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Is It Nothing to You?* 
  
“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see if there is 
any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought upon me, which the 
LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.” (Lamentations 1:12) 

 
 

ympathy with suffering ones is never content to act 
her part alone. The man who is sorrowful for an-

other is sure to invite others to join him in his sympathy. 
It seems to him so sad a thing that he would have all men 
weep over it with himself. It is so great a grief that he 
would hang the heavens with blackness and drape the 
world in sackcloth. Hence Jeremiah, when he saw the 
sorrows of Jerusalem, complained of all who dared to 

                                                
* A sermon originally delivered on Sunday, September 11, 1881. 

S 
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pass her by without a lamentation. He beheld that an-
cient and glorious city besieged by her adversaries, in-
vaded by their fierce armies, and given over to plunder, 
to murder, to fire and desolation. He beheld the streets 
running with the blood of her sons and daughters, her 
houses broken down, and her glorious temple defiled and 
laid in ashes. Do you wonder that he wept, and called 
upon others to weep with him? He pictured Jerusalem as 
sitting by the wayside like a maiden who has been sore 
wounded and is in bitter grief, and crying out in her love-
liness and anguish, “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass 
by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.” 

In all the annals of history there never was sorrow 
equal to the fate of Jerusalem. Many cities have been de-
stroyed, but none have fallen amid such a tempest of ter-
rors. They have been devoured with famine, wasted with 
pestilence, or broken down by war; but as for you, O Je-
rusalem, all these evils met upon you, as when the vul-
tures hasten from afar, and meet upon the slain. Beautiful 
for situation, yet terrible for desolation! Joy of the whole 
earth, and yet the queen of sorrow! How utterly were you 
spoiled! Had the grape-gatherers gathered the grapes 
they would have left here and there a cluster, but you are 
thoroughly stripped; no fruit remains in you; your deso-
lation is complete! How terrible was your lot, and how 
grievous was your fault! Well did the prophet in the fore-
sight of your tremendous doom cry to all the nations, 
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“Look and see—is there any sorrow like my sorrow, 
which was brought upon me?” 

But, friends, the fact of sympathy’s eager love of com-
panionship is true in other instances: I too share the sym-
pathetic avarice of Jeremiah’s pity. Do you ask what grief 
I have, and for whose woes I am a mourner? I point you 
to the cross, and to the Man of sorrows there. All faithful 
servants of Christ who love their Master would have their 
hearers mourn for him, even as the prophet foretold: 
“When they look on me, on him whom they have 
pierced, they shall mourn for him” (Zech. 12:10). When 
they think of Calvary, and of their wounded, bleeding 
Lord, they cannot help imitating Jeremiah, and picturing 
their Lord as crying from the cross, “Look and see if there 
is any sorrow like my sorrow.” Hence in all ages of the 
church this has been a favorite text—not as directly 
meaning what we shall say upon it, but as suggesting an 
adaptation, and asking to be used in our case as Jeremiah 
used it in his own. We apply to Jesus and his sufferings 
tonight the words which the prophet wrote in reference 
to Judaea and her national sorrow. We hear the Son of 
God saying in his death pangs to all this vast assembly, 
“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see 
if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.” 

And this is my first head tonight—the sufferings of Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, are unparalleled. When we 
have dwelt enough upon this, we will proceed to note, 
secondly, that they have a deep interest to many; and we 
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will conclude, thirdly, by enquiring whether they have 
not some interest for you. O that God the Holy Spirit, 
whose office it is to bear witness to the Lord Jesus, would 
now bear his testimony in all your hearts, for his mercy’s 
sake. 

I. First, then: The sufferings of the Son of God upon 
the cross were altogether unparalleled. 

I tell no idle tale tonight. I draw no picture of ro-
mance, but the sorrows which we now relate are matters 
of fact. Out of the excellent glory let the Lord confirm it 
tonight, if it be his truth, by the witness of his Spirit. 

Jesus, the eternal Son of God, came down in bound-
less pity among the sons of men, and took upon himself 
our human nature. Quitting the infinite honors of the 
skies he came to the lowliness of the manger, and the la-
bor of the carpenter’s shop; and here he abode, suffering 
as veritable man all the sorrows and infirmities of our 
mortality. In our nature he lived some thirty years or 
more, enduring much of poverty and labor, and at the 
end thereof he died, not amid the applause of all man-
kind, as he deserved, but nailed to a cross, like a felon or 
a slave, a spectacle of scorn and infamy, the despised and 
rejected of men. 

The sufferings of this divine One were unparalleled, 
first, because of the dignity of his person, which gave such 
point to the insult which he endured. Kings have died; 
philosophers have died; philanthropists have died; but 
never such a one as this, for he that bled on Calvary was 



S E R M O N  1 :  I S  I T  N O T H I N G  T O  Y O U ? 
 

5 
 

king, and priest, and prophet, a right royal man—and 
more—the Son of the Highest. God that made the heav-
ens and earth was in personal anion with that man who 
died upon the cross of Calvary. But what a stoop must it 
have been for him, for the brightness of the Father’s glory 
to be made the image of shame. A dethroned monarch is 
always the object of compassion, and a once-famous gen-
eral sitting at the city gate, and begging for a penny of 
every traveler that passes by, has been in all ages spoken 
of as a person to be deeply pitied. But what shall I say of 
him who stood as the center of angelic hosts, the prince 
of the kings of the earth?  

Aside he flung his most divine array; he girded himself 
with garments of this flesh and blood, and then became 
a man among men and for men, only to be despised of 
men. Being here among his own, his own received him 
not. Instead of receiving him they dragged him to the 
judgment hall. They scourged him. They took him into 
the common hall of the soldiery; they spat in his face, 
they blindfolded him, they buffeted him. They mocked 
at all his holy offices. They put an old soldier’s cloak 
about him, and then brought him out and cried, “Behold 
the man.” They nailed him to the cross, and then stood 
there and said, “If he is the Christ, let him come down.” 
They punned upon his prayers, and when he said “Eli, 
Eli,” they said “He is calling for Elijah” (Matt. 27:46–
47).  



5  S P U R G E O N  S E R M O N S  O N  S U F F E R I N G 
 

6 
 

Nothing that shame could invent they spared him: 
and all this was poured on One whose feet honored the 
ground they trod upon, the glances of whose eyes were 
angels’ law, the words of whose mouth were the music of 
God’s ear. “He was despised and rejected of men,” even 
he who was and is the King of kings, the Lord of lords. 
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto his sor-
row which was done unto him. 

There was also this strange point about our Re-
deemer’s suffering, namely, the perfect innocence of his 
character. Many a man has died innocent of that which 
was laid to his charge, but no man has been perfectly in-
nocent of every kind of fault. In this man there was never 
taint of evil. He was born without tendency to sin, for 
the natural corruption of our nature was not in him; and 
he lived never doing wrong to man, or woman, or child, 
and never by omission or by commission violating the 
divine will of the Most High. He was absolutely perfect, 
so that he could say when Satan came to assail him, “The 
ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me” 
(John 14:30). 

Now, herein is a sorrow never to be forgotten—that 
he must bleed and die, and, moreover, that he must so 
suffer as to be connected with sin. It is anguish and agony 
for even the breath of evil to blow upon innocence. He 
was never guilty, and never could have been so in any 
sense, and yet sin was laid to his charge for our sakes, and 
he died accused of treason and of blasphemy. In him was 
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no sin, and yet the sins of men were laid upon him. 
There, bring them here, the sins of ages; heap them on 
his back, the sins of men that lived before he was on 
earth, the crimes of multitudes who transgressed in his 
own day, and the sins of all the ages since—your sins and 
mine. They are all brought together and massed to-
gether: the total sum how dreadful! I want you to hear 
the word, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). The inno-
cent, therefore, not only suffers, but suffers in strange 
connection with sin; and this must have caused an awful 
shrinking to our Lord’s most holy soul. You and I are 
comparatively hardened to sin, and therefore it does not 
so alarm us as it did the perfect soul of Christ, who had 
no spot or trace of evil upon him.  

There was one tried for murder years ago, and some 
thought it an argument for his innocence that he stood 
in the dock calm and composed. But others said, “Not 
so: innocent men are the very persons who shudder most 
at having such a crime laid to their charge, and he who 
could bear the charge without emotion is most probably 
the man who has committed the crime.” Truth lies in that 
observation. For the innocent Christ to be made sin for 
us, and for the wrath of God to roll over him instead of 
us, must have caused within his spirit a depth of anguish 
which the most tender heart cannot fathom. Look and 
see if there was ever sorrow like unto his sorrow. Was 
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there ever dignity that suffered such indignity, or inno-
cence that came into contact with such a mass of sin, and 
suffered for it all? 

But this is not all, nor half. There was another wonder 
about the sufferings of Christ, namely, that in his case 
there was such a conjunction of griefs. Have you never 
noticed that, when you have one trouble, as a rule some 
other one is absent? Of course, if the north wind blows, 
the south does not blow too; and if we have the troubles 
of summer, we do not also endure the evils of winter at 
the same time. One grief often strangles another in its 
arms. We read in the Acts of a place where two seas met. 
Bough navigation there, my brethren, where two seas 
met, for one sea is often more than enough for the sailor. 
Sometimes you and I have grief on grief, and sorrow 
upon sorrow; and things go hard then. As to the Savior, 
it seemed as if every form of grief was let loose against 
him on that dark, that dreadful night. All the winds of 
woe escaped from their den at that dread hour. He was 
heavy within himself, deserted by his friends who ought 
to have defended him, betrayed by his bosom compan-
ion, slandered by false witnesses, hunted down by false-
hearted men. He had no one to speak for him, and he 
was unable for a certain reason to speak for himself. Griefs 
of body were added to his sadness of soul. Was there a 
part of his blessed form that escaped from suffering? I 
know of none. His whole corporeal frame was the center 
and seat of pain, a furnace of fever, the melting crucible 
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of death. From the thorn-crowned head to the bleeding 
foot, all, all was wounds and bruises for our sake. But the 
bodily sufferings were only the body of his sufferings; 
there was an agony of heart, and mind, and soul.  

O brethren, if when you have sickness you can keep 
your spirits up, it does not matter; and peradventure 
when the spirits sink you are happy if you have no pain at 
the same time. But to have body and soul at once in the 
fire, this is, indeed, torture: this is to do business in great 
waters, where all the waves and billows go over the mar-
iner. Hell from beneath was stirred against him: Satan 
bade his legions aim all their arrows against his heart. 
Heaven veiled its sun and left the sufferer in a chill dark-
ness. God did hide his face and make him cry, “Why have 
you forsaken me?” Earth’s inhabitants seemed leagued to 
cast him out. There is not, to my knowledge, a mitigating 
circumstance in the woes of Christ. It is bitter, bitter, bit-
ter; and if there be a mixture, it is wormwood mingled 
with gall; but bitter all, tempestuous all, terrific all. No 
drop of water, for in his thirst they gave him vinegar to 
drink. No ray of light: the sun is set. No stable ground of 
comfort: the very rocks do rend. Heaven and earth stand 
arrayed against him. Well does he cry, “Look and see if 
there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought 
upon me.” 

Oh that these lips had language, and could speak 
aright upon such a theme as this! But I ask you to notice 
next that there is in our Savior’s sorrow this singular 



5  S P U R G E O N  S E R M O N S  O N  S U F F E R I N G 
 

10 
 

point which is not found anywhere else, namely, that all 
his sorrow was voluntarily undertaken, and voluntarily 
continued in. When a man feels that it must be, he girds 
himself to bear the will of destiny; but concerning Christ, 
he was under no compulsion from any force which he 
could not himself control. He dies; but he says, “No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord” 
(John 10:18). He is betrayed into the hands of wicked 
men, but he says that he could presently pray to his Fa-
ther, and he would send him twelve legions of angels. He 
has not a word to say to Pilate, but he had ten thousand 
words which he might have spoken if he would, only that 
he could not then have effected the divine purpose or 
wrought out our salvation. This perfect freedom involved 
him in a double labor; he had not only to suffer, but to 
will to suffer even to the end. He had therefore to put a 
divine restraint upon himself, and to bear on, when his 
human nature might have suggested that he should bear 
no more. It did suggest it, so far as it could do so, without 
a faulty shrinking. “If it is possible,” said he, “let this cup 
pass from me;” but his holy soul came to the rescue of 
his resolution, for he added “nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will” (Matt 26:39).  

It is not in our power thus to yield ourselves to sor-
row. If we gave up ourselves once to the hands of pain or 
death it would be but one act, and we should then be out 
of our own power; but our Lord always had himself in 
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