLED CLEAR is where Christian and Hopeful can see through a glass 
the Celestial City from the top of the Delectable Mountains.  
  

HILL CALLED DIFFICULTY is where Formalist and Hypocrisy fail to see the 
goodness of God, and seek alternative routes, which they find at the bottom of 
the hill. In contrast, Christian drinks from the Spring at the bottom of the hill, is 
refreshed, and proceeds upwards.  
  

HILL CALLED ERROR is a place shown to Christian and Hopeful by the shep-
herds on top of the Delectable Mountains.  
  

HILL CALLED LUCRE is a dangerous silver mine where financial gain through 
religion can be sought. Demas invites Christian and Hopeful to turn aside and 
see the silver mine.   
  

KING’S HIGHWAY is another name for the Wicket Gate proving entrance to 
the way to the Celestial City.  
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LAND OF VAINGLORY is the home of Formalist and Hypocrisy.  
 

LOVE GAIN is a town in the country of Coveting, in the North.  
  

MORALITY (Town) is the place from which Mr. Worldly Wiseman can redirect 
Christian.   
  

MOUNT SINAI is a terrifying mountain near the Village of Morality that alarms 
all who would pass by.  

 

PEACE is where Christian sleeps in the home of three beautiful virgins until the 
daybreak.  
  

PLACE OF DELIVERANCE is where Christian’s burden falls off his back by itself.   
  

PLEASANT ARBOR is halfway up the Hill Difficulty where Christian is able to 
rest.  
  

PRATING ROW is a street in the City of Destruction where Mr. Talkative lives 
on Prating Row.  

 

RIVER OF DEATH is the last challenge Pilgrims face on the journey to the Ce-
lestial City.  

 

STATELY PALACE is a pleasant place where Interpreter takes Christian, who 
notices individuals dressed in gold walking about.  
  

SLOUGH OF DESPOND a miry swamp into which Christian fell on his way to 
the Wicket Gate.  
  

SINCERE (Town) is where Little Faith dwelt. 
  

STRONG CASTLE is the residence of Beelzebub, who is called, the captain. Be-
elzebub is known to shoot arrows at those who came up to the Wicket Gate in 
order to kill them before they can enter in.  

 

TREE OF LIFE has healing leaves for Christian to apply to any wounds received 
from Apollyon.  
  

VALLEY OF HUMILIATION is where Apollyon (Satan) fights with Christian to 
force him to return to his domain and service.  
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VALLEY OF HUMILITY is where Faithful meets Discontent who informed him 
of the low opinion his friend might have of him if he travels through the Valley 
of Humility. Pride, Arrogancy, Self-Conceit, Worldly Glory, with others, who he 
knows, are mentioned.  
  

VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH is just beyond the Valley of Humilia-
tion. Christian is compelled to go through it on the way to Celestial City.  
  

VANITY is a town to which Christian and Evangelist are told by Evangelist to go 
to even though martyrdom waits.  
  

VANITY FAIR is held in the town called Vanity. At Vanity Fair there are unbri-
dled indulgences. The chief lord of the fair is Beelzebub. 
  

WALL OF SALVATION is the highway on which Christian is to travel to the Ce-
lestial City, being fenced on either side with a wall.  

 

WANTON is an enemy of Faithful. He is without grace or mercy.  
  

WICKET GATE is the entry point to the Straight and Narrow highway to the 
Cross, and on to the Celestial City. Beelzebub’s castle is built nearby the Wicket 
Gate.  
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The Author’s Apology1 for His Book 
 
 
1 WHEN at the first I took my pen in hand 
2 Thus for to write, I did not understand 
3 That I at all should make a little book 
4 In such a mode: nay, I had undertook 
5 To make another; which, when almost done, 
6 Before I was aware I this begun. 
 
7 And thus it was: I, writing of the way 
8 And race of saints in this our gospel-day, 
9 Fell suddenly into an allegory 
10 About their journey, and the way to glory, 
11 In more than twenty things which I set down 
12 This done, I twenty more had in my crown, 
13 And they again began to multiply, 
14 Like sparks that from the coals of fire do fly. 
15 Nay, then, thought I, if that you breed so fast, 
16 I’ll put you by yourselves, lest you at last 
17 Should prove ad infinitum,2 and eat out 
18 The book that I already am about. 
19 Well, so I did; but yet I did not think 
20 To show to all the world my pen and ink 
21 In such a mode; I only thought to make 

                                                 
1 A plea, an answer; the art of giving a defense for what is being said. 
2 Without end. 
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22 I knew not what: nor did I undertake 
23 Thereby to please my neighbor; no, not I; 
24 I did it my own self to gratify. 
 
25 Neither did I but vacant seasons spend 
26 In this my scribble; nor did I intend 
27 But to divert myself, in doing this, 
28 From worser thoughts, which make me do amiss. 
29 Thus I set pen to paper with delight, 
30 And quickly had my thoughts in black and white; 
31 For having now my method by the end, 
32 Still as I pull’d, it came; and so I penned 
33 It down; until it came at last to be, 
34 For length and breadth, the bigness which you see. 
 
35 Well, when I had thus put mine ends together 
36 I show’d them others, that I might see whether 
37 They would condemn them, or them justify: 
38 And some said, let them live; some, let them die: 
39 Some said, “John, print it”; others said, “Not so”: 
40 Some said, “It might do good”; others said, “No.” 
 
41 Now was I in a strait, and did not see 
42 Which was the best thing to be done by me: 
43 At last I thought, Since ye are thus divided, 
44 I print it will; and so the case decided. 
 
45 For, thought I, some I see would have it done, 
46 Though others in that channel do not run: 
47 To prove, then, who advised for the best, 
48 Thus I thought fit to put it to the test. 
 
49 I further thought, if now I did deny 
50 Those that would have it, thus to gratify; 
51 I did not know, but hinder them I might 
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52 Of that which would to them be great delight. 
53 For those which were not for its coming forth, 
54 I said to them, Offend you, I am loath; 
55 Yet since your brethren pleased with it be, 
56 Forbear to judge, till you do further see. 
 
57 If that thou wilt not read, let it alone; 
58 Some love the meat, some love to pick the bone. 
59 Yea, that I might them better palliate, 
60 I did too with them thus expostulate: 
 
61 May I not write in such a style as this? 
62 In such a method too, and yet not miss 
63 My end-thy good? Why may it not be done? 
64 Dark clouds bring waters, when the bright bring none. 
65 Yea, dark or bright, if they their silver drops 
66 Cause to descend, the earth, by yielding crops, 
67 Gives praise to both, and carpeth not at either, 
68 But treasures up the fruit they yield together; 
69 Yea, so commixes both, that in their fruit 
70 None can distinguish this from that; they suit 
71 Her well when hungry; but if she be full, 
72 She spews out both, and makes their blessing null. 
 
73 You see the ways the fisherman doth take 
74 To catch the fish; what engines doth he make! 
75 Behold how he engageth all his wits; 
76 Also his snares, lines, angles, hooks, and nets: 
77 Yet fish there be, that neither hook nor line, 
78 Nor snare, nor net, nor engine can make thine: 
79 They must be groped for, and be tickled too, 
80 Or they will not be catch’d, whate’er you do. 
 
81 How does the fowler seek to catch his game 
82 By divers means! all which one cannot name. 
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83 His guns, his nets, his lime-twigs, light and bell: 
84 He creeps, he goes, he stands; yea, who can tell 
85 Of all his postures? yet there’s none of these 
86 Will make him master of what fowls he please. 
87 Yea, he must pipe and whistle, to catch this; 
88 Yet if he does so, that bird he will miss. 
89 If that a pearl may in toad’s head dwell, 
90 And may be found too in an oyster-shell; 
91 If things that promise nothing, do contain 
92 What better is than gold; who will disdain, 
93 That have an inkling of it, there to look, 
94 That they may find it. Now my little book, 
95 (Though void of all these paintings that may make 
96 It with this or the other man to take,) 
97 Is not without those things that do excel 
98 What do in brave but empty notions dwell. 
 
99 “Well, yet I am not fully satisfied 
100 That this your book will stand, when soundly tried.” 
 
101 Why, what’s the matter? “It is dark.” What though? 
102 “But it is feigned.” What of that? I trow 
103 Some men by feigned words, as dark as mine, 
104 Make truth to spangle, and its rays to shine. 
105 “But they want solidness.” Speak, man, thy mind. 
106 “They drown the weak; metaphors make us blind.” 
 
107 Solidity, indeed, becomes the pen 
108 Of him that writeth things divine to men: 
109 But must I needs want solidness, because 
110 By metaphors I speak? Were not God’s laws, 
111 His gospel laws, in olden time held forth 
112 By types, shadows, and metaphors? Yet loth 
113 Will any sober man be to find fault 
114 With them, lest he be found for to assault 
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115 The highest wisdom! No, he rather stoops, 
116 And seeks to find out what, by pins and loops, 
117 By calves and sheep, by heifers, and by rams, 
118 By birds and herbs, and by the blood of lambs, 
119 God speaketh to him; and happy is he 
120 That finds the light and grace that in them be. 
 
121 But not too forward, therefore, to conclude 
122 That I want solidness—that I am rude; 
123 All things solid in show, not solid be; 
124 All things in parable despise not we, 
125 Lest things most hurtful lightly we receive, 
126 And things that good are, of our souls bereave. 
127 My dark and cloudy words they do but hold 
128 The truth, as cabinets inclose the gold. 
 
129 The prophets used much by metaphors 
130 To set forth truth: yea, who so considers 
131 Christ, his apostles too, shall plainly see, 
132 That truths to this day in such mantles be. 
 
133 Am I afraid to say, that holy writ, 
134 Which for its style and phrase puts down all wit, 
135 Is everywhere so full of all these things, 
136 Dark figures, allegories? Yet there springs 
137 From that same book, that lustre, and those rays 
138 Of light, that turn our darkest nights to days. 
 
139 Come, let my carper to his life now look, 
140 And find there darker lines than in my book 
141 He findeth any; yea, and let him know, 
142 That in his best things there are worse lines too. 
 
143 May we but stand before impartial men, 
144 To his poor one I durst adventure ten, 
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145 That they will take my meaning in these lines 
146 Far better than his lies in silver shrines. 
147 Come, truth, although in swaddling-clothes, I find 
148 Informs the judgment, rectifies the mind; 
149 Pleases the understanding, makes the will 
150 Submit, the memory too it doth fill 
151 With what doth our imagination please; 
152 Likewise it tends our troubles to appease. 
 
153 Sound words, I know, Timothy is to use, 
154 And old wives’ fables he is to refuse; 
155 But yet grave Paul him nowhere doth forbid 
156 The use of parables, in which lay hid 
157 That gold, those pearls, and precious stones that were 
158 Worth digging for, and that with greatest care. 
 
159 Let me add one word more. O man of God, 
160 Art thou offended? Dost thou wish I had 
161 Put forth my matter in another dress? 
162 Or that I had in things been more express? 
163 Three things let me propound; then I submit 
164 To those that are my betters, as is fit. 
 
165 One, I find not that I am denied the use 
166 Of this my method, so I no abuse 
167 Put on the words, things, readers, or be rude 
168 In handling figure or similitude, 
169 In application; but all that I may 
170 Seek the advance of truth this or that way. 
171 Denied, did I say? Nay, I have leave, 
172 (Example too, and that from them that have 
173 God better pleased, by their words or ways, 
174 Than any man that breatheth now-a-days,) 
175 Thus to express my mind, thus to declare 
176 Things unto thee that excellentest are. 
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177 Two, I find that men as high as trees will write 
178 Dialogue-wise; yet no man doth them slight 
179 For writing so. Indeed, if they abuse 
180 Truth, cursed be they, and the craft they use 
181 To that intent; but yet let truth be free 
182 To make her sallies upon thee and me, 
183 Which way it pleases God: for who knows how, 
184 Better than he that taught us first to plough, 
185 To guide our minds and pens for his designs? 
186 And he makes base things usher in divine. 
 
187 Three, I find that holy writ, in many places, 
188 Hath semblance with this method, where the cases 
189 Do call for one thing to set forth another: 
190 Use it I may then, and yet nothing smother 
191 Truth’s golden beams: nay, by this method may 
192 Make it cast forth its rays as light as day. 
 
193 And now, before I do put up my pen, 
194 I’ll show the profit of my book; and then 
195 Commit both thee and it unto that hand 
196 That pulls the strong down, and makes weak ones stand. 
 
197 This book it chalketh out before thine eyes 
198 The man that seeks the everlasting prize: 
199 It shows you whence he comes, whither he goes, 
200 What he leaves undone; also what he does: 
201 It also shows you how he runs, and runs, 
202 Till he unto the gate of glory comes. 
203 It shows, too, who set out for life amain,3 
204 As if the lasting crown they would obtain; 
205 Here also you may see the reason why 
206 They lose their labor, and like fools do die. 

                                                 
3 With all one’s might; great haste. 
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207 This book will make a traveler of thee, 
208 If by its counsel thou wilt ruled be; 
209 It will direct thee to the Holy Land, 
210 If thou wilt its directions understand 
211 Yea, it will make the slothful active be; 
212 The blind also delightful things to see. 
 
213 Art thou for something rare and profitable? 
214 Or would’st thou see a truth within a fable? 
215 Art thou forgetful? Wouldest thou remember 
216 From New-Year’s day to the last of December? 
217 Then read my fancies; they will stick like burs, 
218 And may be, to the helpless, comforters. 
 
219 This book is writ in such a dialect 
220 As may the minds of listless men affect: 
221 It seems a novelty, and yet contains 
222 Nothing but sound and honest gospel strains. 
 
223 Would’st thou divert thyself from melancholy? 
224 Would’st thou be pleasant, yet be far from folly? 
225 Would’st thou read riddles, and their explanation? 
226 Or else be drowned in thy contemplation? 
227 Dost thou love picking meat? Or would’st thou see 
228 A man i’ the clouds, and hear him speak to thee? 
229 Would’st thou be in a dream, and yet not sleep? 
230 Or would’st thou in a moment laugh and weep? 
231 Would’st thou lose thyself and catch no harm, 
232 And find thyself again without a charm? 
233 Would’st read thyself, and read thou know’st not what, 
234 And yet know whether thou art blest or not, 
235 By reading the same lines? O then come hither, 
236 And lay my book, thy head, and heart together. 

John Bunyan 
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*   *   * 
 
Review  

 

1. Did John Bunyan initially understand the mode, or style of writing he would 
use to produce The Pilgrim’s Progress? (lines 1–6) 
 
 
 

2. What did John begin to write about? (lines 7–10)  
 
  
 

3. What important decision did Bunyan make about his little book? Why? 
(lines 15–20) 
 
 
 

4.  What audience did Bunyan have in mind when he began writing The Pil-
grim’s Progress? (lines 20–25)  
 
 
 

5. When others discovered Bunyan’s little book, what counsel did they give 
him? (lines 35–40) 
 
 
 

6. What three important questions did the author raise? (lines 159–164) 
 

• Question 1:  
 

• Question 2:  
 

• Question 3:  
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7. What three things did the author propound? (lines 165–170)  
 

• First, 
 
  

• Second, 
 

 
• Third,  

 
 
 

8. According to Bunyan, what is the profit of his little book? (lines 195–210) 
 

•  
 
  

•  
 
 

•  
 
 

 
9. How will the narrative affect the reader? (lines 213–218) 

 
 
 
 
Reflection and Discussion  
1. Though not divinely inspired in the same sense Scripture is God-breathed, 

how did the experience of John Bunyan parallel the experience of Jude? 
Study Jude 3.  
 



The Author’s Apology for His Book 
 

xxxiii 

 

2. How can the imagination of Christians be enhanced by the Word and by 
the Scripture for the glory of God, and the good of the Church?4 

 
3. Have you ever had a mystical experience that brought you closer to the 

Lord? Please share.  
 

4. Comment on Bunyan’s words, “My end—thy good.” What was he saying?5  
 

5. Have you ever said, written, or done something that had a surprising posi-
tive impact on many others? Please share.  

 
6. What methods do you employ in evangelism? Why?6  

 
7. What are the marks, or characterizations of the person who seeks out the 

everlasting prize? Be specific.  
 

8. The Author’s Apology raised many rhetorical questions. Is there a particu-
lar question that captured your attention? Please share which questio, and 
why you have been challenged by it.  

 
 
 
Personal Application  
  

1. Be sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit within the framework of 
the Word of God. The Spirit never leads anyone to do something contrary 
to Scripture.  
 

                                                 
4 Consider. The sanctified imagination of John Bunyan, Milton, George MacDonald, J. R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, 
and many other Christians has been used by the Lord to make spiritual truths come alive.  
5 Consider. Sometimes people do something that proves to be for the good of others, even when they do not 
mean for that to happen. The story of the brothers of Joseph illustrates this truth. “But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Gen. 
50:20). Sometimes a child of God has the objective of being a blessing to others for their good. Jesus endured 
the cross that He might bring many sons to glory. Study Hebrews 2:10. 
6 Consider. Study lines 75–85 which speaks of the methods of the fisherman and the fowler.  
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2. Do not hesitate to use a sanctified imagination in presenting the gospel, but 
make sure every thought is brought into captivity for Christ. Study 2 Corin-
thians 10:5. 

 
3. Study the questions in the Bible. Meditate on any spiritual truth that comes 

to mind. Here are a few examples: 
  

QUESTION: “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou?” (Gen. 3:9) 
  

QUESTION: “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Phi-
lippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I 
the Son of man am?” (Matt. 16:13) 

 

QUESTION: “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go 
away?” (John 6:67) 

 
4. Meditate on God’s Word, and write down any thoughts the Holy Spirit 

brings to your mind about a particular text.  
 

5. When you study the Scriptures, remember to ask after each section the fol-
lowing questions: Who? When? Where? Why? How?  
 

6. Be grateful for the dark clouds of life, for they bring water and spiritual re-
newal. There are some lessons of life that can only be learned through pain 
and suffering.  

 

 
 
Heartwork  
  

1. I would like to be a happier Christian.       T ____ F ____ 
 

2. I would like to be a more pleasant believer.     T ____ F ____ 
 
3. I long to be kept from foolishness and to be more holy.  T ____ F ____ 
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4. I do not like riddles, nor do I seek to understand them.  T ____ F ____ 
 

5. I am a person given to depression in my contemplations.  T ____ F ____ 
 

6. I am happy and content with the “milk” of God’s Word, but not with the 
“meat” of God’s Word.          T ____ F ____ 

 
7. I long for the Lord to speak to my heart directly and personally by His Spirit 

and in His Word.            T ____ F ____ 
 
8. I want to be a wide-awake Christian and enjoy all the wonderful life God 

has for me.             T ____ F ____ 
 
9. I am an emotional person. One moment I laugh, and the next moment I 

weep.               T ____ F ____  
 
10. I want to contend for the Christian faith, but to do so without be conten-

tious.               T ____ F ____ 
 
11. I do not care if I offend other people.       T ____ F ____  
 
12. I love the “meat” of God’s Word.        T ____ F ____ 
 
13. I am a pessimist by nature.         T ____ F ____ 
 
 
 
Memory Work 
  

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver” (Prov. 25:11). 



 
 



1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The First Stage 
 
 

s I walked through the wilderness of this world, I lighted on a certain place 
where was a den,1 and laid me down in that place to sleep; and as I slept, 

I dreamed a dream. I dreamed, and behold, I saw a man clothed with rags, stand-
ing in a certain place, with his face from his own house, a book in his hand, and 
a great burden upon his back (Isa. 64:6; Luke 14:33; Ps. 38:4). I looked and saw 
him open the book, and read therein; and as he read, he wept and trembled; and 
not being able longer to contain, he brake out with a lamentable cry, saying, 
“What shall I do?” (Acts 2:37; 16:30; Hab. 1:2–3). 

In this plight, therefore, he went home, and restrained himself as long as he 
could, that his wife and children should not perceive his distress; but he could 
not be silent long, because that his trouble increased. Wherefore at length he 
brake his mind to his wife and children; and thus he began to talk to them: “O, 
my dear wife,” said he, “and you the children of my bowels, I, your dear friend, 
am in myself undone by reason of a burden that lieth hard upon me; moreover, 
I am certainly informed that this our city will be burnt with fire from heaven; in 
which fearful overthrow, both myself, with thee my wife, and you my sweet 
babes, shall miserably come to ruin, except (the which yet I see not) some way 
of escape can be found whereby we may be delivered.” At this his relations were 
sore amazed; not for that they believed that what he had said to them was true, 
but because they thought that some frenzy distemper had got into his head; 
therefore, it drawing towards night, and they hoping that sleep might settle his 
brains, with all haste they got him to bed. But the night was as troublesome to 
him as the day; wherefore, instead of sleeping, he spent it in sighs and tears. So 

                                                 
1 Bedford jail, in which John Bunyan was imprisoned for conscience’ sake. 

A 
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when the morning was come, they would know how he did. He told them, 
“Worse and worse:” he also set to talking to them again; but they began to be 
hardened. They also thought to drive away his distemper by harsh and surly car-
riage to him; sometimes they would deride, sometimes they would chide, and 
sometimes they would quite neglect him. Wherefore he began to retire himself 
to his chamber to pray for and pity them, and also to condole his own misery; he 
would also walk solitarily in the fields, sometimes reading, and sometimes pray-
ing: and thus for some days he spent his time. 

Now I saw, upon a time, when he was walking in the fields, that he was (as 
he was included to do) reading in his book, and greatly distressed in his mind; 
and as he read, he burst out, as he had done before, crying, “What shall I do to 
be saved?” (Acts 16:30–31). 

I saw also that he looked this way, and that way, as if he would run; yet he 
stood still because (as I perceived) he could not tell which way to go. I looked 
then, and saw a man named Evangelist coming to him, and he asked, “Wherefore 
dost thou cry?” 

He answered, “Sir, I perceive, by the book in my hand, that I am condemned 
to die, and after that to come to judgment (Heb. 9:27); and I find that I am not 
willing to do the first (Job 10: 21–22), nor able to do the second” (Ezek. 22:14). 

Then said Evangelist, “Why not willing to die, since this life is attended with 
so many evils?” The man answered, “Because, I fear that this burden that is upon 
my back will sink me lower than the grave, and I shall fall into Tophet (Isa. 
30:33). And Sir, if I be not fit to go to prison, I am not fit to go to judgment, and 
from thence to execution; and the thoughts of these things make me cry.” 

Then said Evangelist, “If this be thy condition, why standest thou still?” He 
answered, “Because I know not whither to go.” Then he gave him a parchment 
roll, and there was written within, “Fly from the wrath to come” (Matt. 3:7). 

The man therefore read it, and looking upon Evangelist very carefully, said, 
“Whither must I fly?” Then said Evangelist (pointing with his finger over a very 
wide field), “Do you see yonder wicket-gate?” (Matt. 7:13–14). The man said, 
“No.” Then said the other, “Do you see yonder shining light?” (Ps. 119:105; 2 
Pet. 1:19). He said, “I think I do.” Then said Evangelist, “Keep that light in your 
eye, and go up directly thereto, so shalt thou see the gate; at which, when thou 
knockest, it shall be told thee what thou shalt do.” So I saw in my dream that the 
man began to run. Now he had not run far from his own door when his wife and 
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children, perceiving it, began to cry after him to return; but the man put his fin-
gers in his ears, and ran on crying, Life! Life! Eternal life! (Luke 14:26). So he 
looked not behind him (Gen. 19:17) but fled towards the middle of the plain. 

The neighbors also came out to see him run (Jer. 20:10); and as he ran, some 
mocked, others threatened, and some cried after him to return; and among 
those that did so, there were two that were resolved to fetch him back by force. 
The name of the one was Obstinate and the name of the other Pliable. Now by 
this time the man was got a good distance from them; but, however, they were 
resolved to pursue him, which they did, and in a little time they overtook him. 
Then said the man, “Neighbors, wherefore are you come?” They said, “To per-
suade you to go back with us.” But he said, “That can by no means be: you 
dwell,” said he, “in the city of Destruction, the place also where I was born: I see 
it to be so; and dying there, sooner or later, you will sink lower than the grave, 
into a place that burns with fire and brimstone: be content, good neighbors, and 
go along with me.” 

OBSTINATE: What, said Obstinate, and leave our friends and our comforts 
behind us! 

CHRISTIAN: Yes, said Christian (for that was his name), because that all 
which you forsake is not worthy to be compared with a little of that I am seeking 
to enjoy (2 Cor. 4:18); and if you will go along with me, and hold it, you shall 
fare as I myself; for there, where I go, is enough and to spare (Luke 15:17). 
Come away, and prove my words. 

OBSTINATE: What are the things you seek, since you leave all the world to 
find them? 

CHRISTIAN: I seek an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away (1 Pet. 1:4); and it is laid up in heaven, and safe there (Heb. 11:16), to 
be bestowed, at the time appointed, on them that diligently seek it. Read it so, if 
you will, in my book. 

OBSTINATE: Tush, said Obstinate, away with your book; will you go back 
with us or no? 

CHRISTIAN: No, not I, said the other, because I have laid my hand to the 
plough (Luke 9:62). 
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OBSTINATE: Come then, neighbor Pliable, let us turn again, and go home 
without him: there is a company of these crazy-headed coxcombs,2 that when 
they take a fancy by the end, are wiser in their own eyes than seven men that can 
render a reason. 

PLIABLE: Then said Pliable, Don’t revile; if what the good Christian says is 
true, the things he looks after are better than ours: my heart inclines to go with 
my neighbor. 

OBSTINATE: What, more fools still! Be ruled by me, and go back; who knows 
whither such a brain-sick fellow will lead you? Go back, go back, and be wise. 

CHRISTIAN: Nay, but do thou come with thy neighbor Pliable; there are 
such things to be had which I spoke of, and many more glories besides. If you 
believe not me, read here in this book, and for the truth of what is expressed 
therein, behold, all is confirmed by the blood of Him that made it (Heb. 9:17–
21). 

PLIABLE: Well, neighbor Obstinate, said Pliable, I begin to come to a point; 
I intend to go along with this good man, and to cast in my lot with him: but, my 
good companion, do you know the way to this desired place? 

CHRISTIAN: I am directed by a man whose name is Evangelist, to speed me 
to a little gate that is before us, where we shall receive instructions about the way. 

PLIABLE: Come then, good neighbor, let us be going. Then they went both 
together. 

OBSTINATE: And I will go back to my place, said Obstinate: I will be no com-
panion of such misled, fantastical fellows. 

Now I saw in my dream, that when Obstinate was gone back, Christian and 
Pliable went talking over the plain; and thus they began their discourse. 

CHRISTIAN: Come, neighbor Pliable, how do you do? I am glad you are per-
suaded to go along with me. Had even Obstinate himself but felt what I have felt 
of the powers and terrors of what is yet unseen, he would not thus lightly have 
given us the back. 

PLIABLE: Come, neighbor Christian, since there are none but us two here, 
tell me now farther, what the things are, and how to be enjoyed, whither we are 
going. 

                                                 
2 Vain and deceitful people. 
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CHRISTIAN: I can better conceive of them with my mind, than speak of them 
with my tongue: but yet, since you are desirous to know, I will read of them in 
my book. 

PLIABLE: And do you think that the words of your book are certainly true? 
CHRISTIAN: Yes, verily; for it was made by Him that cannot lie (Titus 1:2). 
PLIABLE: Well said; what things are they? 
CHRISTIAN: There is an endless kingdom to be inhabited, and everlasting 

life to be given us, that we may inhabit that kingdom forever (Isa. 65:17; John 
10: 27–29). 

PLIABLE: Well said; and what else? 
CHRISTIAN: There are crowns of glory to be given us; and garments that will 

make us shine like the sun in the firmament of heaven (2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 
22:5; Matt. 13:43). 

PLIABLE: This is very pleasant; and what else? 
CHRISTIAN: There shall be no more crying, nor sorrow; for he that is owner 

of the place will wipe all tears from our eyes (Isa. 25:8; Rev 7:16–17; 21:4). 
PLIABLE: And what company shall we have there? 
CHRISTIAN: There we shall be with seraphims and cherubims (Isa. 6:2; 1 

Thess. 4:16–17; Rev. 5:11); creatures that will dazzle your eyes to look on them. 
There also you shall meet with thousands and ten thousands that have gone be-
fore us to that place; none of them are hurtful, but loving and holy; every one 
walking in the sight of God, and standing in his presence with acceptance for 
ever. In a word, there we shall see the elders with their golden crowns (Rev. 4:4); 
there we shall see the holy virgins with their golden harps (Rev. 14:1–5); there 
we shall see men, that by the world were cut in pieces, burnt in flames, eaten of 
beasts, drowned in the seas, for the love they bare to the Lord of the place (John 
12:25); all well, and clothed with immortality as with a garment (2 Cor. 5:2). 

PLIABLE: The hearing of this is enough to ravish one’s heart. But are these 
things to be enjoyed? How shall we get to be sharers thereof? 

CHRISTIAN: The Lord, the governor of the country, hath recorded that in 
this book (Isa. 55:1–2; John 6:37; 7:37; Rev. 21:6; 22:17); the substance of 
which is, if we be truly willing to have it, he will bestow it upon us freely. 

PLIABLE: Well, my good companion, glad am I to hear of these things: come 
on, let us mend our pace. 
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CHRISTIAN: I cannot go as fast as I would, by reason of this burden that is 
on my back. 

Now I saw in my dream, that just as they had ended this talk, they drew nigh 
to a very miry slough3 that was in the midst of the plain: and they being heedless, 
did both fall suddenly into the bog. The name of the slough was Despond. Here, 
therefore, they wallowed for a time, being grievously bedaubed with the dirt; 
and Christian, because of the burden that was on his back, began to sink in the 
mire. 

PLIABLE: Then said Pliable, Ah, neighbor Christian, where are you now? 
CHRISTIAN: Truly, said Christian, I do not know. 
PLIABLE: At this Pliable began to be offended, and angrily said to his fellow, 

Is this the happiness you have told me all this while of? If we have such ill speed 
at our first setting out, what may we expect between this and our journey’s end? 
May I get out again with my life, you shall possess the brave country alone for 
me. And with that he gave a desperate struggle or two, and got out of the mire 
on that side of the slough which was next to his own house: so away he went, 
and Christian saw him no more. 

Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the Slough of Despond alone; but 
still he endeavored to struggle to that side of the slough that was farthest from 
his own house, and next to the wicket-gate; the which he did, but could not get 
out because of the burden that was upon his back: but I beheld in my dream, 
that a man came to him, whose name was Help, and asked him what he did there. 

CHRISTIAN: Sir, said Christian, I was bid to go this way by a man called 
Evangelist, who directed me also to yonder gate that I might escape the wrath to 
come. And as I was going there, I fell in here. 

HELP: But why did not you look for the steps? 
CHRISTIAN: Fear followed me so hard that I fled the next way, and fell in. 
HELP: Then, said he, Give me thine hand: so he gave him his hand, and he 

drew him out (Ps. 40:2), and he set him upon sound ground, and bid him go on 
his way. 

Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, and said, “Sir, wherefore, since 
over this place is the way from the city of Destruction to yonder gate, is it, that 
this plot of land is not mended, that poor travelers might go toward that place 

                                                 
3 Or swamp. 
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with more security?” And he said unto me, “This miry slough is such a place as 
cannot be mended: it is the descent whither the scum and filth that attends con-
viction for sin doth continually run, and therefore it is called the Slough of De-
spond; for still, as the sinner is awakened about his lost condition, there arise in 
his soul many fears and doubts, and discouraging apprehensions, which all of 
them get together, and settle in this place: and this is the reason of the badness 
of this ground. 

“It is not the pleasure of the King that this place should remain so bad (Isa. 
35:3–4). His laborers also have, by the direction of his Majesty’s surveyors, been 
for above this sixteen hundred years employed about this patch of ground, if 
perhaps it might have been mended: yea, and to my knowledge,” said he, “there 
have been swallowed up at least twenty thousand cart loads, yea, millions of 
wholesome instructions, that have at all seasons been brought from all places of 
the King’s dominions (and they that can tell, say, they are the best materials to 
make good ground of the place), if so be it might have been mended; but it is 
the Slough of Despond still, and so will be when they have done what they can. 

“True, there are, by the direction of the Lawgiver, certain good and substan-
tial steps, placed even through the very midst of this slough; but at such time as 
this place doth much spew out its filth, as it doth against change of weather, these 
steps are hardly seen; or if they be, men, through the dizziness of their heads, 
step beside, and then they are bemired to purpose, notwithstanding the steps be 
there: but the ground is good when they are once got in at the gate” (1 Sam. 
12:23). 

Now I saw in my dream that by this time Pliable was got home to his house. 
So his neighbors came to visit him; and some of them called him wise man for 
coming back, and some called him fool for hazarding himself with Christian: 
others again did mock at his cowardliness, saying, “Surely, since you began to 
venture, I would not have been so base as to have given out for a few difficulties:” 
so Pliable sat sneaking among them. But at last he got more confidence, and then 
they all turned their tales, and began to deride poor Christian behind his back. 
And thus much concerning Pliable. 

Now as Christian was walking solitary by himself, he espied one afar off 
come crossing over the field to meet him; and their hap was to meet just as they 
were crossing the way of each other. The gentleman’s name that met him was 
Mr. Worldly Wiseman: he dwelt in the town of Carnal Policy, a very great town, 
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and also hard by from whence Christian came. This man then, meeting with 
Christian, and having some inkling of him (for Christian’s setting forth from the 
city of Destruction was much noised abroad, not only in the town where he 
dwelt, but also it began to be the town-talk in some other places)—Mr. Worldly 
Wiseman, therefore, having some guess of him, by beholding his laborious go-
ing, by observing his sighs and groans, and the like, began thus to enter into 
some talk with Christian. 

MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: How now, good fellow, where are you going after 
this burdened manner? 

CHRISTIAN: A burdened manner indeed, as ever I think poor creature had! 
And whereas you ask me where I am going. I tell you, sir, I am going to yonder 
wicket-gate before me; for there, as I am informed, I shall be put into a way to be 
rid of my heavy burden. 

MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: Hast thou a wife and children? 
CHRISTIAN: Yes; but I am so laden with this burden, that I cannot take that 

pleasure in them as formerly: methinks I am as if I had none (1 Cor. 7:29). 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: Wilt thou hearken to me, if I give thee counsel? 
CHRISTIAN: If it be good, I will; for I stand in need of good counsel. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: I would advise thee, then, that thou with all speed 

get thyself rid of thy burden; for thou wilt never be settled in thy mind till then: 
nor canst thou enjoy the benefits of the blessings which God hath bestowed 
upon thee till then. 

CHRISTIAN: That is that which I seek for, even to be rid of this heavy burden: 
but get it off myself I cannot, nor is there any man in our country that can take it 
off my shoulders; therefore am I going this way, as I told you, that I may be rid 
of my burden. 

MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: Who bid thee go this way to be rid of thy burden? 
CHRISTIAN: A man that appeared to me to be a very great and honorable 

person: his name, as I remember, is Evangelist. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: I beshrew4 him for his counsel! There is not a 

more dangerous and troublesome way in the world than is that into which he 
hath directed thee; and that thou shalt find, if thou wilt be ruled by his counsel. 
Thou hast met with something, as I perceive, already; for I see the dirt of the 

                                                 
4 Wish a curse to. 
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Slough of Despond is upon thee: but that slough is the beginning of the sorrows 
that do attend those that go on in that way. Hear me; I am older than thou: thou 
art like to meet with, in the way which thou goest, wearisomeness, painfulness, 
hunger, perils, nakedness, sword, lions, dragons, darkness, and, in a word, death, 
and what not. These things are certainly true, having been confirmed by many 
testimonies. And should a man so carelessly cast away himself, by giving heed to 
a stranger? 

CHRISTIAN: Why, sir, this burden on my back is more terrible to me than 
are all these things which you have mentioned: nay, methinks I care not what I 
meet with in the way, if so be I can also meet with deliverance from my burden. 

MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: How camest thou by thy burden at first? 
CHRISTIAN: By reading this book in my hand. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: I thought so; and it has happened unto thee as to 

other weak men, who, meddling with things too high for them, do suddenly fall 
into thy distractions; which distractions do not only unman men, as thine I per-
ceive have done thee, but they run them upon desperate ventures, to obtain they 
know not what. 

CHRISTIAN: I know what I would obtain; it is ease from my heavy burden. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: But why wilt thou seek for ease this way, seeing 

so many dangers attend it? Especially since (hadst thou but patience to hear me) 
I could direct thee to the obtaining of what thou desirest, without the dangers 
that thou in this way wilt run thyself into. Yea, and the remedy is at hand. Be-
sides, I will add, that instead of those dangers, thou shalt meet with much safety, 
friendship, and content. 

CHRISTIAN: Sir, I pray open this secret to me. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: Why, in yonder village (the village is named Mo-

rality) there dwells a gentleman whose name is Legality, a very judicious man, 
and a man of a very good name, that has skill to help men off with such burdens 
as thine is from their shoulders; yea to my knowledge, he hath done a great deal 
of good this way; aye, and besides, he hath skill to cure those that are somewhat 
crazed in their wits with their burdens. To him, as I said, thou mayest go, and be 
helped presently. His house is not quite a mile from this place; and if he should 
not be at home himself, he hath a pretty young man to his son, whose name is 
Civility, that can do it (to speak on) as well as the old gentleman himself: there, 
I say, thou mayest be eased of thy burden; and if thou art not minded to go back 
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to thy former habitation, (as indeed I would not wish thee,) thou mayest send 
for thy wife and children to this village, where there are houses now standing 
empty, one of which thou mayest have at a reasonable rate: provision is there 
also cheap and good; and that which will make thy life the more happy is, to be 
sure there thou shalt live by honest neighbors, in credit and good fashion. 

Now was Christian somewhat at a stand; but presently he concluded, If this 
be true which this gentleman hath said, my wisest course is to take his advice: 
and with that he thus farther spake. 

CHRISTIAN: Sir, which is my way to this honest man’s house? 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: Do you see yonder high hill? 
CHRISTIAN: Yes, very well. 
MR. WORLDLY WISEMAN: By that hill you must go, and the first house you 

come at is his. 
So Christian turned out of his way to go to Mr. Legality’s house for help: but, 

behold, when he was got now hard by the hill, it seemed so high, and also that 
side of it that was next the way-side did hang so much over, that Christian was 
afraid to venture further, lest the hill should fall on his head; wherefore there he 
stood still, and wotted not what to do. Also his burden now seemed heavier to 
him than while he was in his way. There came also flashes of fire (Exod. 
19:16, 18), out of the hill, that made Christian afraid that he should be burnt: 
here therefore he did sweat and quake for fear (Heb. 12:21). And now he began 
to be sorry that he had taken Mr. Worldly Wiseman’s counsel; and with that he 
saw Evangelist coming to meet him, at the sight also of whom he began to blush 
for shame. So Evangelist drew nearer and nearer; and coming up to him, he 
looked upon him, with a severe and dreadful countenance, and thus began to 
reason with Christian. 

EVANGELIST: What doest thou here, Christian? said he: at which words 
Christian knew not what to answer; wherefore at present he stood speechless 
before him. Then said Evangelist farther, Art not thou the man that I found cry-
ing without the walls of the city of Destruction? 

CHRISTIAN: Yes, dear sir, I am the man. 
EVANGELIST: Did not I direct thee the way to the little wicket-gate? 
CHRISTIAN: Yes, dear sir, said Christian. 
EVANGELIST: How is it then thou art so quickly turned aside? For thou art 

now out of the way. 
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CHRISTIAN: I met with a gentleman so soon as I had got over the Slough of 
Despond, who persuaded me that I might, in the village before me, find a man 
that could take off my burden. 

EVANGELIST: What was he? 
CHRISTIAN: He looked like a gentleman, and talked much to me, and got 

me at last to yield: so I came hither; but when I beheld this hill, and how it hangs 
over the way, I suddenly made a stand, lest it should fall on my head. 

EVANGELIST: What said that gentleman to you? 
CHRISTIAN: Why, he asked me whither I was going; and I told him. 
EVANGELIST: And what said he then? 
CHRISTIAN: He asked me if I had a family; and I told him. But, said I, I am 

so laden with the burden that is on my back, that I cannot take pleasure in them 
as formerly. 

EVANGELIST: And what said he then? 
CHRISTIAN: He bid me with speed get rid of my burden; and I told him it 

was ease that I sought. And, said I, I am therefore going to yonder gate, to receive 
farther direction how I may get to the place of deliverance. So he said that he 
would show me a better way, and short, not so attended with difficulties as the 
way, sir, that you set me in; which way, said he, will direct you to a gentleman’s 
house that hath skill to take off these burdens: so I believed him, and turned out 
of that way into this, if haply I might be soon eased of my burden. But when I 
came to this place, and beheld things as they are, I stopped, for fear (as I said) of 
danger: but I now know not what to do. 

EVANGELIST: Then said Evangelist, Stand still a little, that I show thee the 
words of God. So he stood trembling. Then said Evangelist, “See that ye refuse 
not Him that speaketh; for if they escaped not who refused him that spake on 
earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh 
from heaven” (Heb. 12:25). He said, moreover, “Now the just shall live by faith; 
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Heb. 10:38). 
He also did thus apply them: Thou art the man that art running into this misery; 
thou hast begun to reject the counsel of the Most High, and to draw back thy 
foot from the way of peace, even almost to the hazarding of thy perdition. 

Then Christian fell down at his feet as dead, crying, Woe is me, for I am un-
done! At the sight of which Evangelist caught him by the right hand, saying, “All 
manner of sin and blasphemies shall be forgiven unto men” (Matt. 12:31). “Be 
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not faithless, but believing” (John 20:27). Then did Christian again a little re-
vive, and stood up trembling, as at first, before Evangelist. 

Then Evangelist proceeded, saying, Give more earnest heed to the things 
that I shall tell thee of. I will now show thee who it was that deluded thee, and 
who it was also to whom he sent thee. The man that met thee is one Worldly 
Wiseman, and rightly is he so called; partly because he savoreth only the doc-
trine of this world (1 John 4:5), (therefore he always goes to the town of Moral-
ity to church;) and partly because he loveth that doctrine best, for it saveth him 
best from the cross (Gal. 6:12): and because he is of this carnal temper, there-
fore he seeketh to pervert my ways, though right. Now there are three things in 
this man’s counsel that thou must utterly abhor. 

1. His turning thee out of the way. 
2. His laboring to render the cross odious to thee. 
3. And his setting thy feet in that way that leadeth unto the administration 

of death. 
First, Thou must abhor his turning thee out of the way; yea, and thine own 

consenting thereto; because this is to reject the counsel of God for the sake of 
the counsel of a Worldly Wiseman. The Lord says, “Strive to enter in at the 
straight gate” (Luke 13:24), the gate to which I send thee; “for strait is the gate 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13–14). From this 
little wicket-gate, and from the way thereto, hath this wicked man turned thee, 
to the bringing of thee almost to destruction: hate, therefore, his turning thee 
out of the way, and abhor thyself for hearkening to him. 

Secondly, Thou must abhor his laboring to render the cross odious unto 
thee; for thou art to prefer it before the treasures of Egypt (Heb. 11:25–26). Be-
sides, the King of glory hath told thee, that he that will save his life shall lose it. 
And he that comes after him, and hates not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be his 
disciple (Mark 8:38; John 12:25; Matt. 10:39; Luke 14:26). I say, therefore, for 
a man to labor to persuade thee that that shall be thy death, without which, the 
truth hath said, thou canst not have eternal life, this doctrine thou must abhor. 

Thirdly, Thou must hate his setting of thy feet in the way that leadeth to the 
administration of death. And for this thou must consider to whom he sent thee, 
and also how unable that person was to deliver thee from thy burden. 
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He to whom thou wast sent for ease, being by name Legality, is the son of 
the bond-woman which now is, and is in bondage with her children (Gal. 4:21–
27), and is, in a mystery, this Mount Sinai, which thou hast feared will fall on thy 
head. Now if she with her children are in bondage, how canst thou expect by 
them to be made free? This Legality, therefore, is not able to set thee free from 
thy burden. No man was as yet ever rid of his burden by him; no, nor ever is like 
to be: ye cannot be justified by the works of the law; for by the deeds of the law 
no man living can be rid of his burden: Therefore, Mr. Worldly Wiseman is an 
alien, and Mr. Legality is a cheat; and for his son Civility, notwithstanding his 
simpering looks, he is but a hypocrite, and cannot help thee. Believe me, there is 
nothing in all this noise that thou hast heard of these sottish men, but a design 
to beguile thee of thy salvation, by turning thee from the way in which I had set 
thee. After this, Evangelist called aloud to the heavens for confirmation of what 
he had said; and with that there came words and fire out of the mountain under 
which poor Christian stood, which made the hair of his flesh stand up. The 
words were pronounced: “As many as are of the works of the law, are under the 
curse; for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them” (Gal. 3:10). 

Now Christian looked for nothing but death, and began to cry out lamenta-
bly; even cursing the time in which he met with Mr. Worldly Wiseman; still call-
ing himself a thousand fools for hearkening to his counsel. He also was greatly 
ashamed to think that this gentleman’s arguments, flowing only from the flesh, 
should have the prevalency with him so far as to cause him to forsake the right 
way. This done, he applied himself again to Evangelist in words and sense as 
follows. 

CHRISTIAN: Sir, what think you? Is there any hope? May I now go back, and 
go up to the wicket-gate? Shall I not be abandoned for this, and sent back from 
thence ashamed? I am sorry I have hearkened to this man’s counsel; but may my 
sin be forgiven? 

EVANGELIST: Then said Evangelist to him, Thy sin is very great, for by it 
thou hast committed two evils: thou hast forsaken the way that is good, to tread 
in forbidden paths. Yet will the man at the gate receive thee, for he has good-will 
for men; only, said he, take heed that thou turn not aside again, lest thou “perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little” (Ps. 2:12). 
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*   *   * 
 
Review  
  

1. When Bunyan laid down to sleep, he dreamed a dream, and saw a man. De-
scribe the man in the dream.5  
 
 
 

2. What happened when the Man, whose name became Christian, opened the 
Book and read therein?  
 
  
 

3. After returning home what did Christian share with his family?  
 
  
 

4. Whom did Christian see coming to help him?  
 
  
 

5. What was the counsel of Evangelist?  
 
  
 

6. What did Christian do after listening to the counsel of Evangelist? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 Consider. The Man in the Dream was named Graceless at his birth, and remained that until he was given a 
new name, Christian.  
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7. Briefly identify the behavior of the following characters as they are initially 
presented in The First Stage.  
 

• Obstinate:  
 
 

• Christian:  
 
 

• Pliable:  
 
 
 
 

8. What is the confirmation of the New Testament Covenant with its prom-
ises and spiritual provisions?  
 
  

 

9. According to Christian, why did Obstinate return to the City of Destruc-
tion?  
 
  
 

10. What did Pliable want Christian to inform him?  
 
  
 

11. List 8 things Christian finds in the Book to be at the end of the journey he 
and Pliable are on.  
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12. Why could Christian not quicken the pace of the journey as Pliable was ea-
ger to do?  
 
  
 

13. What happened as Christian and Pliable carelessly talked and walked?  
 
  
 

14. Describe the response of Pliable and Christian to their sudden situation in 
the Slough of Despond. What happened?  
 

• Pliable: 
 
 

• Christian:  
 
 
 
 

15. Why was it so difficult for Christian to get out of the Slough of Despond? 
 
  
 

16. What did Help ask Christian when he came to rescue Christian? 
 
 
 

17. What answer did Christian give? 
 
  
 

18. Describe the Slough of Despond.  
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19. What three things happened when Pliable returned home?  
 

•   
 
 

•   
 
 

•   
 
 
 
 

20. What reason did Christian give to Mr. Worldly Wiseman for going to the 
Wicket Gate?  
 
  
 

21. What counsel did Mr. Worldly Wiseman offer Christian?  
 
  
 

22. What are some challenges that might be faced in the Christian’s life? What 
challenges did Mr. Worldly Wiseman note?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

23.  What advantages were suggested to Christian if he would only listen to the 
counsel of Mr. Worldly Wiseman? 
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24. After deciding to follow the counsel of Mr. Worldly Wiseman, what did 
Christian discover?  
 

• First,  
 
 

• Second,  
 
 

• Third,  
 
 

• Fourth,  
 
 

• Fifth, 
 
  

• Sixth,  
 
 
 
 

25. What did Evangelist instruct Christian to do in order to recover from his 
foolishness in listening to, and following the counsel of Mr. Worldly Wise-
man?  
 

• First,  
 
 

• Second,  
 
 

• Third,  
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• Fourth,  
 
 

• Fifth,  
 
 
 
 

26. What three things in the counsel of Mr. Worldly Wiseman was Christian to 
utterly abhor.6 
 

•   
 
 

•   
 
 

•   
 
 
 
 

27. What did Evangelist call Mr. Worldly Wiseman, Mr. Legality, and his son 
Civility?  
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
6 Consider. False doctrine is not simply to be avoided; it is to be utterly abhorred. “But this thou hast, that thou 
hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God. And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, 
which was dead, and is alive” (Rev. 2:6–8). 
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Reflection and Discussion  
  

1. For what reason, if any, would you be willing to be imprisoned? Why?  
  

• Would you be willing to go to jail for meeting to worship the Lord, 
despite a federal or state law forbidding congregations to assem-
ble? 

• Would you be willing to go to jail for protesting abortion?  
• Would you be willing to go to jail for preaching the gospel on a 

street corner?  
• Would you be willing to go to jail for refusing to surrender your 

Bible to government authorities?  
• Would you be willing to go to jail for sharing the biblical teaching 

about homosexuality?  
• Would you be willing to go to jail for witnessing in public despite 

legal prohibition against sharing one’s Christian faith? 
 

2. Have you ever been in a jail, or prison, for your Christian faith? Please share.  
 

3. Would you agree that the condition of the Natural Man, the Fleshly Man, 
the Carnal Man, the Unconverted Man is deplorable? Why?  

 
4. Who, or what, did the Lord use to direct you to Christ?  

 
5. If someone were to ask you, “What shall I do to be saved?” how would you 

respond?  
 

6. Why are so many non-Christians amazed at the idea of an impending judg-
ment on the world, and the utter ruin of their souls?  

 
7. How do people try to placate the emotional appeal of Christians to repent 

and be saved? 
 

8. Do you know someone who is hardened to the gospel? What should be 
done with such a person?  
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9. Are you afraid to die? Why or why not?  
 

10. Has anyone ever tried to stop you from doing what you knew was right? 
What was the result?  
 

11. Have you ever known anyone who was obstinate?  
 

12. One of the ironies of Obstinate in the narrative is that he accuses Christian 
of thinking he is wiser in his own eyes, “than seven men that can render a 
reason.” What are some other charges against Christians that really reflect 
the attitude and thoughts of the unregenerate?7  

 
13. Have you ever known someone who was pliable, or easily influenced?  

 
14. Can you think of any Biblical personality who forsook the gospel after be-

ginning well? Study 2 Timothy 4:10. 
 

15. Are you in a personal slough, or place of despondency? What has put you 
there? Be specific.  
 

16. Is it possible for a person to be converted without going to Mount Sinai and 
feeling the weight of transgressing the Law of God? Defend your answer 
from Scripture.  

 
17. Did God send you an Evangelist to converse with prior to your salvation? 

Please share.  
 

18. Have you ever fallen into the Slough of Despond? How did you get out?  
 

19. Because it is the will of the Lord, how can you help someone who is in the 
Slough of Despond?   

                                                 
7 Consider. The world is extremely judgmental, and yet accuses Christians of being homophobic, xenophobic, 
narrow-minded, and bigoted. The world is fanatical in its commitment to the theory of evolution, the slaughter 
of the unborn through abortion, and its promotion of so-called “Gay Rights.” Nevertheless, it has the audacity 
to charge the Church with extremism.  
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20. What is your opinion of a pliable person? Why?  
 

21. Was the counsel of Mr. Worldly Wiseman good counsel? Why?  
 

22. Is the counsel of the “wise men” (or “experts”) of this world effective? Why 
are the ideas of worldly wisemen so appealing?  

 
23. Have you ever listened to the advice of worldly counsel only to discover that 

you regret having embraced it? Please share.  
  

• The counsel of the world is to marry a person of your choice, even 
if they are not a Christian, and do not share the same values.  

• The counsel of the world is to embrace the agenda of the homo-
sexual community.  

• The counsel of the world is to kill the baby through abortion if you 
are not ready to have a child.  

• The counsel of the world is to pursue health, wealth, fame, and for-
tune. “God wants us to prosper financially, to have plenty of 
money, to fulfill the destiny He has laid out for us” (Joel Osteen).   

• The counsel of the world is to tolerate of every religion and politi-
cal ideology no matter how evil it may prove to be, illustrated in 
the acceptance of atheism, Humanism, Communism, or Socialism.   

• The counsel of the world is to look out for your own self (Looking 
Out for #1, Robert J. Ringer).  

• The counsel of the world is that, “If it Feels Good, Do It” (A song 
by Canadian rock band Sloan, 2001). 

• The counsel of the world is that love does not have to apologize. 
“Love means never having to say you’re sorry” (Erich Segal, Love 
Story). 

 
24. What do you utterly abhor? Why?  
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Personal Application  
  

1. Do not stay in your deplorable condition of sin. “That ye put off concerning 
the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the de-
ceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” 
(Eph. 4:22–24). 
 

2. Be humble enough to receive spiritual direction from a Pastor-Teacher, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ in Scripture, or an Evangelist.  

 
3. Some Christians pride themselves on being stubborn when they are really 

obstinate. If this is your attitude, be ashamed.  
 

4. There are Christians who are pliable. They do not know which doctrine to 
believe, and so they have itching ears. The Lord would have His people be 
more firm in the faith delivered to the saints, and more stable in kingdom 
work. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

 
5. Be careful about falling into the slough of despondency. Someone once 

noted, “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than 
you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.”   

 
6. Do not be wise in your own eyes. God does not need the Worldly Wiseman 

in His Church. “Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil” (Prov. 3:7).8 

 
7. Let the Law from Mount Sinai have its important work in your heart for it 

will bring you to Christ. “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24). 
 

                                                 
8 Consider. The objective of Mr. Worldly Wiseman was three-fold. First, he wanted to move Christian off the 
right path. Second, he wanted to make Jesus offensive to Christian. Third, he wanted to bind Christian to the 
Law so he would die with his sins. 
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8. Seek out Christian conversations. Talk often with a Pastor-Teacher, an 
Evangelist, a spiritual mentor, or with mature members in the body of 
Christ. “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of coun-
sellors there is safety” (Prov. 11:14). 

 
9. In your Bible, reproduce the Roman’s Road to Salvation.  

  

• Romans 3:23, All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
• Romans 3:10, There is none righteous, no not one. 
• Romans 6:23, The wages of sin is death.  
• Romans 5:8, God has shown love to sinners. Christ has died for the 

ungodly.  
• Romans 10:9–10, Confess Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead and you will be saved.    
 

10. Go and help someone in the Slough of Despond. Weep with those who 
weep (Rom. 12:15).  
 

11. Reject the counsel of this world because it is foolishness to God. “For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness” (1 Cor. 3:19). 

 
12. Ask God for a heart of flesh that can be touched with the gospel, and repent 

of sin. Let the response of Christian to the wrong he did be your response 
as well. When Christian received instruction in righteousness, he cried out 
“Woe is me, for I am undone!” Only then was he told, “All manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matt. 12:31). 

 
13. Hate what God hates; love what God loves.  

  

The heart of the righteous hates the following:  
  

• Vain thoughts. “I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love” (Ps. 
119:113).  

• Lying lips. “I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love” (Ps. 119:163). 
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• The Enemies of the Lord. “Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? 
And am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?” (Ps. 
139:21). 

• Those who hate the Lord. “I hate them with perfect hatred: I count 
them mine enemies” (Ps. 139:22).  

• Evil. “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the 
evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Prov. 8:13). 

• False oaths. “And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 
neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, 
saith the Lord” (Zech. 8:17).  

• The principle of sin. “For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, 
that do I not; but what I hate, that do I” (Rom. 7:15). 
 

There are some things which the Lord hates:  
  

• The Lord hates those who rob Him of authentic worship. “For I the 
Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct 
their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them” 
(Isa. 61:8).  

• Idolatry. “Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising 
early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that 
I hate” (Jer. 44:4). 

• Hypocritical acts of worship. “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will 
not smell in your solemn assemblies” (Amos 5:21). 

• False doctrine. “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” (Rev. 2:15). 
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Heartwork  
  

I Have Been to Calvary  
  
1. Like Obstinate, I persist in my sins.       T ____ F ____ 

 
2. Like Pliable, I follow the path of least resistance.    T ____ F ____  
 
3. Like Christian, I am determined to persevere in my faith.  T ____ F ____ 
 
4. I am convinced the Bible is the Word of God and is without error.  

T ____ F ____ 
 
5. I am not ready to face God in judgment      T ____ F ____  
 
6. I am terrified of dying.          T ____ F ____  
 
7. I have a heavy burden of sin on my back and I struggle.  T ____ F ____  
 
8. I sometimes fall into the Slough of Despond because of fear.  

T ____ F ____ 
 
9. I am a miserable comforter.         T ____ F ____ 
 
10. I need someone to show me the way of salvation.    T ____ F ____  

 
11. I have been to Calvary and can say, “I have seen the Lord.” T ____ F ____ 
 
12. I have been to Calvary, through the witness of His Word.  T ____ F ____ 
 
13. I have been to Calvary, and experienced God’s divine love.  

T ____ F ____  
 
14. I have been to Calvary, and know that Jesus, the Savior, is mine. 

T ____ F ____ 
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15. I have been to Calvary, and have taken up my cross for Christ.  
T ____ F ____  

 
16. I have been to Calvary, and have seen there the Son of God.  

T ____ F ____ 
 
17. I have been to Calvary, with tear-stained eyes.    T ____ F ____ 
 
18. I have been to Calvary, and I have knelt to pray and to tell Jesus, “I am so 

sorry for my sins”.           T ____ F ____  
 
19. I have listened to the counsel of the world, and regret doing so.  

T ____ F ____ 
 
20. I love what God hates, if the truth be told.     T ____ F ____  
 
21. I love what God loves.          T ____ F ____ 
 
 
 
Memory Work  

 

“He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my 
feet upon a rock, and established my goings” (Ps. 40:2). 
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