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“Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the Word of truth.” 
 

— 2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 1 5 
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G O D , 
 

who at sundry times and in divers manners  
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  

hath in these last days spoken unto us by  
 

H I S  S O N , 
 

whom He hath appointed Heir of all things,  
by whom also He made the worlds;  

who being the brightness of His Glory,  
and the express image of His Person,  

and upholding all things 
by the Word of His Power,  

when He had by Himself purged our sins,  
sat down on the right hand of the  

 

M A J E S T Y  O N  H I G H . 
 

— H E B R E W S  1 : 1 – 3 
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In the Fullness of Time 
 
“But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a wom-
an, made under the law.”  

—Galatians 4:4 

 
 
Prophecy Fulfilled 
 

It is often said that with the close of the Old Testament canon of Scrip-
ture, a prolonged silence of Divine revelation ensued. This is far from 
being the case. Though Malachi (c. 400 B.C.) was the last physical pro-
phetic voice to be heard, God prepared the world to receive His Son by 
fulfilling His promises as proclaimed by other prophets. That God’s Son 
would someday arrive was certain, for a Divine calendar of the coming 
Prince had already been given to Daniel. Specifically, Israel had been 
promised that a command would be issued to rebuild the Holy Temple 
of Jerusalem. Four hundred and ninety years later, Messiah would ap-
pear (Dan. 9:24–27). The people were not to become discouraged. 
They were to watch and wait upon the Lord. 

In the interval of time, many things happened. While the people of 
the covenant dreamed of their coming Deliverer, important events tran-
spired. One of the most significant was the one which took place in 
Alexandria, Egypt. According to tradition, at the request of Ptolomy 
Philadelphus (285–247 B.C.) a group of seventy scholars translated the 
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Hebrew Old Testament books into the Greek language, called the Sep-
tuagint (meaning seventy). Because Greek had become the international 
language of the time, this remarkable translation allowed those in the 
Graeco-Roman world to hear and read the Scripture in their own com-
mon language. Later, the New Testament would be written originally in 
Greek. Many of its quotations of the Old Testament would come from 
the Septuagint, also known as the “LXX” (70). The oldest known copy 
of the Septuagint is written on vellum (antelope skin). It dates from the 
5th century A.D. and is called the Codex Alexandrinus. 
 
The Power of the Persians 
 

In the Septuagint, the Romans could read of the prophecies predicting 
their own rise to power, and their destruction (Dan. 2:40–45; 7:7–14). 
They were merely another people on the world stage of history. Other 
great empires had preceded them, including the Persians. During the 
days of Malachi, the Persian Empire ruled the Middle East. Palestine 
was considered to be just a tiny province (satrapy) under the dominion 
of a Persian governor (satrap). The Jews enjoyed a measure of peace 
under their Persian masters and even prosperedalways keeping in 
mind that the Persian Empire was destined to fall according to prophecy 
(Dan. 2:31–33). However, before its certain demise, the story of several 
mighty sovereigns would be told. The history of the Persian Empire is 
embodied in the deeds of powerful men: 

  

Xerxes II 424–423 B.C. 
Darius II 423–404 B.C. 
Artaxerxes II 404–358 B.C. 
Artaxerxes III 358–338 B.C. 
Arses   338–336 B.C.  
Darius III 336–331 B.C. 
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The King and His Kingdom 
 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O  M A T T H E W 
 

Written c. 58–68 
Key word:  “King” 

 
“Tell ye the daughter of Sion, ‘Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek . . .’” 

—Matthew 21:5 

 
 
Why Written: Presenting Christ as the King of the Jews 
 

It was Matthew’s desire to use the knowledge he had of the history and 
honored tradition of his people. He wanted to help the Jews see that 
Christ was the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies. At least 
60 times Matthew will appeal to the Old Testament Scriptures as being 
confirmation of the validity of the Person and work of Jesus Christ, in-
cluding born of a virgin in Bethlehem, His suffering, “hung on a tree,” 
and the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. Matthew proclaims to the Jew-
ish nation that Jesus is their long-awaited Messiah, their King. In so 
doing, he lays a solid historical foundation for all believers today. 

Without using the term per se, Matthew describes the Lord much as 
“the Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5). The lion represents royalty, 
majesty, strength, and authority; indeed, Christ is the King of the Jews. 
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Matthew traces the Lord’s genealogy to show Him as rightful heir to the 
throne of David. In the five discourses, the new covenant of our Lord’s 
kingdom is set forth. 
 
Leaving All to Follow the Lord 
 

Though he was ordained by God to eternal life, converted by the Holy 
Spirit, and called by Christ to Christian service (Rom. 8:29–30), little is 
known of the man named Matthew (lit. “gift of God”) from his own 
gospel. That is not bad, for it is one of the measures of a virtuous man 
that he does not speak of himself but of his Lord and Savior (cp. John 
3:30). We do know that Matthew was probably a Galilean and born at 
or near Capernaum. He was the son of Alphaeus and Mary, who may 
have been a relative of Mary, the mother of Christ. But best of all, we 
know that Matthew met the Master. 

The power of the pen would serve Matthew well as an author, for as a 
person he was not well received in religious society. Matthew had dis-
graced himself. By becoming a tax collector, he had dishonored the 
ancient beliefs and behavior that for centuries had helped the Jewish 
nation survive foreign domination. He became a man whom other men 
despised, for he conspired with the enemy. Matthew had become a col-
lector of Roman revenue. 

The Roman officials who were directly responsible to extract money 
from the people were called “publicans” (from the Latin publicanus) be-
cause of their close proximity to the purses of the public. The Jews 
deeply resented any one of their own nation who accepted the office of 
publican, for such a person was a traitor with God and man. Though a 
publican might become wealthy, he was cast outside the boundaries of 
decent society, and was relegated by the righteous to be among the 
“sinners.” 

In the territory under the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas, Matthew be-
came a custom’s official. He sat at a specific location in Capernaum on 
the Sea of Galilee and made money simply by extracting excessive taxes 
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from his own countrymen who passed by. There was much money to be 
made, for Capernaum was along the important caravan route that came 
from Egypt and led all the way to Damascus and the Mesopotamia Val-
ley in the north. 

Why did Matthew do such a thing? He did not have to work for 
Rome. He did not have to be a social outcast. According to Mark and 
Luke his name was Levi (lit. “joined”; cp. Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27) which 
indicates that he was of a priestly line. Matthew should have been set 
apart for the work and service of God (Num. 3:6; Deut. 10:8). Instead, 
he chose to serve man and mammon. 

John the Baptist had warned against this. When some publicans 
came to ask him the way into the kingdom of heaven, John had instruct-
ed them to repent of their sins and to, “Exact no more than that which is 
appointed you” (Luke 3:12,13). 

One day, while sitting at the receipt of custom, a shadow fell across 
Matthew’s path. He looked up to see who stood in his way. That upward 
look changed Matthew forever, for he gazed into the face of the Son of 
the Living God. Jesus said simply enough, “Follow Me” (Matt. 9:9). 
Matthew got up and he followed Christ all the way to Calvary, and be-
yond that, into immortality. 

Because Matthew committed himself fully to the Lord, he gave his 
life to bring others to faith. This is reflected in the fact that soon after 
conversion, Matthew held a great dinner party where he introduced 
others to the Lord (9:10, cp. Luke 5:29). Then for over three years Mat-
thew listened as Jesus expounded the Scriptures. He watched the 
miracles of the Master, and what he witnessed Matthew never forgot. 
 
The Message, not the Man 
 

His memory served him well, for the time came when he picked up a 
pen and began to write the life of Christ under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16). There is a strong early tradition that Matthew ini-
tially wrote his gospel in Hebrew for the nation of Israel, which means 
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that he probably wrote in Aramaic, the spoken language of his day (His-
toria Ecclesiastica, Eusebius, A.D. 264–340). Unfortunately, no trace of 
this first edition of Matthew’s gospel has survived. What has survived is 
the gospel in Greek dating back to the second half of the first century. 

Little is known of the life of Matthew following the end of the earthly 
ministry of Christ. It is possible that he preached in Palestine and then 
traveled to Persia, Media, and Parthia before becoming a martyr for 
Christ in Ethiopia. According to Foxe ’s Book of Martyrs, Matthew was 
killed with a battle ax in the city of Nadabah, A.D. 60. 
 
Overview of Matthew 
 

With the enabling of the Holy Spirit to recall the specific words of 
Christ, Matthew presents in a very logical way the great themes associ-
ated with the ministry of the Lord. He collects many of the most notable 
parables of the Savior. Matthew also is careful to set forth five selected 
sermons, or discourses, as a main emphasis of his Gospel, using these as 
the framework for presenting the teachings of Christ. Surrounding these 
great sermons are other important details of the life of Christ. 
 
Sermon Chapters 
The Sermon on the Mount 5—7, Character of the Kingdom 
Instruction to the Twelve 10, Proclaiming the Kingdom 
Mysteries of the Kingdom 13, Parables on the Kingdom 
Significance of Humble Service 18, Fellowship in the Kingdom 
Woes and the Olivet Discourse 23—25, The end of the Kingdom 

 
Particular attention should be given to Christ as King in Matthew’s 

gospel, for this gospel is designed to present Christ to the Jewfirst as 
King, and then as the Savior (cf. John 1:11–12). The late Bible teacher J. 
Vernon McGee has a helpful outline: 
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Section Chapters 
Person of the King 1—2, Birth 
Preparation of the King 3—4:16, John the Baptist 
Proclamation of the King 4:17—9, Sermon on the Mount 
Program of the King 10—20, Teachings, Miracles 
Passion of the King 21—28, The last week 

 
Person of the King (1—2) 
 

The narrative begins with the genealogy of the Messiah, “the son of Da-
vid.” It is divided into three equal sections of fourteen generations each 
(1:17). The threefold division harmonizes with the periods before, dur-
ing, and after the occupation of the throne by the lineage of David. It is 
important to note that while Matthew traces the genealogy of Christ 
from Abraham to Joseph, emphasis is made on the royal descent from 
David through Solomon. In Luke’s genealogy, the ancestry of Jesus is 
traced back to David through the house of Nathan (Luke 3:23–38). 

The purpose of this twofold lineage is to demonstrate that Christ has 
a legal right to the throne of Israel. In all the charges brought against the 
Lord during His ministry, no one ever accused Him of not being of the 
royal line of David. The genealogy proves that Jesus was born the legal 
King of the Jews, a true “son of David,” and thus a son of Abraham. He 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit (1:18–25), demonstrating that He was 
the Son of God, and very God of very God (cp. John 1:1–2)while still 
a man (cp. Luke 1:26–35; 2:1–7; John 1:14) in fulfillment of the proph-
ecy of Isaiah (7:14, cf. Matt. 1:22–23). 

The genealogy of Christ is followed by the story of His birth, the 
worship of the Wise Men, the murderous intent of Herod the Great, the 
flight into Egypt, and the return to Nazareth. The “Wise Men” refer to 
the Magi, a group of scholarly men of Persia. Following a supernatural 
astronomical phenomenon, they were brought to worship the King of 
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kings and Lord of lords, not on the night of His birth, but when He was 
a young child (cp. Matt. 2:11). 

Warned of God not to report back to the cruel Idumaean named 
Herod, who ruled Judea as king by the authority of the Roman senate 
(from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C.), the Wise Men departed into their own country 
another way (Matt. 2:12). Their gifts of gold (reflecting deity), frankin-
cense (reminding one of prayer), and myrrh (used in embalming the 
dead) would serve to remind the Savior’s parents of their Son’s coming 
hour of sacrifice (note Luke 2:19). 
 
Preparation of the King (3—4:16) 
 

Passing over the youthful years of the Lord, Jesus is suddenly presented 
for public ministry against the background of the preaching of John the 
Baptist, His own baptism, and His temptation by Satan. During the fol-
lowing two years (of the Galilean ministry), Capernaum on the Sea of 
Galilee will serve as point of return and departure in fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Isaiah 9:1. 

The preaching of John, which had been predicted in the Old Testa-
ment (cf. Isa. 40:3–5; Mal. 3:1), is described by Luke (1:5–80) as 
preparatory work for the Messiah. What a privilege it was for John to 
baptize the Lord in order for Him “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 
3:15), the righteousness of the Mosaic Law. The Levitical law required 
that all priests be consecrated by ritual purification (Ex. 29:4–7; Lev. 
8:6–36) when they “began to be about thirty years of age” (Luke 3:23; 
cf. Num. 4:3). Though Jesus was without sin, He was the fulfillment of 
all the types and shadows which spoke of Him, and so He graciously 
identified Himself with sinners. 

Following His baptism, Jesus was tested of the devil. His total reli-
ance upon the Father and the Word of Truth (cf. Deut. 8:3; 6:16; 
10:20) made Him worthy as the Sinless One to bear the sins of the un-
righteous in His own body. 
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