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Italy 

Umbria 
 
Grapes: 

Chardonnay, 

Grechetto 

Castello della Sala Cervaro della Sala 2018             £65.95 

Antinori is the most famous name in Italian wine and the influence of 

Piero Antinori in the last 25 years has been nothing short of 

revolutionary. 

The Medieval castle’s property extends over an area of 500 hectares, 170 

hectares are planted with vineyards at an altitude that varies between 

220 and 470 meters above sea level on the gently rolling hillsides.  

'Compared to the 2017 vintage that shows a more accessible and full-

bodied style, the 2018 is a classic edition. This cooler vintage prizes 

finesse and elegance, and those traits are matched by efforts in the 

winery to accomplish that same goal. On many levels, the 2018 vintage 

opens a new chapter for Cervaro della Sala, with a stronger emphasis on 

preserved lemon, crisp pear and crushed mineral. The wine offers 

beautiful freshness and linearity. I must also mention that this vintage is 

released while the fruit is still a bit closed or shy. That slightly reductive 

approach bodes very well for the wine's future evolution.' ~ 96pts, 

Monica Larner, www.robertparker.com, drink 2020 -2035 

 

 

 

 

Germany 

Mosel 
 
Grapes:  
Riesling 

 

 

Riesling GG (Dry) Juffer Fritz Haag 2017               £30.95      

Being French, Napoleon obviously knew his wine and described the 

Brauneberg as one of the ‘pearls of the Mosel region’. With a pedigree 

like this, it is no surprise that the wines have a fantastic ability to age. 

The great Juffer vineyard in Brauneberg, one of the few designated as 

‘grand cru’ by edict of Napoleon in 1804 has everything to do with it, of 

course. 

It is in these fine slate soils that Wilhelm Haag made brilliant wines that 

brought his estate to prominence from the late 1950s. He was able to 

bring out the best of the terroir: filigree wines with fine floral fruit and 

elegant mineral tones that, in his words ‘should make the tastebuds 

stand to attention and cry out for more’. Crafting beautiful wines from 

the Juffer, and its heart, the Juffer-Sonnenuhr, where vines are 

clustered on a dauntingly steep and rocky slope around the sundial. While 

his older son Thomas bought the defunct Schloss Lieser, turning it into 

the Mosel’s great success story, his younger son Oliver took over the 

family estate in 2005. The estate has since grown a little, but the wines 

are as brilliant as ever, ranging from a basic dry wine to top GG (= Grosses 

Gewächs or Grand Cru), taking in Kabinetts and TBA along the way. 

Initial whiffs of smoke and struck flint fade into pretty vineyard peach 

and blossom on the nose of this full-bodied, dry Riesling. On the palate 

you will taste tons of stonefruit, and apples, along with a subtle spice, 

all balanced by racy acidity and a backbone of cool steel. 
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Greece 

Santorini 
 
Grapes:  
Assyrtiko 

Argyros Estate 'Cuvee Monsignori' 2018                  £37.95 

Cuvée Monsignori is the latest creation of Estate Argyros that ideally 

portrays the characteristics of the unique terroir of Santorini. It is 

produced with the vines of the vineyard of Episkopi ‘the oldest of 

Santorini’ which has been cultivated by the Argyros Estate for more than 

2 centuries. 

Citrus fruits, green apples, and apricots on the nose are followed by 

mineral notes and even faint sage notes. Rich on the palate with 

excellent structure and finesse this has an unequalled balance between 

maturity and youthful mood. 

Accompanies perfectly white meats cooked in lemon sauce, shellfish, 

grilled or fried fish, barbecued seafood, and various eggplant dishes. Best 

served at 10-12°C. Our wine expert Justin Knock MW has tried that match 

on location on more than one occasion! 

 

France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay  

Auxey-Duresses Blanc Benjamin Leroux 2018        £36.95 

Having created a name for himself as régisseur (general manager) of 

Domaine du Comte Armand in Pommard, Benjamin Leroux established, 

with English backing, a small négociant business based in Beaune since 

2007. The range is confined to the Côte d’Or, from Chassagne-

Montrachet to Gevrey-Chambertin, with the intention of developing 

farming contracts or indeed purchasing vineyards in the future. The 

possibilities are very exciting for this exceptionally talented vigneron. 

Benjamin is a master at delivering purity of fruit alongside a seamless 

texture in his wines which have only the subtlest influence of oak. One 

of Benjamin’s favourite locations for white wine vineyards is the border 

between Auxey-Duresses and Meursault, which is where Les Vireuils can 

be found. Here the natural weight of Mersault is enhanced by the fresher 

minerality typical of the side valley of Auxey-Duresses. A small village 

nestling in a valley behind Mersault and Volnay, Monthelie produces 

mostly red wines, mini-Volnays with appealing fruit but sometimes a 

rustic edge, and a small amount of white wine. The best wines come 

from the steep slopes above the village, such as Les Duresses. 

This wine has a nose of fresh peach and buttered toast that is very 

reminiscent of Meursault, though with perhaps a touch of lime that 

points to a cooler appellation. The palate has some ripe, exotic fruit but 

is underpinned by a precise core of citrus acidity and rounded out with a 

toasty, creamy finish. 
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France 

Rhô ne 

Grapes:  
Viognier 

Condrieu Les Chaillots Yves Cuilleron 2018            £53.95                           

Yves Cuilleron, is described by Wine Spectator as "the leader of 

Condrieu's new generation of winemakers." Yves represents the 4th 

generation of Cuilleron vignerons although he initially trained as an 

engineer. Since then he has built an entirely new winery at Chavany 

facility while at the same time he acquired additional vineyard property. 

The domaine now produces about 50,000 bottles annually divided 

between the appellations of St. Joseph Blanc, St. Joseph Rouge, Côte-

Rôtie and Condrieu.  

Sourced from the best and oldest vines on the estate, on 

south/southeast-facing terraces overlooking Chavanay. “Les Chaillets” is 

not a district but the local name for terraces. The grapes are picked 

when fully ripe and handsorted. After pressing, they are alcoholic and 

malolactic fermented in barriques with native yeasts. Followed by 9 

months in barriques, on the lees, no racking, regular stirring. 

A rich, refined and complex wine. A nose of dried yellow stone fruits, 

violets and honey. Harmonious, well-bred style on the palate, with good 

volume. A pure long finish, underlaid by the terroir’s minerality. 

 

Australia 

Tasmania 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

 

 

Tolpuddle Chardonnay Coal River 2019                   £52.95 

The Tolpuddle Vineyard was purchased by Michael Hill Smith MW and 

Martin Shaw in 2011. First planted in 1988 by Tony Jordan and Garry 

Crittenden with Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, it has since established a 

reputation for growing exceptional quality grapes. The vineyard took its 

name from the Tolpuddle Martyrs, who were transported to Australia in 

1834 for starting an agrarian union. The leader of the group, George 

Loveless, served part of his sentence working on a property near 

Richmond called GlenAyr, part of which is now the Tolpuddle Vineyard. 

Tolpuddle epitomises the modern Australian style of elegance and an 

emphasis on citrus rather than stone fruits, but in Tasmania it finds a 

most accommodating climate. I find Tolpuddle has a lovely lemon curd 

and sensuous texture around fresh macadamia nuts and oyster shell, 

rather than a forced and bracing acid style which can also exist in some 

self-designated cool-climate styles from the mainland. 

Hand-picked, whole-bunch pressed, fermented in French oak barrels 

with limited stirring. The bouquet and palate send the same message of 

perfectly captured white stone fruits, then apple and grapefruit. An 

irresistible wine with spectacular length. The 2019 Tolpuddle was judged 

the best Australian Chardonnay in 2020 by James Suckling.  
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USA 

Sonoma Coast 

Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Occidental Freestone Pinot Noir 2018                    £73.50  

Occidental is the family project of Californian winemaking legend Steve 

Kistler, who made his name with Chardonnay and Pinot Noir in the 80s 

and 90s sourced from other people's vineyards. In the 1990s he began to 

buy land and plant on the coolest areas of the Sonoma Coast, and only 

began making wine from them from 2011 onwards. He uses mostly his 

same cellar crew and makes wines of great precision and absolute clarity 

of purpose. These are possibly the most pristine Pinot Noirs we have 

tasted from California. 

The wine is coming from the Bodega Headlands, Occidental Station and 

Bodega Ridge Vineyards. The wine has a tension and a nervy acidity 

combined with wild flower perfume and subtle spice. The silky texture 

and fine grained, chalky tannins are a nod to the gentle punch downs 

that take place at the winery.  

'The 2018 Pinot Noir Freestone-Occidental comes mostly from younger 

vines at the Occidental property but is made with the same attention to 

detail as the other wines in the portfolio, using free-run juice. Its nose 

is an aromatic well, offering crushed blueberries, charcuterie, Earl Grey 

tea leaves, graphite, saline, bitter orange peel and potpourri aromas. In 

the mouth, it explodes with lush fruits that give way after their initial 

rush to bitter, citrusy, minerally accents. It has a fine grain, seamless 

freshness and long, layered finish. It's enjoyable now but will age well 

over the next five to eight-plus years.' ~ 95+pts, Erin Brooks, 

ronertparker.com 

 

 

Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  
33% Cabernet 
Sauvignon,     
32% Merlot     
18% Cabernet 
Franc and 17% 
Petit Verdot 

Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia 2018                        £59.50 

 

The Ornellaia Estate was originally founded by Marchese Lodovico 

Antinori in 1981. Robert Mondavi acquired the full control of Ornellaia 

and later sold 50% of his shares to Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi. Marchesi de’ 

Frescobaldi, following the sale of Robert Mondavi Corporation to 

Constellation Brands, then subsequently acquired the remaining 50% 

share.  

All the grapes were hand-picked, de-stemmed and gently crushed. 

Fermentation took place in stainless steel and malolactic fermentation 

completed after the transfer to barrels. The wine remained in Ornellaia’s 

temperature-controlled cellar for a further 15 months.  

'Characterized by a lively ruby red colour, Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia 

2018 is a wine of great aromatic complexity, a distinctive feature of this 

vintage. In the glass, aromas of berries, blackberry, raspberry and red 

cherry are accompanied by floral hints of wild rose and spicy notes of 

pink pepper and liquorice. On tasting, the wine has a good tannic 

structure, enveloping and balanced, with a crisp and savoury finish.' ~ 

Olga Fusari, Winemaker 
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Germany 

Baden 
 
Grapes:  
Syrah 

Weingut Ziereisen Gestad Syrah 2016                    £29.50  

Hanspeter Ziereisen is quick-thinking and full of energy, and his wines 

get better every year. After a love affair with new oak early this century, 

he has tempered its use so that it subtly supports, rather than dominating 

the wines. His vineyards are on a south-facing slope overlooking Basel, 

the vines grow at an altitude between 250 and 400 metres, and there is 

a constant breeze, allowing slower ripening. He does not chaptalise and 

uses 10% – 20% new wood across the range. The musts are handled very 

gently, with no punching down and little extraction. The wines are 

breathtakingly pure and long-lived. 

Ziereisen has proven it with its Syrah shoreline: in southern Baden it is 

sunny enough for a grape variety that otherwise likes to grow in southern 

France and Australia. The bouquet of this visionary red wine inspires with 

aromas of blackberries, dark flowers, pepper and vanilla. The Gestad 

Syrah from the Ziereisen winery tastes juicy and fresh and leaves fine-

grained, aromatic tannins that give off a chocolate aftertaste. This 

exceptional wine ripened for 18 months partly in new, partly used 

barriques, and was bottled unfiltered. 

 

USA 

California 

Grapes:  
Zinfandel   

Petite 

Syrah                 

Carignane  

Mataro 

Ridge Lytton Springs 2018                                      £49.95 

 

The history of Ridge Vineyards begins in 1885, when Osea Perrone, a 

doctor who became a prominent member of San Francisco’s Italian 

community, bought 180 acres near the top of Monte Bello Ridge. He 

terraced the slopes and planted vineyards; using native limestone, he 

constructed the Monte Bello Winery, producing the first vintage under 

that name in 1892. 

Lytton Springs, in Sonoma County, became part of the Ridge estate in 

1991. Forty consecutive vintages of Geyserville attest to yet another 

stunning combination of location and varietals. Though born in the early 

sixties to the post-Prohibition world of modern California winemaking, 

Ridge relies on nature and tradition rather than technology. Their pre-

industrial approach is straightforward: find intense, flavourful grapes; 

intrude upon the process only when necessary; draw the fruit’s 

distinctive character and richness into the wine. 

‘The 2018 Lytton Springs is a blend of 72% Zinfandel, 18% Petite Sirah, 

8% Carignane and 2% Mataro. The nose is lush and open, with aromas of 

aniseed, red and blue berries, blood orange and earth plus touches of 

tobacco leaf and dried flowers. The medium-bodied palate combines 

intense, powerful flavors with a more ethereal, silty structure, and it 

finishes with loads of juicy layers. It's stunning straight from bottle but 

will have more to give with time in the cellar.’ ~ 96pts Erin Brooks, 

RobertParker.com 
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South Africa 

Western Cape 

Grapes:  
Malbec 

BLANKBOTTLE Jaaa-Bru!! 2019                              £27.50 

 

Pieter Walser is one of the most innovative winemakers in the world and 

is the producer of some of SA’s most coveted wines that you’ve probably 

never tasted. Within BLANKBOTTLE there are no 2 wines alike and about 

30% of the wines are once-off limited editions. Pieter crafts unique wine 

blends, picking about 35 grape varieties from 60 vineyards around the 

Cape. Each of his wines is bottled and labelled according to the unique 

story behind it. The main aim of BLANKBOTTLE wines is to provide an 

honest, personal taste with no preconceived expectations that come 

with certain vintages or styles. 

This is made from 100% Malbec. It grows on a slope of the Helderberg 

Mountain - not facing the ocean, but rather facing Stellenbosch. Pieter 

on the story behind the bottle: 'The guy who farms this vineyard is way 

better than me at farming, and I don't have to give a lot of input. Guys 

like him are absolutely crucial to my business. He is a fellow surfer and 

has this habit of answering his phone with: 'Jaaaa Bru?'. It’s South African 

slang and basically means 'Yes, my brother?'. 

 

Australia 

Eden Valley 

 
Grapes:  
66% Shiraz, 19% 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 10% 
Merlot, 5% 
Cabernet Franc 

Henschke 'Keyneton Euphonium' 2015                  £43.50 
 
The Henschke family have been making wine at their estate in the Eden 

Valley since 1868. Fifth-generation winemaker Stephen Henschke took 

over running the winery in 1979. Together with his viticulturist wife Prue, 

they have taken their two single vineyards, Hill of Grace and Mount 

Edelstone, and transformed them into two of Australia’s most sought-

after wines.  

The Barossa hills village of Keyneton, pioneered by pastoralist Joseph 

Keynes in 1842, was a musical and cultural focus for the early settlers, 

and was home to the Henschke Family Brass Band and the Henschke 

winery. The Henschke Family Band was founded in 1888 by Paul Gotthard 

Henschke and later led by third-generation Paul Alfred Henschke, and 

featured wonderful wind instruments such as a B flat euphonium, cornet 

and E flat clarinet.  

‘A serious wine. Deep ruby colour almost garnet on the edges, with very 

intense aromas of dark fruits, liquorice, black olives transitioning slowing 

into a more herbaceous field the more you swirl it. On the palate there’s 

a quite nice chewed eucalyptus flavour to it, young leather, forest floor, 

mushroomy, charred wood, the list goes on. Definitely one of my 

favourite wines from the range.’ ~ Vanessa, Battersea Store 

 

 



THE WINE CLUB – Platinum CASE 

Spring 2021 
 

 

7 | P a g e  

Philglas & Swiggot Limited ⃒ Registered company number:  04654163 
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG ⃒ VAT number: 843 254 826 ⃒ AWRS: XZAW00000107735 

Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


