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Foreword 
 
 

here is probably not another missionary in the 
history of the church that is more elevated than 

St. Patrick of Ireland. To go further, it could be argued 
that Patrick is the most well-known Christian to live in 
the fifth-century. An objection could be raised at this 
point to say that St. Augustine of Hippo holds that 
distinction in history. Such may be true when it comes 
to the theological influence of St. Augustine, but, as one 
writer put it, how many New Yorkers do you see 
gathering for a parade on August 28 to celebrate St. 
Augustine?1 Patrick’s life is celebrated every year on 
March 17 and has come to be known as St. Patrick’s 
Day. Each year, on this day, not only is St. Patrick 
remembered, but the religious and cultural heritage of 
the Irish is celebrated. Untold numbers of people 

                                                           
   1 Thomas, O’Loughlin, Saint Patrick: The Man and His Works (London: SPCK 
Publishing, 1999).  
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throughout the world become Irish for the day. It also 
is a time in which some reflect upon the bitter reality 
of the contentious history that divides the north from 
the rest of the Republic of Ireland. That these tensions 
show up on a day like St. Patrick’s Day is evident in 
the fact that one would not want to be caught dead 
walking down the streets of South Boston wearing all 
orange. Parades line the streets in cities across the 
globe. Chicago turns the river green, while scores of 
other communities put on elaborate pageants with 
long processions of marching bagpipers. Many of the 
32 million people in the United States who claim Irish 
ancestry proudly wear their “Kiss Me, I’m Irish” 
accoutrements. Still others reflect upon what their 
ancestors had to endure in order to be welcomed at 
Ellis Island, all the while collectively spending billions 
of dollars on the holiday.2  

Another common theme on this day is that bars 
and taverns will be bustling. There is rarely, if ever, an 
empty bar stool to be found on St. Patrick’s Day. The 
poignant reality is that one of the more contemptible

                                                           
   2 The National Retail Federation estimated Americans spent $5.9 billion on the 
holiday in 2018. 
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Chapter 1 
 

Of St. Patrick’s Birth and Captivity, and of This Confession 

 
 

Sec. 1 

 
Patrick,1 a sinner, a most simple country 
person, the least of all the faithful and most 

contemptible to many, had for father the deacon 
Calpurnius, son of the late Potitus, a priest, of the 
settlement of Bannavan, a village of Tabernia; he had 
a small villa nearby where I was taken captive. I was at 
that time about sixteen years of age. I did not, indeed, 
know the true God; and I was taken into captivity in 
Ireland with many thousands of people, as we justly 
deserved, because we had turned away from God. We 

                                                           
   1 Patricius. Patrick, a Briton. He is said to have been called Succath at his 
baptism, and to have afterwards obtained the name of Patricius. It is supposed to 
have reference to the rank of his family. 

I, 
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did not keep his precepts, nor were we obedient to our 
priests who used to remind us of our salvation. And 
the Lord brought down on us the “anger of his fury” 
(2 Chron. 29:10), and scattered us among many 
nations, even to the ends of the earth, where I, in my 
smallness, am now to be found among foreigners. 

And there the Lord opened my mind to an 
awareness of my unbelief, in order that, even so late, I 
might remember my transgressions and turn with all 
my heart to the Lord my God, who had regard for my 
insignificance and pitied my youth and ignorance. 
And he watched over me before I knew him, and 
before I learned sense or even distinguished between 
good and evil, and he protected me, and consoled me 
as a father would his son. 
 

Sec. 2. 
 
Therefore, indeed, I cannot keep silent, nor would it 
be proper, so many favors and graces has the Lord 
deigned to bestow on me in the land of my captivity. 
For after chastisement from God, and recognizing 
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him, our way to repay him is to exalt him and confess 
his wonders before every nation under heaven. 

There is no other God, nor ever was before, nor 
shall be hereafter, but God the Father, without 
beginning, from whom is all beginning, Who upholds 
all things as we have been taught: And his Son Jesus 
Christ, who manifestly always existed together with 
the Father, before the beginning of time in the spirit 
with the Father, indescribably begotten before all 
things, and all things visible and invisible were made 
by him. The Son was made man, conquered death and 
was received into Heaven, to the Father who gave Him 
all power over every name in Heaven and on Earth 
and in Hell, so that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord and God (Phil. 2:9–11), in whom 
we believe. And we look to his imminent coming 
again, the judge of the living and the dead, who will 
render to each according to his deeds. And he poured 
out his Holy Spirit on us in abundance, the gift and 
pledge of immortality, which makes the believers and 
the obedient into sons of God and co-heirs of Christ 
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who is revealed, and we worship one God in the 
Trinity of sacred name.2 

For he himself said through the prophet: “Call 
upon me in the day of trouble and I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify me” (Psa. 1:15). And again: “It is 
right to reveal and the works of God” (Tob. 12:7). 
 

Sec. 3. 
 
I am imperfect in many things, nevertheless I want my 
brethren and kinsfolk to know my nature so that they 
may be able to perceive my soul’s desire. 

I am not ignorant of the testimony of my Lord, 
who declares in the Psalm: “You shall destroy those 
who tell lies” (5:6). And again: “A lying mouth deals 
death to the soul” (Wis. 1:11). And likewise the Lord 
says in the Gospel: “On the day of judgment men shall 
render account for every idle word they utter” (Matt. 
12:36)

                                                           
   2 Early Christian writers always stated the doctrines of the Christian faith and 
recounted Christian creeds in their own words. And, as was often the case, when 
any of the articles of the faith was endangered by a growing error, ancient writers 
enlarged on it, and guarded it from misconception. Hence, the form of the creeds 
differ from writer to writer, while the truths remain the same throughout. 
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