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HOW TO TRANSFORM YOUR BUSINESS AND TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Q&A with Alex Beeston
Web Design & Branding Consultant   |   Amplify Brand Consultancy Ltd

Meet Alex Beeston, Founder of Amplify, based right here in the Cotswolds. Alex 
works closely with both local and international clients, helping them achieve business 
growth through strategic web design and branding. We caught up with Alex to get his 
insights on how to effectively transform your business.

Alex, your marketing talks about trans-
forming a business; how do you achieve 
that?

The key is in recognising what often holds a 
business back, typically outdated web-
sites and ineffective branding. Many fail to 
maintain a consistent and modern online 
presence. This can be detrimental as it’s 
unlikely to authentically communicate your 
visual identity and what makes your busi-
ness unique.

So getting the visual identity right is im-
portant to help a business grow?

Absolutely. Branding and web design are 
deeply interconnected. Good branding 
encapsulates your core values and purpose 
beyond financial gain, and communicates 
them in a way that effortlessly resonates

with your target audience. This branding 
should be vividly represented in your web 
design, engaging and turning visitors into 
customers, and customers into loyal advo-
cates who choose you over your competi-
tors every time.

So does a business need to keep refresh-
ing its website?

Yes, definitely. Specifically, bespoke web 
design allows you to tailor experiences 
uniquely suited to your brand and your 
audience’s expectations, without restriction 
of often overused template designs. Keeping 
your website fresh, functionally optimised 
and fully mobile responsive enhances user 
engagement. Every element of your site 
should serve a strategic purpose to maxim-
ise both impact and results. This builds trust 
and credibility, key factors of success.

Can you share any success stories featur-
ing local businesses?

One of my local successes includes my 
collaboration with Amanda Hanley by 
Design in Burford. I refined their branding 
and launched a new e-commerce website. 
I continue to provide ongoing marketing sup-
port to ensure they have the professional 
backing they need to continually grow.

Amanda Hanley said, “May we say a huge, 
thank you for all of your amazing help with 
our website, we are so impressed with the 
outcome. You have been absolutely fantastic 
throughout the process and a delight to 
work with, and we have no hesitation in 
highly recommending you.”

Amplify Brand Consultancy Ltd 
www.amplify-consulting.com
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If you live with a dog who suffers from SA, 
you are not alone, although it often
can feel like it.  It’s estimated that around 
20% of all behaviour cases reported to
vets are due to separation anxiety-related 
behaviours.

Living with a dog with SA is distressing and 
affects the whole family. Feelings of stress, 
guilt, frustration, despair, and anxiety com-
monly affect the human family and a dog 
with SA is at higher risk of being rehomed, 
relinquished to a rescue organisation or 
euthanasia. SA is truly a 
welfare and well-being 
issue for a suffering dog.

Helping a dog to over-
come their SA can be 
a challenge and many 
families who reach out 

to me have come to the end of their ability 
to cope and to hope of better times for them 
and their dog.  SA is truly a disorder that af-
fects the whole family; but I want 
you to know that there is hope and 
that you are not alone.

I am qualified as a specialist Certi-
fied Separation Anxiety Trainer 
(CSAT) and am one of only 9 CSATs 
in the UK.  I understand the hope-
lessness that often comes with 
trying to support your dog to be ok with 

being alone.  I am an expert coach, 
mentor and support to people 
who find themselves struggling 
with their dog’s separation anxiety.   
I work with families using a pro-
gramme of systematic desensitisa-
tion, which is tailored exactly to 
each individual dog.   This is very 

similar   to   treatment   of   human   anxiety/   
phobias,   and   due   to   the   highly individu-
alised approach, the training programme I 

use has helped thousands of dogs 
worldwide to become content with 
home alone time. 

Are you ready to take the first step 
to recovery for your dog?  I offer 
a 30-minute consultation phone 
call or Zoom chat free of 
charge and commitment 

to discuss how the CSAT training 
programme can help you and your 
dog.   If you are concerned that 
your dog may have SA, or you have 
been trying to help your dog but 
have only got so far, please get in touch.  
You can arrange your consultation by visiting  
www.sa-mentor.com/contact or by calling me 
on 07766 756 095.  

For dogs, separation anxiety (SA) is an anxiety or panic disorder.  Clear signs of
SA are if, when left at home alone, a dog barks or howls for long periods; they
eliminate in the house when normally they are well housetrained; they destroy
furnishings or try to escape by digging at the floor or walls at doorways.  These
behaviours only happen when a dog is left alone and are all symptoms of 
severe stress.

Separation Anxiety – do you need help?
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Revision 

Help!

Sun 19th May
Come along and enjoy the day 
`Themed ` event `Mercedes 
Benz Day ` We have invited a 
collection of Mercedes Benz 
cars to attend the event. 

Sun 16th June
Attraction this month `Themed` 
event `Environment Day` lots to 
see and enjoy on this special 
day, re-cycling, pollution and 
much more the attraction of the 
month.

Combe Mill will be `In Steam` 
with all machinery working, Late 
19th Century Grade 11 Listed 
Water Mill on Blenheim Palace 
Estate by the River Evenlode. 
Bring the children along to enjoy 
the re-vamped `Tinkering Area` 
lots to do and see. Tea Room for 
light refreshments, Gift Shop.     
Dogs Welcome.  Parking free
Adults £9.00, Seniors £7.50,   
Children are now FREE.  
www.combemill.co.uk

Combe Mill Events

Oxfordshire Artweeks in Charlbury
22 artists and makers warmly welcome you to 
come and visit their open studios and pop-up 

exhibitions around the idyllic town of Charlbury. 
See exciting new works including painting, print-

making, textiles, ceramics, jewellery, sculpture and 
much more! Trail map available. 

4th - 12th May: 11am-6pm. 

www.artweeks.org

“I KNOW I SHOULD HAVE REVISED 
EARLIER BUT WHAT CAN I DO NOW?”

Whilst politicians inexplicably openly criticise 
the quality of the present day education sys-
tem; regardless of the adverse effect that their 
comments may have on the younger genera-
tion.  The present cohorts of A Level and GCSE 
students will be finding this summer’s exami-
nations anything but easy.   

From experience I have found the present gen-
eration of school children are under far more 
pressure than we of the older generation ever 
were.  They now need the support of everyone 
at this moment in time without the distractions 
of; dare I say it, ”Social Media”.

By the time you read this, many of the students 
will be approaching Study Leave.  I am per-
sonally against it,  In all fairness, it is normally 
granted as a privilege and all schools have con-
tingency plans of support readily available for 
the students who may encounter problems 
during their home based study.  Now it is with 
us, we need to turn Study Leave into a positive 
experience.

There are always self-motivated students who 
know what they want to achieve in life either 
by means of a professional career or just simply 
wanting to achieve their best.  However; there 
are also those who find it difficult to sit down 
at home for long periods of time, and revise 

without supervision, for perhaps the first time 
in their life.  It is these students who are in most 
need for the motivation to study. 

How to motivate yourself
• Be positive; enjoy the actual experience of 
learning.
• Set yourself a goal for each session and re-
ward yourself when you have completed it.  
• Look at the rewards of studying. This is the 
first step you are taking towards a successful 
career, the better your grades are, then the 
more options you will have in life.
• Establish a routine.  In the past this has been 
done for you within the school time table.  You 
now have the opportunity to treat Study Leave 
as one of your first steps into adulthood where 
you have to take on the responsibility of your 
own planning.  No longer are you being treated 
like a child.
• Don’t dally, the majority of stress and effort in 
revision is in thinking about doing it rather than 
actually getting stuck into it. 
• Contact the school should you have any 
problems.  The teachers want to help you, and 
will be only too pleased to do so.
• At the end of each day allow time to review 
what you have revised. 

Good Luck to all those taking examinations this 
summer.   Hoping that you all reach your per-
sonal goals.

John Harris
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1. Watch out for late frosts. 
Protect tender plants
2. Earth up potatoes, and 
promptly plant any still 
remaining
3. Plant out summer bed-
ding at the end of the month 
(except in cold areas)
4. Water early and late to get 
the most out of your water, 
recycle water when possible
5 .Regularly hoe off weeds

6 .Open greenhouse vents 
and doors on warm days
7. Mow lawns weekly – but 
consider leaving some areas 
uncut for wildlife
8. Check for nesting birds 
before clipping hedges
9. Lift and divide overcrowded 
clumps of daffodils and other 
spring-flowering bulbs
10. Watch out for viburnum 
beetle and lily beetle grubs

 

 

  

ADAM HENSON UNVEILS WILDSCAPE 
WILDFLOWER SEEDS 
A STEP TOWARDS BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION 
THAT IS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

wildscapeuk.com 

May Garden Tips
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Christine 
01609 777401
07742 595747
christine@jkanorth.com
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It is summer of course and one 
would not expect to observe 
planets in the sky due to the 
light nights; but not so; we do 
have periods of darkness in 
which the keenest of astrono-
mers enjoy casting their eyes 
under the dark skies very late 
in the warm summer evenings 
and early morning skies.

Mars and to some extent Saturn 
will be observable some of the 
time during May and June.  How-
ever; Mercury, Venus and Jupiter 
(during May) will not be visible 
at all no matter how dark the 
sky.  The reasons are explained in 
the diary below where some of 
the younger readers and those 
not so young wishing to learn 
of astronomical events can have 
a better understanding of what 
Superior and Solar Conjunctions 
are.

Summer Solstice –  Thursday 
20th June 21.50 hours BST
The moment that the Sun 
reaches its furthest point North 
and gives us our longest day.
You can follow the build-up and 
watch it live on Facebook.  To join 
the event and enjoy the build-up 
log in to Facebook and join:
“Summer Solstice 2024 Live From 
Stonehenge”

Meteor Shower 6th May – Eta 
Aquariid – Occurs when the 
Earth encounters the debris of 
the tail left behind by Halley’s 
Comet.  Visible in the UK from 
around 04.00 hours BST.  Look 
East South East for the radiant 
i.e. the point from which the 

paths of the meteors appear to 
originate.

Noctilucent Cloud displays 
 Possibility of appearing in June.  
Noctilucent Cloud displays 
appear at dusk at a height of 
200,000 feet (61,000 metres).  Far 
higher than normal clouds and 
appear as blue, silver, orange or 
red in colour, and can even be 
seen when darkness appears due 
to reflecting the light of the Sun.

Mercury:  Difficult to observe 
during May. Reaches superior 
conjunction on 14th June - this 
is when the Earth and the other 
planet are on opposite sides of 
the Sun, but all three bodies are 
nearly in a straight line.

Venus:  Unobservable during 
May and Venus reaches superior 

conjunction on 4th June.

Mars: Towards the end of May 
Mars may be seen on the Eastern 
horizon during twilight hours.  By 
the end of June will be rising 3 
hours before sunrise.

Jupiter: Unobservable during 
May as it passes through a Solar 
conjunction - this is when the 
Sun obscures the planet from 
being observed, and in this case 
the Jupiter, Earth and Sun are not 
in a direct line with each other.  
Exceptionally difficult to observe 
during June as it rises with the 
morning Sun. (Do not observe 
the Sun without proper eye pro-
tection, the Sun can permanently 
damage the eyes - sun glasses 
are not for observing the Sun.)

Saturn:  Hardly visible in the 
morning sky during May, but visi-
bility slightly improves by sunrise 
during the month of June. 

John Harris

Where are the planets?
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