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“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”  
—Joshua 24:15  
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Introduction 
A Religion in Corruption? 

 
 

gnorance is bliss”—at least that’s what eighteenth-century 
English poet Thomas Gray told us in his famous poem.1 

There, he nostalgically recalled the carefree days of his youth, 
unmarred by the poignant and dark realities inherent in 
adulthood. What Gray inferred by his axiomatic statement is that 
not only is ignorance bliss but, conversely, knowledge is despair (or 
at least the awareness of it is).  

There is all too frequently—lest we succumb to despair—a 
reluctance to express or to acknowledge publicly what is known to 
be true in order to make us feel better, or simply because it is 
oftentimes easier to ignore than to confront. What we should 
know, or could know, but don’t know, or refuse to know, permits 
us to feel better. Nowhere is this “ignorance-is-bliss” attitude more 
evident—in the Western world, at least—than in the realm of 
religion, specifically, the religion of Islam. Consider a few 
examples. Less than one week after the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 
New York City, former President George W. Bush reassured a 
reeling nation that, “These acts of violence against innocents 
                                                      
     1 Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College. 

“I 
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violate the fundamental tenets of the Islamic faith . . . Islam is 
peace.”2 President Bush elsewhere continued to insist that, “Islam, 
as practiced by the vast majority of people, is a peaceful religion, a 
religion that respects others.”3 America’s ensuing leader similarly 
expressed this same sentiment regarding Islam. Then President 
Barack Obama made this announcement at a speech to the Islamic 
Society of Baltimore in February 2016: “So let’s start with this 
fact: For more than a thousand years, people have been drawn to 
Islam’s message of peace.  And the very word itself, Islam, comes 
from salam—peace.”4  

The examples of leaders pronouncing, “Islam is a religion of 
peace,” are ubiquitous and endless, but the message seems to be at 
odds with other evidence. Al Qaeda, the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS), Boko Haram, Hezbollah, Hamas, and other radical 
terrorist groups kill in the name of Allah and the prophet 
Muhammad; homosexuals are stoned to death in countries that 
practice Sharia Law; women can be—and have been—stoned to 
death for being raped; teenage girls are often forced to undergo 
cliterectomies;5 women are, by Islamic law, subservient and possess 
fewer rights than males (just travel to any Muslim country for 

                                                      
     2 See https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/ 2001/09/200 
10917-11.html (accessed July 8, 2017). 
     3 Remarks by President George W. Bush in a statement to reporters during a 
meeting with U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan at the Oval Office, Washington, 
D.C. November 13, 2002. https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/infocus/ 
ramadan/islam.html (accessed July 8, 2017). 
     4 https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/03/remarks-pr 
esident-islamic-society-baltimore (accessed July 8, 2017). 
     5 See a tragic example of one woman’s defense of the practice as a guest on 
Tucker Carlson: http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/05/horror-woman-defen 
ds-female-genital-mutilation-young-girls-video/ (accessed July 8, 2017). 
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empirical proof of this statement); honor killings for those who 
bring shame on a family number in the thousands worldwide 
annually. The examples are myriad and yet the response is 
seemingly one of silence, especially from our leaders in Western 
countries. The silence is deafening. 

Former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) covert officer Bryan 
Dean Wright argues that the Western world has been intentionally 
delusional regarding the full truth of Islam: “Politicians should 
stop referring to Islam as an ‘agent of peace’ and say it is ‘a religion 
in crisis.’”6 
 So which narrative is correct? Is Islam a harbinger of truth and 
peace as world leaders and Muslim apologists insist, or is Islam a 
“religion in crisis”? To answer this question correctly, we would do 
well to listen to the teachings of Jesus who rightly pointed out that 
“by their fruits you will know them” (Matt. 7:20). In other words, 
fruit is the telltale sign of something real, because fruit doesn’t lie. 
Instead, fruit (or the kind of it) exposes the tree. “For a good tree 
does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. For 
every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs 
from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush” 
(Luke 6:43–44). 
 So that inevitably leads us to ask: Who gets to decide which 
version of Islam better portrays the teachings of Islam? The 
Muslim neighbor in the suburbs of Southeast Florida will 
inevitably look different than the Imam preaching in Saudi Arabia. 
One way to resolve this seeming tension is to harken back to the 

                                                      
     6 See https://www.yahoo.com/news/former-cia-officer-stop-calling-001733051.h 
tml (accessed July 8, 2017). 
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O N E 
 

A Brief Overview of Islam  
 
 

slam, the third of the major monotheistic religions, can be 
traced to a sixth-century man named Muhammad who lived in 

the Arabian Peninsula. Muhammad was born into a family 
belonging to a clan of Quraish, a ruling tribe of Mecca in A.D. 
570. Muhammad’s father died before he was born, and his mother 
passed away leaving him an orphan when he was six years old. 
From there he was consigned to the care of his grandfather, the 
head of a clan, but he too died, and Muhammad was then cared 
for by his uncle.  

Not much is known about the boy’s adolescence. However, 
Muslim tradition tells us he was known as al-ameen, “the 
trustworthy,” so he may have had a reputation for honesty in his 
trading and dealings as a tradesman. Around the year A.D. 590, 
Muhammad entered the service of a merchant widow named 
Khadijah, some fifteen years his senior. Sometime later she asked 
him to marry her, and he accepted her proposal. They had two 
sons together, both of whom died, and four daughters. 
 At the age of 40, in the year A.D. 610, he retreated to a cave on 
Mount Hira to meditate and began having a series of visions. He 

I 
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also heard a voice, later attributed to the angel Gabriel, which 
ordered him to: “Recite in the name of your Lord who created—
Created man from a clinging substance” (Surah 96:1–2). 
Muhammad’s visions continued over the ensuing 22 years until his 
death in A.D. 632. Although Muhammad claimed knowledge and 
revelations from the one true God, he and those who followed his 
teachings claimed to be neither Jews nor Christians, but 
descendants of Abraham, through Ishmael.  
 

The Story of Ishmael 
 

Ishmael was the son of the Hebrew patriarch Abraham, but not 
the one according to divine promise. Instead, he became the eldest 
son of Abraham by Hagar, his Egyptian concubine. “So Hagar 
bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael 
to Abram” (Gen. 16:15–16). Ishmael was born when Abraham 
was eighty-six years old, fourteen years before the birth of Isaac 
(Gen. 21:5), around 2076 B.C. in Mamre. 

As the son of Abraham, through the Egyptian slave Hagar, 
Ishmael was loved and prayed for. “And Abraham said to God, 
“Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” (Gen. 17:18). 

The Lord’s answer to this request, however was, “No.” Ishmael 
would not be the fulfillment of the covenant promise. But he 
would be blessed and become the father of a great nation.  
 

“Then God said: ‘No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My 
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
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his descendants after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall 
beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 
21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year’ ” (Gen. 
17:19–21). 

 

With this promise in his heart, Abraham took Ishmael and 
gave him the physical sign of being part of a covenant blessing—
circumcision. At thirteen years of age, Ishmael received this 
outward sign of salvation—circumcision of the flesh—but his 
circumcision never extended to the heart; it never reached to the 
essence of who he was, to his soul—most importantly, to his 
attitude and relationship with the one true God.  
 

“So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in 
his house and all who were bought with his money, every 
male among the men of Abraham’s house, and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same 
day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old 
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 
26 That very same day Abraham was circumcised, and his 
son Ishmael” (Gen. 17:23–26). 

 

The time came when Ishmael revealed the hostility he would 
always have towards the true child of the covenant, Isaac. This 
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happened when he was about fifteen or sixteen years of age. “And 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, scoffing” (Gen. 21:9). 

Because of his hostility toward Isaac, Sarah insisted that Hagar 
and her child be sent away. Though Abraham was reluctant to 
send Hagar and Ishmael away, the Lord intervened to agree with 
Sarah. The story is recorded in Genesis 21.  
 

“Therefore she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this 
bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac.’ 11 And 
the matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s sight 
because of his son. 

12 But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not let it be 
displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of 
your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen 
to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 13 Yet I 
will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, 
because he is your seed.’ 

14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took 
bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, 
he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then 
she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of 
Beersheba. 15 And the water in the skin was used up, and 
she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. 16 Then she 
went and sat down across from him at a distance of about 
a bowshot; for she said to herself, ‘Let me not see the 
death of the boy.’ So she sat opposite him, and lifted her 
voice and wept. 
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17 And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel 
of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, 
‘What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the 
voice of the lad where he is. 18 Arise, lift up the lad and 
hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great 
nation.’ 

19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and 
gave the lad a drink. 20 So God was with the lad; and he 
grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 
21 He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother 
took a wife for him from the land of Egypt” (Gen. 
21:10–21). 

 

Ishmael escaped death in the desert to become a rugged 
individual skilled in hunting while living in Paran. As well, in 
time, his mother found for him an Egyptian wife, thereby assuring 
his complete and utter spiritual abandonment of any covenant 
blessings associated with the Son of Promise. Again, “So God was 
with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became 
an archer. He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother 
took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.” (Gen. 21:20–21). 

Though there is much of the story left untold, apparently 
Abraham stayed in the heart of both Ishmael and Isaac, for when 
the great Patriarch died Ishmael united with his younger brother to 
find a proper burial place for their father. “Then Abraham 
breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of 
years, and was gathered to his people. And his sons Isaac and 
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, which is before 
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Mamre, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite” (Gen. 
25:8–9). 

In fulfillment of God’s word, Ishmael did become the father of 
a great nation, with many rulers.  
 

“And these were the names of the sons of Ishmael, by 
their names, according to their generations: The firstborn 
of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 
14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadar, Tema, Jetur, 
Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These were the sons of 
Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns and 
their settlements, twelve princes according to their 
nations. 17 These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one 
hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last 
and died, and was gathered to his people” (Gen. 25:13–
17). 

 

And as a father of a great nation, Ishmael had a daughter who 
eventually married Esau, the estranged brother of Jacob. “Esau 
took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter 
of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the 
daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, 
sister of Nebajoth” (Gen. 36:2–3). 

Finally, Ishmael was blessed with a long life, living for more 
than a hundred and thirty years. “These were the sons of Ishmael 
and these were their names, by their towns and their settlements, 
twelve princes according to their nations. These were the years of 
the life of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; and he 



A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF ISLAM 
 

21 
 

breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people.” (Gen. 
25:16–17).   

The life and legacy of Ishmael has been summed up this way: 
 

“Ishmael appears to have been a wild and wayward child, 
and doubtless the perfect freedom of desert life and 
interaction with those who looked upon him as heir-
apparent of their great chief tended to make him 
impatient of restraint and overbearing in his temper. His 
harsh treatment by Sarah, his disappointment in not 
becoming the heir of Abraham, and the necessity of 
earning a scanty living by his sword and bow would 
naturally wound his proud spirit and make him what the 
angel had predicted: ‘a wild donkey of a man; his hand 
will be against everyone, and everyone’s hand will be 
against him’  ” (Gen. 16:12).1 

 
Returning to Muhammad 

 

After three years in keeping his incredible visions, Muhammad 
began to recite what he heard. The content of these recitations was 
based on calling the people of his day from their idolatry to the 
one true God. For six years (A.D. 613–619), Muhammad preached 
and gathered a following who were willing to listen to his message. 
Enough people began to listen, so many, in fact, that it caused the 
wealthy, polytheistic mercantile class of Mecca to become 
concerned at his growing popularity. Muhammad’s preaching, in 
part, against images and turning exclusively to Allah, was harming 

                                                      
     1 The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary . 
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their control of the idolatrous shrine trade and their livelihood. By 
A.D. 622 Muhammad felt that his life was in danger. He had to 
flee to Medina at the invitation of the Arab tribes there. This 
journey to Medina is known as the hijrah. This migration also 
officially marks the beginning of the Islamic faith, for in the year 
A.D. 622, Muhammad assumed political power in Medina in order 
to validate his prophetic position. Those who submitted to his 
teaching, authority, and view of Allah as the one true God were 
called “Muslims,” meaning, “one who submits (to God)”. In the 
ensuing decade between his rise to power in Medina and his death 
in A.D. 632, Muhammad gave to his followers a body of 
administrative, political, and religious teachings that were collected 
after his death and put into a book called the Qur’an (“the 
recitation”). 
 

The Beliefs of Muhammad 
 

The main beliefs in the system of Islam may be simply noted 
in summary form.  
 

• There is one God called Allah, who is unitarian in his 
nature. Meaning, he has no partners. There is no trinity; he 
has no Son. He is absolutely sovereign, and is responsible 
for all that happens.   

• God created angels. The angels are everywhere. One sits on 
the right shoulder recording one’s good deeds; another sits 
on the left shoulder recording the bad deeds. On the Day 
of Judgment the record books are opened, and on the basis 
of the record therein, an individual is either rewarded or 
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punished. Satan was formerly an angel, but turned into a 
jinn. A jinn is a special order of supernatural beings, 
supposedly created from fire. They can possess humans.  

• God appointed prophets for every age. The line starts with 
Adam and includes Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Jacob, 
Joseph, David, Solomon, Jonah, Zechariah (the father of 
John), and Jesus. Muhammad is the “Seal of the Prophets.”  

• Holy Books. God gave every prophet a holy book. From 
Adam to Muhammad there 124,000 prophets, and thus 
the same number of holy books. Unfortunately, they have 
all been lost except the following: (1) The Torah, or Law, 
was given to Moses; (2) The Zabur, or Psalms, was given to 
David; (3) The Injil, or Gospel, was given to Jesus; (4) the 
Qur’an, or Recitation, was given to Muhammad.  

• The Day of Judgment. God will judge the world on the 
Day of Doom. There will be a balance scale to weigh the 
good deeds versus the bad ones. A wonderful paradise of 
gardens, fruit trees, streams, rivers of wine, and black-eyed 
virgins will be awarded to the men who have performed 
many good deeds. A fiery hell waits the wicked.  

• The decrees of God. A Sovereign God determines 
everything. He is the author of evil—in the sense that He 
chooses to lead individuals astray whom He will—and to 
guide aright whom He will. No one can withstand His 
decree, on any point. 

 
 





 
 

 
 
 

*** End of Free Preview *** 


