
ANNUAL SELF INSPECTION / SERVICING INSTRUCTION SHEET

These instructions relate ONLY to the following models of inflatable PFD’s:
Watersnake Inflatable PFD & Watersnake Deluxe PFD (ADULT AND CHILDRENS SIZES)   AS4758.1 Level 150
Watersnake Inflatable All Weather PFD            AS4758.1 Level 150
Platinum Deluxe Inflatable PFD & Platinum Nautilus PFD         AS4758.1 Level 150
Jarvis Walker Venture Inflatable Jacket PFD          AS4758.1 Level 150
If the inflatable PFD you own is a different brand to those listed above, please consult that manufacturer’s instructions.

PLEASE PRINT THIS DOCUMENT PRIOR TO INSPECTION

BEFORE YOU START: Carefully read all the instructions first and if you believe you are not capable or you are not 
confident of performing all facets of the self inspection test, then it is recommended that the annual inspection be car-
ried out by an accredited service centre. A list of accredited service centres can be found at: www.watersnake.com.au

SERVICE INSPECTION SCHEDULE: Please note that your service schedule commences from date of purchase of 
your PFD. 
You are required to retain a copy of the receipt of your PFD for proof of purchase. 
Although you are not required to perform the inspection at this time you do need to mark the purchase date in the 
service grid table printed on the bladder. Use the top of the service grid table printed on the bladder to indicate date of 
purchase. 
i.e. Purchased PFD November 2014 – tick number 11 and tick 2014. Ensure this is completed prior to use.
Your first required annual inspection will be 12 months after date of purchase and each 12 months from then on.
Every three years we suggest you have your PFD serviced at an accredited service centre. www.watersnake.com.au
WARNING: If the PFD or any part of the inflatable PFD fails any part of the inspection process then the PFD must be 
discarded and replaced, or the non-complying part/s must be replaced. 
It is recommended that any faulty inflatable PFDs be serviced or repaired at an accredited service agent, or discarded. 
Never attempt any repairs, these can only be performed by accredited service agents and to do otherwise may risk 
lives.

SELF-INSPECTION FAQs

QUESTION
Can I perform a self-service inspection on inflatable PFDs in commercial use? 
ANSWER
No. This document is only applicable to inflatable PFDs intended for recreational use. Inflatable PFDs in commercial 
use must have all inspections performed by an accredited PFD service provider.

QUESTION
Do I need any special tools or parts to perform this annual self-inspection service?
ANSWER
You will need to purchase some green inflation indicator clips prior to inspection. In some cases the cylinder may also 
need replacing. These parts can be purchased from a Watersnake dealer, or an approved service centre. 
Also required is a set of digital weighing scales for the cylinder.

QUESTION
Do I need to record each inspection step on the below ‘Inflatable PFD self-inspection certificate’ for my inspection to 
be deemed satisfactory and valid?
ANSWER
Yes.

QUESTION 
For how long must I retain a copy of each ‘Inflatable PFD self-inspection certificate’?
ANSWER
You must retain all copies of completed self-inspection certificates and service receipts for as long as you continue to 
use an individual PFD.

QUESTION
Must I complete a separate ‘Inflatable PFD self-inspection certificate’ for each of my inflatable PFDs?
ANSWER
Yes.



ANNUAL SELF INSPECTION / SERVICING INSTRUCTIONS

Be sure to record all your fi ndings on the inspection certifi cate as you perform each test.
Please note inspections are the same for childrens PFDs as adult PFDS

VISUAL INSPECTION

1) COVER: Open and close PFD cover and ensure no 
damage has occurred to the touch and close fastener; 
check for any wear or damage to the PFD’s general con-
dition, ensuring there are no signs of wear or damage to 
the exterior; 

 2) WEBBING: Check shoulder and waist straps for wear 
or damage; check that stitching is still in good condition 
and no fraying has occurred to the webbings. 

3) GRAB STRAP: Check the grab strap is still well 
stitched onto the waist webbing and no fraying has 
occurred.

4) REFLECTIVE TAPE: Check that there is no damage to 
all reflective strips and that they are not peeling.



VISUAL INSPECTION CONTINUED:
 
5) BUCKLES; Open and close waist belt buckle and 
chest buckle (if fitted); make sure the closures fit tightly.

6) WHISTLE: Blow to ensure it is working in its proper 
manner and that there are no sand, salt deposits or grit 
inside the whistle. 

To clean the whistle simply rinse in clear cold water.

8) ORAL TUBE: Check the oral tube and valve operates 
correctly and that the tube shows no signs of cracking.

7) BLADDER: Open cover and check bladder for visi-
ble signs of excessive wear or damage looking closely 
around the inflation device, oral tube and also inspect 
areas subject to friction. 



VISUAL INSPECTION CONTINUED:
 
9) CYLINDER: Unscrew the cylinder (anti-clockwise) and 
check that there is no evidence of corrosion. Replace the 
cylinder if the end cap has been pierced or if there are 
any signs of corrosion.

10) INFLATION DEVICE:  Check to ensure there is no 
corrosion on metal parts nor any sand or grit around 
lever. Check actuator cord is in good condition, is not 
frayed and that the toggle is still well secured. The man-
ual device will display a red mark if the cylinder has been 
fired. If the red marks are visible on the inflation device 
this indicates the PFD is NOT safe to use. 
The PFD is safe to use only when the green indicator clip 
is visible on the inflation device.

OK STOP

AUTO INFLATION MODELS
Check to ensure there is no corrosion on 
metal parts nor any sand or grit around lever. 
Check actuator cord is in good condition, is 
not frayed and that the toggle is still well 
secured. The manual part of the device will 
display a red mark if the cylinder has been 
fired. If the red marks are visible on the infla-
tion device or the bottom of the auto water 
sensing canister this indicates the PFD is 
NOT safe to use. The PFD is safe to use only 
when the green indicators are visible on the 
manual body and the auto inflation canister 
parts of the inflation device.

The water sensing canister is universal and fits 
both adult and child auto inflatable PFD’s.

PLEASE NOTE:



PFD TESTING
 
1) BLADDER TEST: With the cylinder removed use the oral tube to orally inflate the PFD, exhaling into the bladder 
until it is firm. Leave the inflated PFD for a minimum of 12 hours out of direct sunlight at a temperature of around 
20 Celsius.  A drop of temperature will result in the bladders air pressure reducing. It is recommended that this test 
is performed in a room with a controlled temperature.  After 12 hours check the bladder for any signs of loss of air 
pressure. If the PFD is still firm it is working as it should. 

If after 12 hours the bladder has deflated it may have a puncture; the PFD must be sent to an accredited service 
centre for inspection. Never attempt to repair this PFD.

OK STOP
To deflate the bladder remove the oral tube cap and invert into the end of the oral tube. Never insert any other object 
as this may lead to damage of the valve. While depressing the oral tube, press firmly on the bladder to expel all re-
maining air. After removing as much air as possible, roll the bladder from left to right pushing the excess air toward the 
oral tube. When the bladder is fully deflated replace the cap to its normal position. If the manual oral tube valve does 
not function take your PFD to an accredited service centre.

12 HOURS



PFD TESTING CONTINUED:
 
2) CYLINDER TEST: It is important to check the weight of the cylinder. Locate your cylinder and note the GR. WT. 
that is engraved. Using a set of digital scales weigh your cylinder. The permissible weight allowed must be within 
+/- 2.0g of the GR. WT. engraved on your cylinder. If the weight varies outside the weight range engraved on the 
cylinder then the cylinder must be replaced. Record the engraved GR. WT. from your cylinder and the cylinder’s 
tested weight on your self-inspection certificate.

WARNING:
CHILD AND ADULT CYLINDERS ARE DIFFERENT SIZES

CHILD CYLINDER SIZE IS 17GM AND IS STRICTLY FOR 
USE WITH CHILD PFD’S ONLY.

ADULT CYLINDER SIZE IS 33GM AND IS STRICTLY FOR 
USE WITH ADULT PFD’S ONLY.

ALWAYS PUT THE CORRECT CYLINDER IN THE CORRECT SIZE PFD.
IF YOU ARE UNSURE CONTACT YOUR NEAREST AUTHORISED SERVICE CENTRE.

OK STOP

Watersnake Distribution Pty Ltd accepts no liability for injury / damage or loss caused due to the incorrect use of cylinders 

and or servicing of PFD’s. If you are unsure please take your PFD to your nearest authorised service centre.

PLEASE NOTE:



PFD TESTING CONTINUED:

3) INFLATION DEVICE: With the cylinder removed tug the toggle attached to the manual device cord to ensure 
that the device lever operates smoothly, without restriction and that the cylinder piercing pin is undamaged. If the 
lever and piercing pin are both in good working order rearm the inflation device by folding the lever back to its nor-
mal position and insert a new green U-Shaped inflation indicator clip. Attach your cylinder back onto the inflation 
device by hand tightening clockwise until firm.



PFD PREPARATION & INSPECTION CERTIFICATE
 
1) PREPARATION OF YOUR PFD FOR NEXT USE: After completing the visual inspection and testing of your PFD 
the next step is to re-pack the bladder into the outer shell to ensure on your next use the PFD will operate properly.
Check that your PFD is completely dry prior to packing. 
Check that the whistle and oral tube cap are properly secured. 
Make sure the inflation device cord and toggle are hanging outside the PFD cover. 
Fold one-third of the bladder into the vest portion of the PFD and then the other one-third over the top. Do this on both 
sides of the bladder. Do this neatly and don’t fold too much. Fold the top left of the bladder to the centre the same for 
the right. Make two small folds at top to ensure the bladder will fit comfortably inside the outer shell. 
Ensure the touch and close fastener is sitting flat and the two touch and close fastener edges will meet evenly to con-
ceal the bladder. Attach the touch and close fastener.

2) SELF INSPECTION RECORD: Once your inflatable PFD has PASSED all the steps in these instructions use a 
permanent marker to record the date of the service in the service grid table located on the bladder. Each registration 
should be formatted SI-MM-YY. SI indicates self-inspection then follows the month followed by the year of inspection. 
As an example if you inspect your PFD in December 2013 then the marking should read SI-12-13. 
There are 6 positions available on the table to use to record your inspection details.

3) SELF INSPECTION CERTIFICATE: 
You must sign and date the Self Inspection Certificate to certify that the inspection was completed in the manner de-
scribed in the instructions shown above. It is recommended that the signed certificate is retained inside a waterproof 
bag on your boat at all times.

CARE & MAINTENANCE
 

1) MAINTENANCE & STORAGE: The life of this PFD will be prolonged if routine care and maintenance procedures 
are carried out. After each use, rinse in fresh water and dry thoroughly (do not tumble dry). Any stains on your outer 
cover can be removed with a sponge and light detergent and then rinsed off with fresh water. 
When storing make sure you position the PFD in a well ventilated area away from direct sunlight and chemicals that 
could be harmful. 

2) REGULAR CHECKS: Your PFD should be checked regularly to ensure it is in optimum working condition.

Check all webbings, belts and closures for any excessive wear.

Check stitching on all webbing and buckles for signs of excessive wear or abrasion

Check the bladder for any wear or abrasion.

Check the CO2 cylinder for any evidence of corrosion.

3) DO NOT MACHINE WASH

4) DO NOT TUMBLE DRY

5) DO NOT IRON

6) DO NOT DRY CLEAN



INFLATABLE PFD SELF INSPECTION CERTIFICATE
 
THIS CERTIFICATE IS ONLY APPLICABLE TO WATERSNAKE, PLATINUM AND JARVIS WALKER PFD’s.

WARNING: This document and certificate is only applicable for Inflatable PFD’s used recreationally. 
If the PFD or any part of the inflatable PFD fails any part of the inspection process then the PFD must be discarded 
and replaced, or the non-complying part/s must be replaced. 
It is recommended that any faulty inflatable PFDs be serviced or repaired at an accredited service agent, or discarded. 
Never attempt any repairs, these can only be performed by accredited service agents and to do otherwise may risk 
lives.Carefully read all instructions before starting this inspection. Then, starting with Step 1, record on this certificate 
each Step, as it is completed. All copies of completed self-inspection certificates and service receipts must be retained 
for as long as you use this PFD.

Brand Name:        Model ID Number:                                                                                                

Date:         Batch Number:                                     

Last Service Date or Date of Initial Purchase:    Next Inspection Date:     
           
Indicate the inspection result for each step by circling either ‘PASS’ OR ‘FAIL’

VISUAL INSPECTION

1) COVER:    Check touch and close fastener is in good condition.    PASS FAIL

    Check cover material has no signs of wear and damage.   PASS FAIL

2) WEBBING:   Check shoulder and waist straps for any wear or damage.   PASS FAIL

    Check stitching is in good order and there are no signs of fraying.  PASS FAIL

3) GRAB STRAP:   Check stitching onto the waist belt.                   PASS FAIL

    Check no fraying has occurred.      PASS FAIL

4) REFLECTIVE TAPE:  Check for any damage       PASS FAIL

    Check for any peeling       PASS FAIL

5) BUCKLES:   Open and close all buckles to ensure they are not worn.   PASS FAIL

    Check buckles still close tightly.      PASS FAIL

6) WHISTLE:   Blow whistle to check its operation.      PASS FAIL

    Make sure there are no sand, salt or grit deposits inside whistle.  PASS FAIL

7) BLADDER:   Check for any signs of excessive wear or abrasion.    PASS FAIL

    Check for any damage surrounding the inflation device.   PASS FAIL

8) ORAL TUBE:   Check mouth inflation tube and valve.     PASS FAIL

    Check for any visible signs of cracking.     PASS FAIL

9) CYLINDER:   Check to ensure there is no corrosion.     PASS FAIL

    Check the end cap has not been pierced.     PASS FAIL

10) INFLATION DEVICE:  Check that there is no corrosion.      PASS FAIL

    Check cord and the toggle is still well secured.    PASS FAIL



PFD TESTING

1) BLADDER INFLATION TEST:  Inflate bladder for 12 hours to ensure there is no loss of air pressure.  PASS FAIL

2) CYLINDER TEST:   Check the weight of the cylinder and record the actual weight along with  

       the weight engraved on the cylinder in the area below.    PASS FAIL

    ENGRAVED GR.WT.  ______________    ACTUAL GR.WT: _______________

3) INFLATION DEVICE TEST: Check the lever operates smoothly and the piercing pin is undamaged.  PASS 

FAIL  

    Check that a new green indicator clip has been fitted.    PASS FAIL

CERTIFICATION

I __________________________________ ____________________ (full name) hereby certify that this PFD annual self inspection 

has been serviced in accordance with the instructions listed above. Sign and date your certificate and store with your PFD.

Signature:____________________________________________________________________Date:_____/________/_______

Address: ___________________________________________________________________


