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The Silver case offers an opportunity to discover an eclectic range of unique wines from new and 

established producers from around the globe whilst learning more about those you already know. 

Our South American selection has increased considerably this year, and I have included one of our 

most exciting new discoveries – Albariño Bodega Garzón 2019, from one of Uruguay’s best 

producers. This makes for a versatile and delicious partner for a variety of summer dishes and is 

completely different to any Spanish Albariño you will have ever tasted! I was also particularly 

excited about the discovery of Grus Vinedos de Alcohuaz 2018 with all its savoury and peppery 

Mediterranean flavours 

 

Uruguay 

Maldonado 
 
Grapes: 

Albariño 

Albariño Bodega Garzón 2019                                     £19.95 

Uruguay is fast becoming one of the most notable wine countries of Latin 

America. On the same latitude as Argentina, South Africa and New 

Zealand, the country benefits from a temperate climate and is highly 

influenced by the Atlantic Ocean.  

Alejandro Bulgheroni and his wife Bettina founded Garzon with Tuscany 

in mind. They built the vineyards in a way that they are surrounded by 

the woods, rocks and grass as they believe this to be the correct way to 

create balance between all the Earth elements, always with 

sustainability in mind. They are experts in viticulture, environmental 

care, gastronomy, hospitality and tourism. Bodega Garzon is built on a 

specific type of granite soil, called ‘Balasto’ and it is located only 11 

miles from the Atlantic Ocean. This type of soil is energetic and has lots 

of minerality, tension and elegance, which is reflected in their wines. 

This, in combination with the South facing vineyard, that shelters the 

Albariño grapes from intense sunny days, creates the perfect marriage 

for this wine to grow, keeping its freshness and minerality.   

The wine was fermented in 80HL cement tanks and then aged between 

3 to 6 months.  

This has pale golden colour with silver tinches and oily tears in the glass; 

on the nose this is nothing like you'd expect from a Spanish Albariño! Ripe 

apricots and peach, honeysuckle and orchard blossom along with hints of 

bees’ wax and subtle baking spice; On the palate this is dry and full-

bodied with medium plus acidity and an almost oily texture; candied 

lemon skin, ripe peach and granny smith along with some exotic mango 

and papaya finishing with white pepper spice and some salinity. An 

excellent wine to match seafood starters -also try it with a Caesar salad. 
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Austria 

Nieder- 
österreich 
 
Grapes:  
Grüner Veltliner  

Stadt Krems Grüner Veltliner Weinzierlberg 2019  £17.95 

Weingut Stadt Krems has been making wine since 1452 and belongs to 

the oldest wineries still in operation! As the name suggests, it is owned 

by the town (‘Stadt’ in German) of Krems, and the winery stands quite 

majestically in the city centre. Today they own 43 hectares of the best 

vineyards.  

After an unfortunate set back in 2010 when part of the newly built cellar 

fell to the ground following a bout of heaving spring rain, it was excellent 

news to hear that after a further two years of re-building, Weingut Stadt 

Krems was once again fully operational, this time boasting a new and 

improved cellar. This is a story of continued renovation and partial 

replanting, carried out by the most jovial Fritz Miesbauer and his 

henchman, 'Goosey', with the considerable increase in quality of the 

wines a testament to the pair's energy and initiative.  

The estate comprises different parcels of varied terroir, including schist 

and conglomerate rock, which produce a distinctive range of single 

vineyard wines showcasing the variety of styles of this area. From a 

geological point of view, the Kremstal describes an encounter between 

the Bohemian Massif to the northwest and the massive loess formations 

in the east of the region. The first of these is one of the oldest soil 

formations on the planet, composed of weathered primordial rock such 

as gneiss, schist & amphibolite. By comparison, the sandy loess drifted 

from the Alps into the Krems Valley region a mere 300,000 years ago. To 

the south, the Danube River draws a clear borderline. 

The vineyard Weinzierlberg was mentioned first in 1160. The south-

facing vineyard is made up from Löss and primary rock and wines from 

the Weinzierlberg are always well structured. 

Grüner Veltliner is the signature grape of Austria and here it is packed 

with savoury aromas such as garden herbs and spicy white pepper, all 

balanced with peach and ripe pineapple and a good acidity. Try it with 

summer salads or fresh white crab with avocado. For me this is one of 

the very few wines that also tastes fabulous with oily fish dishes, for 

example mackerel, when it is grilled. 
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France 

Loire Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Sauvignon Blanc 

 

 

Sancerre Sophie Bertin 2019                                 £22.95      

Eric Louis took over the winery in 1995 with 6 hectares of vines spread 
across Sancerre’s slopes overlooking the Loire. This is a family-owned 
and run single-estate. Their Sauvignon Blanc comes from the south-
eastern side of the Sancerre appellation and is grown on flinty and 
chalky-clayey soils. The winery are now converting to organic practices. 

Harvest takes place at night to ensure grapes arrive at the winery cool 
and as fresh as possible. Grapes are then slowly & gently pressed. The 
wine is matured on its fine lees in stainless steel tanks with nitrogen 
protection, to reduce sulphites.  

This Sancerre appears pale golden in colour with citrus and tropical fruit 
aromas combined with minerality. On the palate is fresh and delicate 
with zesty lemon notes.  

It can be sipped as an aperitif but it is also perfectly suited for seafood 
and fish dishes or mixed salads. 

 

 

 

 

Australia  

Mornington 
Peninsula 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

 

 

Yabby Lake Single Vineyard Chardonnay 2019       £35.95      

 
Yabby Lake Vineyard was established by the Kirby family in 1998, in 

Tuerong, which is located in the northern part of the Mornington 

Peninsula, to the south-east of Melbourne. Close to the cooling South 

Pacific Ocean this is cool, maritime wine growing area ideal for grape 

varieties such as Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Pinot Gris. 

Since 2008 Yabby Lake have released  ‘Single Block’ Chardonnay and 

Pinot Noir to explore the subtle nuances of their vineyard, and even 

though these are only 10 meters apart from each other, they are 

remarkably different in character. 

The winery’s philosophy is to craft a chardonnay of great purity and 

attention and care in the vineyard is most critical to allowing that 

expression. Each parcel of chardonnay was carefully and handled 

separately in the winery, with minimal intervention. The chardonnay was 

then whole bunch pressed and transferred with solids, into tight grain 

500L French oak puncheons (20% new) to undergo natural fermentation. 

It was then left to mature on lees for 12 months/ 

Ageing the wine on its lees adds the creamy and round character to this 

wine without losing any of the important fresh citrussy and stone fruits 

aromas. Precision and purity are the hallmark characteristics for Yabby 

Lake’s Single Vineyard Chardonnay which we love so much! 

Pair this wine with any raw seafood, salmon or vegetable-based dishes 

such as asparagus. 
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France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Grenache  

Vermentino  

Cinsault  

Carignan     

Syrah 

Whispering Angel Rosé Château d'Esclans 2020         £19.95                           

Provence is a wine region in the far south-eastern corner of France, 

which sits along the Mediterranean coast, bordered by the Rhône River 

to the west and the Côte d’Azur on the east. Best known for the quality 

of its rosé wines pair so well with the warm Mediterranean climate. 

Provence is also considered the oldest wine-producing region in France 

with wine being made in the area for over 2600 years!  

Created by Sacha Lichine following his acquisition of Château d’Esclans 

in 2006, his vision was to produce the greatest Rosé in the world igniting 

the ‘Rosé Renaissance’. Sacha introduced new and innovative 

winemaking techniques to Provence which revolutionized the styles of 

rosés being produced from this region. This led to the creation of 

Whispering Angel, a world class rosé which presents both ease and 

accessibility making for enjoyment and pleasure.  

Château d’Esclans is located on an exceptional site, on elevated land 

near the Gorges de Pennafort, 25 kilometers northwest of the ancient 

Roman city of Frejus on the Mediterranean coast. Lightness of touch is 

important here; the grapes are hand-picked and very lightly crushed at 

low temperatures. The flagship wine, Whispering Angel, is aged in 

stainless steel and offers a supremely elegant, easy drinking style. Very 

pale colour, this wine has delicate aromas of apricot, grapefruit and 

cream with a long and silky finish. Drink and enjoy with your afternoon 

fruit scones with jam and cream! 

 

France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Grenache  
Cinsault       
Syrah  

Miraval Provence Rosé 2020                                       £19.95 

Château Miraval has a fascinating history intertwined with entertainment 

royalty. A previous owner, the French jazz pianist Jacques Loussier, 

installed a recording studio in the château; Sting recorded there, as did 

the Cranberries, and Pink Floyd. In more recent times it was bought by 

Brad Pitt who entrusted the wine making to Famille Perrin of Château 

Beaucastel fame.  

Château Miraval is located in the Provence village of Correns, the first 

100% organic village in France. All the crops, including grapes, are grown 

organically in this wild and picturesque town. Tucked away in its own 

private valley, the Château is surrounded by ancient woodlands and olive 

groves. A traditional Provence blend of Cinsault, Grenache, Rolle and 

Syrah, the wine has a beautiful pale, petal-pink colour, with bright 

nuances. On the nose, it has aromas of fresh strawberries and spring 

flowers. It finishes with a refreshing acidity, minerality and a saline 

finish. Perfect for sipping in the afternoon sun with some Tapenade and 

grilled courgettes. 
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France 

Languedoc/   

La Clape 

Grapes:  
60% Syrah       

30% Grenache 

10% Mourvèdre 

Gérard Bertrand L'Hospitalet 2016                         £19.50 

La Clape is an appellation within the Languedoc region in the south of 
France. The appellation, introduced as recently as for the 2015 vintage, 
was the first communal AOP in the region to cover both red and white 
wine. Previously La Clape was classed as a named subzone of the 
Languedoc AOP, and before that the Coteaux du Languedoc AOC.  
 
The main varieties are Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre and other 
permitted complementary varieties are Carignan and Cinsault. 
 
This wine is produced by Gérard Bertrand, a former professional rugby 
player turned wine producer, who first joined in a wine harvest and 
discovered his passion for wine in 1975. 
 
Big and elegant at the same time, this bursts with blackberry and cassis 
flavours and plenty of delicious Mediterranean herbs. There’s a fair 
amount of new oak, but it is well integrated, and a good measure of 
acidity keeps things on the fresh side. One of my favourite BBQ wines 
this summer! 
 

 

 

Italy 

Sardinia 

Grapes:  
Cannonau 

Su'entu Cannonau de Sardegna 2018                         £21.50 
 

Su'entu is a family-run winery since the 1950s, on the Italian island of 

Sardinia. The hot Mediterranean summers are tempered by cooling 

breezes (Su'entu means 'wind' in the local dialect) that constantly blow 

in off the sea to retain a freshness in the sustainably farmed Cannonau 

grapes - Cannonau is the Sardinian name for Grenache / Garnacha.  

The island’s rough and rugged landscape belongs to Italy, but its people, 

have long remained fiercely independent.  

The winery is located a few kilometres from the small town of Sanluri, 

where agricultural tradition dates back in history. The name of the town 

itself originates from the words logu de lori, i.e. the land of wheat: a 

tribute to this area soil fertility which has made it the ideal place for 

growing all sorts of crops until today. 

Enticing floral and red berry aromas are married to soft, ripe tannins. 

The wine is aged for 12 months in small, old oak casks, helping it to 

develop a savoury complexity and smooth palate. Enjoy with herb 

marinated, slow-cooked lamb. 
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Portugal 

Douro 
 
Grapes:  
Tinta Amarela 

Touriga Franca 

Tinta Roriz 

Sousão     

Touriga Nacional 

Niepoort Bioma Tinto 2016                                     £24.50  

Niepoort was established in 1842 by Franciscus Marius Van der Niepoort, 

who was born in Hilversum in Holland and went to Portugal to be a Port 

negociant with no land or vineyards. Dirk Niepoort is now the fifth 

generation in charge of Niepoort wines and his first vineyard purchase 

was in the Cima Corgo, i.e. the central part of the Douro River valley.  

This wine comes exclusively from young vines of about 25 years, of 

Quinta de Nápoles on the Tedo River, which flows southeast from the 

Douro River. The winery, has been designed with nature in mind and is 

an energy-efficient and sustainable work of art, that sits at the top of 

the hill. Thick slate walls are carved into the hill which keep the winery 

naturally cool.  

Bioma Tinto is an organically produced wine and SATIVA-certified. The 

maturation in an old wooden wine vat which had previously been used 

for Port produced a pure wine without too much influence from the oak, 

but with firm and elegant tannins. This was bottled completely unfiltered 

and un-fined.  

With a beautifully intense red colour, this is extremely expressive and 

elegant. Pure is probably the best word I can find to describe it. Aromas 

of red and black berry fruits, smoke hints with a good minerality and 

freshness that linger on in the long finish. I would pair this wine with a 

traditional pork and bean stew, roast lamb or if you vegetarian, think 

about beetroot and green lentils.  
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Spain 

Almansa 

Grapes:  
Garnacha 

Albahra Envínate 2019                                             £21.50 

 

Almansa is located within Castilla-La Mancha. The region is defined by 
its dramatic continental climate, as summers can reach excruciatingly 
high temperatures, with an extreme lack of rainfall. Winters, in contrast, 
can be freezing. Castilla-La Mancha’s vines sit atop of Spain’s Meseta 
Central. 

Envínate (aka wine-yourself) is the brainchild of Laura Ramos, Jose 
Martínez, Roberto Santana and Alfonso Torrente, four friends who met 
while studying oenology at the University of Miguel Hernández in 
Alicante. Their work is currently focused in exploring the ancient, 
Atlantic-infused terruños of Ribeira Sacra and the Canary Islands. Their 
philosophy is simple: let each single parcel fully express itself by utilizing 
old-fashioned farming and wine-making methods. Right now there are 
four different projects under the Envínate umbrella: Lousas in Ribeira 
Sacra, Taganan in Tenerife, T. Amarela in Extremadura and Albahra in 
Almansa. 

This wine is made from Garnacha Tintorera and Moravia Agria grapes 
grown at 800 metres elevation, and fermented with 40% whole bunches 
in large concrete tanks. Marked by ripe, earthy fruit, dusty tannins and 
fresh acidity, it’s an approachable and highly enjoyable wine. It’s also 
very versatile with food and works from roasted vegetables – try it with 
beetroot, mushroom risotto to pork steaks. 

'This is medium purple, fruit-driven, cassis and blackberry as well as 
violet flowers on the nose. Dry medium-bodied fine tannins, which are 
ripe and round. Hints of bitter-chocolate delicious and easy-drinking, lots 
of flavour at only 12.5% abv.'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.guildsomm.com/research/compendium/w/spain/319/castilla-la-mancha
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New 
Zealand 

Central Otago 
 
Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Pinot Noir 'Explorer' Domaine Thomson 2018             £24.50 

Located in the South Island of New Zealand, Central Otago is very well 
known for its spectacular vineyards and premium quality wines. The first 
vines were planted in 1864 by a French man called Jean Desiree Feraud, 
who in 1862 made his fortune during the Dunstan gold rush. Coming from 
a French winemaking family, he bought 100 acres of land and planted 
vines. Ten years later he had more than 1000 vines producing fruit, and 
was locally selling the wines he produced in the winery at Monte Christo.  

Since then the region has been known for his wines. Central Otago 
benefits from a semi-continental climate, with hot summers, cold 
winters and long dry autumns – experiencing weather conditions from 
one extreme to another. The soil can vary considerably within each sub-
region though a stone-free draining base is most common.  

Domaine Thomson is a family-owned wine producer, with vineyards and 
homes in Central Otago, New Zealand and Burgundy, France. Owners PM 
and David Hall-Jones are dedicated to making the best Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay wines in both hemispheres - wines that express the 
individual terroirs of each region. The grapes that go into Explorer 
primarily come from the top terrace Moon Block (elevation 295m), and 
this was 100% estate grown and handpicked. Fermented with ambient 
yeasts in 7 different ferments, hand plunged 2 times a day, 15% of the 
fruit was whole bunch to bring out lifted fruit aromatics and the 
remainder destemmed, not crushed. 100% of the wine went into barrels 
for 10 months.  

This is of bright, medium intense ruby red. The nose is elegant & savoury 
with crunchy red cherries, cranberries and plums. Baking spice cloves, 
nutmeg are elegantly integrated. Dry, medium-bodied with medium 
acidity and medium, finely structured but ripe & classy tannins. Sour 
cherries and strawberries on the palate along with violets and baking 
spice. This is well balanced and with 13.5% abv more elegant than most 
Pinots from Central Otago. In the glass this develops a delicate earthiness 
- could well be from Burgundy 

A wine of great versatility spanning from a warm (or a rainy for that 
matter) summer nights to all type of poultry and game.  
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Chile 

Elqui Valley 

 
Grapes:  
50% Syrah  
Petit Verdot, 
Petit Sirah, 
Grenache,  

Grus Vinedos de Alcohuaz 2018                              £24.50 

The Elqui Valley forms a corridor between the cool Pacific of northern 
Chile and the Andean mountains in the east of the country. The vineyards 
are at altitudes between 1700 and 2200 metres. Up here summers are 
hot and sunny, winters cold, and the daily diurnal temperature range is 
extreme. Rainfall can be as low as 100mm per year. Soils are decomposed 
granite from the Andes with a high mineral content. All of these factors 
combined lead to thick-skinned grapes. Alchohuaz is a small village at 
the top of the valley, and it was near here that Alvaro Flano began 
purchasing land with the idea of planting vineyards up to an elevation of 
2200 metres.  

Marcelo Retamal of the famous De Martino winery was hired as 
winemaker. Having worked with over 350 vineyard sites in Chile, Reta 
was hugely excited about the potential of the unique terroir of 
Alchohuaz. These are true mountain wines!  

This is a blend of Syrah, Garnacha, Petite Sirah and Petit Verdot. In the 
purpose-built cellar the grapes are foot trodden in stone lagares prior to 
vinification. Reta feels this is necessary to gently extract the flavours, 
and tannins from the thick-skinned grapes. Fermentation is with wild 
yeast and the wines are then aged in concrete eggs for 12 months.  

This has a deep ruby colour; Intriguing nose, with a pleasant, light 
reduction (tar, smoke), baking spice, cassis, blackberry, black plums and 
an almost granitic / stony minerality. Medium bodied on the palate with 
balancing acidity, fine slightly sandy almost chalky tannins with juicy 
dark fruit. Exciting wine! And versatile for food pairing – it will go well 
with anything from a choripan to queso fresco sprinkled with fresh basil 
and olive oil. 
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


