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Souls in Jeopardy 
 

Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 
Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 

 

PSALM 25:20 
 

 

WHEN THE FAMOUS television preacher came to town, thousands 
of people showed up. They had seen him on TV for years, and 
this was their chance to see him in real life. Known for his charm-
ing stories, encouraging messages, smart suits, and of course his 
bright smile, the event was a total sellout. Local news covered the 
evening as if a rock star was in town, touring his new album. The 
downtown was buzzing with excitement, and the crowds stood in 
line cheerfully—except, that is, for one man. 

A lone, solitary figure stood outside the arena, handing out 
paper tracts before the curtain call. He was—shall we say po-
litely?—not a fan of the famous preacher. But rather than shout 
through a bullhorn as many protestors commonly do, he quietly 
handed out “scorecards,” photocopied tally sheets, with two ver-
tical columns running up and down the page. On the left column, 
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stood terms and phrases like: the holiness of God, atonement, 
justification, grace through faith, crucifixion, conversion, and re-
pentance. On the right side of the scorecard were phrases like: 
positive vibes, can-do power, dare to dream, feel the energy, and 
discover your inner strength.  

The lone dissident simply challenged the audience who came 
that night to record and keep track for themselves what was being 
said.1 What are you hearing? Tally it up. Keep score for yourself. 
What is this preacher actually saying? Is this really the Gospel? 

The genius of these simple scorecards was how obviously 
they pointed out the contrast between what has been historically 
understood by Christian people as the Gospel and the faux-re-
placement message that has recently emerged in our own time. 
For generations, millennia even, believers agreed about what 
constitutes the Gospel message itself, the most central doctrine 
of the Christian faith. Today, it is difficult to find a few hearty be-
lievers that still insist upon some sort of objective definition of 
this term. The Gospel would seem to be like putty in the hands of 
the artist, an amorphous blob of goo, which is able to be shaped 
into something vaguely religious and superficially spiritual.  

But this is no inconsequential matter. The Gospel is nothing 
to be trifled with. Souls are on the line. Souls—the title of this 
book. If the Gospel is the Biblical message of salvation, what can 
we say about other such presentations that misrepresent or dis-
tort the truth? At best, such presentations are confusing to the 
audience; at worst, they may be putting immortal souls in eternal 
danger. What do you think: Are you a savvy enough listener to 
 

1 James Gillmore, “Joel Osteen and Family Feud,” White Horse Inn, accessed April 9, 2021, 
https://whitehorseinn.org/resource-library/articles/joel-osteen-and-family-feud/. The article 
has since been removed from the White Horse Inn website and is no longer available on the inter-
net. 
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discern the difference between the true Gospel and some popular 
substitute? Can you differentiate between apostolic preaching 
and a motivational speech cloaked in religious or spiritual jargon? 
Do you recognize the real Gospel when you hear it? The Prophet 
Isaiah says, “Hear, that your soul may live!” (55:3).  

Well, do you? 
Sadly, not everyone does. Not many can.  
And that’s why I am writing this book. I have a concern for 

souls. Eternal souls. Immortal souls. Your soul. If the Bible is cor-
rect, our souls will spend eternity in either Heaven or Hell. And 
forever is a long time. I want to make sure that readers understand 
the basic elements of the Gospel of Jesus Christ—that your soul 
may hear, and live. 

My goal in this book is not to break any new ground. Faithful 
theologians are rarely creative, much less innovative. There is 
nothing contained in these pages that is novel or groundbreaking. 
Those who hold to the Biblical Gospel tell the same story over 
and over again. Yes, they apply it to new situations and changing 
cultural contexts, but the core message never changes.  

The Gospel, strictly defined, has not changed one iota since 
the days that Jesus announced the arrival of His Kingdom (Mat-
thew 4:17). It has not morphed since Peter preached it at Pente-
cost (Acts 2:14–41), and Paul wrote of it in his epistles (Romans 
3:21–25). The Gospel is an announcement of certain established 
truths that do not need modification or updating. The Gospel is 
true in every place and in every time. It is technically not a “feel-
ing,” an “attitude,” or an ethical system at all, but the proclama-
tion of certain saving truths pertaining to Jesus of Nazareth. 

When the Gospel is preached with the attendance of the Holy 
Spirit, it has the power to change lives and quicken dead hearts. 
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It has the power to save souls. Though the Gospel changes our lives 
and transforms our hearts, the Gospel itself neither evolves nor 
changes. When it is received and believed in the heart, it causes a 
great transformation in the life of the beholder, but the message 
itself does not transform. As Scripture says, “Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).  
 

Evangelists Without an Evangel 
  

For the last several years, I have been asked to speak at an inter-
national missions training seminar. The stated goal of the class is 
to train young missionaries, mostly in their mid-twenties, to go to 
the mission field on an adventure of service and travel. Each mis-
sion team is required to spend several weeks in practical and the-
ological training before their departure to places wild and remote 
where they will share the love of Christ around the world. My as-
signed task during the training weeks is usually to teach through 
the doctrinal concepts of sin and the cross. I don’t know why I 
was chosen to be the resident “expert” on the topic of sin, but per-
haps the organizers thought I knew more about depravity than 
anyone else. I took it as a strange compliment and started prepar-
ing my lectures.  

I dutifully prepared 15 hours’ worth of lecture material for the 
first week of in-classroom instruction. I organized my material ex-
actly as the conference sponsors had requested: I would spend 
Monday and Tuesday teaching on the doctrine of sin, then turn 
the corner mid-week, finishing up with Christ’s work on the cross 
on Thursday and Friday.  

I had no idea that I would cause such a stir. 
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During the lecture series, the students stared back at me as 
though I were an alien. A few were deeply offended by my teach-
ing on the topic of sin. Several wanted to quit the class altogether 
and go home. Others complained to the conference organizers 
that my lectures were unnecessarily severe and were not as en-
couraging as they had hoped. There were several students (thank 
goodness) that furiously took notes on every word, gobbling up 
as much information as they could receive in the allotted hours. 
This was all new for them. Vistas were being opened. The com-
monality amongst all of the responses? Their home churches 
were simply not teaching basic Christian doctrine anymore. They 
did not know the Gospel. 

Most of the missionaries at the seminars had come from what 
we might call generically “evangelical” churches. They had come 
to expect Christian teaching to be something more like a motiva-
tional speech, or an informative Ted Talk. Most of the sermons 
they had heard were short, chipper, and filled with either pop-
psychology, life hacks, or self-help suggestions. (But self-help is 
an anti-gospel as we will soon see.) The concepts of sin, atone-
ment, repentance, justification, and grace were virtually brand 
new. I didn’t think I was teaching anything novel, or even partic-
ularly creative. I was merely attempting to show the students how 
Christ saves souls. It was a complete eye-opener for them—and 
me. 

In this book, I will attempt to tell you of the same Gospel that 
the Prophets foresaw and the Apostles announced. I will attempt 
to show you through Scripture the only message that God has re-
vealed that has the power to save souls—souls that are otherwise 
in mortal danger. 
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I will try my best to share the same doctrines as they were 
preached by such men as Augustine (354–430), Martin Luther 
(1483–1546), John Calvin (1509–1564), and Jonathan Edwards 
(1703–1758).  In other words, I have no aspirations of being a 
novelist. If someone read this work and described it as creative, I 
would be deeply embarrassed. Nevertheless, it is also my calling 
as a minister to deliver the message in my own day and time, just 
as these men who came before me delivered it faithfully in theirs. 
Besides, many of my readers will not have the time or the where-
withal to work tediously through such prolific writers from the 
past, as excellent as they may be. I am teaching the faith “once for 
all handed down to the saints” (Jude 3). 

I am going to try my best to describe the same doctrines, but 
in a common man’s voice that I hope most readers will be able to 
follow. I will try to define any term that approaches technical jar-
gon so that you won’t get lost. I will keep my tone somewhat cas-
ual and conversational so that my content won’t be obscured by 
a cumbersome academic style. At the same time, I will be intro-
ducing some terms that you may not have heard. These are im-
portant and should be carefully noted. Even though I sometimes 
write scholarly works (my specialty is Jonathan Edwards), I will 
write here for you as a friend and not as though I were writing for 
the approval of the professional guild of competent scholars. 

After all, I am writing this book for regular people: the new 
member in your Bible study or small group, the young couple in 
your church’s membership class, or the college freshman who is 
trying to make more sense of the faith he was raised in. Above all, 
I want you to understand the Gospel message so that you can ei-
ther reject it, or receive it as the Holy Spirit enables you to do so. 
After all, you have a soul too, and I want you to be saved.  
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Souls: A Concise Exposition of the Gospel 
  

The title of this book is simple enough—Souls. Your soul is what 
is inside your unique and specially-created body that makes you, 
“you.” Your soul is that spiritual aspect of your nature that makes 
you different from the chair that is beneath you, the tree outside 
your window, and your pet cat sleeping across the hall. You have 
a soul inside you which makes you a spiritual being. The tree and 
the cat only have biological life, but the chair has neither life nor 
a soul. But you have something more. You were created in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:26–27) and therefore were built for an 
eternity with Him. Your inward life was created with an incredi-
ble capacity for love, life, being, and relationship. You are not just 
a body; you are a soul too. 

In this book, we will trace the redemptive work of Christ in 
the soul in a somewhat familiar path. (I told you my goal is not to 
be creative.) Here is my outline: 

First, we will begin at creation where we will find that God 
made our souls for a relationship with Himself. Though the crea-
tion is vast and stunning (think of the wonders of the universe for 
starters), we will note here how God gave human beings this in-
credible gift: We are alive and capable of knowing, thinking, feel-
ing, and moral duty. We have a soul. Here, we will look at several 
other theories of human existence and find them wanting com-
pared to the Christian understanding of human existence. We 
will also consider how we were made for a specific purpose—to 
love, serve, and glorify the God who made us. Anything less than 
living for His glory would be aiming far short of the original de-
sign for humanity. 

Next, however, we will survey the fall of man and how Adam’s 
sin damaged not only his own soul, but ours as well. In this part, 
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we will consider the cataclysmic damage of the fall in the Garden 
of Eden (Genesis 3). This act of transgression brings all of our 
souls into very real danger. When considering the most unpleas-
ant doctrine of sin, I won’t blame you if you react like some of my 
missionary students did. You may be mad. You may tend to argue 
back against me. After all, I will be contending that there is some-
thing wrong with your soul that needs to be repaired. Sin puts us 
off and makes us feel uncomfortable. Sin often makes us despise 
the messenger who draws our attention to its existence. But I will 
ask you to press on with me as we turn the corner and consider 
the Gospel.  

After that, I will argue that the Gospel is the only hope of sal-
vation for our souls. Here, I will be contending that the Gospel 
should be defined very carefully as the proclamation of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This message alone has 
the power to save souls. We will spend some time on each aspect 
of what I will call the “Christ Event.” We will look at His life first, 
then His death. I will press for precision here, introducing several 
technical terms. In a separate chapter, we will take a closer look 
at Jesus’s resurrection, since this is critical to the Christian under-
standing of the physical body alongside and related to the immor-
tal soul.  

As we work through the basic components of the Gospel, I 
will introduce you to the beautiful word “grace.” Grace is stun-
ning and alluring. It is compassionate and kind. Grace is both un-
deserved and precious. I will suggest in that chapter that we have 
to distinguish grace from works, since there is no possible way 
that we can earn God’s saving favor. 
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After that, I am going to consider several “false gospels,” re-
jecting each one in turn as a misrepresentation of the true mes-
sage. These are not innocent imprecisions, but deadly and perni-
cious errors. I don’t think I am speaking too emphatically in say-
ing that. Paul said that if anyone—even an angel—comes preach-
ing a “different gospel,” they should be accursed (Galatians 1:6–
9; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:1–15). Eternal souls are far too valuable 
to risk with either intentional distortion or unintentional impre-
cision.  

In the final chapters, I will argue that one of the most im-
portant things we can do with the Gospel is to share it. Scripture 
says that to win souls is wise (Proverbs 11:30). Ours are not the 
only two souls in this world. There are billions of others. Ours 
isn’t the only nation in this world, there are hundreds of nations. 
I hope to convey to you some urgency to share the message of the 
Gospel with as many people as possible since they too have im-
mortal souls that need to be saved by grace. 
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The Maker of Eternal Souls 
 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

 

PSALM 139:14 
 
 
IF YOU LOOK into the sky on many clear nights, you are easily able 
to identify the constellation Orion by his famous three-star belt. 
It is one of the easiest stellar formations for amateurs to observe. 
But here is what most people do not know: Hanging from the 
warrior’s belt, the faint, fuzzy object that looks to be the middle 
“star” in his sword is actually a nebula, a gaseous star-producing 
formation. In layman’s terms, a nebula is an unfathomably huge 
interstellar cloud of dust, helium, hydrogen, and plasma. This 
fearsome combination heats up, bursts into nuclear fusion, and 
gives birth to entirely new stars. In fact, what you are looking at is 
a star nursery—the area of formation of over 700 stars. It is 24 
light-years in diameter (the distance you could travel in twenty-
four years moving at 186,282 miles per second). And just think, 
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God in His sovereignty has given you the ability to see that with 
your naked eye. Amazing! In fact, astronomers tell us today that 
there are probably 200 billion other galaxies of stars outside our 
own galaxy, the Milky Way. With each galaxy containing more 
than 200 billion stars, there are easily over 400 billion trillion stars 
in the observable universe.  

One of the greatest questions that children ask—and one that 
you no doubt have been asked yourself if you have children—is 
this: “Why did God make the world?” The genesis of all things is 
a subject that occupies both children and philosophers alike. As a 
matter of fact, these are the types of questions that we are going 
to be thinking about in this book. My goal in this chapter is to 
take us back to the beginning, the very initiation of all things. 
Here, we will be prompted to ask two massive questions: (1) 
How did God make the universe? and (2) Why did God place 
us—living souls—in the universe that He has made? I think we 
are going to find as we progress that these questions are no mere 
child’s play.  
 

How did God Make the Universe? Bara and Asah 
 

First, let’s answer the question regarding how God made the uni-
verse. In the Hebrew language, from which our Old Testament is 
composed, there are two primary words that can be translated “to 
make.” The first, used in Genesis 1:1, is bara. Now this is essen-
tial: Only Yahweh, the God of Israel, is ever the subject for this 
verb. He is the only being that can actually create, strictly speak-
ing. Bara means to create out of nothing; to call into existence 
that which was not. Neither men nor women nor angels are ever 
described as bara-ing anything. There is another word for “to 
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make,” however, and it is asah. Both God and other beings are 
said to asah. (By the way, Genesis 1 uses both words.) The verb 
asah means to bring order, to prepare, or to perfect that which 
already exists.  

No matter how creative or artistic you are, you simply cannot 
create in the same way that God creates. When a sculptor sits 
down to create his masterpiece, he uses a block of marble that was 
already there. He didn’t make it. He uses a chisel that (presuma-
bly) he did not forge. When Beethoven or Mozart sat down at the 
piano or organ to compose, they sat down at an instrument that 
they (presumably) did not also construct. But the only tool, the 
only instrument or implement that God uses to create is His 
Word. His divine pronouncement. God speaks “Let there be 
light” and there is light (Genesis 1:3)! He wills time, matter, and 
space into existence by speaking them to be. 

The creation itself points directly to the glory of God. Its gran-
deur and majesty tell us something about the greatness of the 
Creator. It tells of his “eternal power and divine nature” (Romans 
1:20). Puritan Thomas Watson (1620–1686) said,  
 

The creation is a large volume, in which God’s works are 
bound up; and this volume has three great leaves in it, 
heaven, earth, and sea . . . The world is like a curious piece 
of tapestry, in which we may see the skill and wisdom of 
Him that made it . . . Every star in the sky, every bird that 
flies in the air, is a witness against the heathen. A creature 
could not make itself.1  

 

 
1 Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 2015), 113.  
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The God of Scripture is the only painter to paint without pig-
ments, without a brush, and without a canvas. Imagine having 
been there when God declared “Let there be light,” and watching 
an incomprehensible display of brilliant luminescence flash 
across an unimaginably dark backdrop that itself had not existed 
an instant prior.  God is the only composer who with His voice 
called into being a song of creative wonder without using preex-
istent notes, scales, or instruments. As God’s voice rang out, 
sound waves themselves sprang into existence, echoing in obedi-
ence. God is the only poet who writes a universe into existence 
using words, sentences, and language that He Himself fabricates 
and defines. He is the only one who can bara. 

As Paul says in Romans 11:33-36, “Oh the depth of the riches 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God . . . For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things! To Him be the glory for 
ever and ever! Amen!” 
 

Creation and the Soul of Man 
 

The second question we must deal with pertains to our place in 
this creation. What are human beings in relationship to the uni-
verse all around us? To sum it up briefly, there are four views that 
attempt to explain the existence of the universe and our individ-
ual place in it. These are not new ideas; they are in fact very, very 
old. Wherever there have been enquiring minds in human his-
tory, variations of these four views have shown up, under differ-
ent names and titles. Each view is still very much alive today.  
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1. Materialism  
 

Materialists suggest that the universe itself, all of its compo-
nents—from atoms to molecules—is all there is. The very “stuff” 
that makes up the universe, while it may change shape and form, 
is therefore eternal. It had no beginning and no end. To the ma-
terialist, all that exists is matter and motion. Early materialists in-
cluded the Greek philosophers Thales, Anaxagoras, Heraclitus, 
and Democritus.2 Later materialists include Thomas Hobbes, 
Karl Marx, Charles Darwin, and Carl Sagan. Secular evolutionists 
are one such school of materialists today. Some materialist phi-
losophers strangely held that even the soul is made of matter, alt-
hough it may be very fine matter; much thinner than even flour, 
pollen, or powder.3 

Of course, those who believe that the universe is eternal and 
that matter and motion is all that exists can never begin to answer 
the question of why anything particular exists at all. They espe-
cially struggle to distinguish how life came from non-life. Not 
only that, but materialists have great difficulty in explaining how 
things like the mind can exist as distinct from the physical brain 
structure itself. The concept of a complex human being having 
something as spiritual and beautiful as a unique soul or spirit is all 
the more problematic. 

The problem here is obvious. Concepts like human thought, 
consciousness, reason, memory, and will are very hard to con-
ceive of from the materialist perspective. Obviously, the physical 
brain is different from the thoughts and imagination of the mind, 
but how? One must begin where the other ends, but at what 

 
2 John Frame, A History of Western Philosophy and Theology (Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian 

and Reformed, 2015), 9. 
3 Frame, A History of Western Philosophy and Theology, 77.  




