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An Introduction to the Apocrypha* 
 
 
The general impression throughout English Christendom is that the Apocrypha 
constitutes a collection of writings of very small value, if not of positive harmful-
ness. Not a few of our fellow-countrymen, otherwise intelligent, imagine that in 
some mysterious way it contains deadly Roman Catholic virus, and deserves 
nothing better than to be left severely alone. If, for any reason, a preacher takes 
as his text some passage from this source, it is difficult for him to allay the suspi-
cions aroused among some of his hearers. So strong was the prejudice against 
this collection with the sinister name, that when a verge from Wisdom was en-
graved on a memorial to the late Queen’s Consort, an acrid public discussion 
was initiated. The announcement of a series of lectures on the Apocrypha has 
been known to excite on the part of good Protestants serious apprehensions that 
the lecturer was preparing to embark for Rome.  

This strangely persistent hallucination concerning these ancient Jewish 
writings is at once the cause and the result of the neglect into which they have 
fallen. The fact is that few Englishmen are now familiar with these books. It was 
not always so. But now for a century all the Bibles published in our language, 
save only a very small fraction of them, have appeared containing only the Scrip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments. Even the publication of an erudite and 
lucid translation of the Apocrypha by the Revisers has scarcely served to miti-
gate the oblivion into which these books have fallen. Indeed, it is with a shock of 
surprise that most people realize that the revision of the Apocryphal Scriptures 
was included in the task committed to the care of these scholars. 

                                                           
* This Introduction has been extracted from “Apocryphal Scriptures” in Bernard J. Snell, The Value of the Apoc-
rypha (London: James Clarke & Co., 1905). 
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How few admirers of Shakespeare are able to catch the import of Shylock’s 
cry,  
  

A Daniel come to judgment! yea, a Daniel!  
     O wise young judge, how I do honour thee!  

  

Or, how few appreciate Milton’s reference in Paradise Lost to  
 

Asmodeus with the fishy fume  
That drove him, though enamoured, from the spouse  
     Of Tobit’s son, 

  

or understand why the poet describes Raphael as the “affable archangel,” or as  
 

The sociable spirit that deigned  
     To travel with Tobias, and secured  
His marriage with the seven-times-married maid.  

  

It is questionable whether a large pro portion of the orators who quote 
“Magna est veritas et prævalebit” could tell the derivation of that splendid apo-
phthegm.† It is even more doubtful whether a goodly number of the readers of 
the Epistle of St. James know his great indebtedness to the authors of Wisdom and 
Ecclesiasticus. And, not to multiply further instances, it is even pathetic to reflect 
how rare are those members of our Christian congregations who have any un-
derstanding of the gap of “the four silent centuries” which stand between the 
Old and the New Testaments. True, it is not strictly so lengthy a period as 400 
years that actually intervenes, for if the books were arranged chronologically we 
should find several of them subsequent to Malachi—namely, Ezra and Nehe-
miah, Ruth and Esther, Ecclesiastes, Jonah, and Daniel, which last constitutes the 
latest word of the Old Testament. Still, although the period is by modern criti-
cism thus somewhat abridged, there remains at least an interval of 200 years, 
fruitful in development for Judaism and crowded with important movements. 

During that period, “between the Testaments,” the empire of the world was 
changed from the East to the West, and the whole face of Jewish society was 
revolutionized. How marvelously different from the Persian ascendency which 

                                                           
† A concise saying or maxim; an aphorism. 
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pervades the latest pages of the Old Testament is the scene presented when we 
open the first pages of the New Testament! By some means nothing less than a 
universal transformation has ensued. Judea is a province of an empire of which 
Daniel did not so much as dream. Palestine is studded throughout with Greek 
cities bearing Greek names. The language of the inhabitants is no longer He-
brew, but Hellenic. Instead of the age-long tendency of the Jews to idolatry, 
monotheism has become the passionate faith of all Jews. There is a universal be-
lief among them that the Messiah will come, and the most religious part of the 
nation is firmly convinced of a continuance of human life beyond the grave. Jew-
ish traders are settled in all the important cities of the Roman world around the 
Mediterranean Sea, and in such numbers that there are as many Jews outside as 
inside the limits of the Holy Land.  

In every Jewish city there is a synagogue, an institution of which the Old 
Testament is ignorant, an institution which is the center of the social and reli-
gious life of the people, having become more important than the temple itself. 
Pharisees and Sadducees, Essenes and Herodians move on the narrow stage of 
Judaism and of the origin of these sects we glean no hint in the pages of the Old 
Testament. How did all this come to be? Is there no light to be thrown on the 
screen of history, by which students may be enabled to answer the questions 
which are naturally aroused by these changes?  

The truth is that but for the Apocrypha these centuries would remain for us 
almost blank; but in these neglected books we have pictures of the inner life of 
the Jews during this transitional period. Some of these books originated under 
the Persian ascendency and pour tray life in exile; some of them were produced 
in Palestine, and give the life and thought of the home-country; some were writ-
ten in Egypt, and show the influence of Greek thought on Old Testament con-
clusions. We cannot afford to thrust these books negligently aside, when by their 
inclusion we have before our eyes a process of development, without lesion, 
from the fetichism of the early Hebrews to the filial and fraternal heart of the 
Son of God and Son of Man. 

Moreover, any writings which help us to understand the social and religious 
conditions under which our Lord’s fellow countrymen were living at the time of 
His Advent deserve welcome at our hands. 
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Finally, when we find, as we do find in Wisdom, so striking an advance in 
thought concerning the doctrine of immortality, that what had been in Old Tes-
tament times a dim and tenuous dream had become a fixed article of devout be-
lief—when we find Almighty God described as “the Lover of souls” and “the 
Saviour of all,” when it is declared that “knowledge of God is perfect righteous-
ness”—we cannot be far astray in rendering homage to literature that so mani-
festly prepared the way for the teaching of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

*   *   * 
 
The term Apocrypha means hidden things. Although technically this title has 
been applied to the disputed books of the Old Testament only since the Refor-
mation period, yet it was actually used of these writings (and of other writings) 
as long ago as the times of Origen and Clement of Alexandria at the end of the 
second century. Almost every sect of thinkers had its own secret teaching, care-
fully reserved for the initiated and with an air of mystery withheld from public 
knowledge. Such esoteric books of unknown contents were regarded as suspect 
by Christians, and were called apocryphal—i.e., hidden, mysterious. By an easy 
transition the term was applied to books that were obscure or doubtful in their 
origin. “They are called hidden,” said St. Augustine, “because their origin was 
not clear to the Fathers.” Probably this opinion helped to suggest the transfer-
ence of the word from the sense of hidden to the sense of spurious; and the term, 
which at first had simply meant withdrawn from publicity, was by degrees de-
graded to the significance which has ever since clung to it. And such is its un-
happy significance in our vernacular that to say of anything that it is “apocry-
phal” is to indicate disbelief in it. 

On the principle, therefore, of “give a dog a bad name and you may as well 
hang him,” it has come to pass that these fourteen uncanonical books, which 
were originally called Apocryphal merely in the sense that their origin was 
doubtful, have been by some deemed unworthy of study. The popular mind has 
been unduly prejudiced by a depreciatory meaning, which in the flux of time had 
attached itself to the word employed to indicate this collection. 

It is more difficult to explain how the books came to occupy their strange 
position between the Old and the New Testaments. The Hebrew Canon was 
formed gradually. It is impossible to say at what exact epoch the Canon may be 
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said to have been closed, but it will be sufficiently exact to suggest the year 100 
B.C. It is equally impossible to determine the principles of selection which were 
adopted by those who were responsible for the choice. We are aware that our 
Old Testament is a volume of survivals from a vast national literature, but the 
precise reasons which determined the Jewish doctors in deciding which books 
were “fittest to survive” we can only vaguely guess. We know that as a general 
rule they excluded secular works; but Esther is included and many religious writ-
ings are excluded. The text of the Old Testament refers to no less than fourteen 
such works—e.g., the Book of the Wars of the Lord, the Books of Nathan, Iddo, and 
Ahijah. But of these and of others no trace survives; possibly they were lost in 
the confused troubles of the Exile. We are safe, however, in saying that they ex-
cluded all works that came into being subsequent to the period of prophetic ac-
tivity, that is, subsequent to the building of the Second Temple, after which orig-
inal genius became rare and feeble. So that these, our Apocryphal books, were 
excluded from the Hebrew Canon by the recency of their origin, if for no other 
reason. 

Now, there were many Jews beyond the limits of Palestine, and these were 
being influenced by Greek methods of thought and were acquiring Greek as the 
speech of everyday life. We are familiar with the oft-recurring antithesis of the 
New Testament, “the Jew and the Greek.” The whole world outside Judaism 
seemed to them to be Greek, and all who were not Jews were described as 
Greeks. Such Jews as left the homeland were technically known as “the Disper-
sion” (John 7:35; Jas. 1:1). 

It became quite natural, therefore, for expatriated Jews to think of translating 
the ancient Scriptures of their race into the tongue which they familiarly em-
ployed, that is, from Hebrew into Greek. Such a translation was undertaken at 
Alexandria, a great center of Eastern commerce and of Greek culture, control-
ling the corn supply of the Roman world, and containing (according to Philo) 
no less than a million Jews. This translation we have in the Septuagint version of 
the Old Testament. It is important to remember that between the Hebrew Old 
Testament and the Greek New Testament there was this connecting link of a 
Greek Old Testament, for our English Bible contains traces of it—e.g., the vari-
ous books are called by their Greek titles: Genesis, Exodus, etc. 

This translation included not only all the Canonical books, but more also, 
for these Græcised Jews had less punctilious views of inspiration than had their 
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Palestinian compatriots. They valued all writings soever on sacred subjects, and 
admitted to their Canon books of later origin than those which were alone re-
ceived into the aforesaid Palestinian Canon. They went so far as to include some 
works which had never appeared in the holy Hebrew mother-tongue but were 
produced in Greek! Of these fourteen Apocryphal books the only ones which 
had been written in Hebrew were 1 Esdras, Ecclesiasticus, 1 Maccabees, Baruch, 
and Judith. 

Our very familiarity with the Canon of Scripture blinds us to the prodigious 
difficulties with which the exact limits of Canonical Scriptures were determined. 
There is a wide distinction, popularly understood, between the animal kingdom 
and the vegetable kingdom taken collectively. But it is very difficult, if not im-
practicable, to draw a definite line of demarcation between the lower limits of 
the animal kingdom and the higher limits of the vegetable kingdom. So it was 
difficult to discriminate nicely in the matter of the distinction of Canonical and 
Apocryphal Scriptures, and for many centuries there was no settled and indis-
putable line of demarcation. 

And it must be carefully noted that the Bible of the early Christian Church 
included the larger Alexandrian list of Old Testament books. The Church inher-
ited both recensions of the Old Testament; but the Palestinian was in Hebrew 
and the Alexandrian was in Greek, and as Greek came to be more commonly 
spoken the latter came into general use. It is from this version, the Septuagint, 
that the writers of our New Testament continually quote. Dr. Salmon gives a 
striking instance. In Hebrews 10:5 the words “a body hast thou prepared me” 
are quoted from Psalm 40:6; but in our translation of the latter the passage oc-
curs as “mine ears hast thou opened (pierced).” The latter is the correct render-
ing of the Hebrew, but the former represents the Septuagint translation there-
from. 

It was through this Greek version that the Old Testament became known to 
the world at large. Instead of the result of the gradual disappearance of barriers 
between Jews and Gentiles being, as the Jews had feared, that Judaism would be 
swamped by heathenism, the actual result was that this Greek Bible, prepared 
for the convenience of Jews in Greek-speaking countries, spread reverence for 
the Law of Moses in every part of the civilized world. When the first Christian 
missionaries went into foreign lands, they found in every city a Jewish colony 
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The First Book of Esdras 
 
 

nd Josias held the feast of the passover in Jerusalem unto his Lord, and 
offered the passover the fourteenth day of the first month; 

1:2 Having set the priests according to their daily courses, being arrayed in 
long garments, in the temple of the Lord. 

1:3 And he spake unto the Levites, the holy ministers of Israel, that they 
should hallow themselves unto the Lord, to set the holy ark of the Lord in the 
house that king Solomon the son of David had built: 

1:4 And said, Ye shall no more bear the ark upon your shoulders: now there-
fore serve the Lord your God, and minister unto his people Israel, and prepare 
you after your families and kindreds, 

1:5 According as David the king of Israel prescribed, and according to the 
magnificence of Solomon his son: and standing in the temple according to the 
several dignity of the families of you the Levites, who minister in the presence of 
your brethren the children of Israel, 

1:6 Offer the passover in order, and make ready the sacrifices for your breth-
ren, and keep the passover according to the commandment of the Lord, which 
was given unto Moses. 

1:7 And unto the people that was found there Josias gave thirty thousand 
lambs and kids, and three thousand calves: these things were given of the king’s 
allowance, according as he promised, to the people, to the priests, and to the 
Levites. 

1:8 And Helkias, Zacharias, and Syelus, the governors of the temple, gave to 
the priests for the passover two thousand and six hundred sheep, and three hun-
dred calves. 

A 
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1:9 And Jeconias, and Samaias, and Nathanael his brother, and Assabias, and 
Ochiel, and Joram, captains over thousands, gave to the Levites for the passover 
five thousand sheep, and seven hundred calves. 

1:10 And when these things were done, the priests and Levites, having the 
unleavened bread, stood in very comely order according to the kindreds, 

1:11 And according to the several dignities of the fathers, before the people, 
to offer to the Lord, as it is written in the book of Moses: and thus did they in 
the morning. 

1:12 And they roasted the passover with fire, as appertaineth: as for the sac-
rifices, they sod them in brass pots and pans with a good savour, 

1:13 And set them before all the people: and afterward they prepared for 
themselves, and for the priests their brethren, the sons of Aaron. 

1:14 For the priests offered the fat until night: and the Levites prepared for 
themselves, and the priests their brethren, the sons of Aaron. 

1:15 The holy singers also, the sons of Asaph, were in their order, according 
to the appointment of David, to wit, Asaph, Zacharias, and Jeduthun, who was 
of the king’s retinue. 

1:16 Moreover the porters were at every gate; it was not lawful for any to go 
from his ordinary service: for their brethren the Levites prepared for them. 

1:17 Thus were the things that belonged to the sacrifices of the Lord accom-
plished in that day, that they might hold the passover, 

1:18 And offer sacrifices upon the altar of the Lord, according to the com-
mandment of king Josias. 

1:19 So the children of Israel which were present held the passover at that 
time, and the feast of sweet bread seven days. 

1:20 And such a passover was not kept in Israel since the time of the prophet 
Samuel. 

1:21 Yea, all the kings of Israel held not such a passover as Josias, and the 
priests, and the Levites, and the Jews, held with all Israel that were found dwell-
ing at Jerusalem. 

1:22 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josias was this passover kept. 
1:23 And the works or Josias were upright before his Lord with an heart full 

of godliness. 
1:24 As for the things that came to pass in his time, they were written in for-

mer times, concerning those that sinned, and did wickedly against the Lord 
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above all people and kingdoms, and how they grieved him exceedingly, so that 
the words of the Lord rose up against Israel. 

1:25 Now after all these acts of Josias it came to pass, that Pharaoh the king 
of Egypt came to raise war at Carchamis upon Euphrates: and Josias went out 
against him. 

1:26 But the king of Egypt sent to him, saying, What have I to do with thee, 
O king of Judea? 

1:27 I am not sent out from the Lord God against thee; for my war is upon 
Euphrates: and now the Lord is with me, yea, the Lord is with me hasting me 
forward: depart from me, and be not against the Lord. 

1:28 Howbeit Josias did not turn back his chariot from him, but undertook 
to fight with him, not regarding the words of the prophet Jeremy spoken by the 
mouth of the Lord: 

1:29 But joined battle with him in the plain of Megiddo, and the princes came 
against king Josias. 

1:30 Then said the king unto his servants, Carry me away out of the battle; 
for I am very weak. And immediately his servants took him away out of the bat-
tle. 

1:31 Then gat he up upon his second chariot; and being brought back to Je-
rusalem died, and was buried in his father’s sepulchre. 

1:32 And in all Jewry they mourned for Josias, yea, Jeremy the prophet la-
mented for Josias, and the chief men with the women made lamentation for him 
unto this day: and this was given out for an ordinance to be done continually in 
all the nation of Israel. 

1:33 These things are written in the book of the stories of the kings of Judah, 
and every one of the acts that Josias did, and his glory, and his understanding in 
the law of the Lord, and the things that he had done before, and the things now 
recited, are reported in the book of the kings of Israel and Judea. 

1:34 And the people took Joachaz the son of Josias, and made him king in-
stead of Josias his father, when he was twenty and three years old. 

1:35 And he reigned in Judea and in Jerusalem three months: and then the 
king of Egypt deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem. 

1:36 And he set a tax upon the land of an hundred talents of silver and one 
talent of gold. 
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1:37 The king of Egypt also made king Joacim his brother king of Judea and 
Jerusalem. 

1:38 And he bound Joacim and the nobles: but Zaraces his brother he appre-
hended, and brought him out of Egypt. 

1:39 Five and twenty years old was Joacim when he was made king in the land 
of Judea and Jerusalem; and he did evil before the Lord. 

1:40 Wherefore against him Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon came up, 
and bound him with a chain of brass, and carried him into Babylon. 

1:41 Nabuchodonosor also took of the holy vessels of the Lord, and carried 
them away, and set them in his own temple at Babylon. 

1:42 But those things that are recorded of him, and of his uncleanness and 
impiety, are written in the chronicles of the kings. 

1:43 And Joacim his son reigned in his stead: he was made king being eight-
een years old; 

1:44 And reigned but three months and ten days in Jerusalem; and did evil 
before the Lord. 

1:45 So after a year Nabuchodonosor sent and caused him to be brought into 
Babylon with the holy vessels of the Lord; 

1:46 And made Zedechias king of Judea and Jerusalem, when he was one and 
twenty years old; and he reigned eleven years: 

1:47 And he did evil also in the sight of the Lord, and cared not for the words 
that were spoken unto him by the prophet Jeremy from the mouth of the Lord. 

1:48 And after that king Nabuchodonosor had made him to swear by the 
name of the Lord, he forswore himself, and rebelled; and hardening his neck, his 
heart, he transgressed the laws of the Lord God of Israel. 

1:49 The governors also of the people and of the priests did many things 
against the laws, and passed all the pollutions of all nations, and defiled the tem-
ple of the Lord, which was sanctified in Jerusalem. 

1:50 Nevertheless the God of their fathers sent by his messenger to call them 
back, because he spared them and his tabernacle also. 

1:51 But they had his messengers in derision; and, look, when the Lord spake 
unto them, they made a sport of his prophets: 

1:52 So far forth, that he, being wroth with his people for their great ungodli-
ness, commanded the kings of the Chaldees to come up against them; 
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1:53 Who slew their young men with the sword, yea, even within the compass 
of their holy temple, and spared neither young man nor maid, old man nor child, 
among them; for he delivered all into their hands. 

1:54 And they took all the holy vessels of the Lord, both great and small, with 
the vessels of the ark of God, and the king’s treasures, and carried them away 
into Babylon. 

1:55 As for the house of the Lord, they burnt it, and brake down the walls of 
Jerusalem, and set fire upon her towers: 

1:56 And as for her glorious things, they never ceased till they had consumed 
and brought them all to nought: and the people that were not slain with the 
sword he carried unto Babylon: 

1:57 Who became servants to him and his children, till the Persians reigned, 
to fulfil the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremy: 

1:58 Until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths, the whole time of her desola-
tion shall she rest, until the full term of seventy years. 
 

*   *   * 
 

2:1 In the first year of Cyrus king of the Persians, that the word of the Lord 
might be accomplished, that he had promised by the mouth of Jeremy; 

2:2 The Lord raised up the spirit of Cyrus the king of the Persians, and he 
made proclamation through all his kingdom, and also by writing, 

2:3 Saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of the Persians; The Lord of Israel, the 
most high Lord, hath made me king of the whole world, 

2:4 And commanded me to build him an house at Jerusalem in Jewry. 
2:5 If therefore there be any of you that are of his people, let the Lord, even 

his Lord, be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judea, and build 
the house of the Lord of Israel: for he is the Lord that dwelleth in Jerusalem. 

2:6 Whosoever then dwell in the places about, let them help him, those, I say, 
that are his neighbours, with gold, and with silver, 

2:7 With gifts, with horses, and with cattle, and other things, which have been 
set forth by vow, for the temple of the Lord at Jerusalem. 

2:8 Then the chief of the families of Judea and of the tribe of Benjamin stood 
up; the priests also, and the Levites, and all they whose mind the Lord had 
moved to go up, and to build an house for the Lord at Jerusalem, 
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2:9 And they that dwelt round about them, and helped them in all things with 
silver and gold, with horses and cattle, and with very many free gifts of a great 
number whose minds were stirred up thereto. 

2:10 King Cyrus also brought forth the holy vessels, which Nabuchodonosor 
had carried away from Jerusalem, and had set up in his temple of idols. 

2:11 Now when Cyrus king of the Persians had brought them forth, he deliv-
ered them to Mithridates his treasurer: 

2:12 And by him they were delivered to Sanabassar the governor of Judea. 
2:13 And this was the number of them; A thousand golden cups, and a thou-

sand of silver, censers of silver twenty nine, vials of gold thirty, and of silver two 
thousand four hundred and ten, and a thousand other vessels. 

2:14 So all the vessels of gold and of silver, which were carried away, were five 
thousand four hundred threescore and nine. 

2:15 These were brought back by Sanabassar, together with them of the cap-
tivity, from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

2:16 But in the time of Artexerxes king of the Persians Belemus, and Mithri-
dates, and Tabellius, and Rathumus, and Beeltethmus, and Semellius the secre-
tary, with others that were in commission with them, dwelling in Samaria and 
other places, wrote unto him against them that dwelt in Judea and Jerusalem 
these letters following; 

2:17 To king Artexerxes our lord, Thy servants, Rathumus the storywriter, 
and Semellius the scribe, and the rest of their council, and the judges that are in 
Celosyria and Phenice. 

2:18 Be it now known to the lord king, that the Jews that are up from you to 
us, being come into Jerusalem, that rebellious and wicked city, do build the mar-
ketplaces, and repair the walls of it and do lay the foundation of the temple. 

2:19 Now if this city and the walls thereof be made up again, they will not 
only refuse to give tribute, but also rebel against kings. 

2:20 And forasmuch as the things pertaining to the temple are now in hand, 
we think it meet not to neglect such a matter, 

2:21 But to speak unto our lord the king, to the intent that, if it be thy pleasure 
it may be sought out in the books of thy fathers: 

2:22 And thou shalt find in the chronicles what is written concerning these 
things, and shalt understand that that city was rebellious, troubling both kings 
and cities: 
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2:23 And that the Jews were rebellious, and raised always wars therein; for 
the which cause even this city was made desolate. 

2:24 Wherefore now we do declare unto thee, O lord the king, that if this city 
be built again, and the walls thereof set up anew, thou shalt from henceforth have 
no passage into Celosyria and Phenice. 

2:25 Then the king wrote back again to Rathumus the storywriter, to Beel-
tethmus, to Semellius the scribe, and to the rest that were in commission, and 
dwellers in Samaria and Syria and Phenice, after this manner; 

2:26 I have read the epistle which ye have sent unto me: therefore I com-
manded to make diligent search, and it hath been found that that city was from 
the beginning practising against kings; 

2:27 And the men therein were given to rebellion and war: and that mighty 
kings and fierce were in Jerusalem, who reigned and exacted tributes in Celo-
syria and Phenice. 

2:28 Now therefore I have commanded to hinder those men from building 
the city, and heed to be taken that there be no more done in it; 

2:29 And that those wicked workers proceed no further to the annoyance of 
kings, 

2:30 Then king Artexerxes his letters being read, Rathumus, and Semellius 
the scribe, and the rest that were in commission with them, removing in haste 
toward Jerusalem with a troop of horsemen and a multitude of people in battle 
array, began to hinder the builders; and the building of the temple in Jerusalem 
ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius king of the Persians. 
 

*   *   * 
 

3:1 Now when Darius reigned, he made a great feast unto all his subjects, and 
unto all his household, and unto all the princes of Media and Persia, 

3:2 And to all the governors and captains and lieutenants that were under 
him, from India unto Ethiopia, of an hundred twenty and seven provinces. 

3:3 And when they had eaten and drunken, and being satisfied were gone 
home, then Darius the king went into his bedchamber, and slept, and soon after 
awaked. 

3:4 Then three young men, that were of the guard that kept the king’s body, 
spake one to another; 
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3:5 Let every one of us speak a sentence: he that shall overcome, and whose 
sentence shall seem wiser than the others, unto him shall the king Darius give 
great gifts, and great things in token of victory: 

3:6 As, to be clothed in purple, to drink in gold, and to sleep upon gold, and 
a chariot with bridles of gold, and an headtire of fine linen, and a chain about his 
neck: 

3:7 And he shall sit next to Darius because of his wisdom, and shall be called 
Darius his cousin. 

3:8 And then every one wrote his sentence, sealed it, and laid it under king 
Darius his pillow; 

3:9 And said that, when the king is risen, some will give him the writings; and 
of whose side the king and the three princes of Persia shall judge that his sen-
tence is the wisest, to him shall the victory be given, as was appointed. 

3:10 The first wrote, Wine is the strongest. 
3:11 The second wrote, The king is strongest. 
3:12 The third wrote, Women are strongest: but above all things Truth 

beareth away the victory. 
3:13 Now when the king was risen up, they took their writings, and delivered 

them unto him, and so he read them: 
3:14 And sending forth he called all the princes of Persia and Media, and the 

governors, and the captains, and the lieutenants, and the chief officers; 
3:15 And sat him down in the royal seat of judgment; and the writings were 

read before them. 
3:16 And he said, Call the young men, and they shall declare their own sen-

tences. So they were called, and came in. 
3:17 And he said unto them, Declare unto us your mind concerning the writ-

ings. Then began the first, who had spoken of the strength of wine; 
3:18 And he said thus, O ye men, how exceeding strong is wine! it causeth all 

men to err that drink it: 
3:19 It maketh the mind of the king and of the fatherless child to be all one; 

of the bondman and of the freeman, of the poor man and of the rich: 
3:20 It turneth also every thought into jollity and mirth, so that a man re-

membereth neither sorrow nor debt: 
3:21 And it maketh every heart rich, so that a man remembereth neither king 

nor governor; and it maketh to speak all things by talents: 
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3:22 And when they are in their cups, they forget their love both to friends 
and brethren, and a little after draw out swords: 

3:23 But when they are from the wine, they remember not what they have 
done. 

3:24 O ye men, is not wine the strongest, that enforceth to do thus? And 
when he had so spoken, he held his peace. 
 

*   *   * 
 

4:1 Then the second, that had spoken of the strength of the king, began to 
say, 

4:2 O ye men, do not men excel in strength that bear rule over sea and land 
and all things in them? 

4:3 But yet the king is more mighty: for he is lord of all these things, and hath 
dominion over them; and whatsoever he commandeth them they do. 

4:4 If he bid them make war the one against the other, they do it: if he send 
them out against the enemies, they go, and break down mountains walls and 
towers. 

4:5 They slay and are slain, and transgress not the king’s commandment: if 
they get the victory, they bring all to the king, as well the spoil, as all things else. 

4:6 Likewise for those that are no soldiers, and have not to do with wars, but 
use husbundry, when they have reaped again that which they had sown, they 
bring it to the king, and compel one another to pay tribute unto the king. 

4:7 And yet he is but one man: if he command to kill, they kill; if he command 
to spare, they spare; 

4:8 If he command to smite, they smite; if he command to make desolate, 
they make desolate; if he command to build, they build; 

4:9 If he command to cut down, they cut down; if he command to plant, they 
plant. 

4:10 So all his people and his armies obey him: furthermore he lieth down, 
he eateth and drinketh, and taketh his rest: 

4:11 And these keep watch round about him, neither may any one depart, 
and do his own business, neither disobey they him in any thing. 

4:12 O ye men, how should not the king be mightiest, when in such sort he is 
obeyed? And he held his tongue. 
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he second book of the prophet Esdras, the son of Saraias, the son of Aza-
rias, the son of Helchias, the son of Sadamias, the sou of Sadoc, the son of 

Achitob, 
1:2 The son of Achias, the son of Phinees, the son of Heli, the son of Amarias, 

the son of Aziei, the son of Marimoth, the son of And he spake unto the of 
Borith, the son of Abisei, the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, 

1:3 The son of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi; which was captive in the land of 
the Medes, in the reign of Artexerxes king of the Persians. 

1:4 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
1:5 Go thy way, and shew my people their sinful deeds, and their children 

their wickedness which they have done against me; that they may tell their chil-
dren’s children: 

1:6 Because the sins of their fathers are increased in them: for they have for-
gotten me, and have offered unto strange gods. 

1:7 Am not I even he that brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage? but they have provoked me unto wrath, and despised my 
counsels. 

1:8 Pull thou off then the hair of thy head, and cast all evil upon them, for they 
have not been obedient unto my law, but it is a rebellious people. 

1:9 How long shall I forbear them, into whom I have done so much good? 
1:10 Many kings have I destroyed for their sakes; Pharaoh with his servants 

and all his power have I smitten down. 
1:11 All the nations have I destroyed before them, and in the east I have scat-

tered the people of two provinces, even of Tyrus and Sidon, and have slain all 
their enemies. 

T 
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1:12 Speak thou therefore unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord, 
1:13 I led you through the sea and in the beginning gave you a large and safe 

passage; I gave you Moses for a leader, and Aaron for a priest. 
1:14 I gave you light in a pillar of fire, and great wonders have I done among 

you; yet have ye forgotten me, saith the Lord. 
1:15 Thus saith the Almighty Lord, The quails were as a token to you; I gave 

you tents for your safeguard: nevertheless ye murmured there, 
1:16 And triumphed not in my name for the destruction of your enemies, but 

ever to this day do ye yet murmur. 
1:17 Where are the benefits that I have done for you? When ye were hungry 

and thirsty in the wilderness, did ye not cry unto me, 
1:18 Saying, Why hast thou brought us into this wilderness to kill us? It had 

been better for us to have served the Egyptians, than to die in this wilderness. 
1:19 Then had I pity upon your mournings, and gave you manna to eat; so ye 

did eat angels’ bread. 
1:20 When ye were thirsty, did I not cleave the rock, and waters flowed out 

to your fill? for the heat I covered you with the leaves of the trees. 
1:21 I divided among you a fruitful land, I cast out the Canaanites, the Phere-

zites, and the Philistines, before you: what shall I yet do more for you? saith the 
Lord. 

1:22 Thus saith the Almighty Lord, When ye were in the wilderness, in the 
river of the Amorites, being athirst, and blaspheming my name, 

1:23 I gave you not fire for your blasphemies, but cast a tree in the water, and 
made the river sweet. 

1:24 What shall I do unto thee, O Jacob? thou, Juda, wouldest not obey me: 
I will turn me to other nations, and unto those will I give my name, that they may 
keep my statutes. 

1:25 Seeing ye have forsaken me, I will forsake you also; when ye desire me 
to be gracious unto you, I shall have no mercy upon you. 

1:26 Whensoever ye shall call upon me, I will not hear you: for ye have defiled 
your hands with blood, and your feet are swift to commit manslaughter. 

1:27 Ye have not as it were forsaken me, but your own selves, saith the Lord. 
1:28 Thus saith the Almighty Lord, Have I not prayed you as a father his sons, 

as a mother her daughters, and a nurse her young babes, 
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1:29 That ye would be my people, and I should be your God; that ye would 
be my children, and I should be your father? 

1:30 I gathered you together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings: but now, what shall I do unto you? I will cast you out from my face. 

1:31 When ye offer unto me, I will turn my face from you: for your solemn 
feastdays, your new moons, and your circumcisions, have I forsaken. 

1:32 I sent unto you my servants the prophets, whom ye have taken and slain, 
and torn their bodies in pieces, whose blood I will require of your hands, saith 
the Lord. 

1:33 Thus saith the Almighty Lord, Your house is desolate, I will cast you out 
as the wind doth stubble. 

1:34 And your children shall not be fruitful; for they have despised my com-
mandment, and done the thing that is an evil before me. 

1:35 Your houses will I give to a people that shall come; which not having 
heard of me yet shall believe me; to whom I have shewed no signs, yet they shall 
do that I have commanded them. 

1:36 They have seen no prophets, yet they shall call their sins to remem-
brance, and acknowledge them. 

1:37 I take to witness the grace of the people to come, whose little ones re-
joice in gladness: and though they have not seen me with bodily eyes, yet in spirit 
they believe the thing that I say. 

1:38 And now, brother, behold what glory; and see the people that come 
from the east: 

1:39 Unto whom I will give for leaders, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Oseas, 
Amos, and Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas, 

1:40 Nahum, and Abacuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zachary, and Malachy, which 
is called also an angel of the Lord. 
 

*   *   * 
 

2:1 Thus saith the Lord, I brought this people out of bondage, and I gave 
them my commandments by menservants the prophets; whom they would not 
hear, but despised my counsels. 

2:2 The mother that bare them saith unto them, Go your way, ye children; 
for I am a widow and forsaken. 
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2:3 I brought you up with gladness; but with sorrow and heaviness have I lost 
you: for ye have sinned before the Lord your God, and done that thing that is 
evil before him. 

2:4 But what shall I now do unto you? I am a widow and forsaken: go your 
way, O my children, and ask mercy of the Lord. 

2:5 As for me, O father, I call upon thee for a witness over the mother of these 
children, which would not keep my covenant, 

2:6 That thou bring them to confusion, and their mother to a spoil, that there 
may be no offspring of them. 

2:7 Let them be scattered abroad among the heathen, let their names be put 
out of the earth: for they have despised my covenant. 

2:8 Woe be unto thee, Assur, thou that hidest the unrighteous in thee! O thou 
wicked people, remember what I did unto Sodom and Gomorrha; 

2:9 Whose land lieth in clods of pitch and heaps of ashes: even so also will I 
do unto them that hear me not, saith the Almighty Lord. 

2:10 Thus saith the Lord unto Esdras, Tell my people that I will give them 
the kingdom of Jerusalem, which I would have given unto Israel. 

2:11 Their glory also will I take unto me, and give these the everlasting taber-
nacles, which I had prepared for them. 

2:12 They shall have the tree of life for an ointment of sweet savour; they shall 
neither labour, nor be weary. 

2:13 Go, and ye shall receive: pray for few days unto you, that they may be 
shortened: the kingdom is already prepared for you: watch. 

2:14 Take heaven and earth to witness; for I have broken the evil in pieces, 
and created the good: for I live, saith the Lord. 

2:15 Mother, embrace thy children, and bring them up with gladness, make 
their feet as fast as a pillar: for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord. 

2:16 And those that be dead will I raise up again from their places, and bring 
them out of the graves: for I have known my name in Israel. 

2:17 Fear not, thou mother of the children: for I have chosen thee, saith the 
Lord. 

2:18 For thy help will I send my servants Esau and Jeremy, after whose coun-
sel I have sanctified and prepared for thee twelve trees laden with divers fruits, 
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2:19 And as many fountains flowing with milk and honey, and seven mighty 
mountains, whereupon there grow roses and lilies, whereby I will fill thy children 
with joy. 

2:20 Do right to the widow, judge for the fatherless, give to the poor, defend 
the orphan, clothe the naked, 

2:21 Heal the broken and the weak, laugh not a lame man to scorn, defend 
the maimed, and let the blind man come into the sight of my clearness. 

2:22 Keep the old and young within thy walls. 
2:23 Wheresoever thou findest the dead, take them and bury them, and I will 

give thee the first place in my resurrection. 
2:24 Abide still, O my people, and take thy rest, for thy quietness still come. 
2:25 Nourish thy children, O thou good nurse; stablish their feet. 
2:26 As for the servants whom I have given thee, there shall not one of them 

perish; for I will require them from among thy number. 
2:27 Be not weary: for when the day of trouble and heaviness cometh, others 

shall weep and be sorrowful, but thou shalt be merry and have abundance. 
2:28 The heathen shall envy thee, but they shall be able to do nothing against 

thee, saith the Lord. 
2:29 My hands shall cover thee, so that thy children shall not see hell. 
2:30 Be joyful, O thou mother, with thy children; for I will deliver thee, saith 

the Lord. 
2:31 Remember thy children that sleep, for I shall bring them out of the sides 

of the earth, and shew mercy unto them: for I am merciful, saith the Lord Al-
mighty. 

2:32 Embrace thy children until I come and shew mercy unto them: for my 
wells run over, and my grace shall not fail. 

2:33 I Esdras received a charge of the Lord upon the mount Oreb, that I 
should go unto Israel; but when I came unto them, they set me at nought, and 
despised the commandment of the Lord. 

2:34 And therefore I say unto you, O ye heathen, that hear and understand, 
look for your Shepherd, he shall give you everlasting rest; for he is nigh at hand, 
that shall come in the end of the world. 

2:35 Be ready to the reward of the kingdom, for the everlasting light shall 
shine upon you for evermore. 
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2:36 Flee the shadow of this world, receive the joyfulness of your glory: I tes-
tify my Saviour openly. 

2:37 O receive the gift that is given you, and be glad, giving thanks unto him 
that hath led you to the heavenly kingdom. 

2:38 Arise up and stand, behold the number of those that be sealed in the 
feast of the Lord; 

2:39 Which are departed from the shadow of the world, and have received 
glorious garments of the Lord. 

2:40 Take thy number, O Sion, and shut up those of thine that are clothed in 
white, which have fulfilled the law of the Lord. 

2:41 The number of thy children, whom thou longedst for, is fulfilled: be-
seech the power of the Lord, that thy people, which have been called from the 
beginning, may be hallowed. 

2:42 I Esdras saw upon the mount Sion a great people, whom I could not 
number, and they all praised the Lord with songs. 

2:43 And in the midst of them there was a young man of a high stature, taller 
than all the rest, and upon every one of their heads he set crowns, and was more 
exalted; which I marvelled at greatly. 

2:44 So I asked the angel, and said, Sir, what are these? 
2:45 He answered and said unto me, These be they that have put off the mor-

tal clothing, and put on the immortal, and have confessed the name of God: now 
are they crowned, and receive palms. 

2:46 Then said I unto the angel, What young person is it that crowneth them, 
and giveth them palms in their hands? 

2:47 So he answered and said unto me, It is the Son of God, whom they have 
confessed in the world. Then began I greatly to commend them that stood so 
stiffly for the name of the Lord. 

2:48 Then the angel said unto me, Go thy way, and tell my people what man-
ner of things, and how great wonders of the Lord thy God, thou hast seen. 
 

*   *   * 
 

3:1 In the thirtieth year after the ruin of the city I was in Babylon, and lay 
troubled upon my bed, and my thoughts came up over my heart: 
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3:2 For I saw the desolation of Sion, and the wealth of them that dwelt at 
Babylon. 

3:3 And my spirit was sore moved, so that I began to speak words full of fear 
to the most High, and said, 

3:4 O Lord, who bearest rule, thou spakest at the beginning, when thou didst 
plant the earth, and that thyself alone, and commandedst the people, 

3:5 And gavest a body unto Adam without soul, which was the workmanship 
of thine hands, and didst breathe into him the breath of life, and he was made 
living before thee. 

3:6 And thou leadest him into paradise, which thy right hand had planted, 
before ever the earth came forward. 

3:7 And unto him thou gavest commandment to love thy way: which he 
transgressed, and immediately thou appointedst death in him and in his gener-
ations, of whom came nations, tribes, people, and kindreds, out of number. 

3:8 And every people walked after their own will, and did wonderful things 
before thee, and despised thy commandments. 

3:9 And again in process of time thou broughtest the flood upon those that 
dwelt in the world, and destroyedst them. 

3:10 And it came to pass in every of them, that as death was to Adam, so was 
the flood to these. 

3:11 Nevertheless one of them thou leftest, namely, Noah with his house-
hold, of whom came all righteous men. 

3:12 And it happened, that when they that dwelt upon the earth began to 
multiply, and had gotten them many children, and were a great people, they be-
gan again to be more ungodly than the first. 

3:13 Now when they lived so wickedly before thee, thou didst choose thee a 
man from among them, whose name was Abraham. 

3:14 Him thou lovedst, and unto him only thou shewedst thy will: 
3:15 And madest an everlasting covenant with him, promising him that thou 

wouldest never forsake his seed. 
3:16 And unto him thou gavest Isaac, and unto Isaac also thou gavest Jacob 

and Esau. As for Jacob, thou didst choose him to thee, and put by Esau: and so 
Jacob became a great multitude. 

3:17 And it came to pass, that when thou leadest his seed out of Egypt, thou 
broughtest them up to the mount Sinai. 
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3:18 And bowing the heavens, thou didst set fast the earth, movedst the 
whole world, and madest the depths to tremble, and troubledst the men of that 
age. 

3:19 And thy glory went through four gates, of fire, and of earthquake, and of 
wind, and of cold; that thou mightest give the law unto the seed of Jacob, and 
diligence unto the generation of Israel. 

3:20 And yet tookest thou not away from them a wicked heart, that thy law 
might bring forth fruit in them. 

3:21 For the first Adam bearing a wicked heart transgressed, and was over-
come; and so be all they that are born of him. 

3:22 Thus infirmity was made permanent; and the law (also) in the heart of 
the people with the malignity of the root; so that the good departed away, and 
the evil abode still. 

3:23 So the times passed away, and the years were brought to an end: then 
didst thou raise thee up a servant, called David: 

3:24 Whom thou commandedst to build a city unto thy name, and to offer 
incense and oblations unto thee therein. 

3:25 When this was done many years, then they that inhabited the city for-
sook thee, 

3:26 And in all things did even as Adam and all his generations had done: for 
they also had a wicked heart: 

3:27 And so thou gavest thy city over into the hands of thine enemies. 
3:28 Are their deeds then any better that inhabit Babylon, that they should 

therefore have the dominion over Sion? 
3:29 For when I came thither, and had seen impieties without number, then 

my soul saw many evildoers in this thirtieth year, so that my heart failed me. 
3:30 For I have seen how thou sufferest them sinning, and hast spared wicked 

doers: and hast destroyed thy people, and hast preserved thine enemies, and 
hast not signified it. 

3:31 I do not remember how this way may be left: Are they then of Babylon 
better than they of Sion? 

3:32 Or is there any other people that knoweth thee beside Israel? or what 
generation hath so believed thy covenants as Jacob? 
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3:33 And yet their reward appeareth not, and their labour hath no fruit: for I 
have gone here and there through the heathen, and I see that they flow in wealth, 
and think not upon thy commandments. 

3:34 Weigh thou therefore our wickedness now in the balance, and theirs also 
that dwell the world; and so shall thy name no where be found but in Israel. 

3:35 Or when was it that they which dwell upon the earth have not sinned in 
thy sight? or what people have so kept thy commandments? 

3:36 Thou shalt find that Israel by name hath kept thy precepts; but not the 
heathen. 
 

*   *   * 
 

4:1 And the angel that was sent unto me, whose name was Uriel, gave me an 
answer, 

4:2 And said, Thy heart hath gone to far in this world, and thinkest thou to 
comprehend the way of the most High? 

4:3 Then said I, Yea, my lord. And he answered me, and said, I am sent to 
shew thee three ways, and to set forth three similitudes before thee: 

4:4 Whereof if thou canst declare me one, I will shew thee also the way that 
thou desirest to see, and I shall shew thee from whence the wicked heart cometh. 

4:5 And I said, Tell on, my lord. Then said he unto me, Go thy way, weigh me 
the weight of the fire, or measure me the blast of the wind, or call me again the 
day that is past. 

4:6 Then answered I and said, What man is able to do that, that thou should-
est ask such things of me? 

4:7 And he said unto me, If I should ask thee how great dwellings are in the 
midst of the sea, or how many springs are in the beginning of the deep, or how 
many springs are above the firmament, or which are the outgoings of paradise: 

4:8 Peradventure thou wouldest say unto me, I never went down into the 
deep, nor as yet into hell, neither did I ever climb up into heaven. 

4:9 Nevertheless now have I asked thee but only of the fire and wind, and of 
the day wherethrough thou hast passed, and of things from which thou canst not 
be separated, and yet canst thou give me no answer of them. 

4:10 He said moreover unto me, Thine own things, and such as are grown up 
with thee, canst thou not know; 
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4:11 How should thy vessel then be able to comprehend the way of the High-
est, and, the world being now outwardly corrupted to understand the corruption 
that is evident in my sight? 

4:12 Then said I unto him, It were better that we were not at all, than that we 
should live still in wickedness, and to suffer, and not to know wherefore. 

4:13 He answered me, and said, I went into a forest into a plain, and the trees 
took counsel, 

4:14 And said, Come, let us go and make war against the sea that it may de-
part away before us, and that we may make us more woods. 

4:15 The floods of the sea also in like manner took counsel, and said, Come, 
let us go up and subdue the woods of the plain, that there also we may make us 
another country. 

4:16 The thought of the wood was in vain, for the fire came and consumed it. 
4:17 The thought of the floods of the sea came likewise to nought, for the 

sand stood up and stopped them. 
4:18 If thou wert judge now betwixt these two, whom wouldest thou begin to 

justify? or whom wouldest thou condemn? 
4:19 I answered and said, Verily it is a foolish thought that they both have 

devised, for the ground is given unto the wood, and the sea also hath his place to 
bear his floods. 

4:20 Then answered he me, and said, Thou hast given a right judgment, but 
why judgest thou not thyself also? 

4:21 For like as the ground is given unto the wood, and the sea to his floods: 
even so they that dwell upon the earth may understand nothing but that which 
is upon the earth: and he that dwelleth above the heavens may only understand 
the things that are above the height of the heavens. 

4:22 Then answered I and said, I beseech thee, O Lord, let me have under-
standing: 

4:23 For it was not my mind to be curious of the high things, but of such as 
pass by us daily, namely, wherefore Israel is given up as a reproach to the hea-
then, and for what cause the people whom thou hast loved is given over unto 
ungodly nations, and why the law of our forefathers is brought to nought, and 
the written covenants come to none effect, 

4:24 And we pass away out of the world as grasshoppers, and our life is aston-
ishment and fear, and we are not worthy to obtain mercy. 
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4:25 What will he then do unto his name whereby we are called? of these 
things have I asked. 

4:26 Then answered he me, and said, The more thou searchest, the more 
thou shalt marvel; for the world hasteth fast to pass away, 

4:27 And cannot comprehend the things that are promised to the righteous 
in time to come: for this world is full of unrighteousness and infirmities. 

4:28 But as concerning the things whereof thou askest me, I will tell thee; for 
the evil is sown, but the destruction thereof is not yet come. 

4:29 If therefore that which is sown be not turned upside down, and if the 
place where the evil is sown pass not away, then cannot it come that is sown with 
good. 

4:30 For the grain of evil seed hath been sown in the heart of Adam from the 
beginning, and how much ungodliness hath it brought up unto this time? and 
how much shall it yet bring forth until the time of threshing come? 

4:31 Ponder now by thyself, how great fruit of wickedness the grain of evil 
seed hath brought forth. 

4:32 And when the ears shall be cut down, which are without number, how 
great a floor shall they fill? 

4:33 Then I answered and said, How, and when shall these things come to 
pass? wherefore are our years few and evil? 

4:34 And he answered me, saying, Do not thou hasten above the most High-
est: for thy haste is in vain to be above him, for thou hast much exceeded. 

4:35 Did not the souls also of the righteous ask question of these things in 
their chambers, saying, How long shall I hope on this fashion? when cometh the 
fruit of the floor of our reward? 

4:36 And unto these things Uriel the archangel gave them answer, and said, 
Even when the number of seeds is filled in you: for he hath weighed the world 
in the balance. 

4:37 By measure hath he measured the times; and by number hath he num-
bered the times; and he doth not move nor stir them, until the said measure be 
fulfilled. 

4:38 Then answered I and said, O Lord that bearest rule, even we all are full 
of impiety. 

4:39 And for our sakes peradventure it is that the floors of the righteous are 
not filled, because of the sins of them that dwell upon the earth. 
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4:40 So he answered me, and said, Go thy way to a woman with child, and 
ask of her when she hath fulfilled her nine months, if her womb may keep the 
birth any longer within her. 

4:41 Then said I, No, Lord, that can she not. And he said unto me, In the 
grave the chambers of souls are like the womb of a woman: 

4:42 For like as a woman that travaileth maketh haste to escape the necessity 
of the travail: even so do these places haste to deliver those things that are com-
mitted unto them. 

4:43 From the beginning, look, what thou desirest to see, it shall be shewed 
thee. 

4:44 Then answered I and said, If I have found favour in thy sight, and if it be 
possible, and if I be meet therefore, 

4:45 Shew me then whether there be more to come than is past, or more past 
than is to come. 

4:46 What is past I know, but what is for to come I know not. 
4:47 And he said unto me, Stand up upon the right side, and I shall expound 

the similitude unto thee. 
4:48 So I stood, and saw, and, behold, an hot burning oven passed by before 

me: and it happened that when the flame was gone by I looked, and, behold, the 
smoke remained still. 

4:49 After this there passed by before me a watery cloud, and sent down 
much rain with a storm; and when the stormy rain was past, the drops remained 
still. 

4:50 Then said he unto me, Consider with thyself; as the rain is more than 
the drops, and as the fire is greater than the smoke; but the drops and the smoke 
remain behind: so the quantity which is past did more exceed. 

4:51 Then I prayed, and said, May I live, thinkest thou, until that time? or 
what shall happen in those days? 

4:52 He answered me, and said, As for the tokens whereof thou askest me, I 
may tell thee of them in part: but as touching thy life, I am not sent to shew thee; 
for I do not know it. 
 

*   *   * 
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