
Praise for The Gift of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
“John taught his seminar on the Holy Spirit in 1994 in our church. What we 
received were the first fruits of his labors in studying and teaching on the Holy 
Spirit. Over the next twenty-five years he would continue diligently to study, 
develop, and teach this course. The book you hold in your hand is the final 
product of those years of faithful labors. He has written with the mind of a the-
ologian and the heart of a pastor. I have greatly benefitted again from reading 
this book. And with thankfulness to God I heartily recommend it to you. May 
God use it to fill your mind with understanding and greater appreciation as you 
consider the Person and work of the Holy Spirit in your life.” 
  

Amresh Semurath  
Pastor, Reformed Evangelical Church, Trinidad & Tobago 

 
“The work is extraordinary. Thoroughly biblical, and yet, written in conversa-
tion with the great writers of church history. Even the most experienced pas-
tor/theologian will gain new insight from this work into the Person and work 
of the Holy Spirit, not because the author has discovered new truths, but be-
cause he brings to light the great truths of historic, Evangelical, and Reformed 
Christianity that have been lost or neglected in the superficiality of this present 
age. At the same time, the author presents the material without the complex 
jargon often associated with such profound work. He has made some of the 
greatest and most profound truths regarding the Holy Spirit accessible to all 
and he has demonstrated how they impact every aspect of the Christian life—
conversion, sanctification, ecclesiology, ministry, missions, etc. This work de-
serves to be read and reread throughout the years!” 
  

Paul David Washer 
Founder and Director of HeartCry Missionary Society 

 
“Here is the fruit of decades of study in the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Reu-
ther, the theologian, presents the Person and work of the Third Person of the 
Trinity in the context of Scripture, redemptive history, and historical theology. 
Reuther, the pastor, navigates Christ’s sheep into nourishing and refreshing 
pastures of biblical truth so that we who live by the Spirit, may also walk by the 



 

Spirit (Gal. 5:25). He exegetically opens Scripture, winsomely interacts with 
proponents of diverse perspectives, and insightfully instructs us in solidarity 
with sound Evangelical and Reformed convictions. He guides us in the practi-
cal matters of personal piety and ecclesiastical communion. He compels us to 
worship and serve our triune God in union with Christ and each other by His 
Spirit. Read The Gift of the Holy Spirit and you will be encouraged and 
equipped to live as a recipient of the Spirit of the risen Christ in this present 
age of New Covenant salvation.” 
   

Dr. Alan J. Dunn 
Pastor, Grace Covenant Baptist Church, Flemington, NJ  

 
“Excellent! The best book I have seen on the Person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. The author makes massive and appropriate use of Scripture. His effec-
tive citation of numerous authors is also noteworthy. His discussions of the 
Spirit and the Trinity, spiritual gifts, life in the Spirit, and the importance of 
church membership are very helpful.” 
  

Dr. Robert C. Newman 
Professor of New Testament and Christian Evidences, Emeritus  
Biblical Theological Seminary (now Missio Seminary) 

 
“In a time when widespread error and confusion abounds about the work of 
the Holy Spirit today, Reuther provides sound and timely instruction in what 
Scripture teaches. Clearly written and fair and knowledgeable in dealing with 
views he disagrees with; this study will especially benefit Christians desiring to 
grow in a biblically based expectation of the work of the Spirit in their lives.”  
  

Dr. Richard B. Gaffin Jr. 
Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Emeritus 
Westminster Theological Seminary 
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To the God who gives His Holy Spirit to us. 
 

— 1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  4 : 8 
 
 
 

To my wife, Wendy, who has filled my life with love, joy, and peace. 
 

— G A L A T I A N S  5 : 2 2 
 
 

 
With gratitude for, and in memory of, 

Professor Robert J. Dunzweiler 
(1931–1996) 

 
“When I pass on, will all my accumulated knowledge and skill be lost? 

Or is it possible that after death, these natural and spiritual gifts 
Will somehow be refined and preserved, enhanced and be made complete, 

And then pressed into the service of the King?” 
 

—An address he gave on the shortness and uncertainty of life, August 1992.  



 



 

 
 
 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

 
 
“The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places. Indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me” 
(Ps. 16:6). 
 
Recently, while driving through nearby Princeton, NJ, I passed Princeton Sem-
inary and then crossed over Hodge Street. I reflected on the heritage of the 
Hodges and Warfield passed on to me by Robert J. Dunzweiler during my sem-
inary years. His course, “The Personal Ministries of the Holy Spirit” led me to 
pursue full-orbed Trinitarian studies and not neglect the Holy Spirit in my life, 
study, or teaching. 

God used other “Roberts” in seminary. There was Dr. Robert C. Newman, 
whose doctoral work in astrophysics God used to prepare him for teaching 
New Testament history and exegesis. Dr. Robert A. Peterson opened Calvin’s 
theology for me, and I benefitted from his emphasis on the thematic dimen-
sion of exegesis and theology. Dr. J. Robert Vannoy (1937–2019) opened the 
treasures of Old Testament history and theology and made it come alive. 
These men shaped me and prepared me for life and ministry (Luke 6:40). 

In the early 1990s I developed “The Gift of the Holy Spirit” and began to 
teach the course internationally. Since 2009, with the encouragement of Dr. 
Robert R. Gonzales, Dean of Reformed Baptist Seminary (RBS), I have regu-
larly taught the course for RBS. The students of RBS, as well as the interna-
tional students, have helped me clarify the truths of Scripture presented here. 

Thanks to Susan Carter, who is gifted at suggesting sentence structure for 
effective communication. Thank you, Stan and Colleen Sorenson, for taking 
time to check over the book. I thank our daughter Rebekah Wernham for find-
ing time as a busy homeschooling mom to work through the book in that final 
attempt to eliminate typo bugs. Our daughter-in-law Rebecca Reuther has real-
ly learned how to work on indices and her help has been invaluable. If there are 
any flaws in the work, I claim them as my own. 



 

 

Thank you, Adam Murrell, and Ichthus Publications for your commitment 
to my work on the Holy Spirit. Thanks to Pastor Rob Ventura for his help in 
promoting this book along with Ichthus. If you are interested in video classes 
based on this book, contact RBS in Sacramento, CA. 

My deepest appreciation and heartfelt love to Covenant Baptist Church in 
Lumberton for over thirty-five years of observing your love for God’s Word 
and His worship, as well as for your support, and for two of the dearest Spirit-
filled saints ever, Chuck and Maxine Randall (Ps. 92:14).  
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C H A P T E R  1 3 
 

Expectations of the Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 
W H A T  S H O U L D  W E  E X P E C T  the Holy Spirit to do in our contemporary world 
through us?1 Should we have a high level of expectancy for God to work “in 
miraculous ways?” It is not a question of God working in non-miraculous ways, 
but miraculous ways. 

Myk Habets comments on the emphasis of Christian expectancy in renew-
al movements. 
  

Regrettably, the tone of expectation characterizing much of the best 
of the renewal movement subtly turns into a tone of expectancy, of 
experience on demand; the Spirit occupying the place of the dis-
penser of experience rather than the Holy Spirit, worthy of worship 
and praise, the empowering presence of God to equip for service 
(evangelism, equipping, edification, etc.), and to draw the believer 
into a more vital relationship with both Jesus Christ and God the 
Father.2 

  

 
1  Grudem explains that rather than label the view of Samuel Storms and others “Third Wave,” he originally 

suggested to the symposium that it be called “expectant evangelicals because one distinctive emphasis is 
a high level of expectancy for God to work in miraculous ways today.” Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? 
Four Views, 12. 

2  Myk Habets, The Progressive Mystery (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2019), 166. For further reading 
see Rod Rosenbladt, “Who Do TV Preachers Say That I Am?” In Michael Horton, ed. The Agony of De-
ceit (Chicago: Moody Press, 1990), 107–120. 
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I present five expectations which we may legitimately have in the Christian 
life respecting the work of the Holy Spirit. 

First, we expect the Holy Spirit to fulfill his personal and corporate ministries. 
I can expect the Spirit to enable me to understand and draw spiritual bene-

fit from the Word of God. I can expect Him to apply it to my heart. I can expect 
the Spirit to bear witness to my spirit and give me comforting assurance. I can 
expect Him to lead me as I walk in the commandments of His Law and follow 
His Son. I can expect Him to help me with my weakness in prayer and fill my 
heart to overflowing in prayer. I can expect that the seed of the Word of God 
will bring a progressive maturity and development of character that will pro-
duce spiritual fruit to ripeness in my life. I can expect that the Spirit will use me 
as He enables me to edify others in the body of Christ. 

I can expect Him to be all that is intended by His name paraklētos. He will 
mediate the presence of Father and Son in my heart. He will teach me. He will 
enable me to have a part in the work of Christ in this world in reaching the lost 
and building His church. He will comfort, counsel, help, encourage, and be my 
advocate against the accusations of Satan. 

I can expect the Spirit to empower me in the process of sanctification and 
the work of the mortification of sin. 

Second, we may expect a full Trinitarian experience of love, mercy, and grace 
through the indwelling of the Godhead. 

We have been baptized into the Trinitarian name (Matt. 28:19). We are 
Trinitarian in our identity and in our experience (2 Cor. 13:14). The fullness 
of the deity dwells in us. We therefore can expect to know experientially, as we 
faithfully abide in Him, the joys and comforts, as well as a sense of awe in our 
hearts as we devote ourselves to walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25). This is the 
norm of Christian living, not the extraordinary. This is the gift and the grace 
that has been given to us, and this is what we can expect as the fruit of His Trin-
itarian indwelling. 

Survey the list of passages in chapter five which show the amazing scope of 
Trinitarian operation and blessing in the Christian life and in the church 
through the Trinitarian gospel. Meditate often on the indwelling of God in 
your heart, and commit daily to abiding in Christ so that His Spirit will fill your 
life in the practical details of daily life. 
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Third, we can expect God’s providential care, provision, and guidance in the 
Christian life. 

I see the providence of God as a major aspect of life in the Spirit. Provi-
dence is preservation, provision (Bavinck calls it provide-ence), and the Spirit is 
in the world to carry out the work of providence. 

Bavinck writes: 
  

God’s providence is manifest not only, nor primarily, in the extraor-
dinary events of life and in miracles but equally as much in the sta-
ble order of nature and the ordinary occurrences of daily life. What 
an impoverished faith it would be if it saw God’s hand and counsel 
from afar in a few momentous events but did not discern it in a per-
son’s own life and lot? It leads all these things toward their final 
goal, not against but agreeably to their nature, not apart from but 
through the regular means; for what power would there be in a faith 
that recommended stoical indifference or fatalistic acquiescence as 
true godliness? But so, as the almighty and everywhere present 
power of God, it makes us grateful when things go well and patient 
when things go against us, prompts us to rest with childlike submis-
sion in the guidance of the Lord and at the same time arouses us 
from our inertia to the highest levels of activity. In all circumstances 
of life, it gives us good confidence in our faithful God and Father 
that he will provide whatever we need for body and soul and that he 
will turn to our good whatever adversity he sends us in this sad 
world, since he is able to do this as almighty God and desires to do 
this as a faithful Father.3 

 

He also comments on miracles: 
  

A miracle is not a violation of natural law and no intervention in the 
natural order. From God’s side it is an act that does not more im-
mediately and directly have God as its cause than any ordinary 
event, and in the counsel of God and the plan of the world it occu-
pies as much an equally well-ordered and harmonious place as any 

 
3  Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004), 619. Bavinck’s 

material on God and Creation in his Reformed Dogmatics was printed separately in Herman Bavinck, In 
the Beginning (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999). The chapter on providence is found on pp. 229–260. 
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natural phenomenon. In miracles God only puts into effect a special 
force which, like any other force, operates in accordance with its 
own nature and therefore also has an outcome of its own.4 

  

Note the words “from God’s side.” From our side, they are different from 
“ordinary events” or “natural phenomena.” He is not minimizing miracles but 
emphasizing the amazing scope of providence. We can expect God faithfully to 
continue His providence in the world and in our lives. If He works miracles, 
that is His prerogative. 

His providence also extends to guidance. We do not expect Him to give a 
distinct prophecy from another (gifted) person concerning an answer to a 
question we have, a dilemma we face, or choice we must make. Rather, we can 
expect Him to use the means of grace to enable us, by His Spirit, to wait upon 
Him and act wisely in our choices. 

Psalm 104 is the psalm of God’s providence. Observe how God is intimate-
ly involved in the creation every day. In it the psalmist says, “You send forth 
Your Spirit” (Ps. 104:30). 

Fourth, we can expect God to do His will. 
God is a miracle working God. But I do not live my life expecting Him to 

perform a miracle just because I think that a miracle is in order. I often do pray 
that God will work miraculously in people’s lives. I ask and leave the results to 
Him. I do not believe that miracle working is necessarily contingent on how 
much I expect God to work miracles. The miracle expectation view has some-
thing of the “expect God to fix it” by expecting a miracle. 

The weakness in prayer which Paul wrote about in Romans shows that we 
cannot expect to know what God should or will do in every case in life. Not all 
Continuationists say that, but this relates to their expectation that God will 
perform miracles in life. Paul said, 
 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the 
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that God 

 
4  Bavinck, In the Beginning, 250. 
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causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose (Rom. 8:26–28). 

  

There are many things we do not know about how God should work in our 
lives, the lives of others, or in the world, but we do know “that God causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 

Fifth, we expect suffering, trial, temptation, waiting, groaning, even while we 
have joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. 

Continuationists do not uniformly expect only the miraculous without suf-
fering and death. But the emphasis on the expectation of miracle in their writ-
ings moves in that direction. Our study of the work of the Holy Spirit in this 
book has sought after a balanced view that encompasses both a theology of 
suffering and a theology of glory. Spiritual life includes struggle and victory. It 
includes groaning and rejoicing, waiting and moving forward, the ordinary and 
the miraculous. We content ourselves in seeking, knowing, and waiting upon 
God’s will to be done. 
 

“Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be 
Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil’” (Matt. 6:9–13). 


