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“For these be days of Vengeance . . .” 
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A  Te r r ib le  P i c tu re  
 
 

A CALL FOR KINDNESS 
 

n the conclusion to his important book, The Great 
Tribulation, William R. Kimball issues a call for 

Christian charity when discussing prophetic matters. The 
counsel of Mr. Kimball is worth keeping in mind. 

 

The highly speculative nature of prophetic 
interpretation, coupled with a myriad of 
conflicting viewpoints, presents Christianity with 
a potentially volatile area of disagreement and 
confrontation. This potential for disagreement 
and discord presents a serious challenge to every 
believer in striving to maintain the essential 
balance of peace with those who may earnestly 
disagree with us concerning our private prophetic 
positions. Our differences should never cause us to 
malign the sincerity or genuineness of those who 

I 
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do not side with our opinions. Our essential unity 
and fellowship in Christ should never be severed 
or undermined because of our differences on 
prophetic points. Our eschatological differences 
should never be made a ground of fellowship, a 
test of orthodoxy, or a necessary element in 
Christian doctrine. We must faithfully exercise the 
spirit of liberty and charity towards opposing 
viewpoints. As the old maxim goes, “In essentials 
unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all things 
charity.” If we must disagree with one another in 
defending our prophetic opinions—we must agree 
to disagree—agreeably. In the final analysis, our 
prophetic appraisals must always be tempered by 
that wisdom which is from above, which is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy (Jas. 3:17). In spite of whatever 
divergence of opinions we may possess concerning 
our private prophetic positions, may we all 
continue striving together in the faith of the 
gospel, looking for, hastening unto, and loving His 
appearing.1 

 
A GOOD PLACE TO BEGIN 

 

 With an earnest desire to build up the body of Christ, 
with a deep conviction in the historic Christian ideals that 
the Word of God is the final authority for all matters of faith 

                                                           
     1 Kimball, The Great Tribulation, 260–61.  
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and practice, the biblical teaching concerning the great 
tribulation should be examined. A logical and proper place 
to commence the study is Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 
21. In these parallel Gospel accounts Jesus Christ sets forth 
specific events that would happen within a fixed historical 
period. A critical passage for establishing the people and the 
place of the great tribulation period is Matthew 24:34. After 
speaking of false Christs, wars and rumors of wars, after 
teaching about the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, after warning of a great tribulation 
unseen since the beginning of the world, Jesus told His 
disciples something amazing by saying: “Verily, I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled” (Matthew 24:34). When accepted in a normal, 
literal, grammatical, historical context it becomes very plain 
that Jesus was telling about prophetic events that would be 
fulfilled within the very life-time of those who were listening 
to Him speak. The evidence for this is confirmed by letting 
biblical Scripture interpret Scripture. 

 
“THIS GENERATION” 

 

The following passages should be studied to find out 
how the phrase “this generation” is used throughout the 
Scriptures. 
 

• “But to what shall I liken this generation?” (Matthew 
11:16). 
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• “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it . . .” (Matthew 
12:41). 

• “The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it” (Matthew 
12:42). 

• “. . . So shall it also be with this wicked generation” 
(Matthew 12:45). 

• “Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come 
upon this generation” (Matthew 23:36). 

• “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no 
means pass away till all these things take place” 
(Matthew 23:34). 

• “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation” (Mark 8:38). 

• “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no 
means pass away till all these things take place” 
(Mark 13:30). 

• “And while the crowds were thickly gathered 
together, He began to say, ‘This is an evil generation. 
It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except 
the sign of Jonah the prophet’” (Luke 11:29). 

• “For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also 
the Son of Man will be to this generation” (Luke 
11:30). 

• “The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment 
with the men of this generation and condemn them,” 
(Luke 11:31). 
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• “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it” (Luke 11:32). 

• “from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah 
who perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, 
I say to you, it shall be required of this generation” 
(Luke 11:51). 

• “But first He must suffer many things and be rejected 
by this generation” (Luke 17:25). 

• “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no 
means pass away till all things take place” (Luke 
21:32). 

• “And with many other words he testified and 
exhorted them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse 
generation’” (Acts 2:40). 

 

When the Word of God wants to indicate a different 
generation from that of the present one being addressed, the 
proper language is used. One such example is found in 
Hebrews 3:10 where the Lord says He was grieved with 
“that generation.” Everyone understands the generation 
with which the Lord was not pleased was the Exodus 
generation, which had come out of Egypt under the 
leadership of Moses. That much is evident from the 
preceding words, verses 8–9 of Hebrews 3. To contend that 
in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus was speaking 
of events yet to come in a future, distant generation is 
confusing at best and a violation of the normal usage of 
language. Jesus spoke prophetically of many events that 
would come to pass in the generation in which the disciples 
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lived. History confirms that what the Lord said would 
happen did happen. Consider the following. 

 
THE STORY BEGINS 

 

Between A.D. 66 and A.D. 70, the prophetic utterances of 
Jesus in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 began to be 
fulfilled. Briefly the known facts can be stated. In the 
summer of the year A.D. 66, a Jewish revolt broke out in 
Jerusalem. Led by fanatical zealots this revolt took place 
against the overbearing Roman procurator of Judea named 
Gessius Florus because he had allowed a massacre of Jews in 
Caesarea. From May through November the Jews reacted 
against his oppressive reign. As a result, Neapolitanus, a 
Roman military tribune, was sent from Antioch by Cestius 
Gallus, the Roman governor of Syria, to try to calm the 
Jews. The Jews refused to be pacified and in the battle that 
followed they were able to repress the troops of the governor 
of Syria. Cestius had to order a retreat, much to the delight 
of the Jews. During his withdrawal to the coast his army 
was assaulted near Beth Horon. Cestius Gallus was able to 
escape but many men and much military material was left 
behind. He died in the spring of A.D. 67 with the stigma of 
his forces having suffered the worst Roman defeat by Jewish 
rebels. 

When word finally reached the emperor Nero in Rome 
about the explosive situation unfolding in Israel, Nero 
commissioned a seasoned general, Vespasian, to put down 
the revolt against imperial Rome and to restore the Pax 
Romana (the Roman peace). War against the Jews in 
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Jerusalem was officially declared in February, A.D. 67, when 
Vespasian received his commission from Nero. 

In the Spring of A.D. 67, Vespasian finally arrived to take 
charge of the operations in Jerusalem. But the Jews proved 
to be a strong and resourceful people, not easily subdued. 
They desperately wanted to be free of Roman bondage and 
were willing to die in the fight for freedom. History records 
that Jerusalem did finally fall to Titus, the son of Vespasian, 
who took charge of the siege in the late summer of A.D. 70 
because his father had to return to Rome in July of A.D. 69 
to rule the empire following the suicidal death of the 
madman Nero. For about forty-two months the Jewish 
people held out against the greatest military power on the 
face of the earth. And then Jerusalem fell. 

In broad strokes this was the terrible picture of death and 
destruction, violence and chaos between A.D. 66 and A.D. 70. 
The words of Jesus in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 
can be used to supply some of the gory details of this period. 
What will emerge is a historical fulfillment of the great 
tribulation that Jesus predicted would come upon the 
generation He ministered to. These were days of vengeance 
as God poured out His wrath on those who dared to kill His 
Son. The evidence is compelling for a historical fulfillment 
of the Lord’s prophetic utterances of a great tribulation 
upon Israel culminating in A.D. 70. Those who were 
eyewitnesses of the events testify to the judgment of God 
upon the land. One of the leading eyewitnesses for the 
history of this time period was a man called Josephus. A 
number of facts are known about Josephus. 
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JOSEPHUS: EYEWITNESS TO HISTORY 
 

 Flavius Josephus was born in either A.D. 37 or A.D. 38. 
He was named Joseph ben Matthias (Joseph, son of 
Matthias). Since he was born into a priestly family, Josephus 
was educated in both Jewish and Hellenistic cultures. 
Intellectually gifted, Josephus was a child prodigy and at the 
age of fourteen was consulted by the chief priests and 
community leaders concerning the meaning of the Jewish 
ordinances. At the age of sixteen, Josephus began to 
investigate the major Jewish sects with the intent to join the 
one that demonstrated the most piety. At the age of nineteen 
he joined the Pharisees.  
 Josephus quietly performed his religious duties until he 
was twenty-six years old when he was catapulted into 
national prominence. It happened this way. Felix the 
Procurator of Judea (A.D. 52–60) who sat in judgment on the 
apostle Paul, imprisoned several priests and sent them to 
Rome on a minor charge. Josephus was sent to Rome to try 
to obtain their release. On his journey, Josephus was 
shipwrecked but was rescued and continued on his journey. 
Once in Rome, Josephus managed to befriend Alityrus, a 
Jewish actor who was a favorite of Nero. Through this 
connection Josephus was able to obtain the release of the 
priests. Returning to Palestine, Josephus found many of his 
fellow Jews preparing for a revolt against Rome. He argued 
against such action, then bowed to the social and political 
pressures of nationalism and joined the rebellion. 
 At the age of thirty, while in Galilee on a mission from 
the leadership in Jerusalem, Josephus witnessed the advance 
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of the army of Vespasian in the spring of A.D. 67. He took 
refuge in the fortress at Jotapata. Forty-seven days later the 
fortress fell and Josephus was taken as a prisoner of war to 
Vespasian. In the presence of the important Roman general, 
Josephus uttered the unlikely prediction that Vespasian 
would soon be the Emperor of Rome. The general was 
impressed. In July, A.D. 69, Vespasian was indeed 
proclaimed Emperor of Rome by his own soldiers.  
 Unfortunately for him, the relationships that Josephus 
cultivated with the Romans made him persona non grata 
among many of his own people. The capable diplomat had 
other problems, especially at home, for Josephus was 
married three times. The first wife was a captive woman 
from Caesarea. The second wife was from Alexandria. By 
this wife Josephus had three children but only one, 
Hyrcanes, survived. The third wife was a Jewish woman 
from Crete who became the mother of Justus and Agrippa. 
Josephus died in the year A.D. 100 but not before recording 
several large historical narratives. His major works are: The 
Jewish War, Antiquities of the Jews, The Life, and Against 
Apion. 
 As a writer of events, Josephus is considered to be a 
reliable historian. It is noteworthy that it was the Christian 
community that preserved the works of Josephus and not 
the Jewish community which considered him to be a traitor. 
The works of Josephus were preserved by the early 
Christians because he made reference to Jesus Christ. 
Josephus also recorded those events the early church came to 
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believe were the fulfilled prophecy of Christ in Matthew 24, 
Mark 13, and Luke 21. 
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