LIZABETH

THE SECOND

by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and of Our other Realms and Territories Queen,
Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING!

WHEILEAS by a Petition presented unto Us tn Qur Council it has been

most humbly prayed that We would be graciously pleased ta grant a Charter of

lucorporation to the unincorporared Organisation founded in che year of our Lord
One thousand cight hundred and ninety-four and known as the Royal Society of
ot. George (liereinafter called “'the unincorporated Sociery"):

AND WHEREAS We are minded to cempl}’ with the Prayer of the said
Petition:

NOW THEREFORE KNOW YE that We being desirous of proinoting
the welfare of the Royal Society of St. George and the furtherance of s objects
tuve of Qur especial prace, certain knowledge and miere motion granted and
ordained and do by these Presents for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, grant and
ordain as follows:—

1. The persons now Members of the unincorporated Society and all ocher persons
who may hercafter become Members of the body corporate hereby constituted
shall for cver hereafter be one body corporate and politic by the name of “The
Royal Sociery of St. George™ and by the same name shall continue to have perpetual
succession and a common seal with power to break, alter and make anew the said
seal from oime to time at their will and pleasure, and by the samic name shall and
may sue and be sued in all Courts and w all manner of actions and proceedings
and shall have power 10 do all ather matters and things incidental or appertaining
a body corporate. -

2. 1n this Our Chiarter unless the context otherwise requires:

(4) “The Socicty” shall mean The Royal Socicty of St. George as hereby incor-
porated.

(8) “The Bye-Laws" shall mean the Bye-Laws see forch in the Schedule hereto or
other the Bye-Laws from time to tire of the Saciery.

(€) "The Council” shall mean the Council of the Sociery hereinafier referred to
and as from time o time constituted in accordance with the Bye-Taws,

() Words importing the singular number only shall include the plural number
and wvice versa, words importing the masculine gender only shall include che
teminine gender and words inporung persons shall incinde corporations.

3. The abjects of the Sociery shall be:

() To foster the love of England and toswengthen England and the Commonwealtl

by spreading the knowledge of English history, traditions and ideals.

(i) To keep fresh the memory of those in all walks of life who have served England
or the Commonwealth in the past, in order to mspire leadership in the furure.

(1i1) To combar all activities likely to undermine the strength of England or the
Commonwealth.

(v) To turcher English incerests everywhere, ro ensure that St. George's Day is
properly celebrated and to provide focal points all the World over where English

men and women may gathcr mgcthtn



4- The Sociery shall have power:

(1) To acquire, take over and accept by way of gift from the unincorporated
Society the stocks, funds, securities and othier assets of every descripdon now
belonging to the unincorporated Saciery or held i trust for the same and to under-
take, execute and pertorm any trusts or conditions affecting any of such assers and
to defray and provide for any debts and liabilities to the discharge of which the
said assers or any of them shall at the moment of such acquisition be applicable
and to give any trustees in whom any such stocks, funds, securities or other assets
may be vested a valid receipt, discharge and indemnicy for and in respect of the
iransfer or h:mcling over the same to the Sn-:ir:q;,

(1) To purchase, take on lease or hire or otherwise acquire and hold any lands,
buildings, casements or hereditaments of any tenure and any other real or personal
property and to construct, provide, maintain, repair and alter any buildings, works,
stores, plant and things which may from dme to tme be deemed requusite in any
part of the World tor any of the purposes of the Society.

(1) To form local branches and committees in any purt of the World and 1o
organisc meetings and publish and scll or distribute papers, books of instruction,
pamphlets and informanon for the purpose of stumulating interest in and promoring
the abjects of the Socety and to take all other measures which may seem necessary
for providing and maintaining an efficient organisation for the purposc of the
Society.

(iv) To receive and accept donadons, endowments and gifts of money, lands,
hereditaments, stocks, funds, shares, securities and any other assets whatsoever and
cither subject or not subject to any special trusts or conditions and in particular to
accept and take by way ol gilt and absorb upon any terms the underaking and
assets of any society or body whether incorporated or not carrying on work similar
to any work for the time being carried on by the Society and to undertake all or

any of the liabilities of any such other society or bud}*.

(v} To borrow or raise money with or without security for any of the purposes
of the Sodiety. -

[vi] To make and carry out any arrangement for joint wnrk_i.ug Or co-operation
with any other suci{:t}' or hf.:-dy whether iucurp-::-rau:d or not i:arr)fing on work

simnilar to any work for the nme being carried on by the Society.

[\fﬂ) To undertake, execule and Pt:rf[:i[m any trusts or conditions aﬂl:cting any
real or personal property of any description al:quircd by the Socicty.

(vii) To pay or apply any moneys or assets of the Suctety tor any charitable purpose
which in the opinion of the Council may tend to promote all or any of the objects
ot the Sociecy and cither to do so directly or to pay or transler any such ORIy
or assets to some other person o he applied in inanner aforesaid. J

lix) To apply for and cxercise any powers obtained undes any Supplemncental
Charter or any Act of Qur United Kingdﬂm Parliament or of the lt:giﬁlatun: of
any part of the Cominonwealch.

(x) To accumulate, scll, Iniprove, manage, develop, exchange, lease, Mortgage or

otherwise disposc of ar deal with or turn 0 account all or any property or rights
of the Society.

(x1) Ta invest moneys of the Sucicty awaiting invesunent—

(a) In or upon any investments authorised by Part [ or 11 of the First Schedule
to the Trustee Investments Act, 1961, as amended from time to rime: or

(b) 1n or upon any of the sccuritics of the government of any country witchin the
Commonwealth, or of the povernment of any province or state within any such

country that has a separate legislature, or of the govermuncnt of the United States
of America; or

() m or upon any mortgapes or other securities of any mutucipahiey, county
or district council or local or public authority or board in any councry within

the Commonwealth, or in any province or state within any such country, or in
the United States of America: or

(d) in or upon any mortgages or other securities the capital whercof or 5 mini-
inuin rate of incerest or dividend whereon is guaranteed by the governnient of

any country within the Commonwealth, or of any province or state within any

such country rthar has a separate legislature, or by the government of the United
States of America: or

(¢) I or upon the bonds or morlgages or the fully paid guaranteed or preference
or ordinary stock or shares or ordinary, preferred or deferred or ather stock ar
shares of any company incorporated either by Royal Charter or under any
general or special Act of Our Unired Kingdom Parliament or any general or
special enactment of the legislature of any other country within the Common-
wealth or of the United Staces of America, having an issued and paid-up share
capital of at least £750,000 or its equivalent at the current rates of exchange,
bcing stocks or shares which are quoted upon a recognised stock :xclungc it
any country within the Commonwealth or the United States of America, and




so that in the case of 3 company having shares of no par value such paid-up
capial shall be deemed to include the capital sum (other than eapital surplus)
appearing in the company's accounts in respect of such shares: Provided always
that no investment shall be made in any ordinary stocks or shares unless the
Company shall have paid dividends thereon at the rate of at least s per centum
per anunum for at least four years prior to the date of the investment, or in the case
of shares having no par value, the company shall have paid a dividend thereon
for at least six years prior to the date of investment, and that the total amount
at any ume standing invested in investments authorised by this sub-paragraph
as shown by the books of the Sociery shall not exceed sixty-six and two-thirds
per centum of the total amount at such time standing invested in any of the
nvestments hereby authorised as appearing by such books. For the purpose of
valuing the investments authorised by this sub-paragraph and held by the Sociery

the minimum price Lo be taken far each security shall be the cost price thereof
to the Socicty; or

{f) in the pucchase of frechold ground rents or [rechold or leaschold land,
messuages, tenenents and hereditaments within Qur United Kingdom, provided
that as regards leasehiolds, the term thereof shall have at least SIXLY years to run; or

(g) vpon the sccutity of frechold property, frechold ground rents, land charges
or rent charges, by way of first mortgage, up to the limit of two-thirds of the

value:

Provided nevertheless the Council may invest all moneys and funds of the Society

in such investments as may be authorised with respect thercto by or by the powers

contained in the instrument (if any) of gift of such moneys or funds or of the moneys
or property from which the same shall have arisen or by the powers contained in
any wntng or writings under the hand or signed on behalf of the donor within
six calendar months after the gift and to vary or transpose such investments as

thereby authorised.

{Iﬁ) ‘To prant, continue and pay such salaries, pensions, gratuities or other sums in

recogmition of services (whether rendered before or after the granting of this Our
Charter) as the Council may from time to time think proper.

(x111) To do all such other acts and Lh.i.ngs as are or may be deemed incidental or

conducive to the attainment of any of the purposes of the Sociery or the exercise
of any of its said powers.

5. The Society shall be unsectarian and independent of party politics,

6. There shall be a Patron of the Society and We do hereby reserve to Quisclves
ro continue as Patron or to be the first Patron after the granting of this Our Charter.
Subsequent Patrons shall be such persous as may [rom time o ume accepr that
Office upon the invitation of the Council.

7. There shall be a President of the Society who shall be elected annually ac che
Annual General Meceting, A retiring President shall be c]igibic for re-clection.
The first President shall be Qur right trusty and nght entirely beloved Cousin

‘Gerald Hugh Duke of Westminster, Companion of Our Disdnguished Service

Order, who shall hold Office until the close of the Annual General Meeting in the

year One thousand nine hundred and Sixr}r—th ree.

8. There may be Vice-Presidents of the Society. Thase persons who immmediately
before the granting of this Our Charter were Vice-Presidents of the unincorporated
Socicty shall become the first Vice-Presidents. Subsequent Vice-Presidents shall be
appointed in the manner provided by the Bye-Laws.

9. The affairs of the Sociery shall be controlled in accordance with the Bye-Laws
by a Council consisting of a Chairman, a Depury-Chairman (it elected under
Byc-Law 47), a Vice-Chairman, an Honorary Treasurer and not less than eleven
other persons all of whom shall be clected in manner provided by the Bye-Laws,

10. The Council shall from time 1o time appoint and fix the remuncration of the
General Secretary of the Society.

11. An Annual General M:E[ing af the Society shall be held once in every year
at such time and place as shall be prescribed by or in.accordance with the Bye-Laws
and the Council shall lay before every such meeting such accounts and make to it
such reports as may from time to time be prescribed by the Bye-Laws, Subject as
aforesaid meetings of the Society shall be convened and the proceedings therear
regulated in accordance with the Bye-Laws.

12. The accounts to be submitted to each Atnual General Meeting of the Sociery
shall be audited by 2 member of a body of accountants recognised by the Board of
Trade under Section 161 (1) () of the Companies Act, 1048, or by a firm of which
at least one parmer is such a member.

13. The affairs of the Society shall be managed and regulated in accordance with
Lhc_By&Laws set forth in the Schedule hereto. Any of the Bye-Laws may {rom




time to time be altercd, added to or repealed by a Resolution passed by a majority
of not less than rwo-thirds of the prrsons present and voting at an Extracrdinary
General Meeting of the Society duly convened for that purpose and any new
Bye-Laws may from time to time be made in the like manner. Provided that no new
Bye-Law and no such alteration, addition or repeal as aforesaid shall have any force
or efiect if it be repugnant to any of the provisions of this Our Charter or until the
same has been submitted to and approved by the Lords of Our Most Hotourable
Privy Council of which approval a Certificate under the hand of the Clerk of Our

said Privy Council shall be conclusive evidence.

14. The Sociery may alter, amend or add to this Our Charter by a Resolution
passed by a majority of not less than three-quarters of the Members present and
voting at an Extraordinary General Meeting duly convened for the purpose, and
any such alteration, amendment or addition shall when approved by Us, Our Heirs
or Successors in Council, become effectual so that this Our Charter shall thenceforth
contnuc and operate as though it had been originally granted and made accord-
ingly. This provision shall 2 pply to this Qur Charter as altered, amended or added

to in the manner aforesaid.

15. It shall be lawful for the Society at an Extraordinary General Meeting
convened for the purposc to surrender this Our Charter subject to the sanction of
Us, Our Heirs or Successors in Council and upon such terms as We or They may

consider fit and to wind up or atherwise deal with the affaics of the Socicety in such

manner as shall be dicected by such Extraordinary General Mecting or in default
of such dirccrion as the Council shall think cxpedient having due regard to the
liabilities of the Society for the time being and if, on che winding up or the dissolu-
tion of the Society, there shall remain, after the satisfaction of all its debis and
liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be paid or distributed among
the Members of the society or any of them, but shall, subject to any special trusts
affecting the same, be given and transferred to some other charitable association or

associations having objects similar to the objects of the society, to be determined by
the Council at or before the time of dissolution.

16. And We do for Ourselves, Our Heirs and Successors grant and declare that
this Our Charter or the enrolment thereof shall be in all things valid and effectual in
law according to the true intent and meaning of the same and shall be taken,
construed and adjudged in the most favourable and beneficial sense and for the best
advanmage of the Society as well in Our Courts of Record as elsewhere nocwith-

Stnnding any non-recital, mis-reciral, uncertainty or imperfection in this Qur
Charter.

IN WITNESS whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent.

WITNESS Qurself at Westminster the day aof

in the year ot Qur Reign.

BY WARRANT UNDER THE QUEEN’S SIGN MANUAL



AT THE COURT AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE
The Zod day of May, 1963,
PRESENT,

THE QUEEN'S MOST CXCELLENT MAJESTY
IN COUNCIL.

WHEREAS there was this day read at the Doard Report of a Committee
of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Most IHonourable Privy Council. dated (he
25th day of April, 1963, in the words lollowing. viz:—

i

YOUR MAJESTY having been pleased, by Your Order of the 30th day
of July. 1962, to refer unto this Committes the humble Petition of The

Rayal Society of St. George. praying for the grant of a Charter of
Incorporation:

" THE LORDS 0OF HE COMMITTEE, in obedience to Your Majesty’s said
Drdﬁr_ ol Reference, have taken the said Petition into consideration, and
do this day agree humbly to FEport, ds their opinion, lo Your Majesty,

that a4 Charter may be granted by Your Majesty in terms of the Diraft
hereunta annexed ™. |

MER MAJESTY. having taken into consideration the said Report, and
the Draft Charter accompanying 1. was pleased, by and with the advice of
Her Privy Council. to approve thereol, and to order, as it is herchy ordered,
that the Right Honourable Henry Drocke. one of Her Majesty's Principal
Secrelaries of Slale. do cause a Warrant (o be piepared for Her Majesty's
Raval Signawure. for passing under the Greal Seul 1 Charter in conformity
with the said Draft, which is hereunto annexed.

H G, Agnew.



