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Wine Club Tasting Notes



Dear Wine Club Member,

Spring club case 2022

The Gold Club Case is perfect for the wine purest, we have selected some absolute classics 
with a sprinkle of inspirational wines to hail the start of Spring. So no matter the occasion 
you find yourself at this season you are sure to be covered ‘vino-graphically’ speaking, from 
the fresh whites for the picnic vibes to the juicy red for when you finally fire up the BBQ.

The complete Spring 2022 Gold member club case tasting notes are below. Depending 
on the box option you have selected (mixed, white, or red), your box will be made up of 
a hand-picked selection of these wines.
 
We hope you enjoy your Spring club case and would love to hear your feedback; 
please email us at; clubcase@philglas-swiggot.com

Enjoy the wines!

The Club Case Team
Philglas & Swiggot

Philglas & Swiggot Limited | Registered Company Number:  04654163
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG | VAT Number: 843 254 826 | AWRS: XZAW00000107735
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South Africa 

Paardeberg / 
Coastal Region  

Grapes:  

Muscat 
d'Alexandrie	

Muscat d'Alexandrie City on a Hill Coastal Region 

£30.50 

André Bruyns, assistant winemaker to David and Nadia Sadie, has just stared making 
wine under his own label City on a Hill in 2015. André wants his wines to be very 
specific to their site and soil type. As the name of the wine suggests, City on a Hill 
comes from the undulating region of The Paardeberg (Horse Mountain), which divides 
the Paarl and Swartland. They sourced fruit from a parcel of 35-year-old dry-grown 
vineyards situated at an altitude of 200-350m above sea level and grown on soils of 
decomposed granite.  

These Muscat grapes undergo natural fermentation mostly in old oak barrels and some 
in concrete. Once fermentation is complete, the wine matures on its lees for ten 
months. 

This wine has aromas of citrus and wild herbs with a touch of nuttiness. It’s an elegant 
wine with a subtle use of skin contact giving it a very attractive edge that makes it a 
very food friendly white.		

	

	

France 

Burgundy/          
St Veran 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay	

St Véran La Combe Desroches La Soufrandière Bret Brothers 2019   

£29.95 

Grandfather Bret bought this domain in Vinzelles, Maconnais, the white wine driven 
region in Burgundy’s south, in 1947. In 2000 the Bret brothers Jean-Philippe, Jean-
Guiaume and Marc-Antoine, took their vineyards out of the local co-op and reformed 
their domain. They now cultivate a total of 8ha, mainly spread across Maconnais, all 
using organic and biodynamic principles, keeping the vinification process as natural and 
hands-off as possible. 

Saint-Veran is Chardonnay country, and its vineyards lies belted around Pouilly-Fuisse, 
this particular cuvee comes from a small vineyard of 1.5ha. The appellation sees 
slightly higher temperatures than that of the more northernly situated Cote d’Or, 
creating supple and generous wines, yet with a firm backbone of freshness and 
minerality from the fossiliferous limestone of the Middle Jurassic period. This is a 
beautifully pure, elegant wine with an enticing lusciousness and a long expressive 
finish, this wine is one of our new favourites.  

Drink on its own or pair with decadent French fish dishes, think halibut with a lobster 
sauce Bearnaise.   
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Germany 

Nahe 

Grapes:  

Riesling	

Riesling Dry Slate Tonschiefer Donhoff 2020 

£24.95 

In the early 20th century Hermann Dönnhoff laid the foundation of the modern estate 
by focusing on Rieslings from top sites and by selling the wine in bottle during the 
1920s as single-vineyard wines. The estate now consists of 28 hectares, 80% Riesling 
with the balance in Pinot Blanc and Gris grown on sandstone, volcanic soils and 
weathered slate. Fermentation is in a mixture of oak casks and stainless steel. The best 
sites are around Oberhausen, Schlossböckelheim and Niederhausen. The wines are rich 
and complex with a wonderful concentration of flavours. The Nahe River flows north 
into the Rhine at Bingen at the western end of the Rheingau. The best wines from the 
Nahe have been described as having the elegance of the Rheingau, the body of a 
Rheinhessen and the acidity of a Mosel.This is a majestic vintage for the entire 
Donnhoff range, the sloping vineyards of the Leistenberg are characterised 
predominantly by clay slate soils.  

This dry, blackish-grey slate is perfect for producing superbly elegant wines. The 
characterful dry Riesling wines from these soils are therefore named after this ancient 
rock. Tonschiefer translates as clay slate. Fermented and matured in stainless steel 
vats and large oak barrels, this is a full-bodied, mineral driven Riesling of great finesse 
and classic acidity.Drink this with your favourite sushi, or spicy and fresh dishes like 
chilli marinated raw crab.		

	

Italy 

Friuli Venezia 

Grapes:  

Malvasia	

I Clivi Collio Malvasia Vigna 80 anni Friuli-Venezia Giulia 2019   

£23.95 

I Clivi is one of the greatest young estates located in Friuli Venezia Giulia, owned by 
Mario Zanusso. Sustainability is core to I Clivi's ethos, they cultivate their land using 
organic practices for which they are certified in the vineyard. As a result of old vines, 
the uniqueness is then transferred to the wines produced from these grapes. Wines 
that are more complex and mineral. Mario likes to give the wine time on the lees, 
adding weight and complexity, his wines will age incredibly well.  

I Clivi are two separate vineyards, a few kilometers away from each other, vineyards 
that fall into two areas with different denomination of origin DOC and also in two 
separate provinces: one in the Collio DOC, province of Gorizia, and one in the Colli 
Orientali del Friuli DOC, province of Udine 

Grapes to produce the Malvasia Collio DOC “Vigna 80 Anni” are hand harvested from 
Brazzano di Cormons, along the Slovenian border. This wine is aromatic on the nose, 
with gentle chamomille aromas. Delicate on the palate with a good acidity and mouth-
watering floral finish.  

Best paired with aromatic dishes as such Indian or Thai cuisine, also amazing as 
aperitif.  
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France 

Chablis 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay	

Chablis Jean-Paul & Benoît Droin 2020   

£28.95 

The Droins have been producing wines in Chablis for nearly 400 years (their history as 
vignerons goes back at least to 1620). Benoît represents the14th generation of Droins 
and is one of the most dynamic winemakers in the region. His father Jean-Paul put the 
Domaine on the map but perhaps went too far down the road of new oak barrels. The 
Domaine owns 13 hectares of vineyards and produces 14 different wines, including 
Petit Chablis, Chablis, 7 Premiers Crus and 5 Grands Crus. 

The Chablis Village is a perfect introduction to the minerality of Chablis wines. During 
the first three years, the wines shows itself as generous and lively, with notes of 
lemon, oyster shell and flint. After 10 years or more, the aromas become far more 
powerful, with notes of gun-flint and undergrowth.  

As an aperitif, it will go very well with “gougère” cheese-puff pastries or cold meats. 
As a starter, it will be perfect with fish terrine or seafood.  

	

	

	

	

South Africa 

Swartland 

Grapes:  

Semillion Gris	

Thorne & Daughters Tin Soldier Semillon Gris Swartland 2020   

£28.95 

Thorne & Daughters was started in 2013 by John and Tasha Seccombe with the aim of 
producing authentic wines from the Western Cape. It is widely acknowledged to be one 
of the forerunners of the ‘New Wave’ wine movement in South Africa. Thorne & 
Daughters is mainly focused on producing Cape white blends, from 15 different growers 
in Bot River, Stellenbosch, Voor Paardeberg, Swartland, Citrusdal, Franschhoek and 
Overberg. Fruit sourcing has relied on a network of close winemaking friends and 
knocking on doors to gather the various parcels with which they work. John and Tasha 
did not want to be limited geographically, so the net was cast wide and has been 
driven by “a happy synergy of people, place, soil and vines”. 

The Semillon Gris grapes for the ‘Tin Soldier’ are sourced from a single vineyard in the 
“Siebritskloof” (Siebret's Valley) on Swartland’s Paardeberg mountain. The vineyard 
was planted with cuttings of Semillon Gris taken from the old bush vine vineyard where 
the Semillon for the ‘Paper Kite’ comes from and is believed to be the only 100% 
Semillon Gris vineyard in South Africa. The soils are granitic sand and the seven-year-
old vines are trellised. 

The ‘Tin Soldier’ is deep copper in colour due to the partial skin fermentation. On the 
nose intense aromas of citrus peel and papaya combine with notes of spice, ginger, 
marzipan and buttered toast. The interplay between sweet and savoury aromas is a key 
point of interest in the ‘Tin Soldier’ and makes for a subtle and engaging wine. The 
palate is finely structured, with fresh acidity and full flavours of citrus, gooseberry and 
sesame seeds. It is dry and delicate, while at the same time showing a core of richness 
and depth.	
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Australia 

Barossa Valley 

Grapes:  

Shiraz	

Ben Glaetzer Bishop Barossa Valley 2019   

£28.95 

Glaetzer Bishop is a true expression of Barossa Shiraz that is elegantly structured with 
a long finish. Bishop is the family name of Colin's wife' Judith. Fittingly the sign of 
Venus, a symbol which has come to represent women and feminine energy, is the 
centrepiece of the Bishop label. 
In mythology, the symbol meant the Roman goddess Venus or her Greek equivalent 
Aphrodite. But the sign has also been linked back to ancient Egypt – a nod to Bishop’s 
link to Amon-Ra and Anaperenna. 
 
'The 2019 Bishop Shiraz is all Shiraz and all from the Ebenezer district of the northern 
Barossa Valley. Aged almost exclusively in second, third and fourth use oak (mostly 
French), it features slight herbal overtones to the black cherry and black olive notes. 
It’s medium to full-bodied on the palate, supple, generous and reasonably 
concentrated, folding in hints of peppery spice and mocha shadings on the velvety, 
mouth-watering finish.' 91 points, Joe Czerwinski, Wine Advocate 
 
This is the perfect wine to have with grilled lamb. The fat and sweetness you get from 
the meat will soften the tannins and the grilled flavour will intensify the boldness of 
the wine. These factors combined will do wonders to your palate.		

	

France 

Burgundy/ 
Hautes-Côtes de 
Nuits 

Grapes:  

Pinot Noir	

Hautes-Côtes de Nuits Fontaine Saint Martin Monopole Michel Gros 
2019   

£34.50 

The Gros family are an illustrious, vigneron family in the Côte de Nuits, Michel the 
oldest sibling to Anne, both of whom run their own individual domains, separately to 
the family domain Gros Frère & Soeur. While they all have their own ideas, a common 
thread is that the Gros wines are full of pleasure and richness. 
 
Michel was a pioneer of the Hautes-Côtes appellation, a cooler area on the Burgundy 
plateau which has become more popular and highly regarded over recent, warm 
vintages. His methods have been noted for their unconventional nature, as he loves to 
experiment with blending, fractionating, and modifying temperature during 
winemaking and early maturation. Tasting his wines there is nothing but dazzling 
purity, pinpoint freshness and marvellously creamy tannins. Michel and his father 
started reclaiming this over-grown vineyard in 1976, planting Pinot Noir in the 1980s. 
Fontaine Saint Martin is a south-east facing slope at over 350m in elevation, with soils 
that match the Pernand marl found on the Hill of Corton, some 5km to the south. He 
has vinified the wine separately since the beginning, but first released it as a Monopole 
in 2014. 
 
The 2019 is a stunningly fresh wine laden with blueberry and graphite yet is bright and 
strewn with lightness and delicacy. It reminds me very much of the Loire with its 
combination of spice, layers of forest fruit. Aristocratic and elegant this wine will pair 
well with venison or your favourite poultry. 	
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South Africa 

Western Cape 

Grapes:  

Grenache/ 
Mourvèdre/ 
Shiraz		

Thorne & Daughters Wanderers Heart Cape Red Western Cape 2020   

£24.50 

Thorne & Daughters was started in 2013 by John and Tasha Seccombe with the aim of 
producing authentic wines from the Western Cape. It is widely acknowledged to be one 
of the forerunners of the ‘New Wave’ wine movement in South Africa. Thorne & 
Daughters is mainly focused on producing Cape white blends, from 15 different growers 
in Bot River, Stellenbosch, Voor Paardeberg, Swartland, Citrusdal, Franschhoek and 
Overberg. 

The ‘Wanderer’s Heart’ is made from a blend of grapes from carefully selected growers 
across the Western Cape. The vineyards are all farmed sustainably and harvesting is 
done by hand. 

The 2020 Wanderer’s Heart is incredible Cape Red. The wine is focused, with red 
cherries, violets and spice cinnamon and cedar wood on the nose. The tannins are 
supple and integrated into a palate of red currants and black cardamom. Best paired 
with smoke seared duck and fig confit.		

	

Italy 

Tuscany/    
Chianti 

Grapes:  

Sangiovese	

Chianti Classico Rocca di Montegrossi 2018   

£20.95 

The Rocca di Montegrossi is the estates flagship wine, made up of 90% Sangiovese and 
the remaining 10% is blended with Conaiolo and Colorino grapes.  

The estates history first came about in 1141, when the Ricascolo-Firidolfi family 
discovered a castle (Rocca) at Montegrossi. Marco Father first planted vines here in 
1966, before passing away in 1972 Marco’s mother then took over and elevated the 
wine internationally before Marco joined in 1994 and built a new cellar in 1999.     

The winery is based in Monti, a few miles south of Gaoile in one of the finest pockets in 
the Chainti Classico region. With an altitude between 340m to 510m above sea levels. 
The estate consists of 100 hectares of which 20 hectares is used for vines and olive 
groves. The estate has been organic since 2006 and became certified in 2010. With an 
annual production of 60,000 bottles produced. It is unfiltered, aged in large casks and 
oak barrels for 12-14 months with a further 6 months in bottle prior release.  

A Classic styled Sangiovese! Ruby in colour, packed with red berries, Cherry, spice 
leather and violets with deep structed tannins.    

Pair with Tomato sauced pasta dishes, wild boar raga or beef hotpot.    
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Uruguay 

San Jose 

Grapes:  

Cabernet 
Sauvignon/ 
Tannat	

Familia Deicas Sierra de Mahoma Uruguay 2019   

£28.50 

The Deicas winery is one of Uruguay’s biggest producers, and they launched the Familia 
Deicas range in 2000 for high quality terroir expressive wines reflecting specific 
vineyard sites. 

They keep intervention to a minimum, doing just what’s needed to keep the vines and 
vineyard healthy. The sustainable approach includes mechanical weeding, no 
herbicides and diversified planting. Different varietals are often co-fermented and 
there’s a preference for neutral vessels such as clay amphorae and old oak. 

Sierra de Mahoma is in the south west where the River Plate is salty and closer to a sea 
bed, giving loamy soils covered in gravel and vertical schist. The site’s known as the 
‘Sea of Stones’. 

Elegant and well structured, this has lovely bright cherry and berry fruit, followed by a 
complex savoury mineral edge. The freshness is balanced by round ripe fruit and a long 
finish with blackcurrant and gentle spice. 

The combination of freshness, ripeness and minerality makes this a fantastic partner 
for richer dishes. It’s great with roast pork, a wild boar ragu and other tomato sauce 
pasta dishes, and anything rich from the barbecue.	

	

	

Spain 

Ribera del Duero  
 

Grapes:  

Tempranillo, 
Garnacha, Bobal  
 

 
 

 
	

Ribera del Duero Pícaro del Águila Tinto Dominio del Águila 2019   

£29.95 

Jorge Monzón is shaking up the way Ribera del Duero’s wines are seen, where 
many are rich, ripe and bold, his are elegant, restrained and extremely terroir 
expressive. Dominio del Águila was set up in 2010 by Jorge Monzón and partner 
Isabel Rodero, in the village of La Aguilera . It may be a fairly new project in 
Ribera, but he has some pretty impressive experience under his belt. Jorge 
studied viticulture in Bordeaux and Burgundy, his first position was at Domaine 
de la Romanée-Conti, before moving to Spain where he worked a year at Vega 
Sicilia. While working with Bodegas Arzuaga-Navarro, he identified some old 
vineyards in the region, whose fruit was at that time sold ending up in the best 
cuvées of several top producers. Jorge bought the sites and started making 
wine from these exceptional old vineyards. Some of the vineyards are over 100 
years old, mainly of Tempranillo, with some Blanca del País, Bobal, Garnacha, 
Albillo and Tempranillo Gris, all are farmed following organic and biodynamic 
methods. Their philosophy, and the resulting wines, demonstrate a harmony 
between the tradition and modern technical knowledge. ‘Our goal is to make 
pure and fine wines... which are able to age for a long time, but that can also 
be enjoyed at any time’. Their wines show extraordinary complexity – it’s 
intriguing to think how these will age long term.  
The fruit for this wine comes exclusively from north-facing vineyards; the 
cooler exposition helps alleviate the effects of the hot climate, giving a fresh 
and vibrant style not typical of Ribera del Duero. Approachable, but with 
seriously good balance. A blend of Tempranillo, Garnacha, Bobal & Blanca del 
País the wine spends 19 months old French barrels and is certified organic. 	
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Wine Tasting	Note 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


