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Digital Portal

The Digital Portal is a web-based portal 
containing the entire Preschool With a 
Purpose curriculum, and is a one-stop shop 
for planning the school year. 

Click here to view a walkthrough video of the 
Highlights Preschool With a Purpose Digital Portal

Or type in the URL below to view: 
https://zanerbloser.wistia.com/medias/4uuhjsvwcv
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The Year-At-A-Glance Classroom Poster outlines the themes and learning concepts 
covered throughout the school year. This poster is intended to be hung up in 
the classroom so teachers, and parents, can see what the students are learning 
throughout the year. 

Year-At-A-Glance Poster
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Student Journals and Highlights Kindness Books

There are twenty-four individual student journals containing drawing or 
writing inspiration related to the week’s lessons. 

Four hardcover books from the Highlights Kindness Series for classroom 
libraries, circle time/story time, or the Learning Labs. 

Highlights Kindness Books

Student Journals
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Classroom Welcome Guide

The Classroom Welcome 
Guide provides an overview 
of the curriculum, tips 
for implementation and 
classroom setup, and 
possible class schedules. 
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Classroom Welcome Guide

LEARNING DOMAINS

Literacy and Reading

Language and 
Communication

Mathematics

Science

Creative Expression

Social-Emotional

Community and Culture

Physical Development

Logic and Reasoning

The curriculum is organized into nine key developmental learning domains, 
each with its own set of subdomains to focus on specific skill development.

The learning domains with developmental objectives appear on pages 35–52 
of the Classroom Welcome Guide for quick reference. 

Learning Domains with Developmental Objectives
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Teacher Guide

Inside Front Cover Inside Back Cover

Monthly Teacher Guide (1 per 
month) provides details on the 
upcoming themes, and helps 
teachers

• preview the learning content 
and activities,

• reference Materials-to-Gather 
lists,

• find outdoor engagement 
ideas,

• gather book recommendations, 
and

• select conversation starters.



8

Teacher Guide: Collection Overview Pages
At the beginning of every Teacher Guide, there are Collection Overviews that provide a high-level look 
at the themes, core topics, and other areas of learning that will be covered in that month’s collection. 

High-level overview 
of what students will 
be learning for each 
week. 

Each weekly 
theme

Learn & Logic 
FUNdamentals 
covered in each week

Play With a Purpose 
topics covered in each 
week

Teacher Guide
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Each Weekly section opens up with 
a description of the themes the 
students will be learning that week. 

Weekly Theme Lesson Guides

Materials to Gather lists any and 
all materials needed for that 
week’s Circle Time activities.

In-depth overview of the 
weekly theme templates, 
outdoor enagement 
activities, and recommended 
books that relate to the 
weekly theme. 

Teacher Guide
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Welcome Circle Engage & Explore
In-depth overview of the Discovery Areas of Learning that will be covered 

in this week’s Welcome Circle cards. 

Reflection Circle Engage & Review
Topics that will be reviewed During Reflection Circle

Circle Time Songs
Songs to enhance Welcome and Reflection Circles

Teacher Guide
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Learning Lab Cards Overview
Each Learning Lab card for this week for easy planning! 

Teacher Guide
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Circle Time Cards

There are nineteen Circle Time cards for each week within a monthly collection. These 
cards are designed to introduce learning concepts in the morning (Welcome Circle) and 
review them in the afternoon (Reflection Circle). 

Each weekly theme includes two activity cards for each area of learning, providing options 
for tailoring insturction to the unique needs and interestes of a class. 

Circle Time areas of learning:

FUNdamentals: 
Letter, Number, Shape, Sound It Out

Songs and Stories

Wonder Words

Logic & Reasoning 

Movement & Games

Community & Culture

Social-Emotional Learning

Social Impact

Circle Time cards provide:

• Detailed teaching instructions
• Deeper class engagement
• Relationship-building opportunities
• Sense of routine
• Songs and games
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Letter Review Cards
Can be used during Welcome or Reflecltion Circle, or both! 

Front of Card 1
Back of Card 1

Card Number Key:
W9 = Week 9
C1 = Card 1

Each Circle Time 
Card follows the 
same numbering 
system for ease of 
use.

The front of every 
Circle Time Card 
contains the 
Month, Week 
Number, and that 
week’s theme. 

Letter FUNdamentals Cards
The lesson that ties into the Letter Review card.

The fronts and 
backs of each 
FUNdamentals card 
let’s you know if 
it’s for Welcome or 
Reflection Circle.

Each card also 
lists which 
Developmental 
Objective it ties 
into.

Circle Time Cards
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Letter FUNdamentals: Sound It Out
Each week has one Sound It Out card. 

Letter Review Cards

Letter FUNdamentals Cards

Circle Time Cards
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Weekly Theme Templates 

Weekly sets of activity pages and punch-out conversation-starter wristbands related to 
the week’s theme and Learn & Logic FUNdamentals cards. 

Story Letter & Number 

Templates
Each week has two Story Letter 
Templates and one Number Story 
Template. These templates into the 
Circle Time Letter/NumberReview and 
FUNdamentals cards.
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Letter, Number, and Shapes Practice Templates 

Weekly Theme Templates 
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Number Review Cards
Can be used during Welcome or Reflecltion Circle, or both! 

Each week has one Number Review Card.

Number FUNdamentals Cards
The lesson that ties into the Number Review card.
Each week has one Number FUNdamentals card. 

Circle Time Cards
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Shape Review Cards
Can be used during Welcome or Reflecltion Circle, or both! 

Each week has one Shape Review Card.

Shape FUNdamentals Cards
The lesson that ties into the Shape Review card.
Each week has one Shape FUNdamentals card.

Circle Time Cards
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Logic & Reasoning Cards
Each week has two different Logic & Reasoning cards. 

Circle Time Cards
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Movement & Games Cards
Each week has two different Movement & Games cards. 

Green Circle Time Cards = 
Play With a Purpose Topics

Circle Time Cards
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Community & Culture Cards
Each week has two different Community & Culture cards. 

Community & Culture and SEL 
cards are intended to be used 
during Welcome Circle. 

Circle Time Cards

Social-Emotional Learning Cards
Each week has two different SEL cards. 

Social Impact Cards
Each week has two different Social Impact cards. 

Social Impact cards are 
intended to be used during 
Reflection Circle.
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Learning Lab Cards

There are 16 large activity cards per week, two for each of the 8 areas of learning. 
The Learning Lab cards are organized by Small Group and Independent STEAM. 

Small Group Cards
Learning lab areas where everyone learns together. 

Small-Group Learning consists 
of four areas of learning:

Literacy and 
Reading

Science

Math

Puzzlers
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Highlights Preschool With a Purpose

Materials: pieces of fruit, ice-cube tray, water, freezer, 2 plates
Prep: 
Cut the fruit into halves or sections. Put a different fruit in each 

cube of the ice-cube tray. Fill the ice-cube tray with water and 

freeze it. Put the frozen fruit cubes on one plate and fresh fruits 

on another.
Learn Together:1. Encourage the children to smell the fresh fruit first. Ask, “Is 

it easy to smell the fruit? Does it smell like something you 

would want to eat?”
2. Invite the children to smell the frozen fruit cubes. Ask, “Can 

you still smell the fruit? Is the scent stronger or weaker?”

3. Encourage thinking with questions like, “What might happen 

to food in the wild when it’s covered by snow and ice? Which 

do you think would be easier to eat, frozen or fresh fruit?”

Nurture: 
Show pictures or videos of animals gathering food for the winter.

Enhance: Have each child take turns wearing a blindfold and smelling 

different types of fruit. Try first with fresh fruit, then with frozen 

fruit. Ask, “Which was easier to identify, fresh or frozen fruit?”

*Handle food allergies and dietary restrictions with care.

Developmental Objectives S 1, S 2, S 4

Winter Food*

 Card W17 LL6

LEARNING LAB

SCIENCE
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Winter FoodLEARNING LAB
SCIENCE

January • Week 17 • Hibernating Animals

Trace the lines to finish the jump ropes.

Jump Rope j

LEARNING LAB
LITERACY AND READING

January • Week 17 • Hibernating Animals

Independent STEAM Play 
consists of four areas of 

learning:

Imagination

Sensory  
and Nature

Creativity

Design  
and Build

Independent STEAM Cards
Times when children can explore their interests and activities without direct 

instruction from a teacher. 
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Highlights P
reschool With a Purpose

Materials: 

brown butcher paper, constru
ction paper (w

hite, blue, green), 

stuffed animal bears, S
tuffy Blankets fr

om the Creativity Learning 

Lab, pillows, p
lay food, picture books

Prep: 

Create a backdrop with brown butcher paper to
 resemble the 

inside of a den. Craft a “window” using white, blue, and green 

paper to
 sim

ulate a snowy outdoor se
ttin

g. Place the bears a
nd 

props in
 the area.

Independent Play:

1. Invite the children to play as caregivers o
f th

e bears, h
elping 

them get re
ady for hibernation just li

ke their caregivers 

would do for th
em before naps or bedtime. They can “feed” 

the bears, r
ead them bedtime sto

ries, a
nd quietly talk to 

them as th
ey tuck them in.

2. Optional: Encourage the children to try the activity on the 

front of th
is card.

Nurture: 

Ask open-ended questio
ns to

 guide their play, su
ch as,  “

What 

should we do to make sure the bears d
on’t g

et hungry during 

their hibernation?”

Enhance: 

Encourage them to create a narrative about why 

their bears a
re hibernating and what th

ey are 

dreaming about.

Developmental Objectiv
es CE 4

Goodnight, Bears

 Card W17 LL1
2
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Highlights Preschool With a Purpose

Developmental Objectives CE 1, PD 1

Materials: fabric, ribbons, craft gluePrep: 
For each child, draw a long rectangle on the back of the fabric 

and fill it with evenly spaced horizontal lines. Fold the fabric 

in half lengthwise and cut along the lines to create slits for the 

ribbons.
Independent Play:1. Give each child a prepared fabric piece and ribbons.

2. Show the children how to weave each ribbon in and out of 

the slits to create a cozy blanket for a stuffed animal.

3. Help the children glue the ribbon ends to the back of the 

fabric to secure the weave.4. Once the glue is dry, they can use their Stuffy Blanket in the 

Goodnight, Bears Imagination Learning Lab.

Nurture: Use wider ribbons that are easier to grasp and weave.

Enhance: Provide different types of ribbons, like satin, velvet, or grosgrain, 

and even some yarns, to give them a chance to explore different 

textures.

Stuffy Blanket

 Card W17 LL9

LEARNING LAB

CREATIVITY
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3. Weave.

1. Measure.

2. Cut.

Stuffy Blanket
LEARNING LAB CREATIVITY

January • Week 17 • Hibernating Animals

Mug

Slice of 

Bread

Potato

Tree

Apple
Key

Magnet
RulerWhat hidden objects can you find in this Hidden Pictures puzzle?

Goodnight, BearsLEARNING LAB

IMAGINATION

January • Week 17 • Hibernating Animals
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Literacy and Reading Cards
Each week has two Literacy and Reading Learning Lab cards

The front of every 
Learning Lab Card 
contains the Month, 
Week Number, and 
that week’s theme. Card Number Key:

W09 = Week 9
LL1 = Card 1

Every Learning Lab card 
contains suggestions for 
reframing an activity for 
kids who need more 
guidance or support 
(NURTURE) and stretching 
an activity to make it more 
challenging for kids who are 
ready for something more 
complex (ENHANCE).

Each card also 
lists which 
Developmental 
Objective it ties 
into.

Learning Lab Cards: Small Group

Math Cards
Each week has two Math Learning Lab cards
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Learning Lab Cards: Small Group

Science Cards
Each week has two Science Learning Lab cards

Puzzler Cards
Each week has two Puzzler Learning Lab cards
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Imagination Cards
Each week has two Imagination Learning Lab cards

Learning Lab Cards: Independent STEAM

Creativity Cards
Each week has two Creativity Learning Lab cards



26

Learning Lab Cards: Independent STEAM

Sensory and Nature Cards
Each week has two Sensory and Nature Learning Lab cards

Design and Build Cards
Each week has two Design and Build Learning Lab cards
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At-Home Engagement Templates

Tell-Me-More Wristbands
Each week has 24 Punch-out 
conversation-starter wristbands 
related to the week’s theme.

Connect and Share
Templates to be sent home for 
students to do with their families. 
One Connect and Share template 
per week. 

Tell-Me-More wristband

Weekly Theme Templates 



28

Weekly Family Newsletter

Weekly Family Newsletters to be sent home for family and at-home engagement. 
One newsletter per week. 40 unique newsletters to send home for up to 24 students.

The back of every Family 
Newsletter contains a craft, 
fun activity, or a recipe for 
students to do at home. 

Description of what 
themes students are 
learning this week. 

Newsletters also provide 
fun, creative ways to 
extend student learning 
at home. 
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Monthly Theme Posters

The Monthly Theme Posters contain an overview of the plans for each of the four 
weekly themes. Intended to be displayed in the classroom for teachers, families, and 
students. 1 poster for each month. 


