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For each of my previous works both fiction and non-
fiction, I knew from the beginning of the writing process to 
whom each one would be dedicated. There was an identity, 

a natural association that was clearly evident, and just 
seemed right. This was no exception. 

 
This is dedicated to W. O. (Bill) Willham. 

 
To me, you were simply “Preacher” for forty years. Your 

example of Godly living, your intentional evangelical 
witness, and your Biblically-based, Christ-centered 

preaching were all an inspiration to me, and without 
question, countless others. When I think of you, an old 
expression comes to mind. “Preach the Gospel, and if 

necessary, use words.” Your life was your witness to God. 
 

I have to believe that already you and the Apostle John are 
finding much to talk about. 
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Introduction 

 
 
The “I AM” statements included in this book are presented 
in a particular order. The identification by God to Moses 
had to be the beginning point. After that, Peter’s confession 
from Matthew seemed to be a proper place to begin the 
Gospel accounts. What follows then are the bulk of the I AM 
statements, both major and minor, from the Gospel of John 
in the order they appear in his writings. It was important to 
me to keep John’s writings intact. The Great Commission at 
the end of Matthew wraps up the Gospel accounts. The final 
chapter comes from the words of our Lord in the Revelation. 

There are specific reasons Matthew’s Gospel appears 
first in our Bibles today as well as in many of the earliest 
manuscripts of the Greek New Testament. Matthew was 
one of the twelve apostles while Mark and Luke were not, 
and John was not written until much later. Matthew also 
begins with the genealogy of Jesus, a fact that would not 
have been unnoticed by his Hebrew Christian readers. 
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Matthew was the first of the Gospels to be accepted by the 
center of Christendom of the second century, most likely 
Antioch. His accounts of the teachings of Jesus are in the 
form of five books or collections, paralleling the Pentateuch, 
another point that would not have been lost on his Hebrew 
readers.  

Each of these five organized collections of his writings 
begins with a few chapters of narrative describing specific 
events in the ministry of Jesus. What follows are summaries 
of His teachings on a particular subject. Each book then 
concludes with wording such as, “and when Jesus had 
finished these words,” or “when Jesus had ended these 
sayings.” 

Papias, a second-century Christian writer, also tells us 
that Matthew collected this five-book collection of the 
teachings of Jesus in the Hebrew tongue, and more 
specifically in the Aramaic dialect, most certainly believed to 
be the language Jesus Himself used. 

As such, Matthew has a strong Jewish appeal, using Old 
Testament quotations, and presenting Jesus without 
question as the long foretold Messiah of the Hebrew people. 

This presentation of Jesus as the Messiah is found more 
strongly in Matthew than in the other Gospel accounts. This 
is evidenced not only by the use of the genealogy at the 
beginning, but also the reoccurring use of many Old 
Testament references, either preceded or followed by 
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wording such as “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet.” The ministry of Jesus is seen as part of a 
Divine plan, foretold by centuries, and Jesus was the 
fulfillment of that plan. 

A key word in John’s Gospel is “witness”. The word is 
used twenty-seven times, and there is but one purpose for 
his witness accounts. Near the end of his writings, John says 
it is “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” 
(John 20:31). 

As John witnessed the miraculous performances of 
Jesus, he became more and more aware of why they were 
performed. He very astutely referred to them as “signs” 
which became another key word in his writing. John wanted 
his readers to come to know the Christ of the miracles, and 
not just be amazed by the miracles themselves or the 
reporting of them. 

Without question, these signs were miraculous 
occurrences in the first century, and would be considered so 
today as well. John’s purpose in sharing them with us was to 
draw even more attention to what they represented. The 
miracles were extraordinary, but were meant to convey a 
special understanding of the One who performed them. 

John even conceded that there were many other 
miraculous signs that he could have reported, but these were 
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selected for the purpose of pointing to Jesus as Divine, and 
leading others to believing in Him. 

With the majority of these expositions coming from the 
Gospel of John, they are presented in such a way as to show 
continuity with other sayings surrounding them. It cannot 
help but be noticed that a change occurs in chapter 13. From 
that point forward the emphasis shifts from the throngs of 
people to the closer bond of fellowship with the disciples. 
Jesus wanted to prepare them not only for the tragic events 
to come, but to encourage them to remain strong in their 
faith after His physical departure from them. 

Statements of “The Way, The Truth, The Life,” and 
“The True Vine” take on added meaning as they are 
interwoven with His teachings on servanthood, followed by 
His predictions of betrayal and denial, and His words of 
comfort to the bewildered and hurting disciples. 

Gone also are the references to miracle signs in John’s 
latter chapters. The word is only used twice in chapter 12, 
and both times there only in summary fashion. There is the 
referral to the previous raising of Lazarus in verse 18, and 
then to the summary of the people’s rejection of Him 
despite the signs in verse 37. The signs selected by John for 
inclusion in his Gospel were for the purpose of revealing 
Jesus as the Christ, the Holy One of God. Some were 
accepted, some were rejected. 
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From chapter 13 forward it is a much more personal and 
private disclosure by Jesus of Himself to His closest 
followers. That He “left and hid Himself from them” (John 
12:36), meaning the general public, is considered symbolic 
of this. He had been available as “The Light,” and while 
some believed, many chose to remain in darkness. 
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O N E 
 

I AM WHO I AM 

Exodus 3:1–15 
 
 

oses was being commissioned by God to lead His 
people out of Egypt. The response of Moses is like 

that of many of us. He started asking questions. He wanted 
to know the details, the plan, how it was going to be carried 
out, and what the contingencies were. 

From the start, God needed Moses to realize that it 
wasn’t his plan or his mission to be carried out-it was God’s. 
In fact, more was at stake than simply restoring the defeated 
hopes of the Egyptian raised Israelite, Moses. It was even 
more than the restoration of a people now enslaved to 
another nation. It wasn’t God helping in a matter that was a 
burden for Moses-the issue of the mistreatment of the 
Israelites at the hands of their Egyptian slave drivers. This 
was God’s plan through and through, and Moses was simply 
a part of God’s total plan. 

M 
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God was going to fulfill His promise made to Abraham 
much earlier. He was going to redeem His chosen people, 
and bring them as His people to worship Him on the very 
mountain upon which Moses was now standing. In its 
essence, it was God’s work, and that was what Moses needed 
to realize. 

He had asked in verse 11, “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” The two 
personal pronouns indicate how he had missed the point. 
What he was asking was, “How am I ever going to 
accomplish so great a task?” 

Then notice the two personal pronouns in God’s 
answer. “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that 
it is I who have sent you” (v. 12). Not only that, but when it is 
accomplished, “you will worship God on this mountain.” 

Moses understood that it was going to take an unusual 
power to accomplish what God wanted, but what God was 
promising was more than a mere display of force or power 
against the authority of Pharaoh. This would come later in 
the miraculous signs used to convince Pharaoh to let the 
Israelites leave. At this point, God was promising more than 
power. He was promising His very presence, “I will be with 
you.” 

Maybe Moses was beginning to understand, but he still 
had questions. Even before the matter of approaching 
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Pharaoh, Moses needed to know how to address the 
Israelites themselves in the matter. How could he convince 
them that God had indeed spoken to him? 

Here is where it becomes personal. The Israelites had a 
relationship with God, but one based on their heritage 
alone. The question Moses raises in verse 13 is a valid one. 
“If I approach the Israelites on the authority of the God of 
your fathers, and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ Then what 
shall I tell them?” 

How can we convince the world today of the truth of our 
witness? It must be personal. We must present more than 
the witness of our parents or grandparents. We must present 
more than a vague remembrance of a religious or church 
experience of the past. We must present more than a 
decades-old spiritual awakening, but not nourished in the 
intervening years. Our witness must be alive and vibrant, 
and based on a fresh, new experience with a personal God 
every day, indeed every moment of every day! Our witness 
must be based on learning more and more about the name 
and character of God as we grow in our faith. 

God made it personal for Moses. “I AM WHO I AM…” 
He was to say to the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you” (v. 
14). Some have suggested that in this short, but confusing 
answer, God was presenting the idea that He would not be 
boxed in or labeled, or that He could not be totally 
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understood by our human finiteness. There may be some 
element of truth to this, in that we do try to limit God to our 
own understanding, if not control. Unfortunately, when we 
do this we are attempting to keep Him from being the very 
God He is. Infinite God is not to be bound by mere human 
understanding, or the lack of it. 

We assign human characteristics to God to help us 
understand what He is like. His hand offers protection, His 
arm indicates strength. The heavens are the work of His 
fingers. We are ever under His watchful eye. He is our King 
and at the same time, our Heavenly Father, but all of these 
are mere suggestions as to His real greatness, majesty, 
power, might and rule, to say nothing of the true extent of 
His love, mercy and grace. He was, is and forever will be a 
mysterious power that even the greatest minds will always 
fail to comprehend, yet He bids us come to Him in simple 
child-like faith. 

Moses had already been instructed to remove his sandals 
because of being in God’s holy presence. He had hidden his 
face for fear at this same presence. God needed to 
communicate not only His mysterious power, but His 
personal presence in a way Moses could understand and be 
able to share. 

The phrase has been rendered in a number of ways: “I 

AM WHO I AM;” “I AM WHAT I AM;” “I WILL BE WHAT I 
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WILL BE;” even, “I AM, BECAUSE I AM.” The common 
thought of each of these is the Hebrew word for LORD, 
(YHWH) which was too sacred to be pronounced, yet still 
sounds like and may be derived from the verb, hayah, 
meaning “to be”. 

Only God (as in verse 15 rendered, “The LORD”) is. 
Everything else in creation either came to be or will one day 
cease to exist, but only God, simply put, “is.” “This is my 
name forever.” That gave Moses a glimpse of the power and 
presence he needed to understand Who was and is in 
control. It was this eternal presence he would take to the 
Israelites and ultimately to Pharaoh. This made it personal 
between the God of their fathers—Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob—and Moses. It would be the LORD, not Moses, who 
would lead them to freedom and to become His people. 

It is our personal God in the Person of Jesus Christ who 
leads us to freedom from the bondage of sin, and the 
freedom to become His people in our world today. It is our 
personal faith in a resurrected, living, and timeless Savior 
that enables us to feel His presence daily, and to one day 
begin eternity with Him. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

*** End of Free Sample *** 


