
 

Flying Geese Border Instructions 

Written by Donna Jordan for Jordan Fabrics 

Makes 4 borders up to 58” each plus 4-4 ½” cornerstones 

 

 

Be sure to watch our YouTube video tutorial for a complete demonstration! 



Variety of dark printed fabrics for 40 Flying Geese backgrounds: 

Cut 1@5 inches WOF of at least 5 prints. Sub-cut to 2 ¾ x 5 inches. I used 5 different 

prints, but you can use as many or as few as you like. You can get up to 14 rectangles from 

each 5 inch strip. 

Background border fabric: 

Cut 4@5 inches WOF for fill in borders. You may need more if your quilt is large. 

Cut 5@2 ¾ inches WOF. Sub-cut to 80@ 2 ¾ inches square.  

 

Sewing the Flying Geese blocks: 

On the back side of each of the 2 ¾ inch squares draw a line from corner to corner diagonally 

across the square. Draw a second line ½ inch away. 

                      

Place a 2 ¾ inch square onto the right side of 5x2 ¾” and stitch along both drawn lines. Fold 

the top half of the 2 ¾” square along the diagonal stitching line and steam press flat. The 

corners of the square and the rectangle background should match. Open up the fold and cut 

the 2 lower layers right between the 2 stitching lines. The part you have trimmed off is a half-

square triangle that will be used in the cornerstones. 

Repeat the process on the left side of the rectangle to create one Flying Geese block. 

Repeat the above steps to make the remaining 29 Flying Geese blocks. 

Cornerstones: 

Iron 36 half-square triangles with the seam allowances toward the dark print. Trim off dog-ears. 

Using a scant ¼ inch seam allowance, stitch 9 squares into a 3x3 block unit. This block 

should measure 5” square after sewing. If your seam allowance is too big the block will not 

come out large enough. 



 

For the top and bottom borders stitch 7 Flying Geese blocks together. Stitch a 20” fill-in border 

onto each short edge. Measure the width of the quilt and cut the borders to that length 

making sure to center the Flying Geese unit before cutting.  

For the side borders stitch 8 Flying Geese blocks together. Stitch a 20” fill-in border onto each 

short edge. Measure the length of the quilt and cut the borders to that length making sure to 

center the Flying Geese unit before cutting. 

Stitch one cornerstone block to each end of the side borders. 

Pin and stitch the top and bottom borders onto the quilt. 

Pin and stitch the side borders onto the quilt. 
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