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Portugal 

Douro 

 

Grapes: 

Rabigato, 

Códega, 

Viosinho, 

Donzelinho, 

Gouveio 

Niepoort 'Redoma' Branco 2018                                           £23.50 

In our opinion this is  'grand cru'  quality made by Niepoort, and we have 

been passionate fans of this wine for some vintages now. 

The grapes used for Redoma Branco originate from very old vines (80 + 

years) from fairly high elevation of between 500 and 600 meters. The mica 

schist soils from which these vines com lend the resulting wines plenty of 

minerality, elegance and vibrant freshness. The predominant grape 

varieties are Rabigato, Códega do Larinho, Viosinho, Donzelinho and 

Gouveio. This is barrel fermented and aged on its fine lees which adds extra 

creaminess and complexity. 

The 2018 vintage of the Redoma Branco offers a more delicate and slightly 

less expressive character than previous editions of this wine. One can 

distinguish refreshing aromas of lime, ginger and some exotic fruits. Very 

subtle hints of oak lend the Redoma balance and complexity, with great 

freshness on the palate as well as beautiful structure supported by firm 

acidity. A very long, mineral and lightly saline finish provides an elegant 

conclusion to the wine. Best enjoyed from a Burgundy glass! 

  

 

 

Italy 

Friuli-

Venezia 

Giulia 

Grapes:  

55% Malvasia 

Istriana/34% 

Riesling/11% 

Friulano  

I Clivi Malvasia Friuli 2017                                                  £26.50 

This is one of the great estates in the Friuli region, arguably Italy’s finest 

white wine region. It was set up in the early 1990s, although the vineyards 

were already in place, and consist of 12 hectares of vines in the Collio and 

Collio Orientale, split between a parcel near Corno di Rosazzo and one near 

Brazzano. Production is about three quarters white and a quarter red. The 

main planting is Friulano, although there is also some Malvasia, Ribollo 

Gialla and Verduzzo. What most of the vineyards have in common is their 

old age, being around seventy years old. The estate is biodynamic, and the 

wines are bottled unfiltered. Mario likes to give the wine time on the lees, 

adding weight and complexity. The wines are packed full of character and 

age incredibly well. 
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France 

Burgundy 

Grape:  

Chardonnay 

 

Bernard Moreau Bourgogne Blanc 2018                               £27.50 

We have loved this domaine since we first visited in Autumn 2016, and it is 

now one of the most talked about not just in Chassagne but also south of 

Beaune. Alex and his brother Benoît make a formidable team and the wines 

just seem to have a perfect mix of fruit intensity, weight, minerality and 

energy. The Bourgogne blanc, is a Chassagne masquerading as a humble 

generic, whilst the real village Chassagne ticks every box in the definitive 

guide to Chassagne. Over the past decade the élevage has been extended 

and the new oak been more subtly handled meaning the wines have become 

more elongated and refined with added complexity and length. 

This accessible wine offers a delicious combination of floral and honey 

notes. 2018 was a warmer vintage, and this is packed with ripe citrus and 

stone fruit notes on the nose, whilst the palate is balanced with good 

freshness, melted butter, and fabulous generosity of fruit.  

 

Italy 

Veneto 

Grape:  

Turbiana 

 

Ca' dei Frati 'I Frati' Lugana 2019                                        £20.50 
 

The Dal Cero family has transformed their Ca' dei Frati property, situated 

on the southern shores of Lake Garda, into a model Italian estate over the 

past two decades. Back in 1987, they had 12 hectares of vineyard but now, 

following the purchase of a large chunk of prime vineyard in 2008, they have 

over 160 hectares. This increase in quantity has been matched by an 

increase in quality and today they remain the best producer in Lugana. 

Another wine we have been following for several vintages, and the 2019 has 

just managed to excite us again. 

Made from the local Turbiana grape, this is pale yellow in colour with a 

concentrated but fresh perfume of white flowers, peaches and ripe lemons. 

On the palate it has excellent depth and balance, with lovely richness and 

a crisp, lively finish. 
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Spain 

Andalucia 

Grapes:  

Palomino Fino  

Ojo de Gallo Palomino Fino 'Marcharnudo Alto' 2017      £17.50 

Each case contains at least one wine where we'd like to take you 'off-piste'. 

Here it is! Made by Grupo José Estevez, producers of the acclaimed Sherry 

brand Valdespino, who hold vineyard land classified as a “Grande Pago 

d’España”, a status which is conferred on exceptional plots for single 

vineyard wines across Spain. For the past five years, they have worked 

tirelessly in their Macharnudo vineyards to identify the perfect plot of vines 

to make a still wine exclusively from Palomino grapes. Ojo de Gallo was 

introduced in 2015 as the first unfortified Palomino Fino white wine from 

José Estévez. Fermented and aged in stainless steel, this stays on its fine 

lees for six months and it is bottled before it had any flor development as 

it would if it were to become Sherry. Sherry producers are slowly but surely 

recognising the quality of the Palomino grape, when grown and vinified with 

care and attention to detail.  

This has a pale-yellow straw colour. It has ripe peach and delicate citrus 

aromas with a lovely steely character. On the palate, there is a combination 

of smooth buttery and creamy texture, a mineral character along with the 

citrus background, and an elegant, appealing, pleasantly bitter after taste. 

This is an extremely elegant and unique wine which shows the finesse and 

complex potential of the Palomino grape grown on chalky Albariza soil. 

 

Austria 

Weinviertel 

Grapes:  

Grüner 

Veltliner 

Zull Weinviertel Grüner Veltliner 2019                                 £15.95 

Weingut Zull is a boutique, family-owned and run winery in Austria's 

Weinviertel region, just to the north-west of Vienna. The Zull family farm 

their 18ha of vineyards sustainably, eschewing the use of artificial 

herbicides and fertilisers to help protect soil health. 

Grüner Veltliner is Austria's most planted grape variety and produces 

extremely versatile food wines, particularly notable for its affinity for 

slightly spiced Asian cuisine. 

We love this classic Weinviertel Grüner Veltliner, with delicious ripe pear 

fruit underscored by the variety's characteristic white pepper note, married 

to a crisp, mineral finish.  
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  

Pinot Noir 

Bourgogne Rouge, Domaine Lebreuil 2017                     £19.95 

Domaine Lebreuil is based right in the heart of Savigny-lès-Beaune, a small 

wine-growing village situated 5km to the North-West of Beaune. 

The constantly smiling Jean-Baptiste is the 3rd generation of Lebreuils, and 

he took over the Domaine in 1999 after studying winemaking in Beaune and 

gaining valuable experience at home in France, as well as abroad in 

Argentina. 

The estate farms 10.5 hectares of vines in the villages of Savigny-lès-Beaune 

and Aloxe-Corton and Jean-Baptiste follows the philosophy of farming 

“lutte raisonnée” viticulture, which allows him to work closely to nature as 

much as possible. Pretty much everything is done by hand in the small 

family business, and we have been watching the quality of Jean-Baptiste's 

wines for some years now. 

This 2017 Bougogne offers pure drinking joy! Packed with strawberries, 

cranberries and black berries, it also offers a savoury herbal/smoky 

component and delicious perfume. On the palate this has smooth and round 

tannins.  

 

Australia 

Eden Valley 

Grapes:  

Shiraz, 

Grenache, 

Mourvedre, 

Viognier  

2016                              £29.95 
 

The Henschke family have been making wine at their estate in the Eden 

Valley since 1868. Fifth-generation winemaker Stephen Henschke took over 

running the winery in 1979. Together with his viticulturist wife Prue, they 

have taken their two single vineyards, Hill of Grace and Mount Edelstone, 

and transformed them into two of Australia’s most sought-after wines. 

Through a combination of great viticulture from Prue, who is at the 

forefront of re-introducing native plants into their vineyards to improve 

biodiversity, and winemaking from Stephen, they have built upon their 

inheritance and turned this traditional producer into one that is recognised 

by savvy wine drinkers throughout the world. 

Fermentation for Henry's Seven took place in traditional concrete open-top 

fermenters. The Shiraz was co-fermented with the Viognier, and later 

blended with separate parcels of Grenache and Mataro. The wine then spent 

10 months in seasoned French oak hogsheads (500l sized barrels), out of 

which 10% are new. Named after Henry Evans who was the first winemaker 

in their village of Keyneton and planted the first vines, seven acres back in 

1853. Tragically, when he died in 1868, his temperance-believing wife 

closed the winery and uprooted all the grapevines! 

This is a big & full-bodied wine, but heavenly balanced. Juicy cassis, 

blackberry and blueberry flavours mingle with some savoury clove and 

nutmeg notes as well as black pepper. We might be biased, but we just 

absolutely love this wine! 
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Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  

Merlot, 

Cabernet 

Franc, 

Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

Poggio Al Tesoro 'Il Seggio' Bolgheri 2017                           £29.50 

Poggio al Tesoro is a 70-hectare property in Bolgheri, Tuscany and was 
acquired in 2002 by the Allegrini family, famous for their Amarone produced 
at their Veneto mothership. The first vineyard they bought, Le Sondraie, is 
next door to Ornellaia and was previously rented by them. It is 50 hectares 
in size and is planted with Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
a small amount of Vermentino. 

This wine still seems to be a well-kept secret, and we love to share it with 
you whilst we can! It is intense ruby red in colour with aromas of fresh 
crunchy red berries and dark fruit nuances enriched with layers of tobacco 
and spice. The fruit follows onto the complex palate that combines elegant 
silky tannins and a lively finish. An excellent Bordeaux blend! 

 

South 

Africa 

Elgin 

Grapes:  

Cabernet 

Franc 

Nomad Wines "Franc" Cabernet Franc 2019                        £19.50 

As September is 'South Africa Wine Month' we literally had to include this 
little beauty! 

In February 2014, our very own Pieter Kruger and Kosie van der Merwe met 
in a cellar in Elgin, South Africa. There was an instant connection between 
these two wine fanatics, sharing similar philosophies about wine and tastes 
in the wine they like to drink, needless to say, a close friendship followed. 
After ongoing discussions, deliberations and heated debates, these two 
friends decided, on a wine trip abroad, that discussions and deliberating 
about wine was not enough and they produced and bottled a wine together. 
A wine that should be absolutely smashable and perfect for a 'braai' (South 
Africa name for BBQ). A couple of bottles of this 'braai wine' made its way 
back to London in Pieter's suitcase, where he tasted it with some colleagues 
and after great feedback, the friends realised the 'braai wine' should be 
shared with as many people as possible and that is where the Nomad Wine 
project was born.  

The Nomad Wines project is a soil and site driven project, focussing on 
different sustainably farmed sites around the Overberg, in the Western 
Cape. When asked about how they chose these sites and farmers, the 
friends responded, 'we like to work with people we know, people that share 
the same philosophies of sustainability and most importantly they have to 
be lekker people (Afrikaans term for nice and friendly people)'. 

Franc is made from 100% Cabernet Franc, naturally fermented and 40% 
whole bunch. The wine was made in a fresh and agile style, a red wine that 
should be enjoyed a little chilled, as we think a lot of red wines are drunk 
far too warm, and by chilling the wine you bring out the most delicate 
almost chalk-like tannin structure. The Elgin Valley with its unique cooler 
growing conditions allowed for a dark, intense almost crunchy fruit profile, 
while the slate-like ferricrete soils on the Belfield farm, assisting with lower 
vine vigour while producing a wine of great concentration and the most 
amazing intense colour. Maiden vintage - 850 bottles produced! 
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South 

Africa 

Western 

Cape 

Grapes:  

Grenache, 

Mourvèdre, 

Syrah  

Thorne & Daughters Wanderers Heart Western Cape 2019 

£24.50 

 
Thorne & Daughters was started in 2013 by John and Tasha Seccombe with 

the aim of producing authentic wines from the Western Cape. It is widely 

acknowledged to be one of the forerunners of the ‘New Wave’ wine 

movement in South Africa. Thorne & Daughters is mainly focused on 

producing Cape white blends, from 15 different growers in Bot River, 

Stellenbosch, Voor Paardeberg, Swartland, Citrusdal, Franschhoek and 

Overberg. Fruit sourcing has relied on a network of close winemaking 

friends and knocking on doors to gather the various parcels with which they 

work. John and Tasha did not want to be limited geographically, so the net 

was cast wide and has been driven by “a happy synergy of people, place, 

soil and vines”. 

The ‘Wanderer’s Heart’ is made from a blend of grapes from carefully 

selected growers across the Western Cape. The Grenache is sourced from 

dry farmed vineyards on the Paardeberg mountain in the Swartland which 

has a combination of clay and granite soils. The Mourvèdre is the fruit of 

12-year-old vines planted on clay/gravel soils in Bot River. The Syrah also 

comes from Bot River from 12-year-old vines planted on shale. The 

vineyards are all farmed sustainably, and harvesting is done by hand. 

Bright ruby in colour. On the nose, well-defined aromas of black cherry, 

blackberry and ruby grapefruit combine with spicy notes of cinnamon and 

cedar. On the palate, the wine is poised with soft, chalky tannins and a 

vibrant acidity which carries the pure fruit flavours onto the lingering finish. 

 

Austria 

Burgenland 

Grapes:  

Blaufränkisch 

Moric Blaufränkisch Burgenland 2017                                 £23.50 
 

In 1998 Roland Velich was working with his brother and father on their 
family property, Weingut Velich, in Apetlon, which was all about white and 
sweet wines. His brother Heinz continues to run this excellent estate. But 
Roland’s fascination for Blaufränkisch, a grape variety not suited to the 
vineyards on the east side of the shallow Neusiedler See (Lake Neusiedler), 
took him elsewhere and in 2001 he released the first wines from the Moric 
project (You pronounce this ‘Moritz’).  Roland is outspoken and said openly 
that the examples of Blaufränkisch coming out of the cellars of most 
producers at the time completely traduced the grape variety. He was very 
critical of late harvested styles, often artificially concentrated, and shoved 
into new oak, to appeal to Robert Parker-ian ideal. For him Blaufränkisch is 
essentially a cool-climate grape variety, and all about elegance and 
perfume. 

His 2017 Blaufränkisch is beautifully perfumed and pure, with layered red 
berry fruit - Cranberry, straw- and raspberry - woven into the fine tannin 
structure and exceptional balance. It's delicious to drink now but will only 
improve with a few more years of bottle age. Why not surprise your 
Burgundy loving friends with this? 
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


