
    

      
   


                           

Predator deterrence for wilderness camps. 

Manual 

Before you start! 
Read the manual for the energizer. 

Follow best practices in bear country. 
A Bear Sentry System is no substitute. 



                                                Best Practices  

An electric fence is only one of many best practices when camping in bear country.     
It is no substitute for being bear smart. A Bear Sentry will deter predators if they try to 
enter your camp, but you must do your part to prevent them from wanting to in the 
first place. 


Use your Bear Sentry in conjunction with best practices:


• Choose a campsite with no indication of recent bear activity. 

• Keep your noise deterrents and bear spray handy at all times.

• Set up your Bear Sentry according to the instructions.

• Cook downwind from tents and gear. Cooking in one location and camping in 

another is even better.

• Store your food in a bear resistant container (BRC) and cache it away from your 

sleeping area. Never put food in your tent, even temporarily.

• Be fastidious about handling food. Never eat in your tent or sleeping bag. Don’t 

touch your gear with dirty hands from prepping or eating food.

• Don’t put clothing in your tent that is full of cooking smells. And don’t put toiletries 

in there either because even the ‘non-scented’ ones smell sweet to a bear.

• Keep a clean camp and store your garbage securely in the same place as your 

food. Remember, bears can smell burnt food in your fire pit.

• Before turning in, do a last minute check of your Bear Sentry according to the 

instructions.

• Sleep soundly, because you’ve done your best.

• For further reference visit www.bearsmart.com/play/camping/

 

http://www.bearsmart.com/play/camping/
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                        How Bear Sentries Work 
The Basics 

* When an animal touches the hot wire of an 
electrified fence, it closes what was until 
then an open circuit. Electrical energy is 
allowed to travel from the energizer (along 
the wire), through its body, and back to the 
energizer (through the ground). 

* How easily that circuit can be closed is a 
function of the voltage established by the 
energizer. How large of a shock the animal 
feels is a function of how much energy the 
energizer delivers. 

Higher Voltage – Better Connection 

* Voltage is a measure of the electrical “pull” created by the energizer from hot wire to 
ground. The higher the voltage, the easier it is for a predator to close the connection, and 
the less that dry conditions can affect that connection. 

Energy is Everything 

* Energizers are rated by how much energy they store and by how much energy they can 
deliver under load i.e. “stored energy” is theoretical; “delivered energy” represents the real 
world. 

* Size does matter when you’re dealing with an apex predator. Research shows that             
at least 0.5 Joules of delivered energy is needed to turn away a bear. But if a motivated, 
hungry Grizzly comes round, you’ll want more than the minimum shock! 

Bear Sentries Really Deliver 

* The amount of energy that a fence energizer can deliver is critical. The Bear Sentry 
energizer stores 1.8 Joules and can deliver more than 1 Joule when discharged.     
That’s twice the minimum.  

12 Volts is More than Enough 

* How can eight small AA batteries deter a big bear? The energizer builds up and stores 
energy in a capacitor. When an animal closes the connection between hot wire and 
ground, the energizer releases all its stored energy into a pulse that lasts a split second. 

* The shock is extremely painful, but because the pulse is so short-lived the bear is     
deterred without being damaged. 


