
Built-in Driver Backrest for BMW R-18 

 A driver’s backrest that becomes part of your seat.  No bars in the way of the driver’s hips 
and legs or passenger’s legs.  Folds forward to ease passenger getting on or off and adds to 
safety by getting out of the way in sudden stops.  Includes up and down height adjustments, as 
well as driver seating position, back and forth, to help driver sit upright to avoid slouching, a big 
factor in driver fatigue. 
 
 Backrest is concaved and pivots at the top of bar as you lean against it so no 
uncomfortable edges dig into your back.  Well padded with foam, but only 1 1/2” thick which takes 
up less seating room than most other driver backrests.  Comes with a handy pouch and shoulder 
strap to enable conversion to a shoulder bag. 
 

 
INSTALLS IN MINUTES  WITHOUT REQUIRING ANY UPHOLSTERY WORK! 

 
 

 We also have backrests available for most other motorcycle stock seats.                                                   
We strive to closely match the material  and stitching on each seat. 
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Utopia Built-In  Driver Backrest 
Installation Instruction for 

BMW  R-18 Transcontinental and Bagger 

Now Adjust for comfort and take a ride!!! 

 
3. Remove the passenger strap.  The 
screws will be reused. 

 

1. Remove passenger lower backrest. From 
inside the trunk remove two T-25 torx screws. 
(This step is  not needed on the Bagger —
simply remove the T-30 to remove the seat. 

2. Remove T-30 Torx  screw to remove seat  
(lifting it up and back).  The screw is at the 
very back of  the passenger portion of the seat 
down by the fender.   

4. Install the Utopia 
bracket, reusing 
the screws used to 
mount the strap. 
Install the bracket 
so that the tube is 
toward the front of 
the bike. (as shown 
in the photo).  

5. Carefully reinstall your seat by 
lowering the seat so that the Utopia 
bracket comes up through the strap 
opening.  

6. Secure the seat with the T-30 
screw  at the rear of the seat by 
the fender.  
 
7. Re-install the passenger 
backrest using the T25 screws. 
 
8. Finally, install 2 1/4” bolt in 
Backrest Upper Bar on Utopia 
Pad to the tube now sticking up 
through the strap gap. 


