Learn about Black Holes

Black Hole by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold

What is a black hole?

In space, there are places where gravity is so huge that nothing can escape, even light! These
places are called black holes. Astronomers (people who study space) find black holes by
learning about what is happening near the black hole. Some of the ways astronomers find
black holes is to study the light we see, X-rays, and what is falling into the black hole.
Astronomers even study the sound waves coming from a black hole.

Our galaxy, the Milky Way, has a black hole at the center, but don’t worry, this black hole is
over 25 thousand light-years away! There are other black holes in our galaxy, and astronomers
are learning more about these black holes every day.

One interesting thing at;PﬁEvVl SEW CQM¥orizon. Once matter
reaches the event horizoh, it esS€a ack h i n travel at the speed of

light. Astronomers know how to calculate the event horizon using observations and math.
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Black Hole for string orchestra has several ways of describing black holes with sound and
music. With a partner or the entire class, discuss the different ways black holes are described

in this piece. Where is the event horizon in the piece?

Counting and rhythm are very important in Black Hole for string orchestra. Here is an activity
to clap or play in class. Don’t fall into a black hole!
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