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Carl Lovett, vice president of sales, talks with editors Thomas Russell and 
Powell Slaughter about how Sunpan’s calculated risks paid off during a 

year of major challenges. 
 
 



 
Thomas Russell//Senior Editor, Furniture Today 

I'm Tom Russell and have worked at Furniture/Today since August 2003. Since then, I 
have covered the international side of the business from a logistics and sourcing 
standpoint. Since then, I also have visited several furniture trade shows and 
manufacturing plants in Asia, which has helped me gain perspective about the industry 
in that part of the world. As I continue covering the import side of the business, I look 
forward to building on that knowledge base through conversations with industry 
officials and future overseas plant tours. From time to time, I will file news and other 
industry perspectives online and, as always, welcome your response to these Web 
postings. 

 
Powell Slaughter//Senior Editor 

I'm Powell Slaughter, senior editor at Furniture/Today. I returned to the publication in 
January 2015 after nine years of writing about furniture retail strategies and best 
practices at a monthly magazine focusing on home furnishings retail operations. Prior to 
that, I spent 10 years with F/T covering wood furniture, the last five of those as case 
goods editor. Upon my return to F/T, I developed coverage of the logistical and service 
aspects of the furniture industry as well as following the occasional, home office and 
home entertainment categories. In April 2018 I took over the upholstery category, with 
responsibility for coverage of the fabric and leather stationary and motion upholstery, 
recliners and massage chair categories. 

 


