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God Knows What He’s About 
 

When God wants to drill a man, 
     And thrill a man, and skill a man, 
When God wants to mold a man 
     To play the noblest part; 
When He yearns with all His heart 
     To create so great and bold a man 
That all the world might be amazed, 
     Watch His methods; watch His ways. 
How He ruthlessly perfects 
     Whom He royally elects! 
 

How He hammers him and hurts him 
     And with mighty blows converts him  
Into trial shapes of clay 
     That only God understands, 
While his tortured heart is crying, 
     And he lifts beseeching hands! 
How He bends but never breaks 
     When his good He undertakes. 
How He uses whom He chooses, 
     And with every purpose fuses him; 
By every act induces him 
     To try His splendor out— 
God knows what He’s about! 

 

 

—Author Unknown 

 

 



 vi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 vii 

C O N T E N T S 
 

 

Introduction       ix     
       
1 The Issue: God’s Good Name       23   
   
2 Ingredient One: Joshua was Chosen by God       34 
            
3 Ingredient Two: Joshua Saw the Glory of God       41 
           
4 Ingredient Three: Joshua Watched Moses Walk with God       51      
 
5 Ingredient Four: Joshua Watched God Work for Moses       62           
 
6 Ingredient Five: Joshua Believed the Voice of God       70 
 
7 Ingredient Six: Joshua Trusted the Nature of God       82 
 
8 Getting to Know God       87 
 
9 Some Observable Results of God-Centeredness       98 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 viii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ix 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
 

 

“WHY DO YOU STUDY THEOLOGY?” I was recently 

asked. 

“Because it is the most interesting, and the most 

practical, of all subjects,” I answered.  

Theology is the study of God. And no one is more 

fascinating than God, and no one affects a human life 

more profoundly. Your theology, that is, your view of 

God, is of eternal importance. You and I both embrace 

our ways of thinking, feeling, doing and wanting because 

our views of God allow it—no, demand it. This is true of 

the Christian, the atheist, the agnostic, the Buddhist, the 

Hindu, the Muslim, and so on.   

The atheist declares there is no God and lives in line 

with that declaration. The Bible calls this folly (Ps. 14:1).  

The agnostic isn’t sure about God’s existence. Therefore, 

she walks the line between what if He is real and maybe 

He is not. Buddhists follow The Five Precepts, not God. 

Hindus followers want to be united with the Brahman.  

Muslims seek to please Allah by keeping his commands 

found in the Koran. But the Christian says, “Life is about 

God, so God is worth my life.” To him, God, as known in 

Jesus Christ His Son revealed in the Bible, is most 

valuable. He is ultimate Reality. God is the goal and the 

means. The Son became human to bring us to this 

absolutely worthy God (John 1:18; 2 Pet. 3:18). And that’s 

the bottom line of life: worth. By nature we spend our 
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lives in this world on that which we deem worth them.  

Hence the Apostle Paul’s famous words to the Philippian 

church:  

 

“But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count 
all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (3:7-8a).   

 

Paul had viewed all things, and in light of what he saw, 

ascribed a value to Christ that surpassed the value he 

ascribed to all others and objects. He is like the treasure 

hunter of Matthew 13:44 who sold all lesser treasures to 

buy the one most valuable. He is like the Preacher of 

Ecclesiastes who testifies that,  

 

“all my eyes desired I did not refuse them. I did not withhold 
my heart from any pleasure; and yet in the end concluded 
that when all has been heard we should fear God and keep 
His commandments, because this applies to every person” 
(12:13).   
 

If the Bible is true in its claims that God is indeed the 

one “who made the world and all things in it, being Lord 

of heaven and earth, and giving to all people life and 

breath and all things” (Acts 17:24-25); and God the Son, 

Jesus Christ, is “upholding all things by the word of His 

power” (Heb. 1:3), then all things have to do with God. All 

things get their meaning from Him. All things are owing to 

Him. Might we then embrace the reality that we too exist 
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for Him? Paul declares to the Corinthians that “there is 

but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we 

exist for Him” (1 Cor. 8:6). The author of the letter to the 

Hebrews says that “for Jesus are all things” (2:10). The 

prophet Isaiah quotes God as saying that He has “created 

us for His glory” (43:7). In praying for his people, Daniel 

concludes with this reasoning:  

 

“O Lord, hear!  O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take 
action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, 
because Your city and Your people are called by Your name” 
(9:19).   

 

Ezekiel receives the word of the Lord and is by it 

reminded of why God chose Israel, and why God deals 

with her as He does: “for the sake of His name” (20:9, 14, 

22, 44). In Psalm 74, when Asaph prays for the deliverance 

of Israel from her enemies, he appeals to God’s desire to 

guard His reputation. He prays,  

 

“Remember this, O LORD, that the enemy has reviled, and 
a foolish people has spurned Your name . . . Let not the 
oppressed return dishonored; let the afflicted and needy praise 
Your name. Arise, O God, and plead Your own cause; 
remember how the foolish man reproaches You all day long. 
Do not forget the voice of Your adversaries, the uproar of 
those who rise against You which ascends continually” (vs. 
18, 21-23).  

 

Jesus himself came to earth on mission to glorify the name 

of His Father, even unto death (John 12:27-28). He 
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teaches us to pray to that same end: “Pray, then, in this 

way: Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name 

(Matt. 6:9).” And, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will 

I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 

14:13). And those He redeems, He chooses “to the praise 

of His glory” (Eph. 1:12, 14). Suffice it to say that the 

consistent testimony of Scripture is this: life is about God, 

and should be lived with that in mind (Rom. 11:36). 

Let’s take a brief look at God’s glory in history. I 

would argue that God’s plans for revealing Himself began 

not in Genesis 1 with creation, but in Ephesians 1 with 

predestination:  

 

“. . . just as He chose us in Him (Christ) before the 
foundation of the world . . . He predestined us to adoption as 
sons . . . to the praise of the glory of His grace . . .” (vs. 4-6).  

 

We move from there to creation, which also exists for 

God’s glory (Rev. 4:11, 14:6-7, Ps. 19:1-2). The incarnation 

tells us of God’s glory (Luke 2:8-14). Justification exists for 

the glory of God’s righteousness (Rom. 3:19-27). 

Sanctification exists for His glory (Phil. 1:6-11). Christian 

ministry testifies to God’s glory (1 Pet. 4:10-11). Even 

glorification has a glory focus (2 Thess. 1:1-10).   

We who are believers live within this context. We 

were made for God and so are to draw a proper attention 

to Him by the distinct way He has given us to live. We do 

this through good deeds (Matt. 5:16), our bodies (1 Cor. 

6:20), our marriages (Eph. 5), our churches (Eph. 3:21), 

prayer (John 14:13), and other means. And in the afterlife, 
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our forever existence with Him will be a continual 

testimony to His glorious grace; while the unbelieving will 

constitute an ongoing testimony to His glorious wrath. 

“For the LORD has made everything for its own purpose, 

even the wicked for the day of evil” (Prov. 16:4). 

At this point you might be tempted to think of God 

as egomaniacal. You could believe Him selfish. I urge you 

not to entertain such base and sinful thoughts. For God to 

be other than in love with Himself is for Him to be an 

idolater. He makes clear that we are to have no other gods 

before Him (Exod. 20:1-3; Deut. 6:14; 2 Kgs. 17:34-36).  

And in keeping with His own command—which flows 

from His holy character—He has no other gods above 

Himself. If God is to be God, things can be no other way.  

It is as John Piper asserts in his book Desiring God:  

 

“If he [God] did not take infinite delight in the worth of his 
own glory he would be unrighteous. For it is right to take 
delight in a person in proportion to the excellence of that 
person’s glory.”*   

 

He goes on to say,  

 

“When he [God] does all things ‘for the praise of his glory,’ 
he preserves for us and offers to us the only thing in all the 
world which can satisfy our longings. God is for us! And the 
foundation of this love is that God has been, is now, and 
always will be, for himself.”†   

                                                 
     * Piper, Desiring God, 43. 
     † Piper, 49. 
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We can say the same thing another way: God is the only 

being for whom to be self-centered is not to be selfish, but 

loving. 

We see this clearly illustrated in the life of Jesus 

Christ, God the Son. It is as John Stott writes,  

 

“His (Jesus) teaching was extraordinarily self-centered. He 
called God ‘the Father’ and himself ‘the Son’ in absolute 
terms, indication that there existed between them a unique 
relationship. He dared to say that he was inaugurating the 
long-expected kingdom of God, and that people could enter it 
only by responding to him. He referred to himself neither as a 
prophet, nor as the greatest of the prophets, but as being 
himself the fulfillment of all prophecy, since the Scriptures (he 
said) bore witness to him. He called himself the light of the 
world and the only way to the Father. He invited people to 
come to him, promising that he would refresh the thirsty and 
give the weary rest. He presume to forgive people’s sins (which 
only god can do) and so incurred the terrible charge of 
blasphemy. And he shocked his hearers by stating that he 
would return at the end of history in order to judge the world 
. . . All this evidence adds up to an extraordinary paradox. 
Jesus was extremely self-centered in his words, but absolutely 
unself-centered in his deeds. He sounded proud, but he was 
humble. In his teaching he advanced himself; in his ministry 
he forgot himself in the will of his Father and the welfare of 
people.”*  

 

                                                 
     * Stott, Christian Basics, 53-54. 
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This unique character is true of the Son because it is 

true of the Father. It is as Jesus says to Philip, “If you have 

seen Me, you have seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

This book is meant to answer three questions. First, 

what is God-centeredness? This question I will answer 

now, and briefly, by saying simply that God-centeredness is an 

attitude, a mind-set, an understanding, a way of thinking 

and feeling and behaving rooted in the belief that all 

things, including us humans, exist for God. The flip side of 

that is the conviction that God does not exist for us. The 

God-centered heart cries out, “For from God and through 

God and to God are all things. To Him be the glory 

forever” (Rom. 11:36). And, “Let God be found true, 

though every man be found a liar” (Rom. 3:4a).  

It resounds with, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our 

God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 

created all things, and because of Your will they existed, 

and were created” (Rev. 4:11).  

It prays, “God be gracious to us and bless us, and 

cause His face to shine upon us that Your way may be 

known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations.  Let 

the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise 

You” (Ps. 67:1-3).   

It is fixed in agreement with God’s stated purposes of 

Jeremiah 13:11, “For as the waistband clings to the waist 

of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the 

whole household of Judah to cling to Me, declares the 

LORD, that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for 

praise and for glory.” 
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The God-centered man or woman wants God to get 

credit for all of His works, wants God to be known as He 

truly is, and recognizes God as the source of all provisions. 

This is because he or she understands God to be 

supremely worthy. God-centeredness is not unlike being a 

person after God’s own heart. These are the words used in 

Scripture to describe David. I have asked myself what it 

means to be a man who is after the heart of God.  

Obviously to answer that I must know what God’s heart is 

about. From reading His Word, it is clear that God’s heart 

is about God, and this is reflected in David’s life. From 

reading the life of David and reading the Psalms of David, 

I must conclude that what David wanted more than 

anything else was for everyone to know that his God was 

God. He had this quality from his youth. It was as a youth 

he said to Goliath the giant,  

 

“You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I 
come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. This day the 
LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike 
you down and remove your head from you. And I will give 
the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the 
birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the 
earth may know that there is a God in Israel” (1 Sam. 17:45-
46). 

 

David was a shepherd, and then a warrior. He had 

learned by defending sheep against the attacks of lions and 

bears, and by defending Israel against Goliath the giant, 
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that “the battle is the LORD’s” (1 Sam. 17:31-37). “My God 

reigns”—this was David’s theme. I submit to you now that 

God’s greatest desire was also David’s greatest desire.  

God wants to be known as the God He is; hence His 

coming to us in flesh.  It is the apostle John who writes,  

 

“No one has seen God (the Father) at any time; the only 
begotten God (the Son), who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He (the Son) has explained Him” (John 1:18).   

 

The apostle Paul tells us,  

 

“that which is known about God is evident within them 
[humanity]; for God made it evident to them. For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse” (Rom. 1:19-20).   

 

This rings of Psalm 19:1-2,  

 

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their 
expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours 
forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.”   

 

If we look again at Romans we read,  

 

“For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do 
instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the 
Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of 
the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing 
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witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else 
defending them on the day when, according to my gospel, 
God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 2:14-16).   

 

And of course there is Hebrews 1:1-2,  

 
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets 
in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has 
spoken to us in His son, whom He appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the world.”   

 

The point is that God has taken steps to reveal 

Himself. Without these steps of mercy we could not know 

what He is like, much less know Him as His redeemed.  

And because it is God’s heart to be known as God, so it 

was David’s heart also. It should be our heart as well. 

Second, I want to answer the question of how is it that 

we become God-centered people. I should add here that 

we never completely arrive at a God-centered state in this 

life (1 Cor. 13:12). There is always progress to be made. 

And this progress does not happen naturally. It happens 

supernaturally, and often slowly. A person is not born 

God-centered; neither does he become God-centered at 

conversion, though that is the first step. Rather, we are 

born self-centered. This is at the heart of what it means to 

be a sinner. We prefer the creature, namely ourselves, to 

the Creator (Rom. 1:18-32). Consider children, for 

instance, who come into this world screaming for their 

rights. Their demands do not diminish as they get older. 



 xix 

They must be taught to think of others before themselves.  

To think “me first” is thoroughly natural. We all—every 

person without exception—have inherited profound 

selfishness from our first parents, human beings who 

thought God was holding out on them, distrusted Him, 

and took what He desired not to give them. Our pursuit of 

our own “forbidden fruit” is the outworking of a heart 

predisposed to covetousness.  

So what happens in a life that turns a person toward a 

preoccupation with God’s name and God’s mission and 

toward the neighbors he is to love in the same way he 

loves himself? What revolution must take place so that we 

understand on every occasion that primarily what is at 

stake is God’s reputation, not our own? Is there a formula, 

a prayer, a chant, or an incantation for such renewal?  

No!  

There is God. There is God at work to sanctify His 

people (John 17:17). There is God by His word granting 

the light that shows us Christ as the preeminent all in all (2 

Cor. 4:6; Col. 1:15-18); and ourselves as dust (Ps. 103:14), 

vapor (Ps. 39:5; Jas. 4:14) and grass (Is. 40:7). There is God 

the Spirit moving us from one degree of glory to another, 

working to conform us to the likeness of God the Son (2 

Cor. 3:18).  

And what is our response to this?   

It is to give ourselves to that which God means to 

employ in His work of sanctification. We should embrace 

and love and believe and do His word (Jas. 1:16-25). We 

should meet regularly with His people (Heb. 10:24-25), 

putting ourselves under the influence of those who walk 
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closely with Christ. We should give ourselves to thoughtful 

biblical prayer (1 Pet. 4:7). We should serve others (1 Pet. 

4:8-11). We should get to know God well (Eph. 1:17-18; 

Col. 1:9-10)! God-centeredness happens as our view of 

God is sharpened and purged by God through the 

sanctification process. In Psalm 50, God’s rebuke to the 

wicked is this: “You thought that I was altogether like you” 

(v. 21 NKJV). 

My experience in the church has been that many of us 

professing Christians are quite uninterested in our 

Shepherd-Father-King, precisely because we are so 

ignorant of Him. And yet to know Him in covenant 

intimacy is by definition what it means to have eternal life 

(Jer. 31:33; John 17:3). How can we say we love Him and 

at the same time be so indifferent to His voice, His written 

voice?  

The great sin of the church today seems to be the 

horror of ignoring God. Could it be that while we do not 

openly rebel against God, we do in fact ignore Him? For 

some, our understanding of who God is and what He is 

like comes not from thoughtful study of His revelation of 

Himself in Scripture, but from misinformed pastors and, in 

some instances, parents. Or we look at our life experiences 

believing that by them we can construe what God loves 

and hates. But we cannot. God has revealed Himself in 

creation (Rom. 1:20), conscience (Rom. 2:14-16), His Son 

(John 1:18; Heb. 1:1-4) and His Word (1 Thess. 2:13; 2 

Tim. 2:16; Heb. 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:16-21). The voice of God in 

creation is clear as it speaks to His power and divinity, but 

it leaves us with many questions as to His other attributes.  
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One’s conscience works to point us to God’s moral code.  

But it operates only as well as the training given it. God the 

Son is no longer with us in flesh so that by observing Him 

we could learn about God the Father. The Bible is the one 

objective revelation remaining for us in this life. In his 

song, “Laden With Guilt,” Isaac Watts called God’s 

written word “the volumes of my Father’s grace.” I’m 

guessing that most of you reading this have a Bible. What 

you might not have is an appetite for its contents. Know 

this: you will only know your God as well as you know His Word.   

Finally, what marks does God-centeredness make on a 

life? What does it look like? 

In the following chapters, it is my intention, from the 

life of Joshua, to make six observations by which we may 

see the process of becoming God-centered. There are 

reasons for it, but what are they? What is God doing to 

bring about such transformation? What is our contribution 

to the work? And why does any of it matter? And finally, I 

will make an attempt to show the fruits of such living. 

 

    

 

GOOD FATHER, make us see You in Joshua’s story and then in our 
own. Revolutionize our living for the sake of Your name. Amen. 


