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France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes: 

Chardonnay 

Bourgogne Blanc Domaine Buisson-Battault 2017   £25.50 

This estate is family-owned for 5 generations, and they farm eight 

hectares of vineyard land across 14 appellations.  

In 1985, François Buisson the youngest of the family, joined his father 

André, who has been making their wines since 1945. In 1991 François 

took over running the domaine, and he strives to reflect the terroir of 

each wine and to produce elegant wines which are enjoyable when young 

yet offer good potential for bottle age. All his wines are aged on their 

fine lees in barrel for 12 months (with 20% new oak) to give them 

fleshiness and ensure excellent cellaring potential.  

The Bourgogne blanc fruit comes from the Les Clous Perrons and les 

Magnys in Meursault. The planted vines vary in age from between 15-65 

years and the resulting wine is aged for 1 year in barrel, 10% of which is 

new oak.  

‘A Meursault in all but name - this is exciting stuff! Toasted nuts, hints 

of lemon yoghurt and a precise line of stony minerality with a hint of 

reduction (in a very pleasant way!). My favourite match with this is 

turbot baked with lemon and herbs in the oven.’ ~ Anja, Philglas & 

Swiggot 

 

 

 

 

Germany 

Rheinhessen 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

 

 

Chardonnay Holzfass Knewitz 2018                       £22.50      

Tobias Knewitz took over running the family estate in Appenheim, among 

the rolling hills in Rheinhessen, from his father in 2009 and he is one to 

watch! Tobias is one of the rising stars of this suddenly dynamic German 

wine region. 

This is a superbly crafted Chardonnay. The oak ageing is clearly 

noticeable with vanilla, cinnamon, baking spices, and a hint of brioche 

on the nose, all wonderfully balanced with ripe apples, peach, and other 

stone fruit. The palate is powerful with a medium acidity. I dare to say 

this could rival one or the other Meursault at a very attractive price 

point. A must try for lovers of white Burgundy. Pour it into a decanter or 

carafe, half an hour before you would like to drink it and enjoy the ride! 

'Barrel fermented and aged in a mix of barrel sizes, from barrique to 

1,200-litre Stückfass, some new, some second or third use. Quite a shock 

after a string of unoaked Rieslings. Lots of oak spice and mealiness on 

the nose. Creamy and textured on the palate, with the pure citrus fruit 

dominating the oak. A lovely savoury, mealy creaminess on the palate. 

Fantastic value compared with burgundy. ~ VGV' 17pts, Julia Harding 

MW, jancisrobinson.com 
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South Africa 

Stellenbosch 
 
Grapes:  
Sauvignon Blanc  

Savage Salt River Sauvignon Blanc 2020                  17.95 

Duncan Savage, previously the winemaker at Cape Point Vineyards, 

introduced his own label in 2011 with a goal to produce rock-solid, 

classic, and elegant wines. Through his time at Cape Point, Duncan grew 

to understand maritime vineyards, which led him to source grapes for 

Savage wines from maritime and high-altitude sites around the Western 

Cape.  

Duncan tells the story: 'In 2019 we happened to stumble upon a 32-year-

old block of bush vine Sauvignon Blanc in Stellenbosch. We fell in love 

with the wine and vineyard and decided to create a brand and style 

separate from the rest of the Savage Range. Salt River is in the heart of 

the city of Cape Town, an area reminiscent of Shoreditch in London a 

few years back. The Sauvignon Blanc is fermented in a combination of 

stainless-steel tanks, concrete eggs and old barrels.’  

‘Duncan Savage never disappoints. This Sauvignon Blanc has plenty of 

citrus and yellow fruits while the palate is mineral driven with a 

deliciously fresh, slightly salty finish. Pair this with any raw sea food, 

oysters would be perfect!’ ~ Nicco, Battersea Store 

 

France 

Loire Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Chenin Blanc  

Thomas Batardière L’Esprit Libre 2018                  £25.95 

Born in 1980 in Angers, Thomas Batardière got bitten by the wine bug in 
2008 following a degree in anthropology and a job as a cinematographer. 
Thomas is a doer, he just does not stand still, voluble and passionate he 
worked as a sommelier at first, and then feeling the need of getting 
closer to wine, he joined Château Yvonne in Saumur, quickly becoming 
Mathieu Vallée’s right-hand man (whilst studying agriculture in Beaune!). 
Thomas has a very individual take on Chenin, he loves its finesse, acidity, 
and ability to reflect terroirs, picking it early (ideally with 12.5% alcohol 
potential and yields at 30 to 40hh), and fermenting as well as ageing in 
small stainless-steel tanks to preserve purity. He aims at making zero-
sulphur wines, rarely racking and working reductively on the lees – a 
tricky exercise and a theme often debated with Richard. 

Most of the 30- to 90-year-old vines are in the lieu-dit L’Éspérance near 
Rablay-Sur-Layon, next to the Domaine des Sablonettes (Jérémy Ménard 
and Thomas are mates regularly helping each other out) on a gravelly 
plateau of red sand, quartz and clay. Thomas prefers stainless steel to 
accentuate Chenin's natural tension, a judicious choice in the recent hot 
vintages. This wine is aged on fine lees without sulphur until bottling in 
the summer. It is fruit-forward but still bright and crisp with a strong 
saline stamp. 

‘A classy Chenin, made with low intervention methods to keep the wine 
as natural as possible, with no use of oak at all. Full bodied white with 
fresh and bright acidity, plenty of citrus and stone fruits aromas with a 
very long and slightly waxy finish. Pure class!’ ~ Nicco, Battersea Store 
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Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  
Vernaccia 

Vernaccia di San Gimignano Montenidoli 2019       £20.95                           

San Gimignano is a medieval hilltop town in Tuscany, known for the white 

wine from the ancient native grape, Vernaccia di San Gimignano. It was 

the first Italian wine to receive DOC status (1966). Traditionally, the 

wines were fermented as if they were red grapes, with skin contact and 

aged in large old wood casks.  

The Montenidoli vineyard occupies 24 hectares on the slopes of the hill 

west of San Gimignano. The Tradizionale follows the “old tradition” of 

production and with extraction, brings on a straw yellow/gold 

colour with herbal and almond perfume, rich flavours, and a dry, crisp 

aftertaste. The finish smacks of savoury spice and some bitter almonds, 

and some warmth. Ideal with Mediterranean dishes cooked with extra-

virgin olive oil or sushi, also with difficult-to-match vegetables such as 

asparagus and artichokes. 

‘Vernaccia is a native white wine grape from Tuscany, found in many 

Italian wines. Perfumed on the nose with subtle oak and almond notes, 

this wine has a good richness of flavours, spiced and crisp on the palate 

with a delicious persistence.’ ~ Sheila, Marylebone Store 

 

Portugal 

Melgaço    
Vinho Verde 
 
Grapes:  
Alvarinho 

 

 

Soalheiro Alvarinho 2020                                        £19.95 

Soalheiro, a pioneer in the creation of Alvarinho wine in Melgaço, is an 

international benchmark for the wines of this grape variety, blending 

perfectly into the distinctive Minho landscape surrounding it. In the 

nineteen seventies (1974), a passion for winemaking led João António 

Cerdeira, with the support of his father, António Esteves Ferreira, to 

plant the first Alvarinho vine and to create the first brand of Alvarinho 

in Melgaço in 1982, and one of the first Alvarinho brands in the sub-region 

of Monção and Melgaço. Located in Melgaço (Portugal's northernmost 

point) it is protected by a range of mountains that create the conditions 

necessary for the best ripening of Alvarinho grapes. Here, the Alvarinho 

is special.  

Soalheiro’s Alvarinho ‘classico’ is, vintage after vintage, consistently 

bursting with vibrant, sun-drenched fruit and fresh minerality. 

‘Citrus aromas reveal a classic Alvarinho style, but this also offers 

tropical notes and is elegant on the palate, with a vibrant and fresh 

minerality. I loved this wine from the first sip. Ideal as an aperitif or with 

any seafood dishes.’ ~ Sheila, Marylebone Store 
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Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  
69% Sangiovese 

15% Cabernet-

Franc             

14% Merlot 

Coste del Vivo Rosso No.1 (2015/16/18)                 £19.95 

Coste del Vivo is the personal project of winemaker Toby Owen. 20 years 
ago, Toby was manager of a wine shop in Scotland, dreaming of one day 
being able to make wine like the best of those he sold. In 2009 a chance 
meeting led to experience working with Brunello producer San Polino in 
Montalcino. Later, in 2012 he returned to Montalcino as winemaking 
assistant at Casa Raia. By the following vintage he was winemaker for 
micro-producer Hortulanus in the beautiful vineyards of Seggiano on 
Monte Amiata. Over the next few years Toby found that a number of 
local vineyards were in danger of being abandoned and convinced the 
owners to allow him to take them over in exchange for a few bottles of 
wine, and finally, in 2018 he assumed control of the Hortulanus 
vineyards, his dream became real and the hard work got harder... 

Apart from occasionally buying grapes from neighbours and friends, 
production is drawn from a total of just 2,5 hectares of vineyard spread 
over 5 separate plots, some dating back to the 1970’s.  

Rosso No.1 is made from a Sangiovese-led blend of 2015, 2016 and 2018 
wines, it is the third edition of Toby's Rosso No 1 and continues in the 
same vein of the previous two stunners, combining complexity, structure 
and drinkability in a wine which sings 'TUSCANNNYYYYYY!' in a great 
Pavarottian vibrato.  

Packed with sourcherries, red plums and aromatic Mediterranean herbs, 
this strikes with a fine, ripe, but still structured Tuscan tannin. A journey 
to Tuscany with every sip. Combines well with a wide range of dishes 
from prosciutto to pizza and more. Drink within the next 3-5 years. 

 

 

 

South Africa 

Western Cape 

Grapes:  
Malbec 

BLANKBOTTLE Jaaa-Bru!! 2019                              £27.50 

 

Pieter Walser is one of the most innovative winemakers in the world and 

is the producer of some of SA’s most coveted wines that you’ve probably 

never tasted. Within BLANKBOTTLE there are no 2 wines alike and about 

30% of the wines are once-off limited editions. Pieter crafts unique wine 

blends, picking about 35 grape varieties from 60 vineyards around the 

Cape. Each of his wines is bottled and labelled according to the unique 

story behind it. The main aim of BLANKBOTTLE wines is to provide an 

honest, personal taste with no preconceived expectations that come 

with certain vintages or styles. 

This is made from 100% Malbec. It grows on a slope of the Helderberg 

Mountain - not facing the ocean, but rather facing Stellenbosch. Pieter 

on the story behind the bottle: 'The guy who farms this vineyard is way 

better than me at farming, and I don't have to give a lot of input. Guys 

like him are crucial to my business. He is a fellow surfer and has this 

habit of answering his phone with: 'Jaaaa Bru?'. It is South African slang 

and basically means 'Yes, my brother?'. 
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France 

Rhône 
 
Grapes:  
Grenache (70%), 

Syrah (20%) 

Mourvedre 

Rasteau Cuvée Prestige Domaine la Soumade2018 £21.50  

André Romero founded Domaine Soumade in 1979 and is now considered 

perhaps the finest producer in the region. The village of Rasteau was 

elevated to AOC status alongside Châteauneuf-du-Pape and Gigondas in 

2010, and we find that while the styles are similar, the clay - limestone 

soils produce more freshness in Rasteau than the other two. A new 

modern winery was built in 2002, the same year they started to work 

with consultant, Stéphane Derenoncourt of Bordeaux fame, and he 

encouraged André to adopt gentler and more finely-tuned vinification 

techniques, to better reflect the unique expression and potential of the 

terroir. The estate covers 26 hectares in the commune of Rasteau and 

an additional hectare in Gigondas. 

The Cuvée Prestige is a gorgeous wine, made from a classic blend of 

Grenache (70%), Syrah (20%) and Mourvedre (10%) made with an 

extensive fermentation and maceration of nearly four weeks to extract 

colour, flavour and tannins, following very gentle maturation in a 

combination of old 4,000L oak vats (foudres) and concrete tanks. This is 

a wine with beautiful perfume of violets and lavender and stacked with 

the flavour of summer berries. The tannins are fine, sandy and delicately 

spicy. 

 

Austria 

Burgenland 

Grapes:  
Saint Laurent 

Pittnauer Saint Laurent Dorflagen 2017                  £18.95 

 

This biodynamic estate is run by husband-and-wife team Gerhard & 

Brigitte Pittnauer who farm 15 hectares, half of which owned and half 

rented. All work is done manually from composting to pruning. There is 

no calendar that drives them. Nothing is rushed: they believe in quality 

over speed. They are making wines that excite them with the unique 

voice of the varietal and the deep limestone soils of the terroir speaking 

clearly. Gerhard and Brigitte are aware of the evolution of their tastes 

as well as the vineyard’s. 

Grapes for the Dorflagen are hand harvested from a mix of vineyards, 

Salzbergacker, Goldberg & Edelgrund, where there is a decent amount 

of gravel which provides better drainage through the humus and iron-

rich soil. Fermentation and aging occur in 500L neutral barrels (12 

months). 

Aromatic ripe, red cherries reveal a tart touch of redcurrant on the nose. 

The palate has that same appetizing, red-fruited allure: refreshing and 

juicy, but never heavy. A fresh-faced and authentic red, it has been 

captured at the perfect intersection of ripeness and crunch. 
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Italy 

Piedmont 
 
Grapes:  
Nebbiolo 

Oddero Langhe Nebbiolo 2018                                £24.50 
 
Poderi e Cantine Oddero was established in the late 18th century by the 

Oddero family, who have lived in La Morra since the first half of that 

century. Today, the wines are made by Mariacristina and her 

grandchildren, Isabella and Pietro, who represent the seventh generation 

of vinicultural tradition. 

With a total of 35 hectares, the Odderos cultivate some of Piedmont’s 

most famous wines, 16.5 hectares are cultivated to produce Nebbiolo for 

Barolo and Barbaresco. A key element in their philosophy is respect for 

the natural heritage of the territory as well as the health of their 

customers. In 2008, they began practicing organic vineyard management, 

gradually altering habits every year.  

The Langhe Nebbiolo underwent maceration for around 15 days and 

ageing occurs in different size oak barrels for 14 months and then 

concrete for 3 months. We think this wine punches totally above its 

weight! Classic Nebbiolo aromas of ripe cherry, tar, potpourri and dried 

rose petal, this is just a real joy. As opposed to some quite heavy wines 

of the vintage this is beautifully balanced. 

 

 

 

Australia 

Margaret River 
 
Grapes:  
95% Shiraz 
5% Malbec 

Leeuwin Estate Siblings Shiraz 2017                       £20.95 
 
Leeuwin Estate is one of the five founding wineries in the Margaret River 

district of Western Australia and most well-known for their Art Series, 

which includes wines made from Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, Riesling, 

Sauvignon Blanc, and Chardonnay. Every vintage, an Australian artist is 

commissioned to design the labels, much like Château Mouton 

Rothschild.  

The Siblings label celebrates the family lineage of Leeuwin, with three 

generations of the founding family now leaving their footprints on the 

Estate. Cellaring potential is 8-12 years. 

Concentrated red cherries, mulberries and blueberries dominate the 

nose. There is cocoa, coffee bean, oak char black cardamom, nutmeg, 

cinnamon and lifted violets that are well positioned in the background. 

The palate is rich and layered with dark cherries, boysenberries, and 

blueberries. Structural mocha-like tannins scroll to the back palate with 

subtle hints of anise, which is balanced with an elegant and buoyant acid 

line. 
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