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The Platinum case grants access to a Special & Rare selection from the cellars of the world's 

finest wine producers featuring exclusive, allocated wines which are only available in minute 

quantities, as usual some of the wines included into our Winter case have received high scores 

from wine critics, and others are exclusive to our Platinum club members and will not be seen on 

our shelves for anybody else. Some of the highlights include the Stag's Leap Cabernet Sauvignon 

Artemis 2017, an iconic wine most famous for winning the 1976 judgement of Paris tasting, the 

very latest release of Ornellaia Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia Bolgheri 2019 as well as the 

wonderfully named but equally impressive Ten Minutes by Tractor Estate Pinot Noir 2018 a 

standout Aussie Pinot from a highly rated producer in Mornington Peninsula. 

We hope you enjoy the selection and would love to hear your feedback, please email us at 

clubcase@philglas-swiggot.com 

 

France 

Champagne 

 

Grapes: 

Chardonnay/ 

Pinot Nior 

Champagne Charles Heidsieck Brut Reserve NV 

£46.95 

Founded in 1851 by Charles-Camille Heidsieck, the original 'Champagne 

Charlie', the foundation of its modern fame rests on the unrivalled 

quality of its wines, which receive countless awards and accolades year 

after year. This success is attributable to the strength and depth of 

their winemaking team over the past three decades: Daniel Thibault, 

Regis Camus, Thierry Roset and Cyril Brun have between them been 

awarded 'Sparkling Winemaker of the Year' at the International Wine 

Challenge sixteen times. No other house has won more than twice. 

Cyril Brun took over as Chef de Cave in 2015. The winemaking 

philosophy is simple, and is evident in the Brut Reserve: grapes are 

sourced from 60 different cru’s across the region; fermentation and 

ageing of the base wines takes place primarily in stainless steel to 

preserve freshness; it is a blend of 40% Chardonnay, 40% Pinot Noir and 

20% Meunier, including at least 40% reserve wines, the average age of 

which is 10 years; and finally, the Brut reserve is aged in bottle on its 

lees for at least three years prior to release. These components 

combine to give a wine that is more 'Premium Cuvee' than 'Brut 

Reserve'. 

Decanter Award Winner 2021 - Silver - 91 Points 

Nose of hazelnut, Macadamia and lemongrass. Pretty lemon-driven 

autolysis; fennel, ginger stem and a touch of slate. Very complete. 
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Australia 

Clare Valley 

 

Grapes:  

Riesling 

 

Grosset Riesling `Polish Hill` Clare Valley 2021 

£39.50 

For almost four decades, the Grosset 'Springvale' and 'Polish Hill' 

Rieslings have shown a consistency of style and quality that has made 

this one of Australia's greatest wineries. The 'hard rock' blue slate of 

the Polish Hill site results in wines that are steely and magnificently 

ageworthy, while the red loam of the Springvale vineyard gives more 

open and easily accessible - though no less complex - wines.  

Jeffrey Grosset is fanatical about the quality of his vineyards, which 

are certified organic and are hand tended, with a focus on 

sustainability to offset climate change. In the winery, each process is 

gentle and uncomplicated. No fining agents are used and sulphur is the 

only addition. By combining a disciplined approach and decades of 

experience, Grosset consistently achieves the purest expression of 

variety and place. 

From 'The King of Riesling', this hard rock site is overlaid with silty, low 

fertility soils, producing restrained, steely, pure wines. The Polish Hill 

vineyard was planted in 1996, following years of research into the 

effect of soil, rock and altitude on Riesling.  

The 2021 has aromas of lavender, herbs, lime and a hint of chalk. 

Framed by a pure natural acidity, the concentrated palate is pure lime 

juice and lemon pith with a characteristic shaley minerality. Tight, fine 

and steely with a long, bone dry finish. Certified organic 

Food match? We love it with Asian inspired dishes, Jeffrey Grosset 

suggests oysters, sashimi or deep fried King George Whiting. 

 

 

 

South Africa 

Western Cape 

 

Grapes:  

25% Roussane 

22% Semillon 

19% Chardonnay 

18% Clairette 

16% Chenin Blanc 

 

Thorne & Daughters Rocking Horse Western Cape 2020 

£24.50 

Thorne & Daughters was started in 2013 by John and Tasha Seccombe 

with the aim of producing authentic wines from the Western Cape. It is 

widely acknowledged to be one of the forerunners of the ‘New Wave’ 

wine movement in South Africa and demand is so high, the wines are 

only available on allocation. 

Thorne & Daughters is mainly focused on producing Cape white blends, 

from 15 different growers in Bot River, Stellenbosch, Voor Paardeberg, 

Swartland, Citrusdal, Franschhoek and Overberg. Fruit sourcing has 

relied on a network of close winemaking friends and knocking on doors 

to gather the various parcels with which they work. John and Tasha did 

not want to be limited geographically, so the net was cast wide and has 

been driven by “a happy synergy of people, place, soil and vines”. 
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The grapes for the rocking Horse were sourced from a number of very 

carefully selected growers around the Western Cape. The grapes were 

whole bunch pressed in an old Vaslin press, which ensures an oxidative 

pressing, with no treatments or additions. Fermentation occurred 

naturally in barrel and the wines were then allowed to undergo 

spontaneous malolactic fermentation. The Rocking Horse spent 10 

months on its fine lees after fermentation, prior to blending and 

bottling.  

This wine is deep gold in colour having been exposed to oxygen at the 

beginning of the winemaking process. On the nose, it reveals aromas of 

yellow plum, kumquat and bay leaf, with saline undertones. The palate 

is broad and supple and finishes with a clean line of acidity 

A lovely accompaniment to pork, chicken and pasta. Suitable for vegans 

& vegetarians. 

Australia 

Margaret River 

 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay 

Leeuwin Estate Prelude Chardonnay Margaret River 2020 

£30.95 

Another legendary producer, this is your benchmark Australian 

Chardonnay that helped put the style on the map. Famed for its power 

and richness, and full use of oak, the wine has become a little more 

pared back in the last year or two but at its core is still the famous 

Block 20 Chardonnay and the Mendoza clone that give this wine its 

trademark longevity and depth of power.  

The classic Chardonnay flavours with the influence of French oak is a 

perfect match to creamy or buttery dishes such as buttered roast 

chicken and mushroom based dishes. 

'Fermented in French barriques (40% new) and 9 months on lees with 

regular stirring. Fruit-driven bouquet with pear, citrus and stone fruit 

most noticeable, and a background note of nougat or marzipan, 

presumably an oak influence. There's a good mouthful of flavour here, 

ripe and juicy, finishing with a grapefruit-like tang that lingers.' 93pts, 

James Halliday 

'Leeuwin Estate is renowned for its famous Art Series chardonnay… 

Leeuwin’s next level down is the Prelude, a wine that many wineries 

would be tickled pink to have as their top chardonnay. A generous 

vintage has produced this generous wine. It shows the further 

tweaking of the style, which is somewhere in between the earlier 

vintages and the brief move into a more contemporary style. It works 

well with the punchy fruit balanced by fine, minerally acidity and a 

light layer of oak.' 93/100 Ray Jordan, The West Australian 
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Spain 

Rioja 

 

Grapes:  

Viura/ Malvasia 

Rioja Blanco Finca Allende 2016 

£25.50 

Finca Allende, the estate created by Brother and sister team Mercedes 

and Miguel Angel de Gregorio, is located in the hill town of Briones in 

the Rioja Alta.  

'Allende' can be roughly translated as 'further'; its philosophy is to go 

further and further towards creating the perfect Rioja. This has been 

done by marrying the old and the new, by embracing the traditional 

grape varieties but then treating them to new French oak. A further 

distinguishing characteristic, apart from their ripeness and structure, is 

that Allende's best wines are vineyard-based, with focus on the 

expression of Rioja's varied terroir. 

Finca Allende’s Rioja Blanco is made from 95% Viura and 5% Malvasia. 

Although only a small portion of the blend, the Malvasia adds an 

incredible vibrancy to the nose. Ripe apricot, peach and saffron aromas 

dominate alongside more subtle hints of grapefruit and honeysuckle. 

Over a year in French oak contributes gentle and well-integrated cedar 

and nutmeg notes, which add an extra layer of complexity.  

Made from 55-year-old bush vines which produce wines of incredible 

concentration thanks to the low yields. Try this with saffron risotto and 

osso buco or creamy mushroom pasta.  

 

 

 

South Africa 

Hemel-en-
Aarde Valley 

 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay 

 

 

 

Ataraxia Chardonnay Hemel-en-Aarde 2020 

£28.50 

Located in the Hemel-en-Aarde on petrified sand dunes, Ataraxia was 

founded in 2004 by husband and wife team Kevin and Hanli Grant. A 

former Zoologist, Kevin spent years getting to know the intricacies of 

Hemel-en-Aarde`s terroir as head winemaker of Hamilton Russell. 

Ataraxia is a deeply personal project for Kevin. along with some dear 

friends, he purchased 50 hectares of prime vineyard land in an 

exceptional landscape, known as `The Skyfields`. Nestled on this 

commanding rise beneath the soaring Babylons Toren mountain range, 

the vineyards are planted on some of the most spectacular terroir 

South Africa has to offer. It is a place where Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 

make their natural home, and where wines of incredible finesse, 

balance and depth are crafted, proudly holding their own in the 

international arena. 

The name Ataraxia is "a term used to describe emotional tranquillity" 

explains Kevin. His approach to winemaking is minimalist and non-

interventionist, geared to reflect a sense of place and expression of 
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terroir. Chardonnay is 100% barrel fermented and is Old World in style. 

It has been known to top the charts in many a South African 

Chardonnay tasting, and rightly so, a chiselled, focused wine that 

effortlessly manages to be both subtle and intense, it whispers hints of 

sun-warmed tropical fruits, gentle peach and vanilla. 

This rich Burgundian style of Chardonnay pairs really well with Halibut 

in butter sauce or roast chicken with delicate herbs. Grilled lobster 

tails with herb butter got a mention in store, either way this is an 

exceptional example of top draw South African winemaking.  

USA 

Napa Valley, 
California 

 

Grapes:  

Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

Stag's Leap Cabernet Sauvignon Artemis 2017 

£59.95 

Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars was founded in 1970 with the purchase of a 40 

acre property in the now famed Stag’s Leap District AVA in Napa Valley.  

The winery brought international recognition to California winemaking 

and the Napa Valley region when their 1973 S.L.V. Cabernet Sauvignon 

won the 1976 Paris Tasting, also known as the "Judgement of Paris." 

Artemis, named after the Greek goddess of the hunt, is a wine that 

truly reflects its name. It’s the culmination of the winery's hunt for the 

finest grapes from Napa Valley which, when combined with estate-

grown fruit, creates a Cabernet Sauvignon that expresses the regional 

character of Napa Valley with the signature style of Stag’s Leap Wine 

Cellars. 

Aromas of black cherry, currants, berries and a hint of sweet oak follow 

through on to a silky textured palate with a long, lingering finish. Upon 

release this vintage received 94 Points from The Wine Advocate and 

will only improve with a few years' cellaring. 

A great match for pepper steaks, smoky ribs, hard cheese or braised 

pork shanks. It also works wonderfully with a Sunday Roast beef with 

Yorkshire Puddings! 

 

 

 

Spain 

Rioja 

 

Grapes:  

75% 
Tempranillo/15% 
Garnacho/10% 
Graciano and 
Mazuelo,  

Rioja Reserva Tondonia Tinto Lopez de Heredia 2009 

£41.50 

The latest release of this iconic wine. 

Bodegas Lopez de Heredia is one of the wine world’s great wine 

treasures. Founded in 1877 by Don Rafael López de Heredia y Landeta, 

the Bodega was built close to the railway station at Haro, in Rioja, its 

location geographically symbolic for proximity of access to the ideas of 
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Bordeaux and practically useful for transportation of both grapes and 

wines. 

The Tondonia vineyard has to be is the most spectacular in Haro. 

Situated in a shell-like depression next to the River Ebro which serves 

as a border with Rioja Alavesa (the part of the Rioja appellation region 

belonging to the Basque Country), it is characterised by poplar 

trees.  The soil is alluvial clay with a high proportion of limestone. The 

vineyards, cared for with enthusiasm and love, cover a total area of 

170 hectares and produce an average annual yield of some 800,000 kg 

of grapes. Grapes from Viña Tondonia are always used in making our 

highest quality wines, and naturally, with truly exceptional vintages, 

becoming "Gran Reservas" if the vintage is truly exceptional - as was 

the case in 1976, 1973, 1970, 1968, 1964, 1961 and 1954.The first 

"Reserva" was bottled by the founder as long ago as 1890 

Vibrant red leading slightly towards amber. On the nose is light fresh 

texture with notes of vanilla and dried berry aromas. Rich, very dry, 

smooth, developed. Firm tannins and good balance. 

Rioja is very food friendly and this Reserva level wine pairs particularly 

well with Spanish food especially lamb and pork and recipes that 

contain red peppers, pimenton, garlic and saffron. 

Italy 

Bogheri/ 
Tuscany 

 

Grapes:  

Merlot/Cabernet 
Sauvignon/Caber
net Franc/Petit 
Verdot 

Ornellaia Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia Bolgheri 2019 

£60 

The Ornellaia Estate was originally founded by Marchese Lodovico 

Antinori in 1981. Robert Mondavi acquired the full control of Ornellaia 

and later sold 50% of his shares to Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi. Marchesi 

de’ Frescobaldi, following the sale of Robert Mondavi Corporation to 

Constellation Brands, then subsequently acquired the remaining 50% 

share. Marchese Ferdinando Frescobaldi is appointed chairman. For 700 

years the Frescobaldi family has combined tradition, experience and 

innovation with creativity and the pursuit of excellence. The family has 

always looked to develop and celebrate the diversity of Tuscany’s 

terroir, being proud owners of some of the greatest vineyards in this 

region. 

A blend of 54% Merlot, 28% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Cabernet Franc 

and 4% Petit Verdot, Le Serre Nuove dell’Ornellaia 2019 is a chiselled, 

complex and elegant expression of the Bolgheri special terroir. 

All the grapes were hand-picked, de-stemmed and gently crushed. 

Vinifcation of each variety happened separately, with alcoholic 

fermentation taking place in stainless steel at temperatures between 

26- 30°C for two weeks, followed by maceration for a total of about 10-

15 days. Malolactic fermentation was completed after it was racked 
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into barriques. The wine remained in Ornellaia’s temperature-

controlled cellar for a further 15 months. It was assembled after the 

first 12 months and then reintroduced in the barrels for a further 3 

months. After bottling, Le Serre Nuove dell’Ornellaia was aged for an 

additional six months prior to release. 

'With its usual intense colour, Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia 2019 has a 

nose full of fresh notes of ripe red fruits, accompanied by a lively 

balsamic vein with aromatic hints of cypress and eucalyptus berries. 

The wine is soft and silky in the mouth, filling it with an elegant tannic 

texture and a sapid and persistent finish' 

Olga Fusari, Winemaker 

'A blend of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Petit 

Verdot, the 2019 Bolgheri Rosso Le Serre Nuove dell'Ornellaia shows a 

greater degree of focus and detail compared to the previous vintage 

that I tasted at the same time. This wine reveals the sharp contours 

and etched character of the Cabernet Franc, especially with black 

licorice and black pepper. The results are linear and pure. Elegant 

fruit notes of blackberry and dark currant add to the thick layering of 

the wine.' 94 Points, Wine Advocate - Monica Larner 

Australia 

Mornington 

Peninsula 

Grapes:  

Pinot Noir 

Ten Minutes by Tractor Estate Pinot Noir 2018 

£38.95 

Ten Minutes by Tractor needs little introduction. Owners Martin and 

Karen Spedding purchased the estate in back in 2003. The ‘home’ 

vineyards (McCutcheon, Wallis and Judd) are the three original 

vineyards which formed the Ten Minutes By Tractor estate - all 10 

minutes by Tractor apart. They are all located in Main Ridge, the 

coolest and highest part of the Mornington Peninsula. Despite their 

close proximity and the use of similar vinification methods, the single 

vineyard wines are distinctly different from one another. This is a 

result of their different elevations, orientations and soils. 

The Estate wines are a barrel selection from individual vineyards which 

are blended to create the best expression of Mornington Peninsula 

Pinot Noir. Grapes for this Pinot Noir are hand-harvested from late 

February to mid March. a small portion of whole bunch is held cold for 

a few days to delay start of indigenous yeast ferment which then 

typically runs for 14-21 days. Following pressing, the wine was 

transferred to 11% new 228 litre French oak barrels for 10 months. This 

was then bottled unfined and unfiltered. 

Made in a classic Burgundian style – bright fruit flavours with savoury 
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undertones. Cherry fruit with a ripple of vanilla and tomato leaf, there 

is a touch of spice to balance the sweetness. Expect fine tannins and a 

long, lingering finish to complete this classy Pinot. 

Roast lamb with Rosemary is a match made in heaven with this style of 

Pinot Noir but like a lot of Aussie wines, it is hugely versatile. 

Italy 

Montalcino, 
Tuscany 

 

Grapes:  

Sangiovese 

Brunello di Montalcino Castello Romitorio 2016 

£69.50 

The magnificent fortress that is Castello Romitorio, sits high on the 

hillside above the village of Montalcino, surrounded by vineyard land 

and forest. Once abandoned, the resurgence of this great Roman fort 

occurred in 1984, when famous artist Sandro Chia purchased it from 

friend Baron Giorgio Franchetti in exchange for a few of his paintings. 

As well as renovating the building to become his studio, Chia decided to 

re-plant the surrounding vineyards which too had been left forsaken 

and build a brand new winery at the foot of the fort. This fascinating 

building is adorned with treasures from the surrounding area; 

recovered Roman ruins, sculptures, amphorae and so on.  

In 2005 Sandro’s son Fillipo Chia joined the business, and together with 

his father, they have built a reputation of critical acclaim for these 

wines. The estate consists of 16 hectares planted with Sangiovese on 

soils of marl, clay and alberese. Agronomist Massimo Achilli takes great 

care in the vineyard to best preserve the integrity of the Sangiovese 

grape, using low impact agricultural practices and sustainable choices 

where possible. In 2020 they began their journey toward Organic 

certification and hope to be officially certified by 2023. “Working with 

a vineyard is like working with an individual: you begin with what is 

already there, what exists, and seek not to change it but to enhance 

it’s unique place in the world.” Sandro Chia.  

The wines at Castello di Romitorio show Sangiovese at its highest 

expression with vibrant fruit, noble tannins and the extra degree of 

maturity that you would expect from wines from Montalcino. Perfectly 

integrated wood aging, pure complex fruit and rich yet extremally 

elegant and appreciable character combine to produce some of the 

region’s most sought after wines. The stunning artwork which makes up 

the labels for Castello Romitorio’s wines are that of Sandro Chia’s, a 

fitting tribute to the man who brought life back to this land. 

'The Castello Romitorio 2016 Brunello di Montalcino is a classic 

expression of the vintage, showing lots of ripe fruit, crushed mineral, 

herbal nuances and varietal-driven purity. This wine nails that sweet 

spot between elegance and power that is not easily achieved. It offers 

an expanded array of Sangiovese flavors with wild cherry, forest floor, 
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crushed clove and medicinal herb, but it also shows plump density and 

a velvety texture.' 95 points, Monica Larner, Wine Advocate (November 

2020) 

Portugal 

Douro 

 

Grapes:  

40% Touriga 

Franca/40% 

Touriga 

Nacional/10% 

Tinta Roriz/5% 

Tinto Cão/5% 

Souzão 

Sandeman Vintage Port 2016 

£77.95 

There are few more iconic images in the world of wine than the ‘Don’, 

the logo created for the Sandeman family in 1928 by George Massiot 

Brown. The cape was modelled on the attire worn by university 

students in Porto, while the wide-brimmed hat was a nod to the 

family’s presence in Jerez. Today, the wines are good enough to be 

every bit as famous as the image of the Don.  

Since Sogrape bought Sandeman in 2002, the major improvements and 

investment that have taken place in the vineyards and the winemaking 

has seen the wines rise to the top of the tree in Port. The production of 

Port – especially Tawny – requires patience and a long-term vision, 

something which explains why families like the Guedes are among the 

major players in the Port business today. 

Opaque with an almost black colour, the wine has an intense, complex 

nose. Ripe black fruit, cocoa and chocolate flavours continue on to the 

palate where some floral notes of rockrose are also apparent in a long, 

lingering finish. Firm tannins, full-bodied and with fresh acidity, it has 

structure that will allow the wine to age comfortably for decades but is 

also soft and approachable in its youth. 

We recommend decanting at least an hour in advance and serving at a 

temperature of 16 to 18ºC. It is delicious with sweet desserts especially 

dark chocolate as well as cheese’s such as Cheddar, Gouda & Brie.  
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Wine Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


