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To Chaney, Katie, Kenny, and Theresa. 
Thank you for your help on these sermons 

as they served Catalyst Church. 
 

“His Word will not return void.”  
—ISAIAH 55:11 
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Introduction 
“Divine love is not discouraged by your wretchedness.” 

—Jonathan Edwards1 

 
 
W H O  W A S  I T  T H A T  T A U G H T you the gospel? Who first 
invited you to church? Some remember a childhood 
Sunday school teacher who taught them about God 
each week or a parent who taught about God as they 
tucked us in at night. For others, a friend or 
colleague struck up the sometimes uncomfortable 
topic of religion and then invited us to a Bible study. 
Who introduced you to God?  

                                                        
     1 As quoted in his sermon “The Spirit of the True Saints is a Spirit 
of Divine Love.” See Ortlund, Dane. “Jonathan Edwards on God’s 
Love for You.” TheGospelCoalition.com. https://www.thegospel 
coalition.org/podcasts/word-of-the-week/jonathan-edwards-gods-l 
ove (accessed November 22, 2017).  
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God’s normal means of revealing his character—
his goodness, his power, his love, his holiness, and so 
forth—is through people who teach us these 
attributes from His word. God uses people to reach 
people. Yes, there are instances where God uses 
dreams or visions, but normally he uses people. In 
your own journey of getting to know God, who are 
the people that he has used? The book of Jonah is 
about God using one man in order to reach many.  

My aim in this short book is more than you 
merely knowing the story of Jonah, though I hope 
that does happen. Nor do I want to simply remind 
you of a story that you have heard before or even 
give you some new insights that cause you to say 
“Oh, that’s neat. I didn’t know that.” My goal is for 
you to rethink your story. How does Jonah’s story 
reveal the character of God and what does that have 
to do with you? What needs to change in your story? 
The biblical story of Jonah confronts us and calls us 
to change. And that can be scary. Major changes 
mean major difficulty. But they may also mean major 
joy. What if God really wanted to accomplish 
something through you? What would you be willing 
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to do, and even change, to find out what that was 
and see to it that it got done?  

That’s the story of Jonah…God says to Jonah, 
“Go to Nineveh”… Jonah says “no.” Jonah refuses 
because he knows God’s compassion may actually 
reach people that he doesn’t like. He doesn’t want 
them to know God. He doesn’t want them to 
experience God’s kindness. He doesn’t want them to 
change their evil ways as a result of experiencing 
God’s love. If they become reconciled to God then 
Jonah knows they may even pursue a relationship 
with him. He never really spells out why exactly he 
doesn’t want them to repent, but we can guess. They 
were his enemy. If they repented as a second-hand 
result of his ministry, great. But he was never going 
to intentionally seek to bless them. You don’t set out 
to bless your enemies. Or, at least, Jonah didn’t. 
Thank God, Jesus did. 

The cross-cultural implications of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ confront American Christians today. 
One of the realities of America today is the 
increasing number of international immigrants and 
refugees who set up residence in cities and towns. 
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Even in small cities, the nations are beginning to 
arrive. Our neighbors no longer look or talk like us. 
For some, the thought of getting to know a foreigner 
is frightening. Especially if we realize that person is 
from a country that we have long thought of as an 
enemy. A young Afghani couple who shows up at 
your church one Sunday. The older Syrian man who 
is in front of you at the grocery store. Our own 
church was faced with this when we began sending 
missionary teams to a country in Southeast Asia with 
whom America has had past war experiences. Some 
of our older members honestly admitted that they 
had grown up seeing this country as the enemy. 
They had seen family members and friends who had 
died as a result of this war. And now we were 
sending people there? They were asked to give 
financially and sacrificially to the effort of saving 
their enemy. Again, we are confronted with the 
question: What price would you be willing to pay to 
get God’s compassion to those towards whom you 
don’t feel compassionate? The gospel, that God 
pursued us in Christ while we were his enemies, is 
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contrasted with Jonah’s story of running away from 
his enemies.  

Jonah is going to confront us with this question: 
What do you do when you don’t want to do what 
God wants you to do? Some of us have no earthly 
idea what God wants from us. Other than some 
vague impressions that are left over from sermons 
we heard long ago, we haven’t heard from God in a 
long time. And yet we have in our Bibles  
 

“something more sure [than what our first 
hand sight or hearing could produce], the 
prophetic word, to which you will do well to 
pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone’s own interpretation. For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:19–
21). 

 

We have a clear and compelling word. Perhaps not 
an audible call to go to Nineveh, but we have the 
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written charge to “love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44) 
and “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
God has spoken and his word always brings life. He 
never speaks to you for your harm but for your joy. 
Even the painful commands that you don’t want to 
obey are for your joy and for his glory. He spoke to 
Jonah for his glory and to the same end he speaks to 
you. 

God’s purpose has always been to display his 
glory and love to all people. And so he speaks to 
Jonah out of that heartbeat of compassion. The story 
of the Old Testament is the story of God redeeming 
people at great cost to himself. He sets his love on 
Abram and says,  
 

“Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 
12:1–3).  
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God’s prophetic promise of blessing for “all the 
families of the earth” (Gen. 12:3) is the backdrop 
against which Jonah’s story is understood.  

Jonah was a prophet in Israel, the descendants of 
Abram. Israel was always intended to represent God 
to the nations by being a blessing to the nations. 
Jonah prophesied in a time of tension. There was 
measurable gain with the enlarging the geographic 
boarders of Israel. But spiritual decay as the king, 
Jeroboam II, did what was evil in the sight of God (2 
Kgs. 14:24). The growth of Israel did not reflect 
holiness of Israel. And in the midst of this moment, 
God says to Jonah the prophet, “Go preach to your 
enemies.” It was absurd. Jonah undoubtedly wanted 
to continue preaching God’s kindness to Israel. He 
wanted to preach the good news of their expanding 
territory. He wanted to speak of God’s love for them, 
not for their enemies. And yet that was the call. 
Christian, anytime you are reminded that God loves 
you, you ought to be reminded that he loves other 
people as well.  

God wanted to use Jonah to save Nineveh. Jonah 
wanted to use God to destroy Nineveh. God 
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planned to use Jonah to save Jonah’s enemies. Jonah 
desired to use God to destroy Jonah’s enemies. 
God’s pursuit of restoration conflicted with Jonah’s 
heartfelt longing for recompense. 

The book of Jonah is not about Nineveh or how 
awful and evil they were. Nor is it about a fish and 
the absurdity of a man being swallowed by a fish. It’s 
about God, who pursues his enemies at great cost to 
himself. And in being about God and his heart, it 
forces those of us who claim to be the people of God 
to ask some pretty revealing questions about our 
own hearts.  
 

“The primary purpose of the book of Jonah is 
to engage readers in theological reflection on 
the compassionate character of God, and in 
self-reflection on the degree to which their 
own character reflects this compassion, to the 
end that they become vehicles of this 
compassion in the world that God has made 
and so deeply cares about.”2  

                                                        
     2 ESV Study Bible Introductory notes on Jonah. 



 
 

 
 
 

J O N A H  1 
 

The Cost of God’s Compassion 
 
 

n Jonah chapter one we discover the cost of 
God’s compassion. We are reminded of his 
compassionate love for Israel and his 

compassionate love for Assyria, Israel’s enemy. We 
are reminded of his compassion for Jonah. We are 
reminded of his compassion for us. And in being 
reminded, we are confronted. The question which 
confronts us is this: What price would you be willing 
to pay to get God’s compassion to those towards 
whom you don’t feel compassion? Simply put, are 
you governed more by God’s compassion for them 
or your disdain for them? 

Jonah chapter one can be understood with the 
simple storyline:  

I 
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• God Calls Jonah 

• Jonah Runs From God 

• God Runs After Jonah 
 

If you have ever tried to call a dog that just ran from 
you when you called it then you’ve got an idea of the 
storyline. Here, Fido. Grumble. 
 

God Calls Jonah 
 

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, 
saying, 2

 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out 
against it, for their evil has come up before me.” (Jonah 1:1–2) 
 

God’s call to Jonah is clear. He tells him where to go 
and what to do and even why it needs to be done. 
And yet, Jonah the prophet refuses. 

This debunks the thought that “if God just spoke 
to me clearly then I’d obey.” No you wouldn’t. 
You’re far more like Jonah than you’d care to admit. 
We all are. Never blame God for your disobedience. 

While the call is clear, it’s difficult. Nineveh was 
the capital of Assyria. It was the headquarters of 
Israel’s greatest enemy. In fact, 30 years after Jonah’s 
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story, Assyria would wipe out Israel. They were 
known for their brutality and the way that they 
would humiliate and torture citizens of conquered 
lands. It’s understandable why Jonah fled. And yet, 
God calls his people to be witnesses of his kindness, 
not just to people they like but even to their 
enemies. What if God called you to take his love to 
your enemies? What if he called you to go to a place 
that wasn’t on your dream list?  

Do you want a life that is marked by obedience 
to God or do you want the life you had always 
planned? You can’t have both. If God’s calling on 
your life always lines up with exactly how you had 
planned your life; it is probably not God’s calling on 
your life. 

  
Jonah Ran 

 

“But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the 
LORD.” (Jonah 1:3) 
 

Jonah ran. Or rather he sailed. He set out for 
Tarshish, which is exactly the opposite direction of 
Ninevah. He should’ve been heading East for 
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Nineveh. Instead he sailed West across the 
Mediterranean for Tarshish. 

The text points out that Jonah was fleeing “from 
the presence of the Lord” (Jonah 1:3). Good luck 
with that. But that’s what disobedient people do. 

Disobedience is saying “no” to God. But anytime 
you reject the command of God you distance 
yourself from the person of God. You can’t be 
disobedient and close to God at the same time. If 
you have wondered recently why you haven’t felt 
close to God in a while, ask yourself: when is the last 
time you obeyed him? 
 
“He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. 
So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to 
Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.” (Jonah 1:3) 
 

In Joppa Jonah found a ship. It just so happened 
to be there. Jonah may have even thought, Well, God 
must want me to go. There’s a ship right here. Like it’s 
meant to be. But it wasn’t meant to be. Disobedience 
will always find a ship. Beware of thinking it’s always 
from God. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

*** End of Free Sample *** 


