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Measure Lengths 
 

Objectives: 1) Order three objects by length; compare the lengths of 

two objects indirectly by using a third object. 2) Express the length of 

an object as a whole number of length units, by laying multiple copies 

of a shorter object (the length unit) end to end. 

Common Core Math Standards:  1.MD.A.1 and 1.MD.A.2.  

I can statements: 

 I can order three objects by length; compare the lengths of two 

objects indirectly by using a third object. I can express the length 

of an object as a whole number of length units by laying multiple 

copies of a shorter object end to end. 

Vocabulary: order, length, measure, express 

Materials: 8 Panelcraft window pieces (for 3-6 children) 

Procedure: 

1. After organizing the students into groups the teacher will ask the students to 

compare the height of three students (vertical length) and stand in a line from 

least to greatest height. 

2. Teacher will explain that for this activity a length unit will be the length of a 

Panelcraft window piece (length unit). The teacher will demonstrate how  to 

express the height of each student by connecting multiple copies of windows in a 

chain-like fashion (see Fig. 1) 

3. Ask students to then measure the height of each student in the group using 

multiple windows. 

4. Ask students to measure the width of their table or desk using the window length 

units. 

Extension Idea: 

1. Have multiple groups work together to measure the length of a larger object such 

as an area rug or the width of the classroom. 

Checks for Learning: 

After students have ordered the heights of three students, the teacher should inspect 

the order of each group for accuracy.  

Grade: 1st Grade 
Category:  Math 1.MD.A.1(2) 

Figure 1 multiple copies of length 
units for expressing measurement. 

 


