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Foreword 
 
 
Each time Tara, my older sibling, visited her in-laws 
on vacation, they insisted she accompany them to the 
Roman Catholic Mass. And each time Tara balked at 
the notion; but, in so doing, she explained her re-
sistance. She gently reminded her in-laws of her the-
ological objections to the Mass and how the Roman 
Catholic teaching on the subject is in direct conflict 
with her own Baptist convictions. This cycle repeated 
itself with each visit until one time Tara finally re-
lented and agreed to attend—perhaps mostly out of 
curiosity. She had never personally witnessed a Mass, 
so she decided she would experience it firsthand, to 
see what all the excitement was about. 
 And so Tara accompanied her in-laws to the Ro-
man Catholic Mass.  
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It was nearing the end of the service when Tara’s 
mother-in-law leaned over and whispered that she 
wanted to hold Max, only a year old at this point. 
Tara smiled and happily obliged. She handed Max 
down the row to the aisle seat and into the awaiting 
arms of his smiling grandmother.  

It was only a brief time later that Tara noticed 
something odd. Her mother-in-law slipped out of 
the pew, still holding Max, and started walking down 
the aisle toward the front. Was she okay? Was she 
having an issue? Is this normal? Tara was somewhat 
in disbelief, uncertain what she was witnessing. Be-
wilderment quickly turned into disbelief as it became 
apparent what was happening: grandmother and 
baby Max were lined up in front of the priest to be 
baptized. Make no mistake about it: Max’s grand-
mother was all too aware of the fact that Tara would 
never permit such an act—a Roman Catholic bap-
tism—but she, the grandmother, was convinced her 
audacious act was justified because of the profound 
implications of her decision. 

You see, for Max’s grandmother, baptism is the 
gateway to life eternal and the door which gives ac-
cess to the other sacraments of the Roman Catholic 
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Chapter 1 
 

A Familiar Pattern 
 

 

t is an often-repeated cycle that I have witnessed 
too many times to count. The story is all too fa-

miliar. I should know, after all. It’s my story too. 
Christians will be introduced to the doctrines of the 
Reformed faith, and they are ecstatic. They unapolo-
getically embrace God’s sovereignty, the framework 
that ungirds the entirety of Reformed theology. But 
not only do they affirm it, and all of its logical impli-
cations, they truly believe it—from Christ’s atoning 
work on the cross that actually accomplishes salvation 
to true repentance and the transforming work of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer to the im-
portance of the covenant in their interpretation of 
Scripture, among other important issues. These new-
found converts to Reformed theology continue their 
theological development by picking up works from 

I 
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stalwarts of the Reformed faith and see their love for 
Christ, love for doctrine, love for growth in holiness 
flourish—and they feel a real connection to the past. 
Indeed, they soak in the writings of John Calvin, 
John Knox, Francis Turretin, the Puritans, George 
Whitfield, Jonathan Edwards, and B. B. Warfield, to 
name just a few, and feel liberated, overjoyed that 
they have finally found voices that clearly express the 
meaning of the words of Scripture. It now all makes 
sense to them. But they still harbor some lingering 
uncertainty about a crucial aspect of their newly-dis-
covered Reformed theology. It still looks a bit off for 
them, different from what seems so obvious in the 
words of Scripture. What is it? It’s that pesky issue of 
infant baptism that appears to have more to do with 
clinging to a segment of stunted Christian doctrine 
than with fidelity to, and a consistency with, the 
Reformation belief in the perspicuity of Scripture.  

How in the world, they may ask, can Christians, 
who are so biblical in their theology and emphasize 
personal, heart-changing salvation, believe that in-
fants, who cannot express faith, should receive the 
sign of faith? How does that, on its face, not hearken 
back to an era of Christian belief from which we have 
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reformed, from which we have matured? Many have 
serious struggles confronting this antimony. I know 
this to be so, and fully understand it well, because I 
was once right there alongside these detractors, in-
sisting that the practice is closer to a veiled form of 
Roman Catholic practice than clear, consistent bibli-
cal teaching. 

At the same time, similar questions are equally 
raised by those who have been nurtured in the Pres-
byterian and Reformed tradition. (I, too, have ob-
served this more than I would care to admit.) Many 
have witnessed the baptism of infants on numerous 
occasions and were reminded growing up of the fact 
that they too were baptized in their infancy. Yet for 
them, this practice is something they have always 
seen, perhaps even taken for granted without serious 
reflection or thought for the justification of such a 
tradition. They know it’s something “we just do.” If 
someone were to ask them why their church baptized 
babies, they might struggle to provide a justifiably 
sufficient or coherent answer to the honest inquirer. 

It is for these people—those truly seeking a better 
understanding why paedobaptists think it is proper 
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and biblical to baptize infants, as well as for Chris-
tians who might struggle to articulate why they be-
lieve the practice should continue—that this book 
was written. It is my conviction that there are solid, 
biblical answers to these questions that do not strain 
credulity or require exegetical gymnastics to get 
around key biblical texts. Simply stated, the Re-
formed tradition, and my own Presbyterian expres-
sion of that tradition, promotes the practice of infant 
baptism, not because it is something we have always 
done, but because the Bible teaches it. And it is my 
duty to explain why I believe that is the case. I hope 
that this work will not only help inform those who 
disagree by allowing them to actually read an argu-
ment for the practice by someone who believes it, but 
also help my fellow Presbyterians in the pews better 
understand why their own churches have these kinds 
of baptisms in their services. 

As with any topic, there are limitations to what is 
able to be covered, so my desire is that this work will 
be one of many books for people on the issue. I want 
this to be an introduction to the subject matter, not 
the last book the reader picks up on the subject. To 
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that end, I trust following pages will benefit parish-
ioners and present them with an overview of the cu-
mulative case that convinced me, as I believe what 
turned my attitude on the topic could prove to be for 
the betterment of others. Additionally, I wanted 
something that is relatively short and readily accessi-
ble for those who desire to know more about the the-
ological basis behind the practice of infant baptism.  
 

A Roadmap for Laying Out the Case 
   

I invite you, then, to join me as I embark on the jour-
ney to lay out the case for my belief on this topic. In 
so doing, it is my conviction that, in order to under-
stand the rationale for infant baptism properly, an 
understanding of the concept of covenant in the Bi-
ble is first important to keep in mind. In fact, I be-
lieve this is the bedrock for the continued practice of 
children receiving the sign as members of the cove-
nant community. From there, I will move to discuss 
how signs of a covenant operated within the commu-
nity of the people God. Thus, my argument will trace 
the importance of covenant, who God embraces in 
His covenantal relations, and finally how the signs of 
the covenant function and were applied among the 
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covenant community—with a few answers to stand-
ard objections interspersed throughout the chapters. 
First, though: Why is the concept of covenant so im-
portant to the Bible, and what does that have to do 
with baptism? It is to that I now turn.  
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Chapter 2 
 

The Importance of the  

Covenant 
 
 

ust provide me with one verse that teaches 
Christian parents are to baptize their chil-

dren,” Stan insisted. “I’m not asking for a lot—just 
one.” 

“But that’s not the way we understand the issue, 
nor is it even the right question to ask,” replied 
Amantha, shaking her head.  

Undaunted, Stan pressed on, thinking he had 
Amantha trapped. “So you admit there isn’t a single 
verse you can point to in order to prove your posi-
tion?” With raised eyebrow, and a certain amount of 
incredulity in his voice, he moved in, “But yet I can 
show you from Scripture where an apostle says that 
one must first repent and then be baptized.” 

“J 
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“Not so fast. We both agree that adults must first 
profess faith in Christ before being baptized. So far 
so good. But what you are referring to by the New 
Testament examples is convert baptism and has little 
to do with our question under discussion, namely: 
What is to be done with children of professing adult 
believers?” 

“I hear you, Amantha, but this point really must 
be underscored: The only examples we find in the 
New Testament follow the same, simple pattern: re-
pentance and faith followed by baptism. So you’re 
still stuck in a quandary.” 

Unfortunately, the above exchange illustrates the 
thinking of many when it comes to the issue of infant 
baptism—that the issue can be reduced to finding a 
single proof text for or against the position. We often 
want the easy answer to the complex question. An 
indisputable go-to proof text is preferred to a thor-
ough examination of the all the data. What’s more, 
when someone cannot provide an easy, digestible re-
ply to a question, we often assume it’s because that 
person isn’t being faithful to a principle we so cher-
ish—the perspicuity of Scripture, the clarity of the Bi-
ble in addressing important truths. We want things 




