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Haggai Chapter One 
 

Four Months Till God’s Glory 
 

Introduction 
 

he Babylonian Captivity, which began in 586 B.C., with the fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, was a focal point in ancient Jewish history. Nine of the twelve Minor Prophets 
lived and preached before the captivity with a prophetic eye on the tragedy to come. Three of the 

prophets, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, preached after the Babylonian Captivity which lasted for 70 years.  
 

Twelve Minor Prophets  
 

Prophet Meaning of Name Time of Ministry Place of Ministry 
Hosea salvation 8th century B.C. Northern Kingdom 

Joel Yahweh is God 8th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 
Amos to carry (by God) 8th century B.C. Northern Kingdom 

Obadiah servant of the Lord 8th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 

Jonah dove 7th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 

Micah who is like God 7th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 

Nahum comfort 7th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 

Habakkuk embrace 6th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 
Zephaniah hidden by Yahweh 6th century B.C. Southern Kingdom 

Haggai feast (festival) post exilic Southern Kingdom 

Zechariah Yahweh remembers post exilic Southern Kingdom 

Malachi my messenger post exilic Southern Kingdom 

 
Haggai and Zechariah ministered several years after the return, when the building of the Temple was 
neglected by those who should have seen the work completed. The purpose of their ministry was to 
encourage the Jews to return to their work despite the opposition by the Samaritans.  
 

T 
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Haggai began his work two months before Zechariah, who was appointed by God to confirm what Haggai 
had to say, so that out of the mouth of two witnesses His Word would be established. Within four months 
the work of the prophet Haggai was completed, in the second year of Darius, king of Persia, between the 
beginning of the sixth month (Elul; Aug/Sept), and the end of the ninth (Chislev; Nov/Dec). Zechariah’s 
work continued for another two years (Hag. 7:1). Some have the honor to lead, others to last in the work of 
the Lord (Matthew Henry). 
 
In addition to rebuking and encouraging, the prophets also prophesied of Christ. Haggai spoke of Christ as 
the glory of the Latter House. Zechariah spoke of Him as the man, and as the Branch. According to the 
Septuagint (LXX,) Haggai and Zechariah wrote several Psalms (138; 146; 147; and 148). 
 
Chapter one begins with a strong rebuke to the Jews because they had neglected to finish rebuilding the 
Temple.  Haggai 1:4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? 5 Now 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. 

 
The narrative continues with how the displeasure of God in allowing the spiritual work to cease was 
manifested in famine, and other forms of discipline.  Haggai 1:11, “And I called for a drought upon the land, 
and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which 
the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.” 

 
Chapter two foretells the promise of the new temple, and the glory that was to come to it.  Haggai 2:7, “And 
I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” 
 

*     *     * 
 

Five Important Dates in Haggai who Ministered in 520 B.C. 

(During the Reign of  Darius Hystaspes Ruler of the Persian Empire 521–486 B.C.) 
 
The First Message: Haggai 1:1–15 

Day 1 in the sixth month of Elul is August 29, 520 B.C. 
 
The Response: Haggai 1:15 
 Day 24 in the sixth month of Elul is September 21, 520 B.C. 
 

The Second Message: Haggai 2:1–9  
 Day 21 in the seventh month of Tishri is October 17, 520 B.C. 
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The Third Message: Haggai 2:10–19      
 Day 24 in the ninth month of Chislev which is December 18, 520 B.C.  

 
The Fourth Message: Haggai 2:20–23 
 Day 24 in the ninth month of Chislev which is December 18, 520 B.C. 
 

*     *     * 
 

Seven Important Facts about Haggai 
 

• Haggai is the shortest book in the Old Testament.  

• Haggai contains two chapters with a combined total of 38 verses.  

• Haggai is composed of four messages.  

• Haggai was the first of the post exilic prophets to minister in Jerusalem.  

• Haggai began his ministry in the year 520 BC. 

• Haggai had a ministry that was short. It lasted for only four months. 

• Haggai encouraged the exiles to rebuild the Second Temple in order to receive God’s blessings. 

 
*     *     * 

 
HAGGAI 1 

Darius, King of Persia 

c. 521–486 B.C. 

 

The First Message  

A Divine Reprimand for Neglecting the Temple  

Haggai 1:1–15 

 

Day 1 of Elul 

August 29, 520 B.C. 
 

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the 

word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 

to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, 
 

In the second year of Darius the king. Darius reigned c. 521–486 B.C., indicating that Haggai began his 
ministry in 520 BC, on the first day of the month of Elul (Aug/Sept). 
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The word of the Lord came to Haggai (lit. festive) but it was for Zerubbabel. The name Zerubbabel means, 
“born of Babel, (i.e. Babylon).” He was the son of Shealtiel whose name means, “I asked God” (Ezra 3:2). 
Zerubbabel, as governor of Judah, was of royal descent through David. He was the grandson of Jehoiachin, 
the king of Judah, who was taken captive to Babylon (1 Chron. 3:17).  
 
The word of the Lord was also for Joshua, who was the son of Josedech the high priest of Israel.  The name 
Joshua means, “Salvation is of the LORD.” 

  
2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the 

LORD’s house should be built. 
  

Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts. This title for the LORD is used fourteen times in twelve verses by Haggai 
(Hag. 1:2, 5, 7, 9, 14; 2:4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 23). It was a familiar term to the Hebrew people being used over 200 
times in the Old Testament. The expression is designed to emphasize the ultimate power of God over the 
universe, and over every creature. The expression also denotes the subjection of every individual to the 
divine power.  
  
A large part of the solution to any problem is to identify it. The Lord does that with astute clarity.  

  
3 Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 

4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled [roofed] houses, and this house lie waste? 
  
The prophetic word given to Haggai begins with a statement setting forth the position of the people. 
Knowing the hearts of the people, the Lord articulated in public what was being said in private. The people 
had decided the time had not arrived for the Lord’s house to be rebuilt. This had not always been the people’s 
position. Once, the Jews believed God wanted them to build up the House of the Lord, and they were eager 
to do that.  
 
Within a year after returning from the Babylonian Captivity in 538 B.C., the Jews had set up an altar for 
sacrifice, and laid the foundation for the Temple (Ezra 3:10). Then they met opposition and decided it was 
not the time to build. The opposition came from the Samaritans. Using the power of words and weapons, 
the Samaritans hindered the work of the ministry.  
 
For more than ten years the people did nothing for the Lord, but they did a lot for themselves, as the prophet 
points out (Hag. 1:4). Haggai asked a penetrating question. “Why was it all right for the people to live in 
nice, comfortable houses with ceiling tile while the Lord’s house lies in waste?”  
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5 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
 

One reason why Christians sin so easily is they do not consider their ways. They do not consider the nature 
of evil. They do not consider the far-reaching consequences of personal choices. They do not anticipate how 
an attitude or action today, can lead to devastating results tomorrow.  The main reason for this lack of serious 
consideration of spiritual matters is the superficial thought that something different “ought” to be done, but 
by someone else. As a result, personal responsibility to do something for the Lord is deliberately suppressed 
so more self-centered moments might be enjoyed, and the principle of pleasure experienced.  

 
6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 

filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to 

put it into a bag with holes. 

 
Ironically, the attempt to keep more resources for oneself at the expense of spiritual matters, and the known 
will of God, does not bring any reward. The people sowed much, and had poor harvests. They drank much, 
but never quenched their thirst. They bought many clothes but never kept warm. They made a lot of money 
but it dribbled away as if they had put the money in a bag with holes. The divine law is easily forgotten. 
Proverbs 3:9–10, Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase: So shall 
thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” To those who do not believe 
they can afford to give to the cause of Christ, and gospel work the response is this, “You cannot afford NOT 
to give!”  

 
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I 

will be glorified, saith the LORD. 
 

The Divine answer to the practical problem of loss of resources was for the people to consider their ways, 
and then go to the mountains and find wood, and build the house of the Lord. When this happened, the Lord 
would take pleasure in the work, and He would be glorified. The point is easy to understand. There is a cause-
and-effect relationship between the people of God’s attitude towards the will of the Lord, and their personal 
prosperity and happiness. Those who see the Church only as an option, a collection of private opinions, and 
an opportunity for social advancement, will know personal deprivation.  
 

9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. 

Why? Saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own 

house. 

10 Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.  
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11 And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon 

the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and 

upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands. 
 

Lest the people misunderstand, the prophet repeats the point. The people looked for much, and their 
expectations came to little. God “blew,” as it were, upon the harvest results so that the fruit of labor was 
“blown away.” Why? Because the house of God was allowed to lie in waste while every person returned unto 
his own home. Therefore God sent a drought to the land, and scarcity of food. 

 
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all 

the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the 

prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. 
 
Then…all the remnant of the people, obeyed. Notice when the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their 
God.  
 
The people obeyed when they were confronted with the consequences of their words and deeds, which were 
contrary to the known will of the Lord.  
 
The people obeyed when they had tried matters their own way. As the Prodigal Son’s father allowed him to 
go and squander the inheritance he received, so the Lord allows Christians to squander much time and 
money in order to teach eternal lessons.  
 
The people obeyed when they came to the end of their fleshly resources. The Lord knows how to extract 
what is owed Him. The Babylonian captivity lasted for seventy years, because seventy times the people of 
Israel had not honored God’s will in regard to the land (2 Chron. 36: 20–23). Apparently that lesson had 
been forgotten, and so had to be repeated.  
 
The people obeyed after the word of the Lord came to them again, calling the nation to thoughtful 
repentance.  
 
The people obeyed after the promise of God was repeated, and believed, that He would have pleasure in 
gospel obedience.  
 
The people obeyed when they had learned to fear God once more. Fear of God came with an acute awareness 
of His sovereignty over nature, and thus their lives, as the gospel was preached by the prophets.  
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13 Then spake Haggai the LORD’s messenger in the LORD’s message unto the people, saying, I am 

with you, saith the LORD. 
 

Here are precious words in the midst of life’s dark days. “I am with you” saith the Lord.  
 

“There’s a peace in my heart  
       that the world never gave, 
A peace it cannot take away; 
       Though the trials of life may surround like a cloud, 
I’ve a peace that has come here to stay! 
 
Constantly abiding, Jesus is mine; 
       Constantly abiding, rapture divine; 
He never leaves me lonely,  
       whispers, O so kind: 
‘I will never leave thee,’ 
        Jesus is mine. 
 
All the world seemed to sing of a Savior and King, 
       When peace sweetly came to my heart; 
Troubles all fled away and my night turned to day, 
       Blessed Jesus, how glorious Thou art! 
 
This treasure I have in a temple of clay, 
       While here on His footstool I roam; 
But He’s coming to take me some glorious day, 
       Over there to my heavenly home!” 

—Anne S. Murphy 
 

14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 

spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; 

and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 
 

Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:6). Without the LORD there is no power, or energy, 
to do that which is right and good. But when the LORD comes to stir up His people mighty deeds are 
accomplished. A conscious dependence upon the LORD is essential for Christian strength and service, which 
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is why the apostles were told to remain at Jerusalem until they were filled with power from on high (Luke 
24:49).  

 
Day 24 of Elul 

Work Begins on the Second Temple 

September 21, 520 B.C. 
 

15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.  
 

In the four and twentieth day. On September 21, 520 B.C., the people began to work again on the Second 
Temple. The spiritual dynamics of this passage are easy to comprehend.  
 
Spiritual priorities should give way to personal comforts. People need something and Someone, other than 
themselves, to live for, and love.  
 
Selfishness will not go unpunished in time. God knows how to take away the toys of time. He knows how to 
“blow” away our resources no matter how much we gather in.  
 
Sometimes even the leadership, as well as the led, need to be stirred up to build the House of God for the 
word of the Lord came to Zerubbabel, and Joshua, and then to the people. 
 
Though the people of Israel might have thought they had good reason to neglect the work of God, they had 
none, or the Lord would not have sent the drought, or the scarcity. The people needed to learn to obey (1:7) 
once more.  
 
Twenty-three days after first receiving the Word of the Lord, work began again on the House of God. There 
is a time element in spiritual matters. Fortunately, God is very patient as He waits for His people to comply 
with His will. Nevertheless, to obey sooner, rather than later, is better. Certainly, this is true in the matter of 
salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  Let the 
word go forth that souls are not to linger in coming to Christ.  
 

“Why do you wait, dear brother, 
       Oh, why do you tarry so long? 
Your Savior is waiting to give you 
       A place in His sanctified throng. 
 
Why not? Why not? 
       Why not come to Him now? 
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Why not? Why not? 
       Why not come to Him now? 
 
What do you hope, dear brother, 
       To gain by a further delay? 
There’s no one to save you but Jesus, 
       There’s no other way but His way. 
 
Do you not feel, dear brother, 
       His Spirit now striving within? 
Oh, why not accept His salvation, 
       And throw off your burden of sin? 
 
Why do you wait, dear brother? 
       The harvest is passing away, 
Your Savior is longing to bless you, 
       There is danger and death in delay.” 

—George F. Root 
 
In spiritual matters Christians are to exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13). 
 
*Note: Skip ahead to page 25 to complete “Review” questions for Haggai chapter one.


	—George F. Root
	Haggai Chapter Two




